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THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015
2:33 P.M MI
LAME DEER, MONTANA
- 000-

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ladi es and gentl enen, we'l|l
go ahead and begin.

Thank you for coming and participating in this
afternoon' s neeti ng. | would |ike to introduce, from
the Surface Transportation Board, M. Ken Bl odgett.

Ken?

KEN BLODGETT: Hello. M nane is Ken
Bl odgett, and | would, first of all, like to thank the
Nort hern Cheyenne for inviting us to hold our neeting
here today in this beautiful space. So we really do
appreci ate that.

Wth me today is Catherine didden, and we are
here -- Nadals, and we are here representing the Surface
Transportation Board's O fice of Environnental Analysis.

Al so seated at the table is Alan Sumerville
of ICF International, who is representing and the
proj ect manager for our third-party contracting team at
| CF I nternational .

"1l just speak for a few m nutes and turn the
fl oor over to Cathy for a few m nutes as wel |.

The Surface Transportation Board is the
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f ederal agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on
of interstate surface transportation wthin the United
States and for granting authority for construction and
operation of newrail lines and associated facilities.

The board's m ssion is to ensure that
conpetitive, safe, and efficient transportati on services
are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,
and consuners. |In all of its decisions, the board is
commtted to advanci ng the national transportation
policy goals established by Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OCEA,
is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal
Environnmental Policy Act. W fulfill this
responsi bility through i ndependent environnental review
of railroad actions, which require the board' s approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue R ver
Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the board to
construct and operate a rail line fromMles GCty,

Mont ana, to two endpoints near Ashland. On
Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue River Railroad filed a
suppl enmental application in which it identified its
preferred alternative as the Colstrip alternati ve,
bet ween Col strip and the Ashl and ar ea.

The board is the | ead agency for preparing the

3
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Draft Environnental | npact Statenent. Four cooperating
agenci es worked with the board in preparing the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent: The

Bur eau of Land Managenent, the Corps of Engi neers, the
U S. Departnent of Agriculture, and Montana state
agenci es. These cooperati ng agencies all have

deci si on-nmaki ng authority i ndependent of the board and
are agencies from which Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d
obtai n separate approvals or permts prior to
constructi on.

The purpose of today's neeting is for the
board to receive comments, both oral and witten, on the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, which was served
and made avail able for public review and comment on
April 17th. The Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent
refl ects our analysis of the potential environnental
I npacts that could result fromthe construction and
operation of the proposed rail I|ine.

Public invol venent is an inportant conponent
in the environnental review process. Qur hope is that
the comments you provide to us today will help ensure
that our office fully addresses your concerns and the
potential environnental inpacts that could result from
t he constructi on and operation of the proposed railroad,

as well as appropriate mitigation neasures.
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The Draft EI'S public coment period wll | ast
until August 24th, 2015. After the public conmment
period ends, OEA wll consider all coments received and
address each comment in a Final Environnmental | npact
Statenent, which will present our final conclusions and
recommendati ons for mtigating possi ble environnental
effects. The board wll then nmake a final decision on
the proposed rail |ine construction.

In maki ng that decision, the board w |
consider the entire environnental record, all public
comments received, the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent, the Final Environnental |npact Statenment, and
OEA' s final recommended mitigation. No project-rel ated
construction may begin until the board's final decision
has been i ssued and has been -- and has becone
effective.

Those who have indicated that they would |i ke
to make a public comment this afternoon on the Draft EIS
at this neeting, which will be recorded by the court
reporter, will be called upon to speak in the order in
whi ch they signed in.

If you would like to provide a handwitten
comment today, comment forns are | ocated behind ne, and
there's boxes that you can wite your comments and j ust

slide theminto the box. Witten comments may al so be

5
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mai l ed to the Surface Transportation Board in
Washi ngton, D.C., or you nay submt electronic coments
on the project Wb site at tonguerivereis.com

That concludes ny remarks, and | would like to
turn the floor over to Cathy, who would |ike to say a
f ew words.

CATHY NADALS: Yeah, hi. | just wanted to
t hank the president of the Northern Cheyenne, LI evando
Fi sher, and the Northern Cheyenne tribe for allow ng us
to have this inportant neeting here. W very nuch
appreciate that. And we know that there's potenti al
i npacts that could affect this tribe and we're very
much -- we're very much interested in hearing what you
have to say about the project and getting your coments
and your concerns, so that we can appropriately address
t hose.

