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TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015
6:29 PM M
M LES CI TY, MONTANA
- 000-
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Wl |,

good eveni ng. Thank

you for joining us this evening. W'IlI|l go ahead and

start our public neeting, and w'll have a few conments.
Then we'll nove into the oral comment portion of this
eveni ng.

I"d like to introduce Ken Bl odgett, with the

Sur face Transportati on Board.

Ken?

KEN BLODGETT:
w - -

comng this evening to attend the Surface

Yeah. Hello. Good eveni ng,

ever ybody. and | would like to thank everybody

f or

Transportation Board's public coment neeting on the

pr oposed constructi on and operation of the Tongue Ri ver

Rai |l road and the Draft Environnent al St at enent .

| mpact

Again, nmy nane is Ken Bl odgett. Wth ne is

Dani el l e Gosselin, and we are here representing the

Surface Transportation Board Ofice of Environnmental
Anal ysi s.

Can everybody hear ne now? Sorry.

Also with us at the table is Alan Sumerville

of ICF International, our -- the project nmanager for our

2
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third-party contracting team Elizabeth Diller, also

wth ICF International; and Jennifer Piggott, who wll

serve as our facilitator this evening.

The Surface Transportation Board is the

f ederal agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on

of interstate surface transportation wthin the

United States and for granting authority for the

construction and operation of newrail |ines and

associated facilities.
The board's mssion is to ensure that

conpetitive, efficient, and safe transportati on services

are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,

and consuners. In all of its decisions, the Surface

Transportation Board is commtted to advanci ng the

nati onal transportation policy goals established by

Congr ess.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or CEA

iIs the office which is responsible for ensuring that the

board is in conpliance with the requirenents of the

Nati onal Environmental Policy Act. W fulfill that

responsi bility through i ndependent environnental review

of railroad actions, which require the board' s approval.

On Cctober 16, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver Railroad

Conpany filed an application with the Surface

Transportation Board to construct and operate a rail
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line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoi nts near

Ashl and. On Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue Ri ver Railroad

filed a supplenental application in which it identified

its preferred routing for the proposed |line as the

Col strip alternative, between Colstrip and the Ashl and

ar ea.
The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead

agency responsi ble for preparing the Draft Environmental

| npact Statenment. Four cooperating agencies worked with

the board in preparing the Draft Environnent al

| npact

Statenent: The Bureau of Land Managenent, the Corps of

Engi neers, the U S. Departnent of Agriculture, and

Mont ana state agencies. These cooperating agencies all

have deci si on- maki ng authority i ndependent of the board

and are agencies fromwhich Tongue R ver Railroad woul d

obtain a separate approval or permt prior to

constructi on.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is for the

board to recei ve comments, both oral and witten, on the

Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, which was served

and nmade avail abl e for
Apr i

reflects OEA's anal ysis of the potenti al

public review and connment on

17t h. The Draft Environnental St at enent

| npact
envi r onnment al
i npacts that could result fromthe construction and

operation of the proposed rail |ine.
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Public invol venent is an inportant conponent

in the environnental review process, and our hope is

that the comments you provide tonight will help ensure

that our office fully addresses your concerns and the

potential environnental inpacts that could result from

the constructi on and operation of the proposed rail

line, as well as appropriate mtigation neasures.
The Draft Environnental | npact Statenent
public conment period will last until August 24th, 2015.

After the public coment period has conme to a cl ose, OEA

will consider all comments recei ved and address those

comments in the Final Environnent al St at enent ,

| npact

which will present our final conclusions and

recommendati ons for mtigating possi bl e environnental

ef fects.

The board will then nmake a final deci sion on

t he proposed rail |ine construction. I n maki ng that

deci sion, the board wll consider the entire
environnental record, including all coments received,
the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent; the Final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent; and our final

recommended environnmental mtigation. No

proj ect-rel ated construction may begin until the board
has made that final decision and that deci sion has

becone effective.
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If you have not already done so, | would

encour age everybody to sign in at the table | ocated at

the entrance to this room Those of you who have

I ndi cated that you would |i ke to make a public coment

on the Draft Envi ronnent al Statenent at this

| npact

nmeeting, which will be recorded by the court reporter,

W ll be called upon to speak in the order in which you

signed in.
If you would like to provide a handwitten

comment tonight, comment forms can be | ocated on -- over

there in the public -- in the comment area room and

there's boxes that you can put your comments in tonight.

