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FRI DAY, JUNE 12, 2015
2:30 PM M
FORSYTH, MONTANA
- 000-

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Well, it feels better in
here than it does outside, that's for sure. N ce and
cool .

We'll go ahead and start the public neeting
portion of this afternoon. If you would, if you have a
cel |l phone on, if you would go ahead and silence it, we
woul d appreciate it, and then I1'd like to introduce from
the Surface Transportation Board M. Ken Bl odgett, who
will be providing just a few renarks before we nove into
your oral comrents.

KEN BLODGETT: Tell nme, can everybody hear ne
okay?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's hunm ng.

KEN BLODGETT: You can't? You can hear ne?

Okay. Good afternoon, and thank you all for
comng to this afternoon’'s neeting on the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for the proposed rail
| i ne of Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

My nane is Ken Bl odgett, and with ne here
today is Catherine Nadals, and we're here representing

the Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of
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Environnental Analysis. Also with ne at the table is
Alan Sumerville of ICF International, the project

manager for our third-party contracting team and

Eli zabeth Diller, also of ICF International. And
Jenni fer Piggott wll be acting as our facilitator
t oday.

The Surface Transportation Board is the
f ederal agency responsi ble for the econonic regul ati on
of interstate surface transportation within the
United States and for granting authority for the
construction and operation of newrail |ines and
associated facilities.

The board's mission is to ensure that
conpetitive, efficient, and safe transportati on services
are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,
and consuners. |In all of its decisions, the board is
commtted to enhancing the national transportation
policy goals as established by Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or CEA
is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal
Environnental Policy Act. W fulfill this
responsi bility through i ndependent environnental review
of railroad actions, which require the board' s approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver
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Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the Surface
Transportation Board to construct and operate a rail
line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoi nts near
Ashl and.

On Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue Ri ver Railroad
filed a supplenental application in which it identified
its preferred routing for the proposed |line as the
Col strip alternative, between Colstrip and the Ashl and
ar ea.

The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead
agency responsi ble for preparing the Draft Environmental
| npact Statenment. Four cooperating agencies worked with
the board in conparing the Draft EIS: The
Bur eau of Land Managenent, the Corps of Engi neers, the
U S. Departnent of Agriculture, and Montana state
agenci es. These cooperati ng agencies all have
deci si on-nmaki ng authority i ndependent of the board and
are agencies fromwhich Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d
obtai n separate approvals or permts before
constructi on.

The purpose of today's neeting is for us to
recei ve comments, both oral and witten, on the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, was served on -- at --
whi ch was served and nade avail able to the public on

April 17th. The Draft Environnental | npact Statenent
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reflects OEA's analysis of the potential environnental
I npacts that could result fromthe construction and
operation of the proposed |ine.

Public invol venent is an inportant conponent
in the environnmental review process. Qur hope is that
the comments you provide to us today will help us to
address your concerns and any concerns you may have
about the construction and operation of the proposed
rail line, as well as appropriate mtigation neasures.

The public coment period will last until
August 24t h, 2015. After the public comment period has
cone to a close, CEA will consider all coments received
and address each coment in the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment, which will present our final
concl usi ons and recommendations for mtigati ng possible
envi ronnent al effects. | ssuance of the Final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent will conplete the board's

envi ronnental revi ew process.

The board will then nake a final decision on
the proposed rail |line construction. |In making that
deci sion, the board will consider the entire

environnental record, including all public coments
received, the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, the
Fi nal Environnental |npact Statenent, and our final

recommended environnmental mtigation. No
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project-related construction may begin until the board
has i ssued that final decision and it has becone
effective.

Those who have indicated that they would |i ke
to make a public conment on the record this afternoon on
the Draft EIS, which will be recorded by the court
reporter, will be called upon to speak in the order in
whi ch they signed in today.

If you would like to provide a handwitten
comment, there's a comment area in the room sonmewhere.
Over there. There's forns and boxes where you can wite
your conments and put themin the box. You can al so
provi de comments by witing to the Surface
Transportation Board in Washi ngton or visiting the
project Wb site, tonguerivereis.com where you can
submt a conment el ectronically.