So thanks so nmuch, and here's to a wonderful
meeting. Thanks all for com ng.

KEN BLODGETT: And now Alan Summerville wll
say a few words about the environnental review process.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good afternoon. 11 just
take three mnutes to provide a recap of the infornation
that we had on display here for the open house part of
this nmeeting, and for those of you who weren't able to

make that, provide a bit of a recap.
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In the neeting brochure and on one of the
posters back here, there's a figure that depicts the
environnental review process. To initiate the scoping
process, CEA issued notification of its intent to
prepare an EIS to the public; elected officials;
federal, state, and | ocal agencies; tri bal
organi zations; and other potentially interested
organi zations. COEA issued a Draft Scope of Study and
hel d agency and public neetings to obtain coments on
topi cs that should be addressed in the EI'S and possi bl e
alternatives to TRRC s proposed alignnent.

I nterest ed agenci es and persons were invited
to participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the
Draft Scope of Study, submtting conments in witing,
and attendi ng public scoping neetings held in the
project area. After considering the comments received
t hrough the scopi ng process, the board published a
notice of Final Scope of Study for the EI'S on
March 22nd, 2013.

Throughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the potenti al
i npacts of the proposed Tongue Ri ver Railroad and

reasonabl e alternatives, including the "No-Action"
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alternati ve.

The draft EI'S al so addresses the i npacts of
trains traveling to destinations outside the project
area, which are also referred to as "downline inpacts."”
Any of the build alternatives could have m nor to highly
adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and climate change,
noi se, biological, water, visual, cultural and
hi storical resources, and | and resources, geol ogy and
soils, socioeconom cs, and environnental justice. Al
ot her resources woul d experience negligi bl e inpacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary
recommendations for mtigation. These mtigation
measures wll be considered by the board as potenti al
conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC authority
to construct and operate the rail |ine.

The draft was distributed and made avail abl e
on April 24th to interested nenbers of the public;
parties of record; elected officials; tribes; and
appropri ate federal, state, and local officials. OEA
provi ded extensive notification through various neans to
t he project area and downline conmmunities.

As Ken stated, the Final EIS will consider and
respond to all coments received on the Draft EI'S and

wi Il include any appropriate changes and reconnendati ons

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.11.15

for additional mtigation neasures. They wll also
identify CEA' s preferred alternative.

Conpl etion of the Final EIS wll be announced
to the public in a Notice of Availability published in
the Federal Register and by notification to interested
parties.

At this tine, I'd like to hand the neeting
over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who will go
over sone ground rules, and then we can begin to hear
publ i ¢ conments.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GG&OTT: Thanks, Alan. We will now
begin the oral comrent portion of today's neeting.
Before we begin, I'd |like to go over a few things. | f
you haven't al ready done so, please silence your
cel |l phones so we don't interrupt the neeting. I f you
would li ke to speak and did not sign up when you
arrived, please raise your hand and we'l|l get you
regi stered now.

A court reporter will transcri be your oral
comments for use in preparing the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment. Please do not provide any personal
informati on in your comments that you would not want to
see published in the final docunent.

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so that the
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court reporter can easily record your comments. Pl ease
state your full nane and spell it out for the court
reporter and indicate if you're representing a group or
organi zation this afternoon.

Qut of respect for others, we ask that you

please limt your conmments to three m nutes. If you

t hi nk you have nore comments than you can present in the

time allotted, please nake the nost inportant comments
first.

This tinme limt has been set at each neeting
to ensure everyone who wi shes to speak has a fair and
equal opportunity to provide their coments. I f you do
not get the chance to voice all of your conmments, you

can submt themin witing. If you have a witten

statenent al ready prepared, you may read it al oud and we

al so ask that you submt it as a witten coment.

If tinme permts at the end of the neeting, we
Wil invite up additional speakers and also invite up
anyone who didn't get the chance to conplete their
ori ginal conments.

Pl ease feel free to provide comments in either
oral or witten form Bot h types of comments have equal
wei ght in the final docunents.

Finally, this portion of the neeting all ows

you to provide conmments that will be transcribed. OCEA

10
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w |l not answer questions or respond to comments duri ng
this portion of the neeting. OEA will respond to the
comments in the Final Environnental |npact Statenent.
This will allow as nuch tine as possible for nenbers of
the public to coment.

