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CSX Railroad Bridge 19243

Written Description

CSX Railroad Bridge 19243 spans the North Fork of Wildcat Creek and is located in Section 3,
Township 23 North, Range 2 West on the U.S.G.S. Pyrmont, Indiana Quadrangle map. It is
located approximately 0.30 mile northwest of Owasco, Indiana. The plate girder structure has a
timber deck and measures approximately 1,276 feet long. The bridge has 27 spans, and
measures approximately 56 feet above the ground and water at its highest points.

The structure has cut limestone abutments at its northern end, with three spans that vary in
length from 75 feet to 83 feet. The bridge is supported across the creek by metal piers on cut-
stone abutments. From the south bank of the creek, the spans alternate in length between 56
feet from one pier tower to the next and 25 feet to 28 feet between the arms of the rectangular
pier towers. The final two spans are each 60 feet long and are supported by metal piers and
cut-stone abutments. The spans measuring 60 feet and 83 feet are reinforced by timber-bent
supports. The flanges of each girder spanning more than 50 feet are reinforced above and
below with four plates, while the flanges of the shorter spans are not reinforced.*

The line was abandoned in 1992, and the single-track of rails was removed. Since then, the
condition of the bridge has severely deteriorated. One of the cut-stone abutments in the creek
is sinking, causing a shift in the alignment of the entire structure at the north end. Additionally,
the deck is separated from the supports at the southern end of the bridge.

! Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, “SHAARD” (available online:
https://secure.in.gov/apps/dnr/shaard/welcome.html, 2007), accessed 21 May 2012.
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Statement of Significance

CSX Railroad Bridge 19243 was built c. 1892 and is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A and C. The structure is associated with the Monon
Railroad, which was a major contributor to the railroad heritage in the state of Indiana. The
bridge served as an important link for the Monon between Chicago and Indianapolis.
Additionally, the plate girder structure with a timber deck is significant as one of the oldest and
longest rail viaducts in the state. It is one of two noteworthy extant bridges of its type along the
Monon line and retains integrity. The bridge has not been altered, and any variations from its
original appearance are a result of time and neglect.

CSX Railroad Bridge 19243 was originally constructed c. 1892 by the Louisville, New Albany &
Chicago Railway Company (LNA&C) over the North Fork of Wildcat Creek. The Monon was
organized in 1847 as the New Albany and Salem Railroad Company and was closely tied to the
identity of Indiana from its earliest days." The people of Salem were eager to build the railroad
as a connection to New Albany and the Ohio River,? as the existing transportation routes along
nearly 30 miles of poorly maintained dirt roads were unable to meet their needs. By 1853, the
Monon opened 300 miles of track from Lake Michigan to the Ohio River® and was one of few
north-south railroads. The main line ran from Chicago, lllinois to Indianapolis, Indiana, while
branch lines ran from Monon, Indiana (its namesake) to Michigan; Monon to Indianapolis; and
Orleans, Indiana to French Lick Springs Hotel. For the most part, the appearance of the railroad
on a map resembled an “X.” The LNA&C acquired the Monon Railroad Company in 1859, but
the line was still referred to as the Monon.

The Monon assisted in the cause of the Union forces during the Civil War by providing service
to soldiers and shipping supplies. It also played a large role in helping to develop Indiana’s
economy early on by shipping limestone from southern Indiana to other states and regions.
Several improvements were made to the company’s properties in the late 1880s and mid-1890s.
In 1892, depots were built in Rensselaer and Monon, while the Monticello and Delphi depots
were enlarged. A depot was built in Cedar Lake in 1893, one was constructed in Broad Ripple
in 1894, and a station was built in Kirklin in 1895. In 1896, a new yard, enginehouse and
turntable were built at Belt Junction in Indianapolis.® Several newspaper articles at the time
commented on the additions to the Monon'’s railcars, services offered, and building construction
in various6 towns along its lines. At its peak, the Monon was the fifth largest railroad system in
the state.

In keeping with its close ties to its Hoosier identity, the Monon celebrated its success with a
“Centennial Show Train” in 1948 that traveled through 20 Indiana towns over four days. Each
town chose a “Monon Belle” to greet the train as it arrived. Sheet music for the song, Up and
Down the Monon, was written to accompany the celebration, and recordings were made on
phonograph records. A pamphlet celebrating the centennial stated that the Monon was a

! Frank F. Hargrave, A Pioneer Indiana Railroad: The Origin and Development of the Monon (Indianapolis: Wm. B.
Burford Printing Co., 1932), 17.
% |bid., 15.
% Monon Railroad Historical-Technical Society, History of the Monon (available online:
http://www.monon.org/history.html, 2004-2012), accessed 21 May 2012.
* Richard S. Simons and Francis H. Parker, Railroads of Indiana (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University
Press, 1997), 129.
° Gary W. Dolzall and Stephen F. Dolzall, Monon: The Hoaosier Line, 2d. rev. ed. (Bloomington and Indianapolis:
!sndiana University Press, 2001), 42.

Ibid.
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“...veritable life-line for Indiana — carrying the raw materials from its farms and mines and
guarries — its many finished products and its people — from point to point throughout the state
and making of Indiana a ‘corridor’ which connects the Great Lakes with the South”.’

