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VEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2015
12: 05 P.M ET
ONLI NE MEETI NG

- 000-
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Okay, folks, we'll go ahead
and get started.
My nane is Jennifer Piggott, and I wll be

facilitator and host for today's online neeting.

Wl conme to the online neeting for the Tongue Ri ver
Rai |l road project. Al of your lines are muted, and we
Wi ll unnute individual lines in the order in which you
signed up to speak today.

Qur panel nenbers today are Daniell e Gosselin,
who's an attorney advisor with the Surface
Transportation Board; Alan Summerville, who is a project
manager with ICF International, a third-party contractor
hel pi ng the Surface Transportation Board wth the
envi ronnent al docunent; and then again, ny nane is
Jenni fer Piggott, and I'myour facilitator.

Today, we're going to do just sone brief
i ntroductions, and then we're going to go through the
envi ronnental review process. Then we will review sonme
oral comment ground rules, at which point we'll nove
into the public coment portion, and this session wll

adjourn at 3:00 p.m Eastern tine.
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So wwth that, 1'd |like to introduce
Dani el l e Gosselin, fromthe Ofice of Environnenta
Analysis with the Surface Transportati on Board.

Dani el | e?

DANI ELLE GOSSELI N:  Good afternoon. O good
norni ng for many of you, and thank you for attending
today's online public comment neeting on the Draft

Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for the proposed

construction and operation of the Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

My nane is Danielle Gosselin, fromthe
Sur face Transportati on Board, Ofice of Environmental
Anal ysi s.

The Surface Transportation Board is the
f ederal agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on
of interstate surface transportation within the
United States and for granting authority for the
construction and operation of newrail |ines and
associated facilities.

The board's mssion is to ensure that

conpetitive, efficient, and safe transportati on services

are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,
and consuners. |In all of its decisions, the board is
commtted to advanci ng the national transportation
policy goals established by the Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OEA
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Is responsible for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal
Environnental Policy Act, or NEPA. The underlying
pur pose of NEPA is to provide the deci sion-nmkers, in
this case the board nenbers, with information that
pronotes i nforned decision-naking. OEA fulfills its
responsi bility through the i ndependent environnent al
review of railroad actions, which require the board's
approval .

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the board to
construct and operate a rail line fromMles Cty,

Mont ana, to endpoi nts near Ashl and, Mont ana.

On Decenber 17th, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road Conpany filed a suppl enental application in
which it identified its preferred routing for the
proposed line as the Colstrip alternative, between
Col strip and the Ashl and ar ea.

The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead
agency responsible for preparing the Draft EIS. Four
cooperati ng agencies worked with the board in preparing
the Draft EIS: The Bureau of Land Managenent, the
US. Arny Corps of Engineers, the U S. Departnent of
Agriculture, and Montana state agencies. These

cooperati ng agenci es have deci si on-maki ng authority
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I ndependent of the board and are agencies from which the
Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany woul d obtain separate
approvals or permts prior to construction.

The purpose of today's neeting is for the
board to receive oral comments on the Draft EIS from
menbers of the public who are unable to attend public
nmeetings in the project area.

The Draft EIS was served and nade avail abl e
for public review and comment on April 17th and refl ects
OEA' s anal ysis of the potential environnental inpacts
that could result fromthe constructi on and operati on of
t he proposed rail line.

Public invol venent is an inportant conmponent
in the environnmental review process. Qur hope is that
the comments you provide wll help ensure that our
office fully addresses the potential environnental
I npacts that could result fromthis project, as well as
appropriate mtigati on neasures.

The Draft EI'S public coment period wll | ast
until August 24th, 2015. After the public conment
period has cone to a close, CEA will consider all
comments recei ved and address each comment in the
Final EIS, which will present our final conclusions and
recommendati ons for mtigating possi ble environnental

ef fects.
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Issuing the Final EIS will conplete the

board's environnental review process. The board nenbers

wll then nake the final decision on the proposed rai
| i ne construction. I n maki ng that deci sion, the board
menbers will consider the entire environnental record,

i ncluding all public comments, the Draft EIS, the

Final EIS, and CEA s final recomended environnent al
mtigation. No project-related constructi on nay begin
until the board's final decision has been issued and has
becone effective.

Those who have regi stered to speak during this
meeting, which will be recorded by a court reporter
attending the neeting, will be called upon to speak in
the order in which they're registered.

Witten comments nmay al so be mailed to the
board or submtted electronically on the project Wb
site, tonguerivereis.com Al oral and witten coments
w Il be given equal weight and consi derati on. I n
preparing the comments, we encourage you to be as
detai |l ed as possi ble regarding the content of the
Draft ElIS.

I wll conclude ny remarks now and turn the
meeting over to Alan Summerville, who will provide a
little nore infornmati on on the environnental review

process.
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Al an?

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Alan, this is
Jennifer Piggott. W're having a little trouble hearing
you.

Can you pl ease speak up?

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: -- comments received
t hrough the scopi ng process, the board published a
notice of the Final Scope of Study for the EIS --

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Alan, this is
Jenni fer Piggott. Can you go ahead and start over? W
had sone trouble hearing the start of your conmments.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Oh, okay. Sure.

Good norning. To initiate the scoping process
for this environnental review, OEA issued notification
of its intent to prepare an EIS to the public; el ected
officials; federal, state, and | ocal agencies; tribal
organi zations; and other potentially interested
organi zations. COEA issued a Draft Scope of Study and
hel d agency and public neetings to obtain comments on
the topics that the EIS shoul d anal yze and possi bl e
alternatives to the Tongue R ver Railroad Corporation's
proposed al i gnnent. | nt erest ed agenci es and persons
were invited to participate in the scopi ng phase by
review ng the Draft Scope of Study, submtting comments

in witing, and attendi ng scopi ng neetings. After
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considering the conmments received through the scoping
process, the board published a notice of the Final Scope
of Study for the EI'S on March 22nd, 2013.
Thr oughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the
potential environnental inpacts of the proposed
Tongue Ri ver Railroad and the reasonable alternatives,
i ncluding the "No-Action” alternative. The Draft EI S
al so addresses the inpacts of the trains traveling to
destinati ons outside the project area, which are al so
referred to as "downline inpacts. ™
Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and climate change,
noi se, biological, water, visual, cultural, and
hi storical and | and resources, as well as geol ogy and
soils, socioeconom cs, and environnental justice. Al
ot her resources woul d experience negligi bl e inpacts.
The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary
recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. These
mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as
potential conditions if the board decides to grant

Tongue River Railroad authority to construct and operate
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the rail I|ine.

