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MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2015
2:36 PM M
ASHLAND, MONTANA
- 000-

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Ckay. Thank you for
joining us this afternoon. I'd like to introduce
Ken Bl odgett, with the Surface Transportati on Board.

Ken?

KEN BLODGETT: Hello. Good afternoon. I
t hank you for attendi ng today the public conmment neeting
on the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent for the
proposed construction operation of the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | r oad.

My nane is Ken Bl odgett, and with ne today is
Dani el |l e Gosselin, and we are here representing the
Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of Environnental
Anal ysi s.

Al so sitting at the table today is
Alan Sumerville of ICF International, the project
manager for our third-party contracting team and
El i zabeth Diller, also with ICF International; and
Jenni fer Piggott, who will act as our facilitator this
af t er noon.

The Surface Transportation Board is the

f ederal agency responsi ble for the econonic regul ati on
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of interstate surface transportation wthin the

United States and for granting authority for the
construction and operation of newrail |ines and
associated facilities. The board's mssion is to ensure
that conpetitive, efficient, and safe transportation
services are provided to neet the needs of shi ppers,
recei vers, and consuners.

In all of its decisions, the Surface
Transportation Board is commtted to advanci ng the
nati onal transportation policy rules established by
Congr ess.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OCEA,
is the office within the board which is responsible for
ensuring that the board is in conpliance with the
requi renents of the National Environnental Policy Act.
We fulfill this responsibility through i ndependent
environnental review of railroad actions, which require
t he board's approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue R ver
Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the
Sur face Transportati on Board to construct and operate a
rail line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoints
near Ashl and.

On Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue Ri ver Railroad

filed a supplenental application in which it identified
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its preferred routing for the proposed |line as the
Col strip Alternative, between Colstrip and the Ashl and
ar ea.

The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead
agency responsi ble for preparing the Draft Environnmental
| npact St at enent. Four cooperati ng agenci es worked with
the board in preparing the Draft EIS: The
Bur eau of Land Managenent, the Corps of Engi neers, the
U S. Departnent of Agriculture, and Montana state
agenci es.

These cooperative agenci es have
deci si on- maki ng authority i ndependent of the board and
are agencies from which Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d
obtai n separate approvals or permts prior to
constructi on.

The purpose of today's neeting is for the
Surface Transportation Board to receive comments, both
oral and witten, on the Draft Environnmental | npact
St atenent, which was served and made avail abl e for
public review and conment on April 17th. The Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment reflects OEA s anal ysis
of the potential environmental inpacts that could result
fromthe construction and operati on of the proposed rail
i ne.

Public involvenent is a very inportant

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 1-6.8.15

conponent in the environnmental review process. Qur hope
Is that the comments you provide wll help to ensure
that our office fully addresses your concerns and the
potential environnmental inpacts that could result from
the construction and operation of this rail line, as
wel |l as appropriate mtigation neasures.

The Draft EI'S public coment period wll | ast
until August 24th, 2015. After the public conment
period has cone to a close, our office will consider all
conments recei ved and address each comment in a final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which will present our
final concl usions and recommendati ons for mtigating
possi bl e envi ronnent al i npacts.

| ssuance of the final EIS will conplete the
board's environnmental review process. The board w |l
then make a final decision on the proposed rail |ine
constructi on. In maki ng that decision, the board w |
consider the entire environnental record, including all
public comments, the Draft EIS, the final EI'S, and OEA' s
final recommended environnental mtigation.

No project-related constructi on nmay begin
until the board's final decision has been issued and has
becone effective.

I f you have not already done so, please be

sure to sign in at the table near the entrance to this
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room Those who have indicated that they would like to
make a public conmment on the Draft EIS at this neeting,
which will be recorded by the court reporter, wll be
call ed upon to speak in the order in which they signed
I n.

If you would like to provide a handwitten
comment today, conmment forns are avail able at this side
of the room and there are boxes to place your coments
inif you choose to do that. Witten comments may al so
be mailed to the board or submtted el ectronically on
the project Wb site, which is tonguerivereis.com

All oral and witten comments will be given
equal wei ght and consi derati on. I n preparing your
witten comments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as
possi bl e regardi ng the content of the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

That concludes ny remarks, and I'I|l now turn
the floor over to Alan Sumerville, who wll discuss a
little bit nore about the environnental review process.

Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | ask you to do
sonething? Turn that up a little bit? | have a hearing
i mpai rment, and | can hardly understand you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't hear it very

wel | either.
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JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Just put the mc a little
closer, and I'll ask themto turn it up.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good afternoon

Is that better?

Al'l right.

Duri ng the open house portion of this
afternoon's neeting, we provided informati on on the
envi ronnental review process and on the project. And
now |'d i ke to take just about three mnutes to
sumari ze that information for those of you who were not
at the open house portion and try to recap for those of
you who were.

In the neeting brochure and on one of the
posters, there's a figure depicting the environnental
revi ew process.

To initiate the scoping process, COEA issued
notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the
public; elected officials; federal, state, | ocal
agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially
i nt erested organi zati ons.

CEA issued a draft scope of study and held
publ i c and agency neetings to attain comments on topics
that the EI'S should anal yze and possible alternatives to
the TRRC ali gnnent.

I nterest ed agenci es and persons were invited

7
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to participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the
draft scope of the study, submtting conments in
witing, and attending scoping neetings held in the
pr oj ect area.

After considering the comments received
t hrough the scopi ng process, the board published a
Noti ce of Final Scope of Study in March 2013.

Throughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the potenti al
environnental i npacts of the proposed Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road and reasonabl e alternatives, including the
"No- Action" alternative.

The Draft EI'S al so addresses the i npacts of
trains traveling to destinations outside the project
area, also known as -- referred to as "downli ne
I npacts. "

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and cli mate change,
noi se, biol ogical resources, water resources, Vvisual
resources, cultural and historic resources, |and
resources, geology and soils, socioeconom cs, and

environnental justice. Al other resources would
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experi ence negligi bl e i npacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA's prelimnary
recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. These
mtigation neasures wll be considered by the board as
potential conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC
authority to construct and operate the rail |ine.

The Draft EI'S was di stri buted and nade
avail able on April 24th to interested nenbers of the
public, parties of record, elected officials, tribes,
and appropriate federal, state, and |ocal officials.

OEA provi ded extensive notification through vari ous
means to the project area and downline comunities.

As Ken stated, the final EIS will consider and
respond to all comments received on the Draft EI'S and
w Il include any appropriate changes and reconmendati ons
for additional mtigati on neasures. It will also
identify OEA's preferred alternative. Conpl eti on of the
final EIS will be announced to the public through a
Notice of Availability published in the Federal Register
and by notification to interested parties.

At this tine, I'd like to hand the neeting
over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who will go
over sone of the ground rules, and then we can begin to
hear public comments.

Thank you.
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JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Great. Thanks, Al an

W will now begin the oral coment portion of
t oday' s neeti ng.

Before we begin, 1'd like to go over just a
few things. |If you haven't already done so, please
sil ence your cell phones so it doesn't interrupt the
meeting or coments, for the court reporter to hear.

If you' d li ke to speak and did not sign up
when you arrived at the neeting, if you would just raise
your hand. W' re happy to get you signed up so you can
provi de oral comments.

Is there anyone el se who's wanting to provide
oral comments that hasn't already signed up?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On our part, he signed
up. Can we both go?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: CGot cha.

So as Ken alluded to before, a court reporter
wll transcribe your oral conmments for use in preparing
the Environnental |npact Statenent. Please do not
provi de any personal information in your comments that
you woul d not want to see published in the final
docunent. Pl ease speak slowy and clearly, so that the
court reporter can easily record your conmments. Pl ease
state your full nane and spell it out for the court

reporter and indicate if you're representing a group or 10
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or gani zat i on.

Each speaker will be allotted three m nutes.

You do not have to speak for the full three m nutes

however, when 30 seconds renmnains, a yellow card will be
rai sed, and a red card wll be raised when your tine has
ended.

Qut of respect for others, we ask that you
pl ease honor the three m nutes. If you think you have

nmore coments than you can present in the time allotted,

pl ease nmake the first -- nost inportant coments first.

If you don't get a chance to voice all your conmments,

you can submt themin witing. Again, we have conment

forms on the side of the room
If you have a witten statenent already
prepared, you may read it out |oud, and we reconnen

that you al so submt that as a witten coment.