Al'l oral and witten comments wll be given
equal wei ght and consi derati on. I n preparing the
witten coimments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as
possi bl e regarding the content of the Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

That concludes ny renmarks, and I'll now turn
the floor over to Alan Sumerville, who will talk a
little bit nore about the environnmental review process.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good afternoon. Can
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everyone hear ne?

Duri ng the open house portion of this neeting,
we provided information on the environnental review
process and on the project, and | just want to take a
couple of mnutes right now to summari ze that for those
of you who weren't able to make it to the open house
portion and try to recap for those who were.

How s this sound? Good. Al right.

Let's see. Ckay. In the neeting brochure and
on one of the posters in the back of the roomis a
figure depicting the environnental review process. To
initiate the scopi ng process, OEA issued notification of
its intent to prepare an EIS to the public; elected
officials; federal, state, and | ocal agencies; tri bal
organi zations; and other potentially interested
organi zati ons.

OEA issued a Draft Scope of Study and held
agency and public neetings to obtain comments on topics
that the EI'S shoul d anal yze and possible alternatives to
the Tongue Ri ver Railroad proposed alignnent.

I nt erest ed agenci es and persons were invited to
participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the Draft
Scope of Study, submitting comments in witing, and
attendi ng scopi ng neetings held in the project area.

After considering comments received through the scoping y
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process, the board published a Notice of the Final Scope
of Study for the EI'S on March 22nd, 2013.

Thr oughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the potenti al
envi ronnental inpacts of the proposed Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road and the reasonable alternatives, including the
"No- Action" alternative. The Draft EI'S al so addresses
the inpacts of trains traveling to destinations outside
the project area, which are al so known as "downl i ne
i npacts. "

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and climate change,
noi se, bi ol ogi cal resources, water, visual, and
hi storical and cultural resources, |and resources,
geol ogy and soils, socioeconom cs, and environnent al
justice. Al other resources would experience
negl i gi bl e i npact s.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary
recommendati ons regarding mtigation. Each of these
measures wll be considered by the board as potenti al
conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC authority

to construct and operate the rail |ine.
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As Ken nentioned, the Draft EI S was
di stri buted and made avail able on April 17th to
i nterested nenbers of the public; parties of record;
elected officials; tribes; and appropri ate federal,
state, and local officials. OEA provided extensive
notification through various neetings to the public area
and downline conmunities.

The Final EIS will consider and respond to all
comments received on the Draft EIS and will include any
appropri ate changes and recomendati ons for additi onal
mtigati on neasures. It will also identify CEA' s
preferred alternative. Conpletion of the Final EIS w |l
be announced to the public in the Notice of Availability
published in the Federal Register and by notification to
the interested parties.

At this tine I1'd |like to hand the neeti ng back
over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who wll go
over sone ground rules, and then we can begin to hear
public comrents.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Let ne know if you can't
hear ne. | talk pretty loud, so it mght be better for
me not to use the mc.

We'll now begin the oral comment portion of

this afternoon. Before we begin, I1'd |like to go over
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just a few things.

If you haven't already done so, like | said,
pl ease sil ence your cell phones so we don't interrupt the
nmeeti ng. If you would Ii ke to speak and did not sign up
when you arrived at the neeting, please raise your hand
and we'l|l get you registered.

Okay. A court reporter will transcribe your
oral comments for use in preparing the Final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment. Please do not provide
any information in your conmments that you woul d not want
to see published in the final docunent.

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so the court
reporter can easily record your comments. Please state
your full nanme and spell it out for the record, and
indicate if you're representing a group or an
organi zation this afternoon.

Qut of respect for others, we ask that you
please limt your conmments to three m nutes. If you
think you'll have nore comments than you can present in
the tinme allotted, please nake the nost inportant
comments first. This tine limt has been set at each
meeting to ensure everyone who wi shes to speak has a
fair and equal opportunity to provide their comments.

If you don't get a chance to voice all of your

comments, you can submt themin witing. I f you have a0
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witten statenent, you can read it al oud, and we
recommend that you also submt that witten statenent as
a witten comrent .

If time permts at the end of the neeting,
we'll invite up additional speakers and anyone who
didn't get a chance to finish their original conments.