The Draft EI'S was di stri buted and nade
avai l able on April 17th to interested nenbers of the
public; parties of record; elected officials; tribes;
and appropriate federal, state, and | ocal officials.

OEA provi ded extensive notification through vari ous
nmeans to the project area and downl i ne comuniti es.

As Danielle stated, the Final EIS w Il
consi der and respond to all coments received on the
Draft EI'S and will include any appropriate changes and
recommendati ons for additional mtigati on neasures. It
will also identify OEA's preferred alternati ve.

Conpl etion of the Final EIS will be announced
to the public in the Notice of Availability published in
the Federal Register and by notification to interested
parties.

At this tine, | would |Ilike to hand the neeting
back over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who w I
go over sone ground rules, and then we can begin to hear
publ i ¢ conments.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GG&OTT: Geat. Thanks, Al an.

We would now li ke to begin the oral coment
portion of today's neeting. Before we begin, I'd |like

to go over a few things.
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Speakers will be called in the order in which
you regi stered, at which point your line will be
unnuted. A court reporter wll transcri be your oral

comments to produce in preparing the Final Environnmental
| npact St at enent. Pl ease do not provide any personal
information in your comments that you would not want to
see published in the Final EIS.

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly, so that the
court reporter can easily record your conmments. Pl ease
state your full nane and spell it out for the court
reporter and indicate if you are representing a group or
organi zati on today.

Each speaker will be allotted three m nutes.
You do not have to speak for the full three m nutes;
however, when 30 seconds renmains, | wll let you know

When your tine has elapsed, | wll also notify you and

ask if you could please conpl ete your comments, and then

I wll mute your line in preparation of the next
speaker.

Qut of respect for others who wi sh to provide
comments, we ask that you pl ease honor your three
mnutes. |If you think you have nore comments than you
can present in the tine allotted, please nake the nost
i nportant comments first. The tinme limt has been set

at each and every neeting to ensure everyone who w shes
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to speak has a fair and equal opportunity to provide
their coments.

If you do not get a chance to voice all your
comments, you can submt themin witing or
electronically, as Danielle addressed earlier in the
meeting. |If you have a witten statenent already
prepared, you may read it al oud, and we al so recomend
that you submt it as a witten or electronic conrent.

Pl ease feel free to provide coments in either
oral or witten form Both types of comments are given
the sane and equal weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this online public neeting allows you
to provide comments that will be transcribed. OEA wll
not answer questions or respond to comments during this
portion of the neeting. CEA Wi ll respond to conments in
the Final Environnental |npact Statenent. This wll
allow as nuch tinme as possible for nmenbers of the public
to conmment.

I wll now call upon our first speaker, which
is Mke O Brien.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: M ke, | have unnuted your
i ne.

Are you there?

M KE O BRI EN: | am here. Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I can. M ke, you have

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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t hree m nut es.

M KE O BRIEN: Thank you. M/ nane is

M ke OBrien, spelled O apostrophe, B-r-i-e-n. | am a
Seattle City Council menber. "' m commenti ng today on
behal f of the Seattle Gty Council. W have previously

submtted a letter to the Surface Transportation Board
expressi ng our concerns about this project and the
conpr ehensi ve EI'S, analyzing the inpact to our city. My
comments today will tal k about what the letter says and
add sone ot her points.

The first thing I want to be clear on, the
City of Seattle is recommendi ng and requesting that the
Sur face Transportati on Board choose the "No-Action”
alternative for these foll ow ng reasons: The first, we

don't believe that the STB has consi dered the downli ne

I npact to the west of the proposed rail |ine and wongly
assunes that the coal in the Tongue R ver Railroad -- on
the Tongue River Railroad will be destined for plants in

the M dwest.

If the coal export termnals on the Wst Coast
are approved and another m ne is devel oped in the
Tongue River area, this newrail |ine could nove nore
than 26 trains per day, and nany of those trains will be
com ng through our region and our city.

Donestic nmarkets are rapidly shrinking, and 12
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Mont ana rai l ways have expressed -- woul d expect to
Increase its coal exports to termnals for overseas
mar ket s.

We al so know that O ter Creek Coal has a
hi gher sodi um content than ot her Powder Ri ver Basin coal
and can't be burned in nbost donestic coal plants, which
is another indication that it's likely to be shipped
overseas and i npact our |ocal areas.

The second reason | want to highlight is the
i npact of coal dust and coal on our conmunities. W
know that these trains |ose coal as they transport
t hrough our conmmunities, and those inpacts have health
i npacts on our conmunities.

The third thing I want to highlight are the
traffic inpacts, and this one can't be enphasized
enough. This many coal trains com ng through our city
in Seattle will have massive inplications on the traffic
I npacts on our grid. And when you add what's proposed
here, the cumul ati ve i npact of other increased oil
export, including things |Ii ke the Bakken crude oil
that's com ng through our conmunity, the cunul ative
i npact of all of these will have a significant inpact,
an even greater inpact on our comunity.

These i npacts on transportation |ocally, not

just in Seattle, but in cities in King County and 13
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Washi ngton State up and down this |line nust be mtigated
if this project is going to go forward, and | don't
believe the EI S has studied the proper mtigation of

t hese i npacts.

The cost to deal with railroad crossings in
our city is significant and should be borne fairly by
the responsible parties that are creating those inpacts.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: You have 30 seconds
remai ni ng.

M KE O BRI EN:. Thank you.

The fourth and final point I want to nake is
that building this railroad wll add a significant
anmount of carbon to our atnobsphere. Seattle and
Washi ngton State, cities around the country, have
commtted to reduce our carbon em ssions, and the carbon
em ssions that wll be produced fromthis railroad by
openi ng up these coals exports needs to be part of the
anal ysi s.

Pl ease choose the "No-alt" -- the -- sorry,
choose the "No-Action” alternative for this project.

Thank you very nuch.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Carrie Logan.

CARRI E LOGAN: Good afternoon. M/ nane is

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Carrie Logan, and I'mthe nayor of the city of
Sandpoi nt, lIdaho, a town of 7200 on the shores of

Lake Pend Oeille and the Pend Oeille Rver. W are
historically referenced as "the funnel" because of the
convergence of three rail |ines: Uni on Paci fic, BNSF,
and Mont ana Rai | way.

Pl ease choose the "No-Action" alternative for
the followi ng reasons: The STB has not consi dered
downline inpacts to the west of the proposed rail |ine
and wongly assunes that the coal is destined for
donestic plants in the M dwest.

