
Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kevin Dowling



1825 10th Street West
Billings, MT 59102
 
(406) 256-9547



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 I have COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) and depend on the air I breathe
to be clean so I need you to protect my lungs and thus all of our lungs. Coal dust is not
clean.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorothy Starshine
1200 32nd St. S #23
Great Falls, MT 59405
 
(406) 453-8989



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Gerry Jennings
 
Gerry Jennings



317 Fox Drive
Great Falls, MT 59404
 
(406) 452-3476



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Mr. Kim E. Larsen
 
 



Mr. Kim Larsen
2451 Cascade Avenue
Billings, MT 59102
 
(406) 656-5428



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Lehnherr



P.O. Box 2469
Red Lodge, MT 59101
 
(406) 655-0686



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Helding Schure



PO Box 812
Arlee, MT 59821
 
(406) 241-4261



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Karen Stevenson



PO Box 1176
Miles City, MT 59301
 
(406) 232-7261



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susie Renfrow



18 Dublin Gulch
McLeod, MT 59052
 
(406) 932-6325



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Marilyn Hill



Box 160277
Big Sky, MT 59716
 
(406) 995-4238



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
China is now producing twice as much green house gas as the US.  We continue to see
the escalating destruction caused by global warming. If Montana's coal is shipped to
China, as is Arch Coal's plan,then we not only reap the effects of more global warming but
sit downwind from all of the pollutants that will enter the jet stream.  It's time to look at the
big picture and begin to address these issues.
 
The proposed Tongue River Railroad is not about "public convenience and necessity" or
even about making the US energy independent.  It's about an investment that the coal
industry made forty years ago in obtaining cheap western coal and they are now in denial
about the end of an era and the loss of potential profits from their investment. The market
for coal in the US is declining so they want to reap their profits by selling that coal to China
instead.
 
It's time. You have the ability to effect change and help chart a new course for the world's
energy future and for the millions of people whose investments and lives will be under
water if we don't change our ways.
 
The Tongue River Railroad is a private railroad for private profit, pure and simple.  It
should not be built.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Hawks
 
Paul Hawks
316 Melville Road
Melville, MT 59055
 
(406) 537-4452



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cathleen Kuras



934 N. 31st Street
Billings, MT 59101
 
(406) 254-2466



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kate French



710 Hillsdale St
Helena, MT 59601
 
(406) 461-5312



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dawn Sample



PO Box 204
Ashland, MT 59003
 
(406) 740-0269



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Deborah Muth



39 Lightning Ln
Red Lodge, MT 59068
 
(406) 446-9850



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Dave Morris
 
Dave Morris



2120 Missoula Ave
Missoula, MT 59802
 
(406) 549-4336



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
There is no public necessity for the Tongue River Railroad, and no valid reason for it to be
granted the power of eminent domain, subverting the property rights of family ranchers
who have been serving the country for generations with their productivity and hard work.
 
So much for your scoping -- this project is simply a private land grab to benefit the
corporations at the expense of the landowners. STB approval would be a travesty.
 
Hugh Zackheim
315 Ming Place
Helena, MT 59601
 
(406) 449-6366



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gerry Jennings



317 Fox Drive
Great Falls, MT 59404
 
(406) 452-3476



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorcas Halverson



104 N Broadway #308
Billings, MT 59101
 
(406) 248-9021



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
This area has the best air quality of the entire US. This will be ruined by the coal dust
which blows off every car load of coal .
Do not let this valuable source of really clean air be ruined.
Sincerely, Dorcas Halverson
 



 
Dorcas Halverson
104 N Broadway #308
Billings, MT 59101
 
(406) 248-9021



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Becky Mitchell



3124 amelia Circle
Billings, MT 59106
 
(406) 425-1757



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
  The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.  Selling coal to China is not an acceptable action.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers.  I live in Fishtail Montana and therefore my trips into
Billings will be affected by any increase in rail traffic.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
As a historian, I have had the opportunity to learn of the historical and archaeological
values of the Tongue River Valley over the past fifteen years and feel that both historical
and archaeological resources need also to be protected.



 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Brownell
P. O. Box 600
Fishtail, MT 59028
 
(406) 254-2601



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Clinton Dale Vermillion



37 Bainter Rd
P O Box 63
Greycliff, MT 59033
 
(406) 932-6516



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Clinton Dale Vermillion



37 Bainter Rd
P O Box 63
Greycliff, MT 59033
 
(406) 932-6516



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie A. Root
 



Marie Root
PO Box 8923
Missoula, MT 59807
 
(406) 543-7737



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and peace and quiet is already nearly intolerable - and
a great change from 5 - 10 years ago.  In addition, the frequent long waits to cross the
tracks has caused several significant delays for fire fighting equipment and, in my wife's
case, a long delay in the arrival of the ambulance and EMT's with resultant serious medical
problems which could have been prevented with prompt medical assistance.  I can't
imagine how disruptive another 15 - 20 trains a day would be.  I definitely am not in favor



of developing this railroad just to aid in profitability of Arch Coal or to send coal to Asia.
Let them buy it in Australia.
 
Sincerely yours
 
C Dale Vermillion
 
C DALE VERMILLION
 
Clinton Dale Vermillion
37 Bainter Rd
P O Box 63
Greycliff, MT 59033
 
(406) 932-6516



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kevin Dowling



1825 10th St W
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
This is a no win situation for Montana.  It will only compromise Montana agriculture and
send our precious resources to Asia.  WHY?  We need to protect ourselves, not promote
the ruination of our land which we fought so hard to develop!
 
Sincerely,
Jeff and Susie Peila
2216 Tongue Rive Road
Miles City,MT 59301
 
 



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Peila
P O Box 69
Shepherd, MT 59079
 
(406) 373-6642



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bill Milton



PO Box 629
Roundup, MT 59072
 
(406) 323-1771



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bill Milton



PO Box 629
Roundup, MT 59072
 
(406) 323-1771



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
jasmine zimmer-stucky



4105 n haight st
portland, OR 97217



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Zandra Saez



1805 E. 34th Ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Hollett



1805 E. 34th Ave.
Spokane, WA 99203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
barney lang



11307 10th st east
edgewood, WA 98372



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Britta Voss



Ballard
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Pallett



PO Box 33
Banks, OR 97106



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bonnie Miller



6057 Ann Arbor Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Shelly Hawkins



1984 17th Ave. NE
Issaquah, WA 98029/7370



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joyce Tattershall



3746 H Street Road
Blaine, WA 98230



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Wanda Cucinotta



2303 Tuttle Lane
Lummi Island, WA 98262



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
antonia potter



19548 47th ave ne
lake forest park, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
ELEANOR HOAGUE



3753 NE 188th St
Seattle, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cathy Boeker



1415 NW Woodbine Way
Seattle, WA 98177



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mark and Gail Mitchell



Silverstar Road
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
J C Bettencourt



4454 PO Box
Salem, OR 97302



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Shannon Anderson



414 GLADSTONE ST
SHERIDAN, WY 82801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cara Brooke



1138 Bergen St.
Brooklyn, NY 11216



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael Tribble



620 Shorepines Hts.
Coos Bay, OR 97420



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael Herbert



83558 Kiechle Arm Road
Dunes City
Dunes City, OR 97439



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kathleen Wolfe



28701 6th Pl S #201
Des Moines, WA 98198



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara DelGiudice



14634 11th Ave SW
Burien, WA 98166



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Del E. Domke



16142 N.E. 15th. Street
Bellevue, WA 98008



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive overpasses and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Chris Stay



540 Seamont Lane
Edmonds, WA 98020



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Beth Levin



3043 N.E. 51st Avenue
Portland, OR 97213



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
HELL NO TO COAL!
 