Pl ease feel free to provide your comments in
either witten or oral form Both forns will have equal
wei ght in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the neeting all ows

you to provide conmments that will be transcribed. OCEA
wi Il not answer questions or respond to conments duri ng
this portion of the neeting. CEA will respond to

comments in the Final Environnental |npact Statenent.
This will allow as nuch tine as possible for nenbers of
the public to coment.

I wll now call up our first speaker this
afternoon, which is Conmm ssi oner Doug Martens.

DOUG MARTENS: " m Doug Martens,
Ma-r-t-e-n-s, with Rosebud County Conm ssi oners.

We're just here to see if we can hel p conti nue
to provide the services to our constituents that we are
currently providing. | had a coupl e quick comments on
the mtigation stuff in the Draft EIS. The one was

MWH9O. It refers to any slash burni ng or open burning
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during construction of the railroad. It says in there
that the railroad nmust obtain a burn permt from DEQ,
and | would ask that you add that they need to get a
burn permt fromthe county as well.

The other one is UM18. It said that the
rail road would be required to have plowed fire guards.
If possible, I would |like to have | anguage added to that
that those plowed fire guards be four-wheel-drive
accessible so that we can use themfor fire engine
transportati on.

And that was all | had. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Great. Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Flora
Duf fer.

No? Ckay.

Qur next speaker is M ke Coryell.

M KE CORYELL: Thank you, and | appreciate

this forum and what you're doing to nove this process

f or war d.

I don't have anything specific in ternms of the
ElS, but what | have to say is that -- and | represent
the Mles Cty Area Econoni c Devel opnent Council, as
well as nyself -- but what | want to say is that we are

proponents of the railroad, but when we | ook at this, e 5
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see that there's different options.

And we appreciate the fact that, considering
t hese options, that the conpani es have chosen the
preferred option of going to Colstrip. And we think
that that's an absolutely excellent choice, in terns of
what we're trying to acconpli sh. It certainly decreases
the cost, it inpacts less land, and it just makes it a
nore efficient process to do that.

Countries and worlds are going to grow.
Peopl e are going to, you know, continue to flourish,
et cetera. There's going to be changes. And it's our
beli ef that changes are going to affect everybody, but
if we do it in the right way, which I think is being
done, that these changes wll be a positive effect on
not only our rural and city areas, but also for the
entire country. So we're very nmuch a proponent of this
rail road and a proponent of the preferred route.

So t hank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't think that
mc's turned on.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I think we may just need to
have folks -- it's on. It's just -- test test. Yeah,

you just got to get a little closer to it. 13
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cl ose.

areti

Okay. Qur next speaker is Kathleen Masis.
KATHLEEN NMASI S: Masi s.
JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Masi s.

KATHLEEN MASI S: | didn't realize it was so

Good afternoon. Thank you for havi ng us. [''m

red physician, and |I've been in public health all

nmy career, and |I'm concerned about the public's health

in relation to the proposed nmine -- railroad. So that's

how |

| ooked at the Draft EI'S, was how nuch and how

woul d the proposed railroad and the coal that it

transported affect our health and well - bei ng.

nmenber

I"'mfromBillings, but | consider nyself a

of the greater Tongue Ri ver Valley comunity. I

| ove the Tongue River Valley. And | am a nenber of the

Physi ci ans for Social Responsibility and the Uni on of

Concerned Scienti sts. I'm al so a nenber of Northern

Pl ai ns Resource Council, but |I'm not representing

anybody but ne.

And | | ooked at their -- the PSR and the UCS

analysis of the life cycle of coal, and | appreciate the

way that the Draft EI'S was organi zed. M concern -- how
many m nutes -- can you tell nme when | have one m nute
left? M concerns are about the potential benefits to

soci ety of accessing the Tongue River coal and neking it

14
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avail able for electricity generation. Do these benefits

outwei gh the known risks to health?

And | have comments about the specific
findings in the Draft EIS, but I'"'mgoing to go to the
end, just | hope | get back up here again.