The DEIS states that if coal export term nals
are approved on the Wst Coast and other nmines are
devel oped in the Tongue Ri ver Railroad area, the new
rail line could nove nore than 26 trai ns per day. Many
of those trains will be com ng through Sandpoi nt.

As a result of the increase in installation of
sidings and i nproved track sensors, BNSF is scheduling
much faster deliveries. Spokane to Chicago was
121 hours and has been reduced to 65 hours. Chicago to
Spokane was 105 hours and will be reduced to 68 hours.
The faster delivery tine neans nore trains can occupy
the rail space, resulting in increased availability for
coal deliveries to the West Coast.

Donesti c coal markets are rapidly shrinking,

15
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and the Montana Rail Link has stated locally that it
expects to increase shipnents to export term nals for
over seas markets.

The COEA study concluded that nost of the coal
woul d be used donestically, in the M dwest. However,
econom ¢ changes could easily shift, and a | arge portion
of the Tongue River Railroad coal could be exported from
the Pacific Coast. If this occurs, rail traffic, rail
traffic safety, and environnmental inpacts would |ikely
i ncrease to the downline segnents west of Tongue Ri ver.

Appendi x C of the EI'S has provided a scenario
where as nuch as 53 percent of the coal woul d be
exported rather than used donestically.

Quote, "Tongue Ri ver Railroad coal would be
closer to export term nals than nost other coal sources,
i ncluding coal currently produced in the Wom ng portion
of the Powder River Basin," end quote.

O ter Creek coal, as stated before, has a
hi gher sodi um content than ot her Powder Ri ver Basi n coal
and can't be burned in nost donestic coal plants, so it
is destined for overseas narkets.

Coal trains are known to spill coal dust and
coal, and its inpact on health and safety, while the
rail road requires shippers to spray coal cars with

surfactant to keep down the dust, it only is estimted 16
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that 30 percent of shippers conply with the rule.
Because the surfactant wears off and has to be
reapplied, BNSF is building a station to apply
surfactant in the Tri-Cities after the trains pass
t hr ough Sandpoi nt, | daho.

Traffic inpacts haven't been addressed. The
DElI S doesn't call for any mtigation to make the
rail road partners pay their fair share of crossing
i nprovenents. Rail traffic is expected to double with
the increase in Bakken oil trains and coal trains

t hrough North I daho. North |Idaho has a nunber of

unprotected, at-grade crossings. The increase in trains

will mean nore trains and cars and del ays for energency

responders.
Many at-grade crossings wll need

I nprovenents, and our |ocal and state jurisdictions

cannot afford to pay on their own for grade separations.

Building this railroad wll add a country's
worth of carbon to our atnosphere.

JENNI FER PI GEGOTT: You have 30 seconds.

CARRI E LOGAN: Thank you.

St udi es have shown that nercury burned in
China finds its way back to the inland Northwest faster
by the Jet Streamthan it took for the coal to be

shipped to China in the first place. Wstern dowline

17
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I npacts have not been adequately addressed in this
Draft EIS, and | urge you to choose the "No-Action"
alternati ve.

Thank you very much.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this norning is Jewell Janes.

Just give ne a nonent. I"'mgoing to nute a
couple lines, because | don't see M. Janes on the |ist.

Jewel | James, are you on the |line?

Agai n, our next speaker is Jewell Janes.

Are you on the |ine?

Okay. Il will conme back to M. Janes at the
end of the neeting.

So our next speaker is Kathleen Patton.

I"mgoing to unnute your |ine.

Kat hl een, are you there?

KATHLEEN PATTON: | am here. Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: I can. Thanks so nuch.
You have three m nutes.

KATHLEEN PATTON:. Thank you. So I am
Kat hl een Patton. | am a pastor here in Longview,
Washi ngton, where a very | arge coal export term nal has
been sited and is under environnental inpact study at

t he EC.

18

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.17.15

I"'ma person of faith, and |I' m beggi ng you all
to recogni ze the downline i npacts of these coal trains.
Pl ease recogni ze that harmis not limted to the people
where the train tracks are laid, but all the way down
through all the lovely rural and small-town communities,
t hrough Spokane, Sandpoi nt, Colunbia R ver CGorge, and ny
own town of Longview, Washington -- and harm does not
stop there -- as well as Asia, to foul the air, and on
wor | dwi de, t hrough carbon poll ution.

It is crazy, fractured logic to i magi ne
artificial boundaries protecting anybody. Limting the
scope of your EIS to local inpacts is |ike putting a
no- peei ng section in a sw mm ng pool . In such a
scenari o, everybody pays the pollution price so a few
can profit: The land, the tribes, the ranches, the
farnms, the comunities along the way, the children who
live along the tracks and near the termnals in ny
honet own of Longvi ew, for instance.

Gover nnent agencies are here to protect the
people, all the people, fromthe greed of few The
few -- limted scope of your environnental review to the
narrow area surroundi ng those 40 mles of track, who
will protect the rest of us? Wo will protect Longview,
t he Col unbi a Gorge, the people, land, air, and the very

climate of our planet? The atnobsphere has no
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boundari es, and carbon pol |l uti on does not respect
bor ders.

As surely as those rail |ines connect
Oter Creek and Longvi ew, your decisions will inpact us
all, wherever you arbitrarily draw the |ine. | beg you
to include us all, include the generations yet unborn
who will reap the whirlwi nd sown by Arch Coal in
dr ought, deluge, and |icense bel ow.

Pl ease protect us all with a conplete EIS.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this norning is
Jonat han Matt hews.

Just give ne one nonent, and | wll unnute
your |i ne.

M. Matthews, are you with us?

JONATHAN MATTHEWS: Hel | o. I "' m here.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Geat. You have three
m nut es.

JONATHAN MATTHEWS: Thank you. So |I'm

Jonat han Matt hews. I amthe energy commttee chair of

the Montana chapter of the Sierra Cub, and |'msure it

will be no surprise to hear that the Montana chapter of

the Sierra Cub, which is 2,000 Montanans, want you to

20
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choose the "No-Action" alternative.

You know, Tongue River Railroad, it's good for
Arch Coal, perhaps, but it's bad for Mntanans and for
everybody else in the Northwest. W are tired of being
told to accept projects that will open the door to
unprecedented coal exploitation that wll devastate
hard-won |iveli hoods across our region.