Sincerely,
 



 
d robinson
pobox 151
curlew, WA 99118



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mr. Shelley Dahlgren, PhD



4449 242nd Ave. S. E.
Issaquah, WA 98029



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brent Rocks



1518 SW Upper Hall st
Portland, OR 97201



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Eric Strid



545 Waubish
White Salmon, WA 98672



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Richard Ellison



8003 28th NE
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gary Gilardi



1132 8th Street
Hood River
Hood River, OR 97031



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Elisabeth Archer



6050 44th ave ne
SEATTLE, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Arnold Jolles



4113 Evanston Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kimberlynn Heller



 SE 51st Ave
Portland, OR 97215



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nancy L Young



827-O Via Alhambra
Laguna Woods, CA 92637



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mary McGann



8439 Oakton Lane
Ellicott City
Ellicott City, MD 21043



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Katherine Ransel



929 N. 77th Street
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Scott McVay



4513 NE 95th St
Seattle , WA 98125



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Glenn Phillips



1711 23rd Ave S Apt 217
Seattle, WA 98144



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Genevieve  MacKinnon



826 Boulder Creek Lane
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Stan Parker



2520 Jefferson st
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kathleen Kemper



6429 108th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98033



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patricia Scott



2020 NE 89th St, Apt 104
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Why should private parties be allowed to ship our natural resources out of the country in
the first place.
 
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Eileen Berg
2839 NW 56th
Seattle, WA 98107



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
ronnie mitchell



401 w. champion st. #301
bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Donna Crane



1576 Beebe Ln
Eugene
Eugene, OR 97404



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Marian Wineman



3611 45th Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kimberly Leeper



3936 SW 97th St.
Seattle, WA 98136



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
robert turner



po bx 29035
portland, OR 97296



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jill MacIntyre Witt



2231 Walnut St
Bellingham
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Ellenberger



3010 Webster Street
Wheat Ridge
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kit Robinson



12539 NE 156th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
To Ken Blodgett, the Surface Transportation Board and the world in general,
 
Hauling coal from Montana to China is about DEATH. The death of our civilization and
many species. We can't keep destroying the natural world and get away with it. It is time to
start restoring ecosystems instead of further destruction. Sending Montana coal to China is
about death. Death to humans in general. Isn't it about time we choose life instead of
death??
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide



emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael  Pilarski
4 Western Ave N.
tonasket, WA 98855



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
christine gibson



16180 se eastgate way
h305
bellevue, WA 98008



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ronda Snider



13805 Easy Street Kp N
Gig Harbor, WA 98329



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Thomas Gregg



901 Marie Ave.
Newberg, OR 97132



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sandra Joos



4259 SW Patrick Pl
Portland, OR 97239



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Emerson Pirot



4o2o Francis Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tedine Roos



3706 NW 129th Circle
Vancouver
Vancouver, WA 98685



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tim Newcomb



10411 8th avenue NE
seattle, WA 98125



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorothy Larco



9401 SW Taylor Street
Portland, OR 97225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joan Lawson



900 University St 10MN
Seattle, WA 98101



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dean Loros



631 Alpine Rd.
Eagle Point, OR 97524



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
brian longley



525 NW Savage St.
Grants Pass, OR 97526



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gino Borland



2530 N. Pacific St.
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Chaney



1220 Farwell Avenue NW
Olympia, WA 98502



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Terry Hodgin



25851 Jeans Rd.
Veneta, OR 97487



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
In addition the health impacts to wildlife, livestock and residents that will be subjected to
the air and water pollution from the coal dust blowing off the coal cars for many
generations to come needs to be accounted for.
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
Wendy DiPeso
328 NE 192nd Street
Shoreline, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
kat thomas



1007 e alder
seattle, WA 98122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael Goldberg



29621 K St.
Ocean Park
Ocean Park, WA 98640



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bob Thomas



2001 Weaver Rd.
Myrtle Creek, OR 97457



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sheri Archey



1111 SE 3rd Ave. Unit 41
Canby, OR 97013



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
• Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
• Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
• Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
• Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
• Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
• Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines
as the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive overpasses and safety crossings which are
paid for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Phil Hanson



2215 S.E. Miller Street #22
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan LaSalle



7708 Dibble Ave. N.W.
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Andrew Habeck



331 Hunt Lane
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
david Walseth



1919 ne 123rd ave
Vancouver, WA 98684



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
david Walseth



1919 ne 123rd ave
Vancouver, WA 98684



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jeriene Walberg



3857 Williams Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Candace Rose



805 1/2 North Main
Walla Walla, WA 99362



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
  Ms Jude Morford from Washington State
 
Ms Jude  Morford



6706 Tyee Dr NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
mary kogen



3020 SW Raleighview Drive
portland, OR 97225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Robins



8309 5th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.----   Rather sick
of China.  Everything needs to turn UNHEALTHY for China? They are eating our dolphins
and whale.  Our wild mustangs eaten in China.  Bears killed for bile, paws and parts for
China?  Chinese eat dogs and cats.  Dogs and cats are skinned for decoration.   I refuse
to support these sick demands for China. Protected species (including us) all go to hell
because China will not follow rules or have cleanliness or compassion even for their own



children.  You want my air, my land, my rivers and other waters destroyed to ship coal to
China?  I really really object.  
 
Sincerely,
 
 
vicki hood
1212 whistlers lane
roseburg, OR 97470



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.----   Rather sick
of China.  Everything needs to turn UNHEALTHY for China? They are eating our dolphins
and whale.  Our wild mustangs eaten in China.  Bears killed for bile, paws and parts for
China?  Chinese eat dogs and cats.  Dogs and cats are skinned for decoration.   I refuse
to support these sick demands for China. Protected species (including us) all go to hell
because China will not follow rules or have cleanliness or compassion even for their own



children.  You want my air, my land, my rivers and other waters destroyed to ship coal to
China?  I really really object.  
 
Sincerely,
 
 
vicki hood
1212 whistlers lane
roseburg, OR 97470



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
       Coal itself is linked with acid rain, mercury pollution, bad air and human health
problems. Coal dust has many different pollutants in it, which will affect the waters
wherever it is deposited, and new mining, new rairoads will increase deposits of this
poisonous material in EVERY watershed where it passes. This must NOT happen.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael McLaughlin
1011 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jerry Liebermann



1214 16th Ave E
Seattle, WA 98112



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laurence Overmire



6498 Lowry Drive
West Linn, OR 97068



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
debbid thorn



710 18th ave west
kirkland, WA 98033



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joanna Buehler



4129 185th Place SE
Issaquah, WA 98027



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bruce Barnbaum



31417 Mountain Loop Highway
Granite Falls, WA 98252



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Diane Puckett



3225 200th Pl. SE
Bothell, WA 98012



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
C Branson



hawthorne
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barry Peters



610 NE Vineyard Lane, A304
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Please let's get away from fossil fuels!
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Jon Fessler
PO Box 314
PO BOX 314
Fossil, OR 97830
 
5417634224



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carole Henry



6109 Seabeck Holly Road NW
Seabeck, WA 98310



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
mike Nelson



313 n 160th Place
Shoreline, WA 98133



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
grant canary



286 forest cove rd
West Linn
West Linn, OR 97068



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nancy Richardson



93 California St
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gerry Milliken



522 West Cotta Ave
Spokane, WA 99204



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Holding



730 Belmont Avenue
Unit 4
Seattle, WA 98102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gwen Hadland



Box 3393
Hillsboro, OR 97123



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tony Buch



Seattle
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is required in order for a body to get the power of
eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charlie Donnes



2211 Spruce St
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan  Clarion



115 University Ave
Missoula, MT 59801
 
(406) 552-7919



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
argyle baukol



20311 25th ave NE
Shoreline, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Daimon  Sweeney



POBox 4150
Bellingham, WA 98227



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gina Thomas



PO Box 1377
Veneta, OR 97487



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Stop cannibalizing Earth and start harvesting all the energy we could ever need from the
sun.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Mike Eddy
2125 Waverly Pl N
Seattle, WA 98109



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Pesanti



144 N Ninth
Saint Helens, OR 97051



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The proposed Tongue River Railroad would be a DISASTER for the environment and for
the world's climate. 
 