The -- it looks to ne like it does not -- that

the benefits of increasing the U S. coal by

1.4 mllion tons a year, which even though there's

1.5 mllion tons in the -- no, a billion tons under
OQter Creek in those hills, the -- your anal ysis showed
1.4 mllion tons a year would be the increase to the

U S. energy supply because of the displacenent of the
other coal. And | do not see, especially with the
hi storical, cultural, noderate adverse effects that you
found, that this would be a benefit to Tongue R ver
Vall ey, to Montana, or to the U S.

Thanks.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is EIi Elliott.

SUSAN ELLI OTT: My official nane is Susan,
S-u-s-a-n, Elli, E-I-1-i, and Elliott, EI-I-i-0o-t-t.

And | have cone over here from Red Lodge,
Mont ana, today. And if you know anyt hi ng of Red Lodge,

there are nany wealthy retirees there. I am not one of

15
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t hose peopl e. I amtaking ny only day off fromny two
jobs to be here today because this is really, really
| nport ant.

It's inportant to ne as a Montanan that you
have cone here to listen to us face-to-face and not --
and | would hope that you woul d conmuni cate to the
peopl e who will neke a decision about this that it's not
about what investors see, which is the bottomline, and
they see this as sone kind of asset and don't see what's
here that the poet Wally McRae, whose |l and is threatened
in this, describes as things of intrinsic worth.

And | believe it's of intrinsic worth to the
whol e nation that Montana val ues and Montana conmunities
continue to thrive in the culture that has devel oped in
pl aces |i ke the Tongue River Valley. There' s not --
there's no other place like it. There's no other place
like it. And once it's destroyed, it's gone. And
adverse i npacts, you can call them noderate, but they're
per nanent .

And you're jeopardi zing sone things that are
very inportant to ne. I live in a gorgeous place on the
Beartooth Front, and yet the Tongue R ver is also really
inmportant. | nean, we can't just preserve the gorgeous
pl aces. W struggle for those, and I do that as a

menber of the Carbon County Resource Council. I''m 16

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.12.15

speaki ng on their behalf, but, you know, everywhere is

threatened, but this is unnecessary.

W're now -- we're | ooking at sonething that
you wi Il nake a decision about -- or the people you take
this to -- nmake a deci sion about the public good,

because what's been asked for is the use of em nent
domain to create right of ways across private | and and
historic famly ranch operations and t hrough cul tural
heritage of an entire people.

For -- em nent domain should be used for the
public good. There is no public good here. This is for
the good of a failing coal conpany. And to do sonething
in the nane of the public good that benefits a few
I nvest ors and nmakes pernanent damage, |let them| ose
t heir noney. It's a great -- much greater | oss for us
to lose this thing of intrinsic worth.

Besides that, |I've |l earned fromthe i npact
statenent that ny niece's husband' s |livelihood could be
threatened at Colstrip if this is done. So |I just want

to throw that in.

But thank you for hol di ng hearings. It's
inportant to see us face-to-face. [|I'msorry for not
st oppi ng.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Fine. Thank you for your
conment s.

17
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Ms. Elliott was actually our | ast speaker. So
let me first ask if there's anyone who hasn't provided a
comment who would |like to provide an oral coment this
af t ernoon?

Okay. A second question is: Those that did
speak, woul d anyone |like to el aborate on your comments?

Pl ease.

KATHLEEN MASI S: Kathleen Masis. And |I'm
goi ng back -- let's see. So what -- we know that the
top ten -- the top ten coal -producing mnes in the U S.
are surface mnes in Powder River Basin, and nost are in
Won ng. The only reason for the Tongue River Railroad
is to transport coal fromthe proposed Oter Creek M ne,
and that's considered Powder Ri ver Basin coal.

The Oter Creek Coal Mne is currently the
| ar gest proposed surface mne in the U S. The market
for coal in the U S has been softening because it's
relatively, quote, dirty as a source of electricity,
conpared to alternatives |li ke natural gas and nonfossil
fuels |Iike sun and w nd.

There are significant pollutants rel eased when
the coal is m ned, washed, transported, burned, and then
aftereffects which contribute to loss of life and
health. And greenhouse gases are enmtted. Coal

conbustion is reported to enmt 30 percent of total U S

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

18




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.12.15

carbon di oxide pollution that contributes to gl obal
war m ng.