The Surface Transportation Board nust study
the railroad's inpacts on all potentially harned
communities: Those near the mnes and the rail lines to
the final destination. Once the board fully considers
those inpacts, it should say no to the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road, which is nothing nore than a |last-ditch
attenpt to prop up a single failing coal conpany at the
expense of hundreds of thousands of Mntanans and dozens
of communities throughout the Wst.

The Tongue R ver Railroad woul d nmake our
famlies sick by spewi ng an average of 500 pounds of
coal dust per rail car per day along 1300 ml es of
rail road, once it connects to the existing system goi ng
to the Pacific Coast. That adds up to 240 tons of coal
dust punped into our land and into our air and water
every singl e day.

The Tongue Ri ver Railroad would threaten our

safety. Qur nere state tracks were not neant for suchaz1

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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heavy | oad of heavy coal trains, which can increase the
risk of derailnment. Explosive oil trains share the sane
rails.

W won't put our communities at risk for
Arch Coal's last-ditch attenpt to avoid bankruptcy.
This railroad woul d permanently devastate fam |y ranches
in Montana and pollute our air and water to provide
short-termhealth for a failing industry and a single
struggling coal conpany, Arch Coal.

The Tongue Ri ver Railroad would hurt industry.
War ner summers and drier winters have already begun to
af fect countl ess busi nesses and workers who rely on
Nort hwest farns, fish, and forests; yet Arch wants this
railroad, in order to open one of the | argest proposed
coal mnes in the lower 48 states at Oter Creek,
Mont ana, and bring with it billions of tons of clinmate
pol |l uti on when that coal is burned. Oter Creek would
generate a carbon pollution of up to 656 additi onal
coal -fire power plants, setting the West on a clinate
change path we do not want to foll ow

Pl ease hear us. Choose the "No-Action"
alternative.

Thank you very nuch.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016
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Jewel | Janes, did you join the neeting yet?
Is M. Janes on the |ine?

SPEAKER: This is not Jewell Janes.

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Ckay.

Qur next speaker is Mchael O Leary.

I have unnmuted your |1 ne.

Can you hear ne?

M CHAEL O LEARY: Yes, | can.

Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PIGEOTT: | can. You have three
m nut es.

M CHAEL O LEARY: Geat. M nane is
M chael O Leary. For the record, Mi-c-h-a-e-1, O

apostrophe, L-e-a-r-y.

" mrepresenting the Associ ation of
Nort hwest Steel headers. And first 1'd like to say we
appreci ate the opportunity. I'"d like to thank the staff
and the hearing officials for making this online hearing
possi bl e t oday.

I " m speaki ng on behalf of the 1500 nenbers of
the el even chapters of the Associati on of Northwest
St eel headers, where we fish for famly fun and for
heal t hy food throughout the Colunbia Ri ver Basin. And
we address the "No-Action"” alternative because the

Tongue River Railroad will hurt the 3 billion-doll ar 53
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fishing econony and the 10, 000 jobs that depend on it.

In particular, we're focused,

downl i ne i npacts,

obvi ously, then, on the

t he bi ol ogi cal and the econom cs

I npacted by these coal trains.

I want

remarks that it really is an error

probability that
donesti c markets.
There's just no f

addi ng coal, the

to point out, at the outset here, a few

t hese coal trains are

Qur donestic markets

to believe in the

desti ned for

are shri nki ng.

uture in it. It's the wong tine to be

supply, to that marKket

The right place to be addi ng,

speaki ng, and the safest, nobst | ogical,

under st andi ng of where these trains are

over seas, trans-Pacific market,

expandi ng, conpet
available. | thi
journals, you'l

it's sinply just
ot herwi se i s just

feels |ike.

itive markets for our

nk if you just | ook at

econonmical ly
nost i nparti al

destined is the

wher e vast and

Crops are

t he trade

find conventional support for that, but

a law of supply and denmand. To beli eve

really, | guess, [indiscernible],

And t hese i npacts of the coal

dust on the

Col unbi a R ver have already emtted and are al ready

visible, thanks to the exports already | eaving down the

Col unbi a R ver up through Washi ngton and out Vancouver,

British Col unbi a,

for overseas narkets.

| can see iIt. o4
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| can take you to it right now. You can find places all
up and down the Col unbia R ver Gorge where you can find
coal dust blown off the tracks.

The tracks, by the way, are over a 150-mle
stretch where they're i medi ately adjacent to the
Col unbia R ver. And by "inmmedi ately adjacent,” | nean
in sonme places, there's a sinple highway that stretches
for hundreds of yards where they've connected basically

a cove of the river with tracks and pil ed rock

underneath it. They're actually stretching out over
literally the mddle of the river -- side of the river,
rather. And in other cases, they're as far as 20 yards

away, maybe 50 yards away.
But the Col unbia R ver CGorge, fanous for the

best wind-surfing in Arerica, is a wndy place to go,

and you can see where the coal dust is spilling into the

wat er way . If you add, like, 20 trains a day, 100 cars,
a pound a mle, we're tal king about easily hundreds of

mllions of pounds of coal dust. That is substantial,

bi oavail able, and it's bad for fish.

Thanks for your tine. Il think we'll submt
our additional witten comments very shortly and
appreciate the opportunity to be heard and consi der ed
seriously.

Thank you.
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comment s.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

Qur next speaker today is Caitlin Cromael | .
Caitlin Ctommell, are you on the |ine?
Caitlin Ctommell, are you on the |ine?
Okay. Qur next speaker is Scott Skokos.
M. Skokos, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker today is Liz Stel k.

Liz Stelk, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker is Kevin Dow i ng,

D-o-w1-i-n-g.

little bit

the line?

Kevin Dow i ng, are you on the |line?

Qur next speaker is Marvel Karch, K-a-r-c-h.

Marvel Karch, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker today is Sara Kendall.
Sara Kendall, are you on the |line?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: "1l be back in a

, Yyou guys.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Sara Kendall, are you on

Qur next speaker is Anne Hedges.

Anne Hedges, are you on the line?

ANNE HEDGES: | am here.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Geat. And you

have -- yep. | can hear you. Three m nutes.

26
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ANNE HEDGES: Ckay. There -- ny nane's
Anne Hedges, A-n-n-e, He-d-g-e-s. I'"'mw th the Mont ana
Envi ronnmental | nformation Center.

There are a | ot of pages in this docunent, but
there's very little information in the Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact St udy. It's a good thing that
cut-and-paste is a tool that is available to the
drafters of this docunent, but it doesn't nean that the
t housands of pages actually say anythi ng nmeani ngful .