I wll now call up our first speaker, which is
Christine Valentine. And if you would pl ease use the
m crophone at the front of the room so everyone can
clearly hear you.

CHRI STI NE VALENTI NE: Thank you. M nane is
Chri stine Val enti ne. I|''ma | andowner in the Birney
area, and 1'd like to say hello to you all. Thank you
for com ng.

These are ny comments on the Draft EI'S for
pr oposed operation and construction of the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | r oad. Nunber 1, the route. After nearly 40 years
of planning and surveying, the railroad still has no
desi gnat ed rout e.

There are ten routes outlined in the EIS and
still no definite plan as to where it will be. This
represents 40 years of abuse of | andowners who are in
the path of the rail road and whose | and coul d be
condemmed.

Two, the market for coal is decreasing. Arch

Coal at present is a failing conpany. It is in debt and_11
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barely mai ntai ni ng enough price per share to be |listed
on the New York Stock Exchange. These are headli nes
fromregi onal newspapers this nonth. The Billings
Gazette, June the 9th: "Rocky Mount ain Power Predicts
Shift From Coal." The Casper Tribune, June the 8th:
"Gllette Coal -Fired Power Pl ant Denvolished, Mking Way
For New Sources of Energy." "Peabody Energy to Lay Of
250 and Close the Gllette Ofice."

Also, in a recent article, The Billings
Gazette said that China has begun to reduce its demand
for coal because of air pollution problens. So foreign
markets for U S. coal are dissolving and woul d be
temporary at best.

Why give a permt for the railroad when there
are no ports for export of a product? There are no
current official plans in place to build ports in O egon
and Washi ngton states. The nere idea of building ports
has met with strong resistance fromresidents of those
states, especially by the Lumm tribe, since building
them woul d violate their |Iand rights. It nmay take years
to even get a plan for them because of the resistance
from| andowners and residents in those states.

If the Tongue R ver Railroad is built, Arch
Coal would try to export Oter Creek coal to Asia. This

means the governnent would give Arch Coal the power to 12
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seize land from Montana | andowners to support Asi an
econom cs. Therefore, this proposed railroad is not

for, quote, "the public conveni ence and necessity,"
which is what is required in order for a body to get the
power of em nent domai n and condemmati on authority.

This plan is strictly to generate incone for owners and
stockholders and is not in the interest of the general
publ i c.

In summary, why woul d the Surface
Transportation Board permt a railroad that has no idea
of its route, that depends on coal mned by a failing
coal conpany, that would haul coal to nonexistent ports
on the West Coast for shipnent to a country that is in
the process of reducing its demand for coal and is a
t enporary nmarket. | urge the Surface Transportation
Board to decide on the "No-Action" alternative.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Alice Or.

ALICE ORR Hi. Can y'all hear ne?

First of all, I want to thank you-all for
comng and for all the tine and effort you have spent
with us and doing this study. It's been -- | knowit's

been a | ong haul. It's a long report. It's not exactlyl3
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a page-turner. But it's full of information.

My nane is Alice Or, Or-r. I live in
Bi r ney, Mbnt ana.

I want to address the "public conveni ence and
necessity" portion of the study. As | understand it, |
am i nnocent until proven guilty. | aminnocent until a
prosecutor proves that | amguilty. And that's kind of
the way | see this railroad. They have cone in and said
we're going to build this railroad and it's necessary.
And it's up to us to prove that it's not necessary or
convenient. It's not up to them

So | quote fromwhat you say in your study.

The EI'S says: "Public conveni ence and necessity
presunmes that the public will benefit fromthis
rail road."”

I submt that the Tongue River Railroad is not
being built for either public conveni ence or necessity.
Quot e, Chapter 2: "Because of | ower

producti on and transportati on costs, coal fromthe
Tongue Ri ver region would primarily displace other
Powder Ri ver Basin coal designed for" -- "destined" --
excuse ne -- "for donestic markets in the upper m dwest.
VWhile rail traffic would i ncrease |ocally near these
mnes, rail traffic on BNSF s downline routes woul d not

change consi derably.™
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Now, this is repeated throughout the EIS. | f
we're sinply replacing coal that's al ready avail abl e,
then | would say this railroad is not necessary, and it
wll be totally inconvenient to those existing coal
m ners and railroad workers who wll be displ aced. So |
t hi nk the necessity and conveni ence are both negated and
I would urge the "No-Action" alternative.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Bruce Hunner.