I urge the EIS to analyze the following:
 
-----  CONTRARY to the wording that the railroad would serve the “public convenience and
necessity,” this railroad is dedicated to serving ONE GIANT COAL COMPANY, which
proposes to sell coal to Asia.  I urge you to RECOGNIZE THAT "EMINENT DOMAIN" AND
CONDEMNATION AUTHORITY ARE ABSOLUTELY NOT APPROPRIATE IN THIS
CASE.
 
-----  This project would HURT PROPERTY VALUES AND INTERFERE WITH
PROPERTY RIGHTS.  It would pollute the lands near the railroad tracks and downwind
from the tracks. 
 
-----  This project would hurt farming and farmers.  In some cases it would split farms in
two and make it harder for farmers to reach their lands.
 
-----  This project It would pollute rivers, streams and other waterways. 
 
-----  This project's pollution would hurt fish and wildlife habitat, so it would hurt actual fish
and actual wildlife.
 
-----  This project would add significant wear and tear to railroad crossings and -- because
railroad companies have to pay only 5% of the costs of repairing those crossings -- it
would impose the costs of repairing those crossings of roads and highways upon
landowners, local property taxpayers, state taxpayers, and federal taxpayers.
 
-----  This project would industrialize a natural wildlife area and degrade the environment
and interfere with sportsmen's activities and nature lovers' activities.
 
-----  This project would, in effect, create earthen dams wherever the railroad beds would
exist, so it would interfere with the natural flow of water.  It would likely increase flooding
which is already a serious problem in in Miles City and elsewhere, and could cause ice
jams and even more flooding.
 
-----  The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
-----  The railroad would cause traffic jams and make it harder for fire trucks and
ambulances to get to emergencies and hospitals because the trains would be more than



one mile long.  They would cause delays of 15 minutes or longer, resulting in deaths and
destruction of property.
 
-----  Diesel fumes from locomotives would cause much more air pollution, much more
respiratory diseases, and much more visual pollution.
 
-----  Ultimately, the coal would be burned in Asia, and it would come back to us in air
pollution, and it would further destroy the earth's sensive climate, which is already suffering
extreme stress and causing huge problems with weather disturbances and other problems.
 
-----  Indeed, the coal mining operations and the railroads would also contribute toward the
climate crisis.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Elizabeth Erfurth



1890 Tigertail Road
Eugene, OR 97405



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Fuoad Shashani



501 south 218th street
Normandy Park, WA 98198



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joseph M



279 Liberty St.
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jeanne Deane



22 Ivy Lane E
Monmouth, OR 97361



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dona LaSchiava



4511 West Rockwood Drive
Tucson, AZ 85741



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jill Haverland-Wilder



395 54th St.
Astoria
Astoria, OR 97103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad will serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project will devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of recreation areas near Miles City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents and communities along the rail
lines as the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train
traffic substantially, causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live
with the increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossings, which
are paid for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. Coal burned anywhere pollutes the planet everywhere. The greenhouse gas
costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by
trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by
diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patti (Patricia) Warden



365 Maple Avenue NW
Renton, WA 98057



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Pynchon



1132 Philleo Road
Addy
Addy, WA 99101



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. Your support is
absolutely vital. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Cort Brumfield
9002 N. E. Webster Street
Portland
Portland, OR 97220



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lora Meisner



1347 Spuglass Court SE
Salem, OR 97306



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Lunde



2218 McPherson Avenue
North Bend, OR 97459



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Roberta Traverso-Estes



3356 Stuart St
Denver, CO 80212



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laura Munson



22421 93rd Pl W
Edmonds, WA 98020



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Fishburn



2708 E. First Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Jolles



4113 Evanston Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Andrew Katsetos



1935 Center St NE #7
Salem, OR 97301



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Our relatives have property in the Tongue River Valley and we demand protection of our
family property from the possible destruction for another railroad line to ship coal.  That is
why we expect at the very least the environmental impact statement for the proposed
Tongue River Railroad must analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Richard Curtis
PO Box 451
Ethel, WA 98542



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Beverly Krasner



950 Neil Creek Road
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
peter smith



14021 232 ave se
Issaquah, WA 98027



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Randall



805 W. 29th
Spokane, WA 99203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lowell Bushey



1615 SE Bleasner Dr.  Apt. 11
Pullman, WA 99163



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Angelika Roll



Kyllmannstr. 2
Berlin, ot 12203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I do not see any public convenience and necessity in allowing this coal transport railroad to
be built.  It's for private gain. Even though I don't live in Montana, I live in a state through
which the coal train would travel.  As well, the pollutants from coal burning in China float
east and land on me in the Olympic Peninsula.  Your decision effects me.  Please require
a thorough EIS for the Tongue River Railroad and do a thorough analysis. 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deanna Pumplin
4671 Magnolia Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368
 
 
Deanna Pumplin
4671 Magnolia Street
Port Townsend, WA 98368



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. Coal is dirty, no
matter what is said to the contrary.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



margo beamer
9412 Mt. Ashland Ski Road
Ashland
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Vivian Bartlett



835 Chuckanut Drive
Bellingham, WA 98229



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Wendy McGowan



3189 Admiral St.
Eugene, OR 97404



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
T A Anderson



10660 SW Wilsonville Rd
Wilsonville, OR 97070



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Dunkum



601 E Beckwith
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara McClain



12 Grump Blvd, PO Box 374
Idaho City, ID 83631



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara McClain



12 Grump Blvd, PO Box 374
Idaho City, ID 83631



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara McClain



12 Grump Blvd, PO Box 374
Idaho City, ID 83631



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ellen Madsen



4044 11th Ave NW
Olympia, WA 98502



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jesse Hunter



2413 se yamhill
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Vernon Groves



5496 SW 157th Pl.
Aloha, OR 97007



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laura Belson



5224 SE Lincoln St.
Portland, OR 97215



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ryan Kinnett



265 Hansen Ave S
Salem, OR 97302



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sammy Low



709 W Wiser Lake Rd
Ferndale, WA 98248



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
margaret moulton



1011 5th ave sw
oympia, WA 98502



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Join Gerth



641     7th   street
Lake   Oswego, OR 97034



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kathy Ging



pob 11245
eugene, OR 97440



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Pedersen



1725  E Lewis Ln
Nampa, ID 83686



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Pedersen



1725  E Lewis Ln
Nampa, ID 83686



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Scheelen



123 Sunrise Av
Medford, OR 97504



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gayle JanZen



11232 Dayton ave n
Seattle, WA 981:3



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Mining and shipping coal overseas does not serve the needs of anyone in America except
the big mining companies.  Coal dust  polluting the air of the communities uncovered trains
are transporting coal through creates a toxic environment which increases health problems
like asthma, cancer and other chronic conditions. The potential for accidents and
derailment that would adversely affect the environment and human population is huge.
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jaylen Schmitt
2407 NE Mason St.
Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Steve Heggem



15927 35th Ave Se
Bothell, WA 98012



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Darryn Ambrose



8428 SW 7th Avenue
Portland, OR 97219



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
janet feifel



ryab
seattke, WA 98178



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Additionally, I personally would like to add to the above comments by expressing my
dissapointment in direction this country is going in regards to selling off our national
resources.  We need to hold these treasures close to our belt for possible future needs.
Once they are gone the monitary benefit will be of little value.



 
Sincerely,
Kip Miller
 
Kip Miller
P.O. Box 424
North Bend, WA 98045



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nova Berkshires



6718 Beatty St SW
Olympia, WA 98512



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Abra Gwartney



4104 s.e. Ash st.
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bill Stites



3224 SE Alder St.
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
You progress we have made regarding the burning of coal in this country will only be
undermined if:
1.  We ship coal in any direction across the country, polluting our air, soils, and waterways
2.  Allow the coal to be burned in another part of the world
 
The same CO2 is released into the atmosphere, no matter where it is burned.  There is a
reason why nature buried all the CO2 in the ground.  We must refrain from burning it for
financial gain!
 
Who benefits from its release besides the bottom line of several corporations?
 