The assunptions regardi ng coal narkets are
critical to the inpact analysis, but they are
unavai l able to the public, housed in the public
comments -- on even review inpact anal ysis, wthout
bei ng able to know what went into the bottle to devel op
t hese anal yses.

If coal is going to be displaced, this STB
must say which coal mnes are nost likely to be
I npacted. There are no mnes slated for closure, and
surely it is a related action to cause the cl osure of
one coal m ne by openi ng up anot her.

Under the "but for" test, the new m nes, the
old mne -- but for the new mne, the old m nes would
continue to operate. At least two mnes in Montana are
in jeopardy fromthe Oter Creek coal m ne.

First, the Crow Nation in Montana received tru§7
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majority of its nonfederal funds fromthe operation of
West nor el and Absal oka M ne. That mne is the cl osest
mne that is a not a m ne-nouth operation. It serves a
simlar market as what the Draft Environnental | npact
Study says the Oter Creek Coal Mne will serve, the
Upper M dwest.

The O ter Creek Mne will be closer to narket
and therefore potentially undercut the price of the
Absal oka coal. The Absal oka M ne has been shi ppi ng coal
since 1974, which neans the easiest coal to m ne has
l'i kel y al ready been m ned. If Oter Creek is going to
di splace any mne, it is probably this m ne.

VWhat will that nmean for the Crow Nation? That
Is a reasonably foreseeabl e i npact and shoul d be
included, as it wll have harsh consequences for the
Crow tri be.

The other mne that could be displaced is the
geographically cl osest m ne, the Rosebud M ne, created
by Western Energy, which serves the Col strip Power
Plant. That m ne has been operating since 1968. It is
li kel y the easi est and cheapest coal -- it is likely
t hat the easi est and cheapest coal to recover has been
m ned fromthat m ne. If the Tongue Ri ver Railroad and
the Oter Creek Mne are going to displace a mne, it is

reasonably foreseeable that it would be this m ne, si nce,q
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the conpany's preferred rail route goes right by that
i ne.

The Rosebud M ne is a union mne. Arch Coal's
Oter Ceek Mne will not be union. This inpact and
others related to the potential displacenent of the
Rosebud M ne and its workers should be disclosed and
anal yzed.

If the STB refuses to anal yze what mnmines are
li kely to be displaced by the Gter Creek coal, then it

is admtting the new coal mnes mned at Oter Creek

wi Il not displace any existing coal mnes. |Instead,
that is a concession that this coal will be additional
and result in 2.6 billion tons or nore of greenhouse

gasses going into the already overtaxed at nosphere as a
result of this railroad. Those inpacts are real, and
t hey nmust be consi der ed.

Mont ana al ready suffers from extensive
W |l dfire seasons, agricultural inpacts, decreased w nter
recreation, changes to hunting and fishing
opportunities. These inpacts and nmany ot hers have
soci al, econom c, and noral consequences that must be
di scl osed.

The concl usi ons reached by the STB that i npact
to fish and wildlife nay be substantial, but are m nor,

refl ects soneone who |ives back East and doesn't care a

29
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whi t about what actually happens on the ground in

Mont ana and has reached these concl usi ons w t hout doing

one original fish study.

STB has done a | ousy job of disclosing and

anal yzing inpacts fromthis rail road. It shoul d choose

the "No-Action" alternative. The railroad i s unneeded.

It has a high inpact, and it is norally objectionable.
W don't want it, and we don't need it.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Peter Cornelison.

Peter Cornelison, are you on the |line?

Is Peter Cornelison, Go-r-n-e-l-i-s-0-n, on
the Iine?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: If you want to listen
in on this at all, you can.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Qur next speaker is
Don St ei nke.

I"mgoing to unnute all the lines to see if
Don Steinke is on the Iine.

DON STEI NKE: 1'm here.

Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I can hear you. Perfect.

You have three m nutes.

30
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DON STEI NKE: Thank you.

My nane is D-o-n, S-t-e-i-n-k-e. 1'ma
citizen of Vancouver, WAashi ngton.

Arch Coal is seeking permts for America's
| argest coal export term nal in Longview, Wshi ngton.

So this railroad is intended to feed a massi ve coal
export termnal. The coal industry has said the nost
important city in Montana is Longvi ew, \Washi ngton.

The agenci es have spent two years here
preparing the Draft EIS for the Longview term nal. I
urge the "No-Action"” alternative, because your Draft EI S
has i gnored the Longvi ew conponent of the Arch Coal plan
and has ignored the inpacts to Vancouver and all the
other rail comunities in our state.

Not hi ng can upset the tribes nore here than
the coal trains which endanger their treaty fishing

rights. Google "Colunbia Waterfront" to see the

billion-doll ar devel opnent underway in Vancouver. W' ve
al ready spent $50 million developing it. Coal trains
wi Il sabotage its success.

The wi nd has al ready bl own coal dust onto our
food fromexisting coal train traffic. The coal trains
will |ower property values and raise taxes for grade
separ ati ons.

According to the EPA, every doll ar spent 31
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reduci ng di esel em ssions reduces healthcare costs by
$4. The di esel em ssions would be going to help

2 mllion people. A huge pile of coal in Longview w |l
degrade the health of the people there. The atnospheric
| evel s of CO2 are al ready too high. It is not good
enough to prevent increases. W need reductions.

We are on the eve of destruction, and we can't
hope to prevent the worst effects of climate change by
enabling nore extraction of fossil fuels. The
tenmperature has risen only .8 degrees Cel sius, and | ook
what we have: Record floods in Calgary, Col orado,

Texas, and Thbilisi, Georgia; record ground and forest
fires in the Anerican West. W have adequate
precipitation, but it arrived as rain rather than snow.
No snow pack, no food.

Si nce carbon takes thousands of years to drop
out of the atnosphere, the only way to bring
concentrati ons down again within a reasonable tine is
for emssions to drop to zero.

The purpose of the Tongue R ver Railroad is to
make the CEO | ook good. The purpose of you, the purpose
of governnent, is to protect the greater good. You have
a public trust obligation to protect the clinmate for our
grandchi l dren and for their grandchil dren.

Pl ease choose the "No-Action" alternative.

32
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Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker today is Jerry Wite.

Jerry, are you there?

JERRY VHI TE: Yes, | am

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: G eat. You have three
m nut es.

JERRY VHITE: M nane is Jerry Wiite,
J-e-r-r-y, Wh-i-t-e. I amw th Spokane Ri ver keeper. I

represent the Spokane Ri ver and the Ri verkeeper Program
whi ch works for a fishable and swi nmabl e Spokane Ri ver.
In short, we're public advocates for the Spokane Ri ver
and work to conserve this community's river and protect
it fromthose forces that threaten its health and its
wel | - bei ng. The Spokane River is the heart and soul of
our city, and wthout a healthy river, our community is
not heal t hy.