BRUCE HUNNER: Bruce Hunner, from Ham | ton,
Mont ana. The spelling's Hu-n-n-e-r.

And for us in the Bitterroot, the one inpact
W Il probably just be coal dust, with the estimate of 20
to 30 trains rolling by, which | could do w thout. But
the main reason for not disallowng the construction of
this rail line is to avoid a fl oodgate of coal
production, which is what this rail |ine would be. It's
not to be sending agricultural products to nmarket when
it's specifically for coal.

And t he probl em of gl obal warm ng, despite
what all the right wing tal k show hosts say on the
radio, it is happening and it is being caused, and it is
fromfossil fuel use and burning. There are ten

egregi ous projects around the gl obe which are expandi ng 15
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on fossil fuel use and includes Chi na coal expansion,
the increase of coal production in Australia, the
drilling in the Arctic of oil and gas, new coal exports
out of I ndonesia, and the tar sands in Canada wanti ng
this Keystone XL pipeline. Directly behind the Keystone
pi peli ne proposal to develop the tar sands is the coal
that's in the United States.

The |l ast three projects, if they're allowed to
go t hrough, would put approxinmately 400 mllion tons of
CO2 equi valent in the atnosphere by 2020.

In the IPCC, which the is International Panel
for Cinmte Change, said to nmintain our gl obal
t enmperature bel ow a 2-degree centi grade i ncrease, we
woul d have to reduce our emn ssions 80 percent of 1990
| evel s by 2050. So allowng Oter Creek and Powder coal
to be dug up and shi pped, assunedly to China, points on
the other side of the Pacific, it would be a phenonenal
i npact to the tons of C02 in the atnobsphere.

And this is not -- these are not coments t hat
you hear from a bunch of hippies and people on the
fringe of our society. These are comments that have
been printed by 97 percent of atnospheric scientists who
agree that it is anthroponorphic gl obal warm ng due to
fossi|l fuel burning.

So when you have 97 percent of any group of
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specialists saying that the problemis this, for this

reason, the prudent nmanagers and politicians should take

heed and not allow, in this case, the burning of fossil

fuel. The prudent -- excuse ne. The prudent politician

or manager, if it is 60 percent of specialists believe a

particul ar thing, they should take heed and set rules in

line to avoid that catastrophe.

Again, if only 60 to 70 percent of the
speci alists, you ve got to consider when you have
97 percent saying problens of global warm ng are
ant hr oponorphic and it's due to fossil fuel use, then,
you know, we should alter our ways and avoid the
expansi on of coal production and shipping fromthe OQter
Creek and Powder River Basin.

So the project sounded |ike a fascinating

project and the rail line itself, in ny opinion, the
rail -- build the rail line and ship nothing on it, |
don't see a lot of inpact just by the rail line there.
But what the rail line is going to be used for is a big

probl em and a | ong-term fl oodgate to coal production.
So avoid it, please. No alternative. Don't build it.
Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Teddy

17
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Mc Maki n.

TEDDY McMAKI N: I"m going to decline to speak.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Qur next speaker is Fred
Smal | .

FRED SMALL: Good afternoon. My nanme is Fred
Snmal | . I'"'ma tribal nenber here fromthe Lane Deer

ar ea. My comments are being pretty nuch again
restricted to ny tri be.

You know, whether you're for coal devel opnent
or against it, I don't think a few individuals or groups
have the total say on the tribe for each and every
tri bal nenmber. You know, |'ve consistently | ooked at
this coal haul ed here, railroad, you know, and 20, 25
years ago, when this was first proposed goi ng down the
Tongue River, | thought it was the craziest idea in the
worl d. The proposal of the coal [indiscernible] nore
sense.

And by getting back to ny tribe, if you're for
coal or against it, it is a vote for the people.

COURT REPORTER: ' msorry, can you speak up?
I'"'mhaving a hard tinme, with the door, hearing you.
Speak up, pl ease.