Do not allow this to happen anywhere.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with



this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Pope
1943 NE Tillamook St
Portland, OR 97212



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Adina Parsley



709 W Wiser Lake Rd
Ferndale, WA 98248



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Steve Walsh



45 NW 22nd St
Gresham, OR 97030



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Peterson



890-1 NE 59th St.
Vancouver, WA 98662



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.  What the coal
companies are doing is TREASON!
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Marvin Carter
8519 Lorsten Lane SE
Port Orchard
Port Orchard, WA 98367



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charlie Graham



695 NE 4th Ave.
Hillsboro, OR 97124



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
This railroad is not for "public convenience and necessity," as required by law; nor does
the mining and shipment of Montana or Wyoming coal to China and the Far East do
anything to improve the U.S.'s eneregy security, or the future of the United States.
 
     If the future of energy does lie with "clean coal (at present, a non-existent term), then
we should reserve this coal IN THE GROUND, for U.S. use, in the not-so-distant future,
when we have proved the inadequacy of solar/wind/geothermal and other "renewable"
energy resources.  At present, they haven't even been tried -- instead, we continue to
subsidize the Oil companies, to the tune of billions of dollars in tax cuts.
 
     The coal companies and their suppliers talk about pie-in-the-sky big jobs that will come
with the destruction of the prairie and the groundwater, for the mining of more coal -- what
they fail to note is that M0ontana's largest, and by far most long-lasting (over a century, at
last count) industry is AGRICULTURE:  farming and ranching.  There are jobs in this field,
and new challenges to be met -- ranchers don't ask for subsidies on the order of Big Coal,
but all agriculture, whether livestock or crops, requires good water.  Montana is blessed
with abundant water, and already that is a far more valuable resource than fossil fuels &
petrochemicals.  Soon, we will realize that water is more valuable than gold.  Try to
imagine a world -- your own children -- without one, or the other.  This proposed railroad
destroys & degrades agricultural land, which are currently healthy and productive; it
wrecks a functioning & enduring economy to line the pockets of the few rich stockholders
of coal companies, and sends a valuable resoource to a Communist-led country (our coal
will NOT change that!!) in the Far East -- where all that is guaranteed to return to us are
the soot and pollutants from China's dirty coal plants.
 
WE don't need this railroad; our coal is too valuable to waste selling it for cheap now.  Let's
see if it may not yet be needed in our own coountry first.  The Coal Tsars can wait.  And if
we need jobs, let's get with it and renew our high-speed passenger rail service in this
country -- in Montana!  -:  we need it; it's cheap, convenient, and far less energy intensive
or stressful than air travel.  Our great grandparents travelled to Montana, and around the
state comfortably, at the turn of the last century; if rail travel werre again cheap and
convenient, many small towns would flourish, and employment would rise.
                               Thank you,  Laulette L. Hansen
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 



•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
L. Hansen
 
Laulette Hansen
Box 17
697 Baucus St
Geraldine, MT 59446



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charles Morrison



19030 Fremont Avenue North
Shoreline, WA 98133



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
We the people do NOT want to allow the continued pollution of our environment to further
enrich a few greedy individuals who place their profits above the health and wellbeing of
us and our communities.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Kelly McConnell
11375 SW Erste
Tigard, OR 97223



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett,
 
I am writing to you about the proposed Tongue River Railroad that will haul coal through
the Tongue River Valley.
 
I strongly believe that this project should not proceed because it will contribute to   the
most serious crisis that the human race faces today - climate change.
 
There is no question that the predictions of climate scientists are coming true. Every day
we see more evidence. Arctic ice and  glaciers around the world are melting at
unprecedented rates. Increases in fresh water and warming are causing sea levels to rise,
threatening coastal cities.  At the same time, our warming atmosphere holds more
moisture and storms are more severe. Hurricane Sandy caused an estimated $50 billion in
damage when it hit the east coast just a few weeks ago. These are just some of the
reasons that the US military considers climate change the most serious threat to national
security we face today.
 
The cause of climate change, as you know, is increasing levels of CO2 and other heat-
trapping gases in our atmosphere. The biggest contributor to CO2 in the US today is the
burning of coal. Why then, are we even considering mining Montana coal, transporting it to
the west coast by rail, and shipping it to China to be burned? Our atmosphere is a
precious resource we share with every living organism on Earth. What is burned in China
will affect all of us , increasing the levels of CO2 in our atmosphere significantly.
 
It doesn't make sense to destroy the dynamic  systems we depend on for life. The threat of
even deeper climactic changes are too costly  a price for the short-term profits of coal
companies. Leave the coal in the ground and  forget about the Tongue River Railway!
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Greene
 
Anne Greene
303 Tremont Street
Misasoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mary Masters



123 Falling Tree Rd.
Orcas, WA 98280



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Diane Weinstein



24116 SE 45th Place
Issaquah
Issaquah, WA 98029



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Eileen Chieco



1000 Frank Hill Rd
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carl Carter



3164 SE Timberlake Dr
Hillsboro, OR 97123



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
KATIE LARSELL



13831 NE KLICKITAT CT
PORTLAND
PORTLAND, OR 97230



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Eric Holtz



716 2nd St
Kirkland, WA 98033



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Todd Hildebrandt



P.O. Box 189
Elmira, OR 97437



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patti (Patricia) Warden



365 Maple Avenue NW
Renton, WA 98057



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Denis Martynowych



7020 18th Ave SW
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98106



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sharon Hunt



17227 SW Loma Vista St.
Aloha
Aloha, OR 97007



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Randall Webb



2328 NW Glisan St.#10
Portland, OR 97210



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carrol Hull



240 Brittany Lane
Sequim, WA 98382



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Pamela Engler



7022 - 21st Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Helen Anderson



1106 SW Kendall Ct
Troutdale, OR 97060



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Randy Harrison



4051 Wagner St
Eugene, OR 97402



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Stone



2255 Hideaway Ct.
Eugene, OR 97401



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Arvia  Morris



4535 Thackeray Place NE
Seattle, WA 98105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jim Littlefield



410 Seacliff Drive
Aptos
Aptos, CA 95003



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Scott Martin



2611 Eastlake Ave. E  #102
Seattle, WA 98102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lynn Anderson



22268 Vaughn Rd
Veneta, OR 97487



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol  Vines



730 South Basalt
Spokane, , WA 99224



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nicole Weber



356 Nature Walk
Pasadena
Pasadena, MD 21122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
James McRoberts



5430 Lake Wash Blvd SE
Bellevue, WA 98006



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David S. Nichols



5107 NE Couch Street
Portland
Portland, OR 97213



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,   Lyle Funderburk
 
Lyle Funderburk
10003 SE Foster



Portland, OR 97266



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Judith Hollar



2397 Chambers Lake Lane SE
Lacey
Lacey, WA 98503



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Marvos



60636 Groff Rd
Bend, OR 97702



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Richard Glass



1555 W 18th Ave
Apt 3
Eugene, OR 97402



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorothy W Hudson



4810 Five Views Rd
Tacoma, WA 98407



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Please stop the DESTRUCTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT!
 
Carl Tanne



PO Box 27443
Seattle, WA 98165



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joseph M. Dunford



400 NE 100th Ave.
#306
Portland, OR 97220



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
M Chessin



4115 Greenwood
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Franz von Hirschmann, MBA



14222 110 Ave Ct E
Puyallup, WA 98374



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
JOHN FAHEY



8787 BORDEN RD
MUIR
MUIR, MI 48860



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laura Weiss



1552 SE Hickory
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Debra Slater



11237 SW 47th Ave
Portland, OR 97219



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
biff Michael Appia



108 East Bridgeport Avenue
Spokane, WA 99207



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
 . Finally, it bears considering that all empires have stripped raw resources from their
colonies, weakening their ability to provide for their own citizens.  It seems to me that this
is yet another sign of the U.S's waning world status...now we are under obligation to send
our valuable and non-renewable resources to an empire that is fast-rising while our star is



fading because of our wasteful policies. Once gone, these resources can never be
recovered. What are we thinking!?
 