We believe that the construction of this
railroad wll have several nmjor inpacts on our river
and our community.

We oppose the construction of the Tongue River
Rai | road and urge the Surface Transportation Board to
take the "No-Action" alternative.

First, coal dust is a destructive inpact. The\.j,3
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proposed railroad will eventually carry 18 to 26 coal
trains per day, and the EI'S wongly assunes zero i npact
on adj acent communities.

Much of this coal would travel through
Spokane, Washington, to termnals on the Wst Coast. As
such, Spokane coul d see as nmany as 40 trai ns per day
over our river and through our cities.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe studi es have
shown that each coal car | oses as nmany as 500 pounds of
raw coal from uncovered cars, each trek these cars
cover, to our rivers and our tributaries to our river.

We have actually found coal in our creeks
al ong the banks of these rivers, and this dust is | aden
with heavy netals and is toxic to consuners and across
the systens. The construction of the railroad wll
di scharge nore coal and coal dust into our waterways and
I nto our urban nei ghbor hoods.

Addi tionally, coal dust has been shown to have
a negative inpact on rail infrastructure, and that dust
is corrosive and weakens the rail |ines.

Spokane is the site of accelerated oil-by-rail
traffic, and with weakened rails, increases the odds of
catastrophic rail accidents and consequent oil spills
and car fires in our comunities and on our river.

Secondl y, the gl obal conbustion of coal is

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016
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depriving our river and comunity of water. Qter Creek
Is the | argest proposed coal mne in the United States
and represents 1.3 billion tons of coal that is m ned
will contribute to climte change for the next 55 years.
The conbustion of coal across the Earth has been shown
to have effects on Northwest clinmate by emtting

gr eenhouse gases, and the inpact of this conbustion on

t he Spokane Ri ver can no | onger be denied and
understated. The devel opnent of Gter Creek M ne and
the Tongue River Railroad will only exacerbate this
effect.

This year, snow packs in the nountains of
Eda River was at an all-tinme |ow, an inpact brought on
by extrenely warm waters off the Pacific OCcean. At this
nmonent, our river is running at 1,100 cubic feet per
second. It normally runs at 10,000, which is -- so it's
currently a tenth of normal flow at the front end of our
dry season. W' ve never seen these low flows in
recorded history.

To expand the factor of coal-fired energy is
to actively destroy our river. By extension, our
citizens and busi nesses are being deprived of a
community asset that has been the foundati on of our
cul ture, our econom cs, and our history since its

f oundi ng.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Finally, coal conbustion is poisoning our
water in our state with nethyl mercury. The conducti ng
of coal in any of these incidents has been shown to
contribute toxic nmethylmercury into the Pacific
Nor t hwest wat er ways.

Asia emts sonewhere around 1500 tons of
mercury a year, and nuch of it is returned to our waters
via atnospheric transport. According to sources at the
Nat i onal Oceani ¢ and At nospheric Admi nistration, nercury
and ot her airborne contam nants coll ect over tine during
the winter and spring until Siberian wi nds arrive
beari ng the dust from China and deliver it to our
Nor t hwest .

JENNI FER PI GG&OTT: You have 30 seconds.

JERRY VHITE: W live in Washi ngton State, and
t he Spokane River currently has fish advisories for
met hyl mercury. Nobody in our community can eat those
fish without worryi ng about the effects of nethyl mercury
fromthe conmbustion of coal.

The construction of the railroad, the
Tongue River Railroad, will have a |l asting negative
i npact on our conmmunity, on the river, and our rural.

We ask the Surface Transportation Board to take the
"No- Action" alternative.

Thanks a |l ot for the opportunity to coment. 36
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Dani el

li ne?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your conmmrent.

JERRY VWHI TE: Yep.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Qur next speaker is

Serres.

" mgoing to unnute your |ine.

Are you there?

Dani el Serres?

Dan Serres, S-e-r-r-e-s, are you there?

Dani el Serres, S-e-r-r-e-s, are you on the

Okay. Qur next speaker is Lynn Patrick Doyl e.

I"mgoing to unnute all the lines.

Lynn Patrick Doyle, are you on the |ine?
Al'l lines are currently unnuted.

Lynn Patrick Doyle, are you on the |ine?
Qur next speaker is Derf Johnson

Derf Johnson, are you on the |ine?

Derf Johnson?

Okay. Al lines are still unnuted.

Qur next speaker is Grrit Voggesser,

V-0-g-g-e-s-s-e-r.

Is Garrit on the line?

kay. Al lines are still unnuted.
Is Matt Petryni, P-e-t-r-y-n-i, on the |line?
Matt Petryni, P-e-t-r-y-n-i, are you on the

37
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i ne?

Okay. | just got a note.

Dani el Serres, S-e-r-r-e-s, are you here?

M. Serres, if you' re talking, we're not able
to hear you, so you may want to hang up and call back
I n. Il wll call your nane again in just a few m nutes.

W do see that you are on the line, but we are
unabl e to hear you.

Qur next speaker is Tom Crawf ord,
Cr-a-wf-o-r-d.

Tom Crawford, are you on the |ine?

Tom Crawford, are you on the |ine?

Dani el Serres, are you on the |line?

DANI EL SERRES: I am Can you hear ne now?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Yes.

Dan, are you there?

DANI EL SERRES: | am yes. Thank you for
queui ng ne back up.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: No problem You have three
m nut es.

DANI EL SERRES: G eat . So ny nane is
Dan Serres. Last nane is S-e-r-r-e-s. ' mthe
conservation director for Col unbia Riverkeeper.

Years ago, ny brother was a teacher in

Ashl and, Mont ana. | renenber tal k of the Tongue Ri ver

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Rai | road back in those days. | didn't really inagine
that years and years later, we would be joined with the
fol ks in Ashl and, Montana, because we here on the | ower
Col unbia R ver are dealing wwth very | arge coal export
facilities that are directly connected to the proposed
Tongue Ri ver Rail road.

Ri ver keeper and our nenbers in O egon and
Sout hwest Washi ngt on absol utely support the "No-Action”
alternative. W ask the Surface Transportation Board to
select that alternative. At the very |east, the STB
shoul d take a hard | ook at wi thdrawi ng the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent and i ssuing a new one,
because it's i nadequate in addressing the
downl i ne inpacts on places |ike the Colunbia R ver
Estuary.