Post - conbusti on coal, ash, slurry with arsenic
and | ead threatens drinking water and waterways. And
what | found by reading the Draft EIS was that the net
reducti on of pollutants and greenhouse gases fromthe
conbusti on of the coal transported by the proposed
Tongue Ri ver Railroad would be "negligible" -- that's
the word -- because production of Tongue Ri ver coal

woul d cause total U. S. coal production to increase on

average by only 1.4 billion tons a year.
So there was no -- so, negligent. 1.5 billion
tons in the ground that is -- there's a proposed coal

m ne, but it would make negligi bl e pollution because the
Draft EIS says in its market analysis that there's only
1.4 mllion tons that would be -- that would increase
the U. S. coal production.

So what else did | find in the Draft EIS?
The m ning, we have pictures of mners, covered in coal
dust, com ng up from underground m nes and gas nains,
with black | ung di sease. But technol ogy and production
st andards have nade coal m ning safer. And
mechani zati on has resulted in the need for fewer m ners.
Fewer injuries and deaths from acci dents al so.

Surface mning is also cheaper. So that
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| ower s production costs. In the case of the Tongue

R ver Valley, Oter Creek Mne, you woul d have surface
m ni ng, which is | ess dangerous for the m ners, but
worse for the surroundi ng conmuniti es because of the
noi se and dust of bl asting.

Soi | erosion and contam nati on of water
supplies can occur. According to the Physicians for
Soci al Responsibility, coal rubble, with a capital R,
or, quote, overburden is deposited on the surface,
destroyi ng plants and animals and i ntroducing into the
food web trace nmnerals and netals once deeply buri ed.
After a mne is abandoned, acidic m ne drai nage can
degrade the water.

The Draft EI'S does not analyze the

environnental health effects of the proposed m ne. That

Is the only reason for Tongue Ri ver Railroad to be
built. Unless |I mssed sonething, the effects of mn
wer e not i ncl uded.

Then you have to wash the coal wth water an
chem cals to separate the soil and rock inpurities, su
as arsenic and nercury, before it's transported. This
process produces a liquid waste the consistency of
cenent called slurry or sludge. It has to be stored
sonewher e and groundwat er contam nati on prevent ed.

So let's ook at the Draft EI'S and see what

ng

d
ch

I t20

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.12.15

has to say. Washing the coal and sorting the waste
slurry is not considered in the Draft EIS.

So the Tongue River Valley coal, if m ned,
woul d be transported to the proposed Tongue Ri ver
Rail road -- by the proposed Tongue River Railroad to the
existing railroad |lines, which go both east and west,
either to donestic power plants or international
mar kets. The environnental inpacts of trade and
transport were | ooked at, and they include diesel
exhaust, particulate matter. There's 40 toxic air
cont am nants, carcinogens, and ozone-forn ng conpounds
and fine particulate matter in diesel exhaust itself.

Exposure to fine particles alone is known to
cause asthma attacks, heart attacks, |ung cancers,
strokes, and premature deat h. In addition, communities
along the railroad |Iines may be exposed to toxic coal
dust inhalation. These are well-known adverse effects
of coal transport.

So |l ooking at the Draft EIS, the effects of
di esel exhaust are reported as all within regul atory
st andards, except the one-hour nitrous oxide is
el evated. But then the report indicates that the nodel
t hat nmeasures this, or predicts it, was -- is known to
be an incorrect nodel and it tends to overreport,

exaggerate nitrous oxide one-hour concentrations and, 21
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therefore, there are predicted to be no air quality
st andards exceeded. Ckay.

The findings of the Draft EIS are al so that
particul ate matter from coal dust, while increased,
woul d not exceed regul atory standards for the hunman
popul ati on. The Draft EIS indicates that |arger,

vi si bl e dust particles, which are classified as nui sance
dust -- and that's the usual term-- m ght spread beyond
the railroad right of way and could build up on your
roof -- these are words fromthe Draft EI'S -- hinder
visibility, soil laundry that is hung out to dry, but
can be mtigated by topper agents applied to the coal
cars. So I'll just let that stand.