Sincerely,
Marilyn Kimmerling
 
marilyn kimmerling
4414 n 34th st
tacoma, WA 98407



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Spies



9271 SE Clay St
Portland, OR 97216



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
If Arch Coal wants those countries to have coal let them do their mining in the places they
are shipping to.  We have enough problems with pollution, causing asthma, bronchitis and
many skin disorders due to all the dig, drill and blasting going on in our part of the world.
 Sincerely,



 
 
GRACE NEFF
800 SE 28TH
ALBANY, OR 97322



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
the value of all adjacent properties and resources along with the costs to mitigate any
damage to land, wildlife,water quality, access, and increased flood risk when storm water
is dammed against the road bed.
Method of payment for all mitigation must be agreed upon by all impacted entities.
 
 
Janet Winans
3837 E Crockett
Seattle, WA 98112



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Lockhorn



14712 SE 16th Circle
Vancouver, WA 98683



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jane Beattie



520 1/2 Washington Avenue
Ketchum, ID 83340



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ricky Taylor



4221 114th ST SE
Everett, WA 98208



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sandra Perkins



13226 42nd Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98125



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mary Riley



121 Karr Ave
Hoquiam
Hoquiam, WA 98550



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I don't want Big Coal corporations destroying my neighbor state.
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Allison Ostrer
1107 E Denny Way
Seattle, WA 98122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
serge vrabec



2587 5th st. NE
salem
salem, OR 97301



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad must
analyze:
 
•     Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only Arch Coal,
which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian countries.
 
•     Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringe on
property rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property, make
ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, split ranch land in half and separate
fields from the river and shift the liability of train crossings to the landowner.
 
•     Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•     Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the
flooding problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•     Noise: The trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby areas to Miles City.
 
•     Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will rise for residents communities along the rail lines
as the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to deal with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go beyond burning the coal. It
must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jennifer Nitz
802 Front
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ruth Darden



900 University St. #401
Seattle, WA 98101



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
The Tongue River proposal is a crock of horse pucky and you know it. Please do not let it
go thru.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Robert Thompson
16316 alpine dr e
Enumclaw, WA 98022



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jim Mulligan



101 NW 58th St
# 10
Seattle, WA 98107



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rob Bodner



401 se Sherman st
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
W A  Mackay



115 Madison NE # 208
Salem, OR 97301



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lana Worley



205 N. Garden St.
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert B. Kaplan



P. O, Box 577
Port Angeles, WA 98362



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
 
 
 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped



overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bruce Hunner
N. Gold Ck Lp.
Hamilton, MT 59840



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Jim Lockhart
 
 



 
Jim Lockhart
5630  se 65th
portland, OR 97206



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert Bloyer



10400 Nickelby Way
Damascus, MD 20872



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mary  Loos



1220 sW 12th # 307
portland, OR 97205



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David L. Edwards



1607 East  Bay  Drive
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rurh Fishburn



3302 SW Marigold St,
Portland, OR 97219



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.It will provide very few jobs,yet harm our town with coal dust,noise impeding
traffic.Worst of all,sending all this coal to China fuels more climate change,which harms
communities around the world. Instead,we should be investing in more biofuels and
renewables.
 
•	Impacts on property values: Our42 acres is close to the rail line and already disturbs our
sleep. With twice as many trains,it will be worse. The project would devalue property and
infringes on property rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property
(especially riverfront property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and
expensive, will split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the
liability of train crossings to the landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Victoria Crampton
5891 sypes canyon rd
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
James Witter



222 Ollis Rd.  #5
Cave Junction, OR 97523



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries. Although this consideration more properly belongs to the Surface Transportation
Board, the careful strictures written into the law on the use of eminent domain were placed
there to prevent exactly this misuse of that power, which will circumvent the ability of
market choices, personal property owner choices, and regulatory agencies to prevent this
wholesale misuse of the landscape of southeastern Montana.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel and coal dust pollution. Further, there
is ample evidence that the mining and transportation of coal presents widespread health
and safety hazards to mineworkers and area residents. There is no reason and no
evidence to suggest that the horrendous depradations on the coal-mining counties of
Appalachia will be avoided. These problems stem not just from mining, and from buring,
but also from transportation. The only way to live with this increased traffic will require
expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local taxpayers.
 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in



dirty Chinese and dirtier Indian plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in
Carbon Dioxide emissions. There is now ample evidence that the acid and heavy-metal
contaminant emissions from these asian plants are returned to our shores in short order --
a matter of days -- in one study comprising about 1/6 of the total air quality contaminant
load. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the coal. It
must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charles Fitts
1970 Alvina Drive
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
It's time for humans to pull our heads out of the sand and start behaving with a longer term
outlook.  The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad
should analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Paul House
PO 562
Bozeman
Bozeman, MT 59771



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Anthony Albert



285 NW 35th Street, Apt 8
Corvallis, OR 97330



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
We need to use our sun, wind and tides to have clean energy. Please do not foul our air
any more.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Mary Mahar
4251 Greenwood Ave. N.
seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Blair Anundson



1612 East 17th Ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Smith



PO BOX 1903
Rogue River, OR 97537



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
doris wright



9208 45th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Helen Logan Hays



18553 S Ferguson Rd
Oregon City, OR 97045



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charlotte Sahnow



2756 Chad Drive
Eugene, OR 97408



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Charlotte Sahnow



2756 Chad Drive
Eugene, OR 97408



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Allen



PO Box 16307
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98116



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dan Robinson



350 Pearl St. #1105
Eugene, OR 97401



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Larry Watson



1430 McCoy Ave NE
Salem, OR 97301



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Val Fishman



2145 NE 20th
Portland, OR 97212



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patricia Glaser



521 Alameda Ave
Fircrest, WA 98466



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
I already wrote an amneded version of this letter to the Board, but I would like to submit
this addendum. If you follow the trail I've laid out, you will find information which demands
a full review of ANY proposal to mine coal (probably already a done deal in Montana), or to
ship it, or to burn it. My grandchildren are still a bit young to deal with most of these issues,
but soon they will insist on knowing why we kept doing this. We're gonna need some better
answers.
Sincerely,
 
 
Charles Fitts
1970 Alvina Drive
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tom Craighead



23404 107th Ave SW
Vashon, WA 98070



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I was part of the occupy the Helena Capital movement, and continue to make my voice
heard against the use of coal. For these reasons I find the following:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Peter Lockwood
5891 Sypes Canyon Road
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Katherine Nelson



9445 s 232nd st
Kent, WA 98031



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
mandy ashe



1524 viking ave
holmen, WI 54636



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
steve stach



n2115 hwy jb
rockland, WI 54653



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cindy Allen



3533 Avalon Dr
Hood River, OR 97031



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Daniel Roy



915 Quince St. NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
I have no problems with companies making a profit, but I profoundly reject the idea that
their profit can be made at the costs of destroying our world as we know it.  Companies
need to be responsible for the long term costs of their activities.  This means counteracting
the acidification of our oceans and the effects of global warming, in addition to paying for



the infrastructure costs to improve our railroads and built the under and over passes
required to prevent grid lock.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan McRae
1231 Miller Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gerald Burnett



4336 NE 22nd ct
Renton, WA 98059



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Richard Crawford



20137 Stonegate Dr
Bend, OR 97702



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Yao



1538 N 128th St.
Seattle, WA 98133



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
amanda niles



4131 j st
bremerton
bremerton, WA 982



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Shipping coal is a bad idea for so many reasons.  For me first and foremost, it makes no
sense to cut our CO2 emissions in the United States only to export coal to Asia.  Out
atmosphere can no longer be a waste receptacle for the coal industry's profit.  The science
is clear.  We know what is happening and it can't continue.
 