And at the end of the neeting, since it | ooks

d

as though tinme will permt today, if we have -- if you

didn't get a chance to finish your conments, we can

invite you back up to finish your conmmrents.

Pl ease feel free to provide comments in either

oral or witten form Bot h types of comments are given

the sane weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the neeting all ows

you to provide comments that will be transcri bed.

CEA
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w |l not answer questions or respond to comments duri ng
the neeting. OEA will respond to comments in the final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment. This wll allow as nmuch

tine as possible for nenbers of the public to conment.

I wll now call up our first speaker, which is
Hank and Kitte Coffin.

HANK COFFI N:  Yeah, ny nane is Hank Coffi n.
One of the things | want to get back and neke it plain
in the report of transportation, |ICF, when they cone up
to our property, they told us that there was not hi ng of
any significance on our property. That railroad |ine,
from border to border, the right-of-way is over 900 --
or is at 900 feet w de.

There was significant things up there. Ther e
Is a grave of a nedicine nman that was probably a
Sioux Indian. That top line up there has natural rocks
up there forned on it that the Si oux honored The Most
Living Kind God within their culture, the sane thing
that you folks and I do when we go to church. They j ust
did it a different way.

The Cheyenne Nation was there too. That is
heritage to us. M wfe on her nother's side is Sioux
Indian. On her father's side, ny wife is Northern
Cheyenne. She has got the card. She is registered such

as the Northern Cheyenne. That is our heritage. W're

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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going to |l ose 900 feet of that, and all that is going to
conme out of there.

There was anot her group that cone up there and
reviewed it, and they found all that as significant, but
| CF said no, there was not hing significant. I'd like to
have that on the record. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Kitte Coffin.

KITTE COFFIN:. M nane is Kitte Coffin. I'ma
rural Northern Cheyenne tri bal nenber. | also live off

the reservation on original Northern Cheyenne property
on top of the hill, which the Tongue R ver Railroad is
proposing to lay their tracks right across our property.
And as ny husband said, that has been determ ned to be
tribal cultural property.

And | know | read portions of the DEIS, and in
one place, it said no tribal nenbers were going to be
bot hered, offended, or affected by any of the railroad

that's com ng through, and I want to tell you that's a

big lie.
I am affected, and the noise is going to
af fect ne even greater. | ve been di agnosed with
Meni ere' s di sease. | spend a lot of tinme al one, because

sounds like this echoing in places |like this, where

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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there are | arge groups of people, affect ne and cause ne
to have dizzy spells that sonetines takes several days
to get over.

I do not want to see the train go across our

property. | don't want to hear it go across the
property. | don't want to feel the vibration in the
ground under our house and up in ny knees. | have

better feeling in ny feet for sounds than | do in ny
ears, and | don't want to feel and go through all the
repercussi ons of having a train cross our property; not
to nention where they're proposing to put the train.
They're going to w pe out all that cultural property and
canyon. That can't be repl aced.

Yesterday | sat in the canyon, and | took
pi ctures of two hawks that are nesting there, red-tail ed
hawks.

I don't want to have to go sonewhere else to
live. | usually go out and harvest herbs and berries
and | eaves and things to nake ny own nedi ci nal renedies,
and | don't want to have to go sonewhere el se. | don't
want to be pushed into the corner of our property.

I don't know -- you know, you're not just
affecting me. You're affecting ny ol dest adopted son.
He's a Navy Seal and is not here to protect hinself, and

you're intending to usurp all the authority over his
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property.

You're also going to affect ny sister-in-I|aw,
who is in a care facility in Billings now, and you're
proposing to |l eave her with | ess than 25 percent of her
property; and both of those little corners are not
even -- there's no way we can rebuil d anyt hi ng.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is
Nancy Carrel .

NANCY CARREL.: | don't know whether this is
relevant, and | don't have a specific page or anything
l'i ke that, but | just cannot understand how private | and
can be condemmed on the basis of em nent domain when
this railroad is nothing |i ke a commobn carrier. It wil
be exclusively a coal train. So how can it possibly use
em nent domain as a way to condemm private property?
don't understand that.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is
Al aina Buffalo Spirit.

ALAI NA BUFFALO SPIRI T: Good afternoon.