Witten conments nay al so be nmailed to the

board at our WAshi ngton address or submtted

electronically on the project Wb site,
t ongueri vereis. com

Al'l oral and witten comments wll be given

equal wei ght and consi derati on. | n preparing your

witten coimments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as

possi bl e regarding the content of the Draft

Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

That concludes ny remarks this evening, and I

would like to turn the floor over to Alan Summervill e,

who will provide a little nore information on the

envi ronnent al revi ew process.
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Thank you.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good eveni ng. Duri ng the

open house portion of the neeting, we provided

informati on on the environnental review process and on

the project. Now l'd |like to take just about three

m nutes to summari ze that information for those of you

who weren't able to participate or cone to the open

house and to provide a recap for those of you who were

t here.
In the neeting brochure and on one of the

posters, we have a figure depicting the environnental

revi ew process.

To initiate the scopi ng process, CEA issued

notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the

public; elected officials; federal, state, and | ocal

agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially

I nterested organi zations. COCEA issued a draft scope of
study and held agency and public neetings to obtain
comments on topics that should be analyzed in the EI S
and possible alternatives to the TRRC al i gnnent.

I nterest ed agenci es and persons were invited
to participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the
draft

scope of study, submitting conments in witing,

and attendi ng scoping neetings held in the project area.

After considering comments through the scoping7
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process, the board published a notice of final scope of
study for the EIS on March 22nd, 2013.

Thr oughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
CEA net in person and through tel econferences wth
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, and tribal -- as
well as tribes.

OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the

potential environnental inpacts of the proposed

Tongue Ri ver Railroad and the reasonable alternatives,
i ncluding the "No-Action” alternative.
The Draft EI'S al so addresses the inpacts of
trains traveling to destinati ons outside the project
area, which are also referred to as "downline inpacts."”

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:

Transportati on, greenhouse gasses and cli nate change,

noi se, bi ol ogical resources, water resources, Visual
resources, cultural and historical resources, | and
resources, geology and soils, socioeconom cs, and

environnental justice. Al other resources would

experi ence negligible inpacts.
The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary

recommendati ons on environnental mtigation. These

mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as

potential conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC
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authority to construct and operate the rail |ine.

The Draft EIS was di stri buted and nade

avail able to the public on April 24th to interested

menbers of the public; parties of record; elected

officials; tribes; and appropriate federal, state, and

| ocal officials.

OEA provi ded extensive notification through
vari ous neans to the project area and the downli ne
communi ti es.

EIS wll consider and

As Ken stated, the final

respond to all coments received on the Draft EI'S and

wi Il include any appropriate changes and reconnendati ons
for additional mtigation neasures. It will also
identify CEA' s preferred alternative.

Conpl etion of the final EIS wll be announced

to the public in a Notice of Availability published in

the Federal Register and by notification to interested
parties.

At this tine, I'd like to hand the neeting
over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who will go

over sone ground rules, and then we can begin to hear

publ i ¢ conments.

Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thanks, Al an.
We'll now begin the oral comment portion of
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toni ght's neeti ng. Before we begin, I'd |like to go over
a fewthings. |If you haven't already done so, please
sil ence your cell phones so you don't interrupt the
meet i ng.

If you would Ii ke to speak and did not sign up
when you arrived, please raise your hand, and we'l | get
you regi stered to speak.

A court reporter will transcri be your oral
comments for use in preparing the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment. Please do not provide any personal
informati on in your comments that you would not like to
see published in the final docunent. Please speak
slowly and clearly so that the court reporter can easily
record your comments. Pl ease state your full nane and
spell it out for the record and indicate if you're
representing a group or organi zation this eveni ng.

Each speaker will be allotted three m nutes.
You do not have to speak for the full three m nutes;
however, when 30 seconds renains, a yellow card will be
rai sed, and a red card wll be raised when your tine has
ended. Qut of respect for others, we ask that you
pl ease honor your three m nutes. I f you think you have
nmore conmments than you can present in the time allotted,
pl ease nmake the nobst inmportant comments first.