If for some reason the health of the entire planet is not enough of a reason to stop this
project then I am sure an objective environmental impact statement (EIS) should serve as
additional evidence for not allowing this what would most accurately be described as a
criminal enterprise to destroy the health and well being of all humanity.  The EIS for the
proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide



emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tom Kane
6218 S Sconce Rd
Hubbard
Hubbard, OR 97032



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lucy Smith



3044 NE 204th st
Lake Forest Park, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Woodall



403 W. 21st Pl.
Kennewick, WA 99337



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Francisco Gadea



4110 SE Hawthorne Blvd #758
Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Arbogast



1220 10th Ave E
Seattle, WA 98102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Debbie Hollyer



643 Janelle Place
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lindsey Hamilton



South 10th Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Norma Duffy



40 Fairway Drive
Dillon
Dillon, MT 59725



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sharon Markey



29468 Beach Dr
Poulsbo
Poulsbo, WA 98370



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tifni Lynch



PO Box 321
Shaw Island
Shaw Island, WA 98286



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in carbon dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. It would be
likely to cause
air pollution along its routes as well as mercury and carbon dioxide pollution at the burning
sites, pollution which could affect
climate and air quality globally.
 



Sincerely,
 
 
Ann and David Cordero
2814 Lilac Street
Longview, WA 98632



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sara King



6647 Montevista Dr SE
Auburn, WA 98092



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mary Lou Spence



405 Stonewood Dr. S.E.
Olympia, WA 98513



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 The issue of the coal trains is simple:
 
A private company from a foreign country wants to make $$$ by running the trains through
the Pacific Northwest.  These trains will ruin the rustic nature of the NW, and destroy the
Columbia River Gorge as a tourist attraction.  The loss of jobs because of loss of tourists
will not make up for the "claimed" influx of jobs provided by the railroads.
 
These companies should have thought about delivery to the Pacific Coast long before they
bought/contracted for the coal.
 
Tom Barron
3737 SW 117th Ave Space 33
Beaverton, OR 97005



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Voal companies tried to get this through in Oregon, but are being opposed.  They are not
needed any where!
 
Sincerely,



 
 
Millie Estrin
1230 Rafael N.
Keizer, OR 97303



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patrick Van Inwegen



607 W. Cleveland Ave.
Spokane, WA 99205



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Todd Corbett



10815 Hubbard Creek Rd
Umpqua, OR 97486



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Philip Bryer



2112 W. 29th Ave
Eugene, OR 97405



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sharon Holford



2580 SE Courtney, Apt. 5
Milwaukie, OR 97222



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Emma Johnson



924 31st Ave
Seattle, WA 98122



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bill Irving



1906 W. James Crowe Drive
Hayden, ID 83835



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dennis Smith



5723 Schornbush Rd.
Deming, WA 98244



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Richard Curtis



2039 SW Brixton Pl
Gresham
Gresham, OR 97080



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jan Apland



2039 SW Brixton Place
gresham
gresham, OR 97080



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
thomas c hall



20 bowline court
b, WA 98229



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Will Wiese



137 North E St.
P O Box 1645
Orofino, ID 83544



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Debra Rehn



5130 SE 30th Av. Apt. 9
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ted Light



1712 SE Lexington St
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Glyn Travis



PO BOX 1022
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Teri Travis



9736 Sand Pt Wy NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Beedy Parker



68 Washington St
Camden, ME 04843



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ingrid Erickson



1104 E. Maryland
Bellingham
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lori Cook



40315 SE Cedar Creek Ln.
Sandy, OR 97055



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Terry vanderbush



8237 2nd av. s.
bloomington, MN 55420



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Peter Harrell



PO Box 131
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Basey Klopp



1808 NW Vicksburg Avenue
Bend
Bend, OR 97701



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rebecca Buell



1206 S 33rd Ave
Yakima
Yakima, WA 98902



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Scott Bishop



1710 Giles NW
Olympia
Olympia, WA 98502



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Heidi Rodenhizer



9125 17th Ave NE
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jere Rosemeyer



1380 Hughes St.
Eugene, OR 97402



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Valerie White



2709 NW Glenwood Pl.
Corvallis
Corvallis, OR 97330



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Hilary Parkinson
 
Hilary Parkinson



816 N Tracy
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patt Doyle



PO Box 201
Ilwaco, WA 98624



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dorothy Jordan



1407 Abbott Rd
Lynden, WA 98264



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries. We cannot afford the costs of allowing coal to be sent to Asia to be burned.
Climate change is a threat to every economy and way of life on this planet.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Jeanne Miller
1916 Arietta Ave SE
Olympia
Olympia, WA 98501



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
susan delles



2801 sykes creek rd
rogue river, OR 97537



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kevin Head



424 38th Ave NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patricia Holm



1216 Ethridge Ave NE
Olympia
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
William Rizer



9775 Higway 47
Carlton, OR 97111



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Constance Voget



1615 N 41st
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Rusty & Candice West



1622 NE Perkins Way
Shoreline, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gerald Einem



2826 NW 16th AVE
Gainesville, FL 32605



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Arlo Ryan-Keohane



4630 Lower Dr
Lake Oswego, OR 97035



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Emily MacRae



15927 Shanahan Rd
Vashon, WA 98070



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Edith McRae



16323 SW Sage Hen Rd
Terrebonne
Terrebonne, OR 97760



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Amy Masreliez



2633 175th Ave ME
Redmond, WA 98052



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Andrea Jolles



4115 Evanston Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
I oppose the proposed building of the coal-hauling line through the Tongue River Valley!
 
Thank you for listening,
Vicki Szukalla
 
vicki szukalla
30th
forest grove, OR 97116



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
John Duncan
 
 



john Duncan
10638 NE South Beach Dr
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sandra Cole



806 NE Pinebrook Ave
Vancouver, WA 98684



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Meryle A, Korn



5256 NE 47th Avenue
Portland, OR 97218



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
david orndoff



715 highland
helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Hartford



3580 Thomsen Rd.
Hood River, OR 97031



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara Rossing



7785 E Leavenworth Rd
Leavenworth, WA 98826



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Adam Elson



334 Garfield St
Apt #5
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Stuart R. Shaw



2559 Ojai Ct. NW
Salem, OR 97304



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kirk Taylor



12525 Morris rd
Yelm, WA 98597



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
M Wahosi



14713 113 St KP N
Gig Harbor, WA 98329



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Edward Mills



264 WL Sammamish NE
Bellevue, WA 98008



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	THIS PROPOSED RAIL TRANSPORT IS NOT FOR PUBLIC CONVENIENCES OR
PUBLIC NECESSITY, which is what is required in order for a body to get the power of
eminent domain and condemnation authority.
This railroad serves only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, and will profit only them and
the public expense.  Please include the legal precedents for this, if any, in your EIS.
 
•	THIS PROPOSAL WILL HAVE ADVERSE IMPACTS ON PROPERTY VALUES AND
APPEARS TO INFRINGE ON PROPERTY RIGHTS. This railroad line will especially
devalue riverfront property, coal dust will have adverse impacts on the soil for crops and
livestock grazing, and will split ranch land in half.  Please include a study of these issues in
the EIS.
 
•	THIS PROPOSAL WILL ESSENTIALLY INDUSTRIALIZE THIS QUIET RURAL VALLEY
AND DEGRADE ELK, MULE DEER, AND BIRD POPULATIONS, adversely impacting an
excellent sportsman resource.  Please study the affects of this railroad line on the existing
wildlife. 
 
•	The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding problems
now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.  Please study this impact in the
EIS.
 
•	The noise, coal dust blowing off railroad cars, and toxic emissions from diesel engines will
ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles City and will adversely
affect the health of residents, particularly those with respiratory conditions.  Please
scrunitize these adverse impacts carefully in the EIS.
 