W were surprised not so much that coments
fromgroups |ike our own were ignored, but we were a bit
surprised that the Surface Transportation Board | argely
i gnored the concerns of the State of Washi ngton. The
Depart nent of Ecol ogy weighed in with the STB, asking
themto | ook at the inpacts of the induced coal export
shi ppi ng that woul d happen in the state of Washi ngton.
They list a bunch of inpacts in a letter they wote in
January of 2013, including traffic inpacts from

increased rail traffic, including delays to energency

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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vehi cles, overall rail line capacity, spill prevention,

response requirenents, potential train derail nents, coal

dust em ssions from /| oconotives, including part --
particul ate matter and greenhouse gasses.

They went on to say in January 2013 that
Washi ngton citi zens are raising many valid questions
about this and howit wll affect our comunities and
the state.

The Council on Environnental Quality issues
gui dance to federal agencies that the range of actions
t hat must be considered includes not only the project
proposal but all connected and sim |l ar actions that
could contribute to cunul ati ve i npacts.

The federal coal export projects have begun
t he environnental review process in Washi ngt on,
including a review by the Arny Corps of Engi neers. W&
believe that as a conmmunity, NEPA agencies, the

Surface Transportati on Board, has a responsibility to

| ook at the direct, indirect, and cunul ati ve i npacts for

the related projects in the region that are connected to

t he Tongue Ri ver Rail road.

The letter that was witten by the Departnent

of Ecol ogy was signed by then director of ecol ogy, Ted
Sturdevant. And, again, it's pretty telling that the

Sur face Transportati on Board i ssued a Draft

40
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Envi ronnental | npact Statenent that really sidestepped
t hose concerns.

The stakes are high for us here in the
Col unbi a R ver, where this nmassive coal export term nal
I's proposed in Longview and where coal trains headed to
Bel | i ngham woul d al so cone down the Col unbia Ri ver
CGor ge.

The i npact of coal exports in the
Col unbi a R ver, which serves parts of the state. The
proj ect would involve dredging the Col unbia River,
heat - st oki ng coal storage piles near critical sal non
habi tats, and dozens of new trains each day on the
tracks al ong the Col unbia River.

According to ecol ogy here in Washi ngton, three
proposal s already in the environnental review process
could result in 37 additional unit trains per day,
trains in Washi ngton State, having 13,000 nore trains
per year.

So federal and state agencies here on the
Col unbi a R ver have been worki ng for decades to protect
and recover sal non, and these coal export trains and the
coal export terminal in Longview will be plunked down
right in the mddle of the nbst inportant habitat for
sal non recovery.

The Federal Governnent's chi ef responsibility‘41
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is to mtigate the inpacts of federally |icensed dans.
And one of the places where they do that is right there
in the Colunbia R ver Estuary, where these coal
termnals will be proposed.

These efforts to protect and restore and
rehabilitate sal non are underm ned by the extensive
potential pollution. The habitat | aws have braced for
an accident that are associated with all the effects of
coal exports, including the termnals, the trains, and
t he oceangoi ng tankers. And the Tongue Ri ver Railroad
is a big part of this in this picture.

We ask that you select -- the Surface
Transportati on Board sel ect the "No-Action” alternative,
and at the very least that the STB wll w thdraw the
DElI S, because it's far from a near-conpl ete docunent,
and it contains nunerous errors and om ssions, including
t he obvi ous om ssion of considering the indirect and
I nduced i npacts of downrail comunities |ike our own.

Thanks very nmuch for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Tom Crawford, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker is Tom Crawf ord. I m goi ng
to unmute all the I|ines.

Tom Crawford, are you there?

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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42




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.17.15

TOM CRAWFORD:  Yes. | amon the |ine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. | can hear you.

Go ahead, Tom You have three m nutes.

TOM CRAWFORD: Thank you.

I am a board nenber of a |ocal nonprofit
called the Thurston Cimate Action Team based in the
A ynpi a, Washi ngton area. W have been working for the
| ast six years on collaborating with both the econom c
devel opnent council and el ected officials, including
city councils and county conm ssioners, on inproving
energy efficiency, pronoting clean energy in our
communities, in order to bring down our greenhouse gas
en ssi ons.

As part of that effort, we have conducted a
gr eenhouse gas i nventory community-wi de and found t hat

our current em ssions throughout our county are about

2.8 mllion tons of carbon di oxi de equival ent. The
em ssions that will in fact result fromthe
I mpl enment ati on of the proposed rail line -- because its

sol e purpose is to transport carbon-eni ssi on-produci ng
coal, nostly to China and other external operations
outside the United States, where it's devoid any of our
efforts to reduce our own greenhouse gas em ssions --
the carbon em ssions resulting fromthat will be so

nassi ve.
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I"d like to tal k about sone other things that
Wil result fromthis action. W -- our county board
of -- our county health and social services departnent
about four years ago conducted a study of the health
effects in our conmmunities from greenhouse gas em ssi ons
from gl obal warm ng, and those include increased
vect or-borne di seases related to breathing difficulty,
heart di sease, and a variety of other health effects
resulting from poor healthcare quality and ot her effects
of gl obal warm ng.

So this is connected to the rail -- the
proposed rail |ine, because the proposed rail |ine would
in fact result in increased gl obal warnm ng effects.

I"d also li ke to point out that the
Tongue River Railroad will hurt industry. \arnmer
summers and drier winters have al ready begun to affect
count | ess busi nesses and workers who rely on Northwest
farms, fish, and soils, and that affects our communities
here in Thurston County.

Yet Arch Coal wants this railroad in order to
open one of the | argest proposed coal nmnes in the
| ower 48 states at Oter Creek, Mdntana, and we wl |l
have billions of tons of climte pollution when that
coal is burned. Oter Creek can generate the equival ent

pollution of up to 656 additional coal-fired public

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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| ands, setting the West on a climte-change path that we
do not want to foll ow

There are other health and safety effects,
community inpacts, long-term you know, business reality
and financial inpacts, including the fact that the
| ong-term financial ganble doesn't really nmake sense
financially.

I could tal k about other effects, but | really
wanted to focus on the effects on our comunities as we
see it. And so we feel |ike here in Thurston County, we
have a big stake in whether this project goes forward.

And we have -- other speakers have cited the
fact that this is an inconplete Environnental | npact
St atenent, based on the infornmation we, in fact, know
that is not apparently acknow edged in this
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

You know, we encourage that the project not go
forward and permanently be deni ed.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your conment.

Qur next speaker is Sergei G bbins.