My nane is Alaina Buffalo Spirit. I'ma

menber of the Northern Cheyenne Tri be. I"malso a
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cancer survival -- survivor. English is ny second
| anguage, soO excuse ne. | speak Cheyenne fluently.

| grewup in the Burning Village area. At one
tine, | sat along the Tongue R ver on ny famly's
honel and near the Burning Village, and ny grandnsg,
Jessi e Linpy, shared with ne the follow ng i nfornation:

She told ne that on the east side of the
Tongue Ri ver are ancestral Cheyenne and Dakota | ands.
Qur nedicines still grow along the east side of the
river. Qur nobst sacred and cerenoni al ancestors are
buried in the foothills on the east side of the river.

She went on to say ny ancestors were offered
$25, coffee, sugar, flour, and were asked to nove to the
west side of the river; and at the end of five years,
they coul d nove back to the east side.

And she goes, "But in those days, who's going
to do that, because the only node of travel was by
hor se- dr awn wagons. "

And to this very day, we Cheyenne people are
still here. W will continue to be here because |I'm
speaki ng up for ny grandchildren and for ny
great-grandchild, who is com ng here in Decenber, and
for the seven generati ons ahead of ne. I wll speak up
for nmy grandchil dren, ny great-grandchildren, ny

children's grandchil dren, their great-grandchil dren. I
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speak up for ny famly, ny grandchildren, as | said, but
| don't speak on behalf of the Northern Cheyenne Tri be.
| speak as a grandnot her.

We still practice our cerenonies. M famly
owns | and near the Burning Village. That's why |I have a
ri ght to speak. | have a treaty right to speak. In the
U S Constitution, Article VI says that the treaties --
the U S. treaties that the governnent signed with |Indian
tribes are the law of the land. That's why |I have a

right to speak, because | have a treaty right.

We still practice our cerenonies along the
Tongue River. Are we not significant? |[|'m standi ng
here, alive and well. | still practice ny cerenonies,

just as nobst people practice church in their buil dings.
W& do not disturb any of the churches in the
US Anerica. W do not disturb your ceneteries. W do
not take up your people.

| say no to the Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: That concl udes t he speakers
t hat we have signed up.

Wul d anyone else |like to provide an oral
comment this afternoon?

ALICE ORR You want ne to say sonething?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Pl ease.

17
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ALI CE ORR My nane is Alice Or, Or-r. I
live in Birney, Montana.

I question the inpact that is relevant to our
area instead of to the industry standards. It bothers
me that it's okay to have noi se of 65 decibels. That
m ght be okay in Detroit, but that's not okay here.

KITTE COFFIN: That's right.

ALICE ORR | think that all of the standards

are uni versal standards that are acceptable in urban

areas, and | think the standards need to be changed when

you' re thinking of rural areas.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Wul d anyone else |Iike to provide a coment
this afternoon?

Okay. Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you for
your participation.

I"mgoing to turn the m crophone back over to
Ken, and he'll say a few | ast words, and then we'll be

adj our ned.

KEN BLODGETT: Hi. | would just like to thank

everybody for attending this afternoon's neeting and for
providing input to the Surface Transportation Board's
envi ronnental review process. W do greatly appreciate

all of your participation and your i nput.

18
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Addi ti onal comments can conti nue to be
provi ded until August 24th, either in witing to the
board i n WAshi ngton or on the project Wb site.

That concludes this afternoon's neeting.

W'l | have another neeting here in the sane

room at 6: 00 tonight. So if there is anybody that wants

to cone back, we'll be here. Thanks. And tonorrow in
Mles Cty. Thank you. Thank you for com ng.
(Wher eupon, the proceedi ng

concluded at 3:01 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF MONTANA )
COUNTY OF 3 >

I, Emly K Niles, Certified Court Reporter,
do hereby certify:

That | reported in shorthand (Stenotype) the
proceedi ngs had in the above-entitled matter at the
pl ace and date i ndi cat ed.

That | thereafter transcribed ny said
shorthand notes into typewiting, and that the
typewitten transcript is a conplete, true and accurate
transcription of ny said shorthand notes to the best of
ny ability.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have set ny hand in ny

office in the County of Gallatin, State of Montana, this

day of , 2016.

EM LY K. NILES, CCR #2794

Notary Public in the State of Montana
Resi di ng i n Bozenan, Mbontana

My Comm ssion expires: January 16, 2019
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