•	This proposal will create increased traffic: To alleviate traffic delays and the delay of
emergency first-responders (firemen, paramedics, and police), taxes will go up for local
residents in order to pay for outrageously expensive overpasses and safety crossing
guards. The adverse economic impacts on every community affected by these railroad
routes should be studied in the EIS 
 
Coal that should stay in the ground will be transported by rail and ship to China to be
burned in UNREGULATED Chinese power plants and will fuel huge irreversible increases
in carbon dioxide emissions, mercury, cadmium, and other heavy metals in our air. Please
study the adverse impacts of this project on the region, all the other states involved in coal
transport, and the global impacts. You have that authority under NEPA.  Study the
evidence in Balog's film "Chasing Ice" before you ignore the increase in global warming



that this proposal and others like it will undeniably cause.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Anne & Mike Botwin
349 Cove Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98229



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Wechsler



1820 NE Vine Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.  Our planet and
our future simply cannot allow projects like these to proceed.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Kathleen Washienko
3610 NE 42nd St
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bryan Kelley



6250 SW Bonita Road, F105
Lake Oswego
Lake Oswego, OR 97035



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robin Davidson



434 hall rd
silver lake , WA 98645



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Allison Ciancibelli



240 Twisp River Rd.
Twisp, WA 98856



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Polly Freeman



201 NW 60th
Seattle, WA 98107



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
yew yew



123 Bicycle Trail
colorado springs, CO 80901



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
yew yew



123 Bicycle Trail
colorado springs, CO 80901



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Nancy Jacques
 
These coal projects need to stop. Approve Clean Energy Projects ONLY!



 
Nancy Jacques
11550 Meadowmeer Cir NE
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Richard



1009 W. Blaine
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98119



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Patricia Sanitate



1050 1st St.
Springfield, OR 97477



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Coal should have NO place in America,s energy future or, fior that matter the world,s
either.  So, I expect you to do nothing that would aid and abet the coal interests in
Amewrica!  That includers rail construction.
 
John Witte
4855 SE Tenino Court
Portland, OR 97206



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Coal should have NO place in America,s energy future or, fior that matter the world,s
either.  So, I expect you to do nothing that would aid and abet the coal interests in
Amewrica!  That includers rail construction.
 
John Witte
4855 SE Tenino Court
Portland, OR 97206



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linda Glasier



726 Frederick St SE
Olympia, WA 98501



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Katheryn Kent



15024 179th AVE SE
Monroe, WA 98272



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
shody ryon



15611 w telegraph rd
santa paula, CA 93060



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sandy Brown



800 Hwy 238
Jacksonville, OR 97530



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lorena Havens



P.O. Box 179
Acme, WA 98220



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dusty Collings



9216 NE Ruys Ln
Brainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dusty Collings



9216 NE Ruys Ln
Brainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cheri Riznyk



3702 n  arlington pl
portland, OR 97217



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dave  Dunkak



1574 SE Lexington St
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
S. J. Jacky



2411 Lexington St
Steilacoom, WA 98388



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
S. J. Jacky



2411 Lexington St
Steilacoom, WA 98388



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jack Shively



750 SE Meadowood Dr.
Winston, OR 97496



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
First Name Last Name



3991 Franklin Ave.
Astoria, OR 97103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert and Julia Kenny and Glover



7292 Maxwelton Rd
Clinton, WA 98236



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kathleen Grauman



20510 80th Ave W
Edmonds, WA 98026



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Debra Lozon



3037 NW Market
Seattle, WA 98107



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lance Nylander



16411 75th pl w
Edmonds, WA 98026



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gena Maranto



16411 75th pl w
Edmonds, WA 98026



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gena Maranto



16411 75th pl w
Edmonds, WA 98026



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jeff asch



2254 NW Glisan
Portland, OR 97210



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Nettleton



4311 SE 37th Ave. #21
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Elizabeth Wahbe



616 Highland Drive
Bellingham
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Grunkemeyer



16527 NE 46th St.
Redmond, WA 98052



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Chantal Buslot



Meybroekstraat 46
Hasselt, ot 35100



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Anneke Andries



Pr.H.7
Fountain
Fountain, MI 49410



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ian Shelley



50 SW 97th Ave
Portland, OR 97225



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
It's time to stop pretending there is such a thing as clean coal. Just like the people that
tried to tell us Nuclear energy was safe and clean. They are lying to us because of greed
and selfishness and a complete lack of humanity. We have to start protecting our future
generals.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joyce Bunch
1418 woods road east
PORT ORCHARD, WA 98366



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.  Coal is just too
dirty, in too many ways.
 
Sincerely,
 
 



Gary Albright
21613 Echo Lake Rd
Snohomish, WA 98296



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jim Sylva



P.O. Box 115
Hansen, ID 83334



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Martha Haga



12614 north Schicks ridge road
Boise , ID 83714



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Liisa Antilla



11727 2nd ave nw
seattle, WA 98177



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cindy Drake



213 Main
Denmark, ME 04022



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
theodore  spachidakis



ii merarchias 2
piraeus, ot 18535



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brenda Michaels



15617 258th Pl. SE
Issaquah
Issaquah, WA 98027



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Beth Taylor, CSJP



6053 33 Ave NE
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Linelle Russ



2760 NW 85th
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
No rules should be stretched to accommodate the selling of coal in this country to another
country. Our people animals and land would suffer for the benefit of China's pollution ---
which drifts to the western side of the U.S. and is contributing to global change effects
which are devastating lands around the globe (our east coast?????????)
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Dr. Sharon and James Price
3624 22 Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98106



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
C Hannah



3378 Elliot Lane
Springfield
Springfield, OR 97478



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Donna Hamilton



Keyes Ave
Gt Yarmouth
Gt Yarmouth, ot 11111



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Gordon Hait



503 Mission Dr. NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Janet Fiero



812 S. Garfield St.
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
joel mulder



4312  29th Ave W
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98199



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mark Crossler



4453 Calumet Way
Eugene, OR 97404



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bob Stoddard



604 E Liberty Ave
Spokane, WA 99207



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
John Barinaga



2908 NE Skidmore St
Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Eileen Deutsch



2755 30th St
Port Townsend, WA 98368



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Suzanne Hamer



17227 NE 195th St
Woodinville
Woodinville, WA 98072



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Teri Franklin
 
Teri  Franklin



397 Powers Creek
Elma, WA 98541



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michael Levitin



6195 Anderson Rd
Forestville, CA 95436



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
My son, a father of two small children, works for a railroad in the Pacific Northwest.  He
works all hours of the day and night moving and switching train cars.  What is being



shipped can be dangerous to the railroad workers, and pose a risk to their lives.
 
Coal dust can build up on train tracks, causing horrific train derailments.  It is regressive
and dangerous to allow coal excavators in the mid-west to use the beautiful Pacific
Northwest to ship overseas.  Where the U.S. could be a leader in progressive clean
energy shipments abroad, we are perpetuating  the burning of toxic wastes worldwide.
 
There are risks and dangers to our communities.  Shipping coal through our local home
ports will increase deaths with coal dust, and harm our small communities.   A few will
benefit economically, but the majority will be harmed with increased coal particulates and
continued reliance on a known toxic substance.  There will be "hidden" medical costs  and
our beautiful rivers will become polluted.
 
According to the July 2, 2012 Portland Oregonian article "Coal trains come with a toll",
"Railroad testing found an average of 225 pounds of coal lost per car during a 567-mile
trip, kicked up in episodic bursts.  For a 135-car train, that's about 15 tons." 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SACRIFICE OUR UNITED STATES TO DIRTY COAL SO A FEW MAY
PROFIT.  Do it for my child, a husband and father, and his children. Do it for all the
children.  Do it for the health of the people in our communities.
 