The Draft EIS al so docunents the adverse
I npact of noise fromthe railroad and proposes
m tigation, but does not nention the cunul ative noi se
fromthe mnes | already nentioned.

Conbusti on phase of coal's life cycle causes
t he greatest adverse effects. At the power plant, coal
is pul verized just before being burned. Gas and solid
byproducts of burning coal are released through the
air -- into the air through snoke stacks, including over
70 harnful chem cals that contri bute to gl obal warm ng.
Solid waste known as coal ash is al so produced and nust

be stored.

22
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Coal fromthe proposed Oter Creek Mne is | ow

in sul fur and al so | ower carbon content, conpared to
coal fromthe east; Appal achian coal, for exanple.
Since it needs | ess scrubbing to renpove sul fur dioxide,
it can be cheaper to burn than eastern coal. On the

ot her hand, having a |lower carbon rating neans that it
does not burn as efficiently, and the market for coal
takes this into account.

And now I'mgoing to nention the nmarket
anal ysis. The nmarket analysis, it was fascinating and
it -- I"msure it really helped a ot in producing this
conplicated Draft EIS. But | found a coupl e of
defi ci enci es which shoul d be rendered prior to
finalizing the Final EIS.

One was that you used a |l evel price of coal
for the next 20 years, and that price that you said was
based on donestic price of coal during the 2007 to 2012,
those years. Now, we know that 2007, there was a --
donestic price of coal was at its peak. And since 2012,
t he donestic price of coal has gone down. So it
should -- these newrealities should be put back into
your nodel .

And the reason why | think it's so inportant

to put it back and redo the nobdel is because the results

of your nodel are treated as reality in this Draft EI S

23
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Il nmean, it's why you could say that you don't have to

| ook at the increased conbustion of coal, because
there's only 1.4 mllion tons going to be added to the
US. coal supply. And that's -- that nunber cones from
your mar ket anal ysis. So, okay.

I have one other, | think just one other nain
point, which is the cultural/historical culture. So the
finding, your finding was that the adverse effects woul d
be noderate. So that nmeans not severe or whatever the
hi gher level is. Mdderate cultural/historical effects
on the Tongue River Valley and the people who |ive there
and have cerenonies there next to the Tongue Ri ver,
which is right across fromwhere all of the alternatives
have a term nus, and the ranchers, as you know, the
Am sh, there are a lot of cultures, there are a | ot of
peopl e who coul d be affect ed.

Now, the assessnent of the historical/cultural
resources and the possible effect on them was not
conpleted. There was not enough tinme to do it. And in
the process that was outlined of how deci sions are nade
here, that neans that the decisions -- not the
deci si ons, but the recomrendati on by the STB -- no, by
the OEA to the STB of which alternative wll be nade
after the EISis finalized, that is before the

hi storical/cultural assessnent is conpl eted. o4
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And this nmeans to ne that the "No Buil d"
alternative is necessary, because of the vulnerability
and the i nportance of the communities in the Tongue
R ver Vall ey. It is irresponsible to choose any
alternative other than the "No Buil d' when you do not
have the full historical/cultural assessnent, and you
have already told us that the adverse effects are going
to be at | east noderate.

We're tal king about the Iife and health of
this group of communities. I f one | ooks at the Tongue
Ri ver Valley and you see coal in the ground and dol |l ar
bills, and you don't see what we do, which is the
culture, then you don't -- the |oss that woul d be
experienced with building this railroad, which has
al ready been, as far as |'mconcerned, it's pretty --

it's been expressed that it is an unnecessary railroad

for 1.4 mllion tons a year of coal. That is going to
heat a -- that would make enough electricity to heat a
town -- a city alittle bit bigger than Billings for a
year.

So in order to do that, you're going to

destroy -- well, I don't know that it will be destroyed.
It could only be degraded. It nmay not be destroyed.
That your scoping docunent fromthe -- about doing this

Envi ronnental | npact Study stated that putting in this
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rail road would transformthe Tongue R ver Valley from a
rural to an industrial setting. And -- okay. So that
IS your words.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Is there anyone else that would like to
provide -- sir?