This tinme limt has been set at each neeting 10
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to ensure everyone who wi shes to speak has a fair and

equal opportunity to provide their coments. I f you do
not get a chance to voice all of your conmments, you can
submt themin witing.

If you have a witten statenent already

prepared, you may read it al oud, and we recomend t hat

you al so submt it as a witten comment.

If tinme permts, at the end of the neeting, we

will invite up additional speakers and anyone who did
not get a chance to finish their original coments.

Pl ease feel free to provide your comments in
either witten or oral form Both types of coments
have equal weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the neeting wll

all ow you to provide comments that will be transcri bed.

OCEA wi Il not be answering questions or respond to the

comments during this portion of the neeting. OEA wi | |

respond to comments in the Final Environnental

| npact

Statenent. This wll allow as nmuch tine as possible for

menbers of the public to comment.

I will now call up our first speaker, which is

Wade Si kor ski .

WADE SI KORSKI : My name i s Wade Si kor ski ,

Wa-d-e, S-i-k-0-r-s-k-i. I'mfrom Fall on County, about

80 mles east of here, and | don't have a direct

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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property interest in the Tongue R ver Railroad; however,

I think I have a pretty substantial econom c and

envi ronnental i nterest.

My famly practices -- we have a ranch. W

have a coupl e thousand acres of no-till farm ng and a

couple -- several thousand acres of pasture | and.

And environnent -- global warm ng is already

substantially inpacting our ranching

i npacting --
oper ati on.

When | was a child, ny father -- or

ny famly

built a flood irrigation system and it collects the

wat er that collects on our place, and it funnels it

t hrough a dam and diverts it down through a series of

di kes onto about 60 acres.

VWhen | was a child, this irrigation system

woul d flood fromtop to bottom al nost every year. And

usually, even in the years that it didn't, it would get

at |l east halfway. Then we'd go through and drain the

weirs and get the whole thing fl ooded.

And the thing is that things have changed. W

haven't decreased the anbunt of precipitation we get
usually -- not very nuch, a little bit, but not very
much. But what is happening nowis that this fl ood

irrigation system al nost never fl oods anynore.

My uncle is busy tal king about getting a big 12
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Cat and leveling out all the di kes because they're in
the way. W can't farmit. And so irrigated ground
that would be fairly -- if we were going to sell the
place, it would be a pretty substantial anount of nobney
that they would pay extra for irrigable ground.

And so it's -- over ny lifetinme, it has
degraded into regular farm and, and that's a very
substantial nonetary | oss we have faced, due to clinmate
change, al ready.

And, you know, the problemw th EI S
statenents, | think, in general is that it doesn't
consi der the broader econom c and environnent al

i mplications of climte change.

I nmean, we're kind of |ooking at the -- a very
narrow -- the EIS | ooks at a very narrow focus in the
envi ronnent al i npact statenent. But, you know, I'm a

hundred m |l es east of here, and | think that
cumul atively, clinate change is going to have a nmj or
I npact on the way that ny famly is going to farm and
ranch.

And that's a -- you know, it's a substanti al
anmount of noney that we have | ost already. And as
t hi ngs accelerate and go into the -- as they say, we go
into the future, it's going to get a | ot worse.

So | would urge the board to sinply not | et 13
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the Tongue Ri ver go through. W can't do things |like

t hi s anynore. It is going to harmagriculture, the

source of our food, and we just can't do that.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker this evening is

Garrett Lamach.

GARRETT LAMACH:  Lanach.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Lamach. Sorry.

GARRETT LAMACH. Good evening. M nane's

Garrett Lanmach. | live here in Mles City, Montana.

I"d like to start off by saying that | would

spend ny sumers as a kid working on a farm and ranch

al ong the Tongue Ri ver Vall ey. I | oved every summer

doing it. Every fall, when | was a kid, 1'd go hunting

al ong the Tongue River Valley as well. |'ve grown quite

fond of the valley. | enjoy the beauty. | enjoy the

wldlife.

But over the years, access to those places has

dim ni shed to al nost nothing. The outfitting industry,

new and different people fromall over -- from other

states or just plain greedy businessnen fromin-state

have bought all the small famly farns al ong the

Tongue Ri ver Vall ey.

14
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These people don't share the sane val ues as |

do. Now sone of themwant ne to support themin

stoppi ng the rail road.