FRED SMALL: This is the nost terrible place
in the world to speak at or hear. Let ne just try to

tal k real | oud, then.
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As | said a little earlier, | don't think, you
know, whether we're -- the Northern Cheyenne tribe is
for coal or agai nst coal. It's not the decision of a
f ew peopl e or groups of people. It's a tribal decision,
you know. And | think, you know, that it's tinme that
the tribal council takes and put it up for a vote.

You know, | seen comments that were nmade out
in the proposed shipping areas out in the northwest, and
| see the Northern Cheyenne tribe |listed as being
against it. I'mnot aware of any actions the tri bal
council took being against it. So a |lot of people are
talking for this tribe that really don't have the
authority to talk for it. That authority resides within
the council and within the people as a whol e.

And, you know, whether we do it or whether we
don't do it is up to all the people here that want --
wsh to vote. And | don't think, you know, that this
council -- 1 don't see any of them here. | see a couple
past ones here, but, you know, half the tine they're not
even at work anyway. Probably don't even give a shit.
But | think that when you get these comments for our --
ny tribe and us tribal nenbers here, we need to nake
t hat deci si on.

Getting back to the devel opnent of the

rail road and today's technol ogy, we all see cell phone
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use, them big bul ky ones, themlittle tiny ones now. I
t hi nk technol ogy has increased to the point where we can
do good coal devel opnent. Ganted, we need to do
[i ndi scerni ble] before. W don't know the energy
[indiscernible]. So this tribe was | ooking at
[indiscernible]. MNowit's probably about back to zero.
So, you know, we really need as a tribe to
| ook at where we're going to go and what we're going to
do, because we cannot continue on the same route we are.
You know, we're either going to have to tell
t he people, no, we ain't never going to do nothing with
coal, and we've got that [indiscernible] if we're going
to be a player in this. That's ny conment.
Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.
Is there anyone el se who hasn't al ready spoken
that would Ii ke to provide oral comments this afternoon?
Is there anyone that would li ke to el aborate

on the comments that they've already provi ded?

Pl ease.
ED JO NER | kind of hate for everyone to go
hone too early, so | thought 1'd talk.

My nane is Ed Joiner, J-o0-i-n-e-r, Rosebud

County Conmm ssi oner. l'd like to offer ny comments, am%o
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"1l break them down into three aspects of the project
Al t hough we have tried to remain neutral in this issue

the bottomline is we have to deal with what ever hand

IS

dealt to us. If it goes through, we nmust plan and make

all preparations we can and deal with it. If not, it
goes on.

First, the environnental issues, as stated i
the Environnental |npact Statenment. There have been
many di screpancies in the plan which |I have heard of.

| nconpl ete studi es and m sgui ded data seemto be the

n

norm Since this is not one of ny strengths, | wll not

dwell on the issue, but I will say, fromsone of the
things |I've read and heard, nore tinme should have been
put into this.

Secondl y, the econom c and soci al issues, as
far as Rosebud County goes itself, there are very few

benefits to the county. Sure, there nmay be a few jobs

but how many of these jobs will be to the | ocal people?

There nmay be sone tax base on this section of the
railroad that is actually in Rosebud County, but the
county itself wll get nbost of the inpact w thout the
benefits of increased tax base, as Powder R ver County
will get.

Many of our projects with the infrastructure

will occur. It will be increased traffic on our roads

21
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which wll nean nore maintenance for our road crews,
which are already stretched out in our |arge county.
Qur county has 5,027 square mles, has 1,200 mles of
roads, which the counties are responsible for.

After | ooking at the naps of the preferred
route to Colstrip, many mles of our roads wll be
changed and al t er ed. Many crossings wll be needed to
acconmmopdate the route. Crossings are difficult to
mai ntain, as there will be a cattle guard on both sides
and the tracks in the mddle. Are there any provisions
to help with this extra mai ntenance?

Al so, just for the basic construction and
alterations of the roads, it would take quite a bit of
wor k. Where would the gravel cone from and the water
that will be needed for the project?

Anot her concern on the route is the school
buses that use the roads daily. WII| these hinder the
schedul e by trains being stopped on the crossings and
maki ng t he bus del ayed for school or getting hone?

Al so, on sone of these roads are energency
response vehi cl es. It would be unfortunate if the
crossi ng woul d be bl ocked if an anbul ance tries to
respond to an energency call.