 
 
Linda Morton
9939 SW Stoncreek Drive
Beaverton, OR 97007



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Philip Mitchell



3624 Phinney Ave N
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Darren Smith



12195 Charles Pl
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Chris Dennett



6835 N Wall Ave
Portland, OR 97203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lisa Sieracki



3450 Alder
Eugene, OR 97405



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Lisa Jo Frech



20645 SW McCormick Hill Rd
Hillsboro, OR 97123



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Christopher Finley



16629 37th Pl W
Lynnwood, WA 98037



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ivy Sacks



11525 SW 212th Pl
Vashon, WA 98070



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laura Graham



2812 NW 67th Street
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
lorraine faford



4613 e 18th st
vancouver
vancouver, WA 98661



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Celeste Howard



6525 NE Deer Run St
Hillsboro, OR 97124



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
David Wilson



P.O. Box 335
Myrtle Point, OR 97458



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Peter Rimbos



19711 241st Ave SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jim Jensen



12529 10th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98177



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Stephen Ekholm



6290 Eagle Harbor Dr. NE
Bainbridge Ialand
Bainbridge Ialand, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Elisabeth Bechmann



Neugebäudeplatz
St. Pölten
St. Pölten, ot 03100



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Tracy Ouellette



14078 MacTaggart Ave
Bow
Bow, WA 98232



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Megan Misslin



538 SE 72nd Ave.
Portland
Portland, OR 97215



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
Will Swearingen
 



 
Will Swearingen
502 South 6th Av.
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Melissa McCool



753 Hexon Rd
Selah, WA 98942



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Fran Koehler



6225 Palatine Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 Michael Shurgot



6536 31st Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
H.M. Sustaita



505 River Road
Eugene
Eugene, OR 97404



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jean Toles



7214 No. Mohawk Ave., #1
Portland, OR 97203



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
kristi waddell



16533 34th ave ne
lfp
lfp, WA 98155



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Mark M Giese



1520 Bryn Mawr Ave
Racine, WI 53403



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Please, Just say NO to this proposal.
 
Sincerely,
 



 
Christine Bonney
1953 Summit Drive
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ian Cox



761 Boylston
Seattle, WA 98102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sherry Bupp



PO Box 2394
Redmond, WA 98073



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carl Watkins



2205 Tyler St.
Eugene, OR 97405



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nora Weaver
2618 e. crestling dr.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Kevin Dowling



1825 10th St W
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Nicholas Jones



2228 SW Kings Ct.
Portland, OR 97205



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Alex Woolery



25 San Pablo Avenue
San Rafael, CA 94903



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara Wood



12507 Greenwood Ave., North
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98133



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Doug Balcom



1730 NE 92nd St.
Seattle, WA 98115



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
marguery lee zucker



1966 Orchard St.
Eugene, OR 97403



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Christina Gilman



2901 S Adams St
Seattle, WA 98108



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Calli Madrone



61182 Snowbrush Dr.
Bend, OR 97702



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Laura Geiger



4202 O PL NE
Auburn, WA 98002



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
carolyn choquette



24930 grange hall rd.
Philomath, OR 97370



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joann Edmonds-Rodgers



8109 8th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98106



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Katie Fleming



PO Box 2928
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
diane crummett



12dogwoodst.so.
soaplake, WA 98851



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Stephanie Rufner



1110 NW 173rd Avenue
Beaverton, OR 97006



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bridget Callahan



802 Miller Drive
La Grandeq, OR 97850



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jean Dilley



164 Palos Verdes
White Salmon, WA 98672



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Keith Milligan



P. O. Box 1124
Veradale, WA 99037



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Heidi Boynton



28625 SE 228th Street
Maple Valley, WA 98038



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Barbara Guthrie



18531 Ashworth Ave N.
Shoreline, WA 98133



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carla Wise



3710 NW Wisteria Way
Corvallis, OR 97330



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jan Aszman



2277 Glenwood Hwy.
Goldendale, WA 98620



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Christopher Gutsche



353 Wallace Way NE #5
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Carol Torchia



16234 NE 2nd St
Bellevue, WA 98008



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely Yours,
 
Donald R. Gunderson
 



Donald Gunderson
4811 Terrace Dr. NE
Seattle, WA 98105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Christopher Brunje



30494 Camas Swale Rd.
Creswell, OR 97426



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ellaine Lurie Janicki



238 Benham Hill Rd.
West Haven Ct., CT 06516



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sherri Loveland



10920 Silverado Terrace
Tustin, CA 92782



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Susan Loyland



219 Semanski St.
Enumclaw, WA 98022



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Donna Marchetti



517 Lakota Way
Ashland, OR 97520



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
janna piper



po box 15072
portland, OR 97293



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
janna piper



po box 15072
portland, OR 97293



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cheyne Cumming



995 Humboldt #309
Denver, CO 80218



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Miriam Williamson



660 Halton Rd
Apt 5-N
Greenville, SC 29607



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
Emily Ward
 
Emily Ward



214 south 16th unit D
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Zack Blomberg



220 snowbery ln
lopez , WA 98261



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Margaret Keene



7536 Gladstone Ave
White City, OR 97503



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Alwyn Jones



1264 port stanley road
Lopez Island
Lopez Island, WA 98261



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Dear Surface Transportation Board,
 
I am writing regarding the Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Tongue River
Railroad in Montana. Like many Montanans, I am very concerned about the environmental
impacts of this project, and the effect they would have on our state.  I especially want to
call attention to the impacts the TRR would have on wildlife populations in the Tongue
River Valley, the fact that this railroad does not fit the definition of being for the "public
convenience and necessity, and the potential contribution of this project to climate change.
 
As someone who has seen the spectacular wildlife habitat of the Tongue River Valley
firsthand, I am very concerned about the potential effects of a new railroad on mule deer,
elk, pronghorn, and other wildlife species in the area. Besides the direct impacts from a
railroad that would transect wildlife ranges, the TRR project would enable construction of
the Otter Creek Coal Mine, and industrialization of a wider area in the Tongue River
Valley. The EIS should carefully examine any potential impacts of such activity on wildlife
populations.
 
Taking a look at the larger picture, the TRR would enable activity that would contribute
significantly to climate change. The only purpose of this project appears to be the
transportation of coal, from the Powder River Basin area to national and international
markets. By making a vast new area of Southeast Montana accessible to coal mining, the
TRR threatens to enable activity that would put billions of tons of new carbon in the
atmosphere. Montana's environment and economy are already suffering from the effects of
climate change, which include longer droughts, a longer fire season, and reduced
snowpack and precipitation. The EIS should take all of these effects of added climate
change into account.
 
Finally, it seems clear to me that the TRR does not qualify as a project for the "public
convenience and necessity." It appears that the only purpose this project would serve is to
transport coal from Arch Coal's proposed Otter Creek Mine, to the existing rail hub in
Billings and thence to national and international markets. Because there is only one
commodity producer benefiting from this project, it cannot be considered to be for the
public good. Therefore, backers of the TRR should not be able to use eminent domain to
force the project through private land holdings, and the Surface Transportation Board
should take this into account.
 
I believe that if the full environmental impacts of the TRR are accounted for, it will become
clear that this project is not in the public interest, or in the interest of Montanan citizens. I
urge the Surface Transportation Board to carefully consider the impacts of this project on
wildlife, the climate, and landowners.
 



Respectfully,
 
Nick Engelfried
203 W Harlem St Apt 4
Missoula
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Bruce Welti



5249 18th Ave NE
Seattle
Seattle, WA 98105



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Cecile Valastro



23804 SW Golden Pond Terr
Sherwood, OR 97140



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Paul Myhre



PO Box 173
Leavenworth, WA 98826



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
Designating this coal an important natural resource and investing in technology to burn it
cleanly makes the most sense to me.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Thomas Starr
6530 16th Av NW
Seattle, WA 98117



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Daniel Thorne



3001 288 st
federal way
federal way, WA 98003



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sharon Parshall



4348 336th Pl SE
Fall City
Fall City, WA 98024



Ken Blodgett 
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
Dear Mr. Blodgett:
 
The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should
analyze the following:
 
•	Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public
convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power
of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal
company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian
countries.
 
•	Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property
rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront
property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land
in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the
landowner.
 
•	Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk
and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad
and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource. 
 
•	Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding
problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.
 
•	Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles
City.
 
•	Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as
the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic
substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with
this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid
for primarily by local taxpayers. 
 
The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in
dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide
emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the
coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped
overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jeff Jackson



775 SE Chadwick (P.O. Box 33)
Roseburg, OR 97471