So now it cones down to where ny bread is

butt er ed. | have a job in the energy industry. I 1 ove

to hunt and fish in the valley. But | am not all owed

access to those places anynore, so why should | support

the farners al ong the vall ey when they don't support

The energy industry, on the other hand, and

the railroad help pay ny bills. So | will support them

and I 'min favor of the railroad.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker this evening is

Debor ah Hanson.
DEBORAH HANSON: My nane i s Deborah Hanson. I

live in Mles Cty, Montana. |'ve been com ng to these

heari ngs and pl anni ng neetings since 1980. 1've been

t hrough Tongue River I, II, IIl, and now IV, and

wor ked with many of the ranchers that |ived up and down

the valley. And | can tell you the stress of this

rail road caused nmany of themto sell and | eave and, as

you can hear, many of those ranches have been bought

out .

nme?
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This is a sustainable industry, however, and

it's a big industry for all of Eastern Mntana, the

agriculture of the Tongue R ver Valley. This railroad
w il inpact that.

I"d like to speak to the fact that
Mles Cty -- let ne just talk about | think it's

Alternative |.

I don't believe that this EIS did nuch in the

way of dealing with our floodplain, our floodplain

i ssues, our new di ke, our 500-year -- we have to build

sonet hi ng for

has pretty much put the onus on us. And this railroad

500 years that the Arny Corps of Engi neers

will inpact us greatly. And that was not really
studi ed. That's a huge oversi ght.

| do believe that our Mles Cty Council sent
sone coments to you on how the railroad, where it hooks

up with BN at Mles Cty, where there's a T goi ng east

and west, will in one way i npact our federal fish

hat chery, and the other way wl | inpact our | ocal

spotted eagl e park that we have put a ot of tine and

nmoney in, and it has a | ot of use.

And it would be fairly -- it would inpact

safety of the public, besides the fact that it would be

noi sy, and you' d have coal dust, et cetera.

Let nme just tal k about two nore things.
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The viability of our coal, which is pretty

much in the tank right now, they're about to be

delisted, and there's a ot of runors of them going

bankrupt. And they woul d be the owner of the m ne,

whi ch woul d be the sole reason for the Tongue Ri ver

Rai | road, which, by the way, is also partly owned by

Arch Coal .
So it seens to ne like this is sonething that

we' d better consider. Since you ve done your EIS, this

has actually been goi ng down rapidly.

We cannot conpartnentalize all these things.

Like the railroad is not really separate from coal

m ni ng, which isn't separate fromthe inpacts it has on

water and air, fromthe transportation problens it

causes for all the towns all the way to the Wst Coast,
the port cities that would have -- that Arch Coal al so,
by the way, owns part of one of the coal places.

So | think we need to take all that into
account, and | support the "No-Action" alternative.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this evening is Mark Fi Xx.

MARK FIX: H . I'mMrk Fix, F-i-x. [|I'ma
rancher and irrigator on the Tongue, about 20 mniles
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sout hwest of Mles City. My ranch woul d be crossed by

two of the proposals in the Draft Environnmental | npact
Statenent and four of the alternatives.
The draft does not address how the rail line

will affect flooding in Mles City. Mles City is

wor ki ng on an extensive rebuild of the di ke protecting
Mles Cty.

WIl the railroad grade force water fromthe

Tongue towards the di ke and cause it to fail? |If the

di ke needs to be nodified, will the cost be paid by the

Tongue River Railroad, or will the taxpayers of

Mles Cty and Custer County have to pay for the

i nprovenent ?
for a

In Montana, the preferred corridor

railroad is by an easenent. The draft assunes that the
right-of-way wll be by fee title. | woul d prefer an
easenent, because then | would be paid for each
easement .

The draft says that a power line will be built
along the railroad grade. W should be paid for that
easenment .

The draft says that communication towers wl|
be installed. Again, the | andlord should be paid for
that easenent. |If a fiber optic line or a pipeline is

pl anned al ong the route, the | andowner shoul d al so be

18
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conpensated for that.