In all of our disaster plans, wildfires are a

mai N concer n. W did not see where our area was t he

22
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target of the study, but we were conpared to eastern
Oregon. Qur region has been devastated by fires the
past decade. Cetting to these fires while they are
smal |l due, to a quick response, is inportant. How ar e
we going to have access to both sides of the tracks and
be able to respond in a tinely nanner?

Wth the increased potentials of fire, is the
county going to have any support fromthe railroad to
handl e the increased fires that the trains wll cause,
either financially or equi pnent support?

Qur other infrastructure concerns will be with
the influx of workers coming in. The areas around --

COURT REPORTER: |''msorry, speak up. | can't
hear, with the door.

ED JONER O her concerns with the influx of
wor kers comng in: The areas around Oter Creek and
Ashl and have Iimted areas and housi ng avail able. \Were
woul d these workers stay during the major construction
phase? There are currently spots where water, sewer,
and electricity are not available for a | arge nunber of
wor ker s.

This would add a | arge anobunt of traffic to
our already crowded 212 and our county roads as workers
travel to and fromthe job site.

Along with the infrastructure deficiencies, Ve,
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have for this there would be an extra burden on our | aw
enforcenent. W already have 5,027 square mles to
cover, and adding nore people to this would be an extra
bur den.

Along with the influx of workers cones the
soci al problens. Human and drug trafficking are major
concerns, especially near the reservation, where young
Nati ve Anerican wonen seemto be a nmjor target.

Wth the geographies involved, the inpacts,

t he peopl e woul d af fect Rosebud County, with m ninmal

i npacts to nei ghbor counties. Mst of the people would
travel from various |ocations to the project location in
our county and exhaust our roads, | aw enforcenent, and
ot her infrastructure needs.

As | said before, Rosebud County woul d have
nothing to gain fromthis, and tax base noney woul d go
to Powder Ri ver County, and we woul d be stuck wth the
I npact s.

The third aspect of the project that | could
bring up is a hunan factor. Peopl e and their |land are
bei ng treated as nunmbers and not as people. The
Nort hern Cheyenne tri be, which would be i nmpacted not
only by people traveling through the reservati on but
their cultural privileges, have been negl ect ed.

I heard a | andowner that told the first o4
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ar cheol ogi st of sone of the significant grounds and
burial sites around his |and, that they were just
over |l ooked. Later they were found to be significant.
These people have a rich history and have survived many
obstacles. Their interest in the cultural areas

af fected have been overl ooked.

Is there a way to go back and |l et them be nore
involved in the system and take their coments and
concerns to heart and not just as a statistic? |'ve
heard the Northern Cheyenne tribe was only nenti oned 24
times in the whol e 4, 000- page report -- 40,000 [sic].

Anot her group that's being affected and even
houses noved or destroyed are the Am sh. The plans for
the railroad alternative goes right through their | and,
and they are only nentioned once in the report. This is
a group of people that are a part of our county, and I
believe with their beliefs that they are being regarded
as a silent group which wll not resist the nove.

Peopl e are peopl e.

The | ast group of people are the ranchers.
Sone of these hard-working peopl e have been at the sane
ranches for nmany generations. Famly ranches have been
devel oped and grown over nmany decades are now t hreat ened
to be cut in half or separated by the rail road passing

t hrough their land, | and they have worked to inprove and:25
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pai d taxes on for decades. How wi Il | these peopl e be

conpensated for this project?

In talking to sone of the ranchers, | found it

i nteresting, sonme of their concerns. For one, | never
knew that a cow and a calf are different when it cones
to wal ki ng through culverts. A cow wll wal k through

and a calf only sees the tiny hole at the end and fears

to go through. This nakes for problens when a cow and a

cal f becone separated. The calf could die. The best
answer to this is to put bridges instead of cul verts.
Is there any way to guarantee that bridges will be put
in at all crossings, instead of culverts, for these
ani mal s?

Anot her big issue for the | andowners is the
fact that if the crossing is on your |and, you nust

provide liability insurance at the crossings. Since

this will affect nmany new | andowners with the new
crossings, wll they be conmpensated for this added
expense they will incur with the new crossi ng?

Al so, after crossings are built, the | and

is -- the | andowner is responsible for the crossing.

Many of these crossings would be county as well as

private. WIIl there be any provisions for helping with

the extra nmai ntenance to | andowners and to the county?