M KE CORYELL: Yes, Mke Coryell from M| es
Cty, Montana. |'d just add a coupl e comments.

I worked for Western Energy for 28 years. I
have a famly of four kids, five grandchildren. W
lived just a matter of, l|like, three or four blocks from
the power plants. W were out in the mne. And I
currently have four extrenely very healthy, very
producti ve children working in this area and ot her
areas. There is no health issues whatsoever. And |
woul d have thought that, you know, based on sone of the
testi nony that we woul d have exhi bited that, having
wor ked right next to the plants and worked in the mne.

The second thing is, is | lived -- |I've lived
in Mles Gty now for ten years and |'ve watched coal
trains conme through that town day after day. And I
woul d chal | enge anybody to find any residual coal dust

what soever, you know, |aying along the routes of those

26
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trains. So -- and with the way that those -- that the
coal is sealed, you know, by BNSF, you don't see any of
t hat residual dust and stuff affecting people.

So t hank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Wul d anyone else |Iike to nake an oral comrent
this evening -- this afternoon, or el aborate?

Sir?

CHARLES CHERRY: M nane is Charles Cherry,
Ch-e-r-r-y.

I"ve lived in Montana ny entire life. In the
early "80s | worked in Colstrip, doing | andscapi ng,
because that's -- | own a | andscapi ng busi ness of ny
own. A lot of the property that the coal was renoved

from after they got done mning it, actually | ooks

better today than it did before they -- before they
dug -- coal was dug fromthe ground.
As far as greenhouse gases, | used to be on a

board call ed AMIOPP, which is Association of Mntana
Turf, O nanental, and Pest Professionals. W do
fertilize lawns. W use pesticides, insecticides,
herbicides. And the thing that |I think frustrates ne

t he nost about the greenhouse gas quote is that | don't

know if there are a |lot of people in the United States

27
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that realize that nost of the greenhouse gases cone from
vol canos, natural fires that are lit by |ightning,
nat ural evolution of the country.

So, you know, when peopl e tal k about
gr eenhouse gases, it sonetines frustrates ne, because
t hey don't consi der what happens when a vol cano erupts,
when a fire, a forest fire, you know, gets started. So

t he anobunt of snmoke from both of those affects

gr eenhouse gases a |lot nore than cars and stuff |ike
t hat .

And | don't have exact nunbers, but | know
t hat over the years, on the board that | was in -- on
for ten years, we discussed that a lot. And so | just
feel personally that the greenhouse gas part is -- and
alsol -- ny place of business is right beside the

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad and so | see
car -- train cars going by every day.

And | actually over the years have noticed to
see if there is coal gone fromthe front of railroad
cars, because | know they spray a surfactant as the cars
are |l oaded at the mnes. And it's pretty amazing, if
you | ook at a train, the front of those cars still have
t he sane anobunt of coal in themas when they left the
filling site, or whatever it's called. But those are ny

comments for today. 58
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Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Wul d anybody el se |like to make a coment or
el aborate on a previous coment ?

Yes?

SUSAN ELLI OTT: This is very brief. | " m Susan
Elliott again, Elli Elliott.

I just want to just pose the question: Wy
have anot her m ne? And especially if it has a
del eteri ous effect on the existing mnes that are
enpl oying people in this state with good jobs and, you
know, frankly, Colstrip has a good comunity. And if
this would threaten the m ning operations that exist,
that needs to be taken into consideration, perhaps to
sone greater extent.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Anybody else |like to provide an oral coment
or el aborate on a comment ?

Ckay. Thank you for your comments and your
participation. 1'll turn it back over to Ken for a few
final words before we concl ude.

KEN BLODGETT: | would just like to thank

everybody for com ng out this afternoon and
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participating in this hearing. The Surface

Transportati on Board does appreci ate your input and your

participation in the environnental review process.

You can continue to provide coments in

witing through August 24th by -- in witing and mailing

themto the board at our Washi ngton, D.C , address or
subm tting comments electronically on the project Wb
site, tonguerivereis.com

So that concludes this neeting. W'II|l have
anot her neeting here in the sane |ocation at 6:00 p. m
t hi s eveni ng.

Ckay. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ng

concluded at 3:20 p.m)
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