We're in a different age fromthe tine when
rail roads were gi ven extensive parcels of land to build
the railroad. The preferred nethod nowis a termcalled
wheel age. The | andowner should be paid for the ongoing
Intrusion on his property. Sonmething simlar to
10 cents a ton a mle for the traffic across their | and
may be suitable. The agreenent should be subject to
inflation and should be adjusted upward over tine.

| " ve been very happy the | ast few years,
because the cloud of a permt fromthe Surface
Transportati on Board has been lifted fromny property.
Ever since | bought the ranch in 1991, there's been a
permt allowing the Tongue River Railroad to build on ny
property. There is no approved railroad across ny | and
now, and I would like to keep it that way.

I'"ve not had any | andnan com ng to ny pl ace
trying to buy the land for a right-of-way and
threatening ne with the fact that they have em nent
domai n and can condemm ny land if they have to. That
happened several times after | bought the ranch in 1991.

If it takes another 10 or 20 years to conplete
the final EIS, that would be fine with ne. The draft is
so big, I think it may take that long to read it all

The draft is very confusing when it cones to 19
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anal yzing the different routes. It appears that a

bl ack- box nodel has been created, and that has been put

in; results cane out. It's hard to understand how this

nodel wor ks and what paraneters were put into it.

I doubt that anyone that programed the nodel

obt ai ned any gui dance froma farner or a rancher. I

doubt that the results will protect farners and

ranchers.

The draft only | ooks at problems within the

ri ght-of-way. Many of our operations nearby nay be

affected by the rail Iine. Many of the things we do

fromday to day to run the ranch will be altered. W

may or may not be able to nodify our operation to work
around the rail road. Pl aces that we built -- our hones,
our corrals, our fences -- were nmade to nmake the | and

work the best the way it is. Throwng arail line in

the m ddle of our ranch will forever alter our operation
and the peace and tranquility that we enjoy in
East ern Mont ana.

I urge you to approve the "No-Action"”
alternative. There is no public need and necessity for
t he railroad.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:

Thank you for your

comment s. 20
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Qur next speaker is Dean Seifert.

DEAN SEI FERT: Il want to get

I want to hear what everybody el se has to say.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay.

who wi shes to make an oral comment this eveni ng?

DEAN SEI FERT: Oh, you and |

sides, |'m sure.

GARRETT LAMACH:. Wuld you just defer for

DEAN SEI FERT: For now, yes.
JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:

make an oral comment this eveni ng?

Sir?

KElI TH HALL.: My nanme's Keith Hall. I

here in Mles CGty.

live

the | ast word in.

are on opposite

I s there anyone el se

now?

Wul d anyone else like to

| see this railroad com ng down the vall ey as

a big damin tinmes of heavy rains. And when we get
dammed up in this country,

My second concern is us, as hunting and
fishing peopl e,
we're not allowed to cross the railroad's

of the | aws.

it tends to wash things away.

| and because

If it's public | and, we should not be denied
access given to sonebody that wants to nmake nobney. I n
the long run, it's the noney that tal ks. People who
hunt and fish and enjoy the | and, canping and stuff, we

are going to | ose access to | and because

21
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wll be barred from access to parts of our
recreational [sic].
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Wul d anyone else |like to nake an oral comrent
t his eveni ng?

Is there anyone who's al ready spoken who woul d

li ke to expand upon their conmrents?

Okay. No one else wants to make a conmnent ?
Al right. Wth that, | will --

ALAN SUMMERVI LLE: He was going to comment.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Sir, would you |like to nake
an oral comment?

DEAN SE| FERT: Not at this tine, no.

JENNI FER PIGGEOTT: Well, with that, I wll --

t hank you for your participation, and I will turn the

meeti ng back over to Ken for a few final words.

Thank you.
KEN BLODGETT: |

woul d just |ike to thank

everybody for conmng to the neeting this evening. W do

greatly appreciate your participation and your i nput
into the Surface Transportation Board's environnent al
revi ew process.

You can -- additional coments can be provided:22
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t hr ough August 24th, when the conment period ends. You

can provide themelectronically, at the project Wb

site, tonguerivereis.com You can mail themdirectly to

the board at our address in Washington, D.C

And with that, that concludes this evening' s
meeting. W' Il be having neetings tonorrow in Colstrip
at 2:.00 p.m and 6:00 p. m

So with that, thank you again for com ng, and
we hope to hear from you.

Thanks.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ng

concluded at 6:58 p.m)
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