Al t hough | cannot say | read the entire EI' S
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for the Tongue R ver Railroad, | do see many
di screpancies to the plan, deficiencies, and problens I
see in the three aspects that |'ve nentioned:
Envi ronnental, social and econom c, and hunan factors.

Now we approach the end of the comment peri od,

and responses to the comment period will follow and I

just wonder if the final decisions wll cone fromthe

people or if it will cone fromthe big busi nesses.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to provide
an oral comment this afternoon or el aborate on their

comments?

Ma' anf?
ALAI NA BUFFALO SPIRIT: Hi. | wasn't able to
sign in, but ny nane is Alaina Buffalo Spirit. | cone

fromthe Medicine Bow famly, and I amin process of
nmovi ng hone. So ny address is P.O Box 1142 -- no,
1472, Lanme Deer, Montana 59043.

I m speaking as a tribal nenber and as a
grandnot her and a future great-grandna in Decenber. ' m
not speaking on behalf of the Northern Cheyenne tri be.
| ' m speaki ng as a | andowner.

I grew up along the Tongue River, 2 niles
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north of the current Birney village, and as a child we
swamin the river. Currently we still swmin the
river. Adults swmin the river. My concern is the
safety. A lot of the people go fishing. The children
go swimm ng. Very safe environnment right now.
Peacef ul .

I mconcerned about the noise, the pollution
fromthe coal trains, dropping coal into the river.
There's cattle operators along the river, and their
wat er source is fromthe Tongue Ri ver.

Right now ny famly, we still practice our

Nati ve Anmerican church cerenonies along the river, on

our | and. I would |ike our land to stay peaceful,
quiet, clean. | don't want the noise pollution. R ght
now when we sit in a teepee and pray all night, it's --
all we hear are birds, coyotes, horses. I would Iike

for it to remain that way.

I don't want to see an influx of coal mners
that don't respect our chil dren. I know i n the Bakken
area, there's nman canps and there's human trafficking.

I don't want that to happen here. | want our wonen to
al so be safe. In North Dakota there's docunented
stories in Indian Country Today where wonen are being
abduct ed and abused. So are chil dren. | don't want to

see that here for our children.
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I mconcerned about the safety of our people
and our aninals. There's cows and horses that roam
freely, and sone of our food sources, |ike deer,
et cetera.

And | thank you for the tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comrent s.

Wbul d anyone else |like to provide an oral

comment this afternoon?

LLEVANDO FI SHER: l*'m going to stand ri ght
here. M nane's Ll evando Fisher. [|'m chairman of the
Nort hern Cheyenne tribe and we -- | cannot support this

railroad at this time, because |'ve got to rely on ny
peopl e, the Northern Cheyenne tri be.

If they want to devel op coal on a reservati on,
by referendum vote, they got to call for coal
devel opnent . If they go with coal devel opnent by the
Nort hern Cheyenne tribe, then | can support that
rail road. But wi thout the vote of the Northern Cheyenne
peopl e, | cannot support that railroad at this tine.

So | just wanted that to be a matter of
record, and | requested for additional 120 days on this
envi ronnent al study, but they only granted us 60 days.
So that -- | wanted nore tine to review and anal yze this

El S.
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So with that, 1'd just like that to be part of
the record, that | cannot support that railroad at this
ti ne because of the people of the Northern Cheyenne
tri be have to nake that determ nation.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to provide
oral comments this evening -- or this afternoon?

Ckay. Thank you for your comments and
participation. 1'll turn it back over to Ken for sone

cl osi ng remarks.

KEN BLODGETT: Hi. | would just like to thank
everybody for attending this afternoon's neeting. The
Surface Transportati on Board does greatly appreciate all
your i nput and your participation in our environnental
revi ew process.

W will -- if you would like to provide
addi ti onal comments, you may do so through August 24th,
in witing, to the board or at the Tongue Ri ver EI S Wb
site, which has been set up for this project. You can
submt comrents el ectronically.

W' Il have another neeting here this evening
at 6:00 p.m, and additional neetings tonbrrow in

Forsyth at 2:00 p.m and 6:00 p. m tonorrow. 30
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t hat

So again, thank you all for attendi ng, and
concludes this neeting. Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the proceeding

concluded at 3:19 p.m)
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