In 1971, the Monon was acquired by the Louisville & Nashville Railroad (L&N).®2 The L&N was
absorbed by the Seaboard System in 1983 and eventually became part of CSX in 1986.° CSX
received abandonment authority of the line on February 3, 1992. Since that time, the condition
of Bridge 19243 has continually deteriorated.

Between 1892 and 1893 all of the timber Howe truss bridges on the Chicago to Indianapolis
alignment were replaced with structures built of iron and masonry.*® According to a February 4,
1893 article in the Carroll County Citizen, the railroad was “...about to let the contract for an iron
bridge, 1,000 feet long, over the north fork of Wildcat and another iron bridge, 600 feet in length,
over Deer Creek, to rest on stone abutments. These bridges are to be extensions to those built
last summer”.'* The structures mentioned in the article were two of three notable bridges of
their type along the Monon’s line. The third was the Paoli Trestle, built in 1904, which measured
870 feet long and 100 feet tall. The Paoli Trestle was demolished in 1981 after abandonment of
the line in that area.*?> The trestle over Deer Creek, near Delphi, is still extant and closely
resembles the bridge over the North Fork of Wildcat Creek.

The condition of Bridge 19243 has severely deteriorated. One of the cut limestone abutments in
the creek is sinking, causing a shift in the alignment of the entire structure at the north end.
Additionally, the deck is separated from the supports at the southern end of the bridge. The
bridge has not been altered from its original appearance, with the exception of the shift in the
alignment. The bridge retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association.

" CI&L Railroad, Thanks fellow Hoosiers for helping us put the Monon back on the map (Unknown publisher and
location, 1948).

® Railroads of Indiana, 130.

° |bid., 166.

1 Monon: The Hoosier Line, 42.

1 carroll County Citizen, 4 February 1893, Vol. I, No. 32.

12 Railroads of Indiana, 230.
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CERTIFICATION OF MEETING
NATIONAL ARCHIVE AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION (NARA)

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION STANDARDS

Name of Resource or Project ch gﬁf{ﬁe : / 4248
County cﬂ'rn’ / / Date of Photography Mée” 26:, 20l

A requirement of the minimum architectural documentation standards adopted by the Division of Historic Preservation
and Archaeclogy (DHPA) must meet one of the following specifications:

Black and White film photograph

Photographs must be archival black and white images from camera-exposed photographic film printed on silver-
emulsion fiber-based or silver emulsion resin-coated (RC) papers using archival black and white processing. Images
printed on color paper or utilizing color processing will not be accepted.

Please check whichever applies.
black-and-white images printed on silver-emulsion resin-coated (RC) papers

black-and-white images printed on silver-emulsion fiber-based papers

Digital Photography

The electronic image files must meet the following specifications:

»  QCriginal capture .TIF or raw converted to .TIF

»  Pixel depth or dimension minimum 3000 x 2000
* 300 dpi {camera default is usually lower)

=  RGB Color

Photographic printing must meet the following specifications:

=  Print at 300 dpl (select this option in your computer’s print menu)

* Paper: Epson Premium Giossy Paper; Kokak Ultra Photo Premium; HP Professional Satin Photo paper; or
comparable manufacturer-recommended photographic paper

= Ink: Epson UltraChrome K3; Kodak No, 10 Pigmented Ink; HP Vivera Pigment Ink; or comparable manufacturer-
recommended photographic ink

I certify that the ___{ fi (number of photographs) taken to fulfill the minimum architectural documentation standards
adopted by the Divislon of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA) meet the approptiate specification above:

Signature of Applicant_M. D W“’ Date 5/ 50/ 20! 2-




CSX Transportation, Inc.

-- Photo Log —
Photo Number Property Location City County | State Camera Description of View Photographer Photo
Name Facing... Date

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_1.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN North Bridge Deck Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_2.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN North North End Barricade; Bridge Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Deck & Piers, Deteriorating

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_3.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN South Bridge Deck Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 1215

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_A4.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northwest Failing Bridge Support; Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Separation of Deck & Support

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_5.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Southeast South End Backwall Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_6.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northwest Bridge Structure & Supports Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 1215

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_7.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northeast Bridge Structure & Supports Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 1215

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_8.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northeast Sinking Pier; Leaning Bridge Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 1215 Structure

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_9.tif Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northeast North End Bridge Structure; Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Pier & Backwall

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243 10.tif | Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN East Bridge Deterioration Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 1215

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_11.tif | Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northwest North End Bridge Structure; Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Sinking Pier & Backwall

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_12.tif | Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Southeast Foundation — 4-post (steel) Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 bridge support

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243_13.tif | Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Southeast Bridge Structure from Ground Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Level

IN_CarrollCounty_Bridge19243 14.tif | Bridge Milepost 0QA | Owasco | Carroll IN Northeast Bridge Structure from Ground Archie Arthur 10/25/2011
19243 121.5 Level

Directionally, Bridge 19243 is positioned “North to South”
The 1,276-ft deck plate girder (steel) bridge with timber deck crosses the North Fork Wildcat Creek (waterway).