I"mgoing to unnute all the lines.

Sergei G bbins, Gi-b-b-i-n-s, are you on the
i ne?

Sergei G bbins, Gi-b-b-i-n-s.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Okay. Qur next speaker is Robin Everett.

Robi n, are you on the |line? Robin Everett,
are you on the line?

Qur next speaker is N ck Engelfried,
E-n-g-e-l-f-r-i-e-d.

Ni ck Engelfried, are you on the |ine?

All lines are still unnuted.

Qur next speaker is Edward Uy, Ur-y.

Edward Ury, U r-y, are you on the |line?

Qur next speaker is N cole MDernott.

Ni col e McDernott, are you on the |line?

Ni col e McDernott, are you on the |line?

Qur next speaker is Scott Keill or,
K-e-i-l-l-0-r. Are you on the |line?

Qur next speaker is Mary Brammer.
Mary Brammer, are you on the |ine?

MARY BRAMVER  Yes. | am here.

Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Yes, | can.

Mary, you have three m nutes.

MARY BRAMVER: Thank you.

I " m di sappoi nted that you have all these
peopl e |ined up and nobody wll talk.

My nane is Mary Brammer, Ma-r-y,

B-r-a-mme-r. M husband and | nmanage a snall
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8, 000- pl us-acre ranch al ong the Tongue R ver on the east
si de.

W woul d request that you choose the non-- the
"No- Action" alternative or, at mninmum the Eastern
alternative for the foll ow ng reasons.

The Tongue R ver Railroad would put -- would
be placed -- put in place along the current access or
i ngress road to nunmerous hones, fields, and pasture
areas on the eastern side. This is the only access road
to the east side of the Tongue River. W have concerns
that installation of the railroad will |eave us wth no
way in or out of our honme or ranch.

To install the railroad along the river route
would require cutting into the nountain in several
| ocati ons. In all your maps online, in the information,
we did not see any notation at all on how or where the
new access road woul d be.

In addition, in the original east side public
meeting that was held in 2012 here in Ashland, we
di scussed or put in a notation that we have a worry
about our shallow artesian wells. W have nunerous
artesian wells on the ranch that feed not only -- or
water the wildlife and cattle. Sone of them have a
6- by- 6- squar e-f oot or 8-by-8-square-foot box to hold the

water. As it cones out fromthere, it goes into a tank.‘4

7
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The infornmation that we received at the public
nmeeting stated that when they start digging the coal out

of the ground, they would be draining the water | evels

as they went. If they did that, it would take away the
artesian well or the water lines. Qur existing well --
and they' re approximately 6-foot deep -- if they drain

the water levels as they're digging the coal mnes, it
doesn't show how they're going to regenerate the water,
if at all.

The | ast one is concern regarding the fire
danger during the construction of the railroad, no
matter its |ocation. W've already had three wildfires
on the ranch since the first of the year. It's caused
by the underground coal lines that are currently
burni ng, and there's no way to put them out.

It is also -- we've had two of them started
W th possibly a piece of glass that was di scarded on the
ground years ago. There's no way to tell how these
fires started. And the construction, anybody tossing a
bottle out, a cigarette out the wi ndow or over their
shoul der or whatever, could cause another fire.

And we' ve worked very hard in the | ast three
years to get the nountains and the hills to regenerate
after the last ngjor wildfire of 2012, and we woul d hate

to have anot her one started during constructi on.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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So we woul d request that you woul d choose the
"No- Action" alternative or, at the very least, the
"Eastern" alternative of the Tongue -- Eastern Tongue
R ver alternative.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Mary Brammer was the | ast speaker we had
regi stered today. | "' m now going to go and unnute al
the lines and go through the fol ks who didn't speak when
their nanes were called, in case any of you have joi ned
the call since that tine.

" munnuting all the |ines.

Your lines are all unnuted.

Jewel | Janes.

JEVELL JAMES: This is Jewell Janes.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: G eat .

JEVELL JAMES: Can you hear ne?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Yes, | can. You have three
m nutes. Pl ease go ahead.

JEVELL JAMES: Ckay. M nane is Jewell Janes,
J-e-we-|-1, J-a-me-s. I"'mwith the Lumm Nati on,
L-u-mmi, in the state of Wshi ngton.

We're very concerned about the application to

transport the coal. W have been nonitoring and paying49

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.17.15

attention to the work that's bei ng proposed for the
Oter Creek area. W know that we've been very
concer ned about coal trains com ng here through the
Paci fi c Nort hwest.

W have a treaty with the United States. W
have a governnent-to-governnent relationship with the

United States, and we have been working diligently to

try to get our voices heard to stop the coal trains from

com ng through our aboriginal territory.
We worked with the affiliated tribes of
Nor t hwest I ndians, and all the tribes between
OQter Creek to the Pacific Northwest have stood up and
opposed the proposed coal trains comng this direction.
We oppose the harvest of the coal itself,
because of the global-warm ng i npact. W're aware that
it is targeted for China often, and China itself is

starting to wthdraw from usi ng coal because of the

severe toxic inpact to its air quality. And our concern

Is that once the coal is burned, wthin a few days
later, it's dropping acid rain here on the waters and
the I ands of the Pacific Northwest.

W are a treaty fishing tribe, and the coal
poses a very dangerous inpact to our sal non popul ati ons.
W are already not neeting the anpbunt of sal non we need

to sustain our people, and the United States and t he
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i ndi vidual states all have a duty to honor our treaty
under Article VI of the U S. Constitution.

So we oppose the toxic contam nation that the
coal wll cause.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

At this tine, I'"'mgoing to unnute all the
i nes.

Is Caitlin CGomell on the line? Caitlin
Cromael | ?

I's Scott Skokos, S-k-o0-k-o0-s -- Scott Skokos,
S-k-o0-k-0-s, are you on the |ine?

Liz Stelk, S-t-e-l1-k, Liz Stelk, are you on
the |line?

Okay. Al lines are still unnuted.

Kevin Dow i ng, are you on the |line?

Kevi n Dow i ng?

Okay. Marvel Karch, K-a-r-c-h, Marvel Karch,
are you on the line?

Sara Kendall, K-e-n-d-a-l-1, Sara Kendall, are
you on the line?

Peter Cornelison, Co-r-n-e-l-i-s-o0-n, are you
on the line? Peter Cornelison?

Lynn Patrick Doyle, are you on the |ine?

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

51




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 1-6.17.15

Lynn Patrick Doyl e?

Derf Johnson, are you on the |ine?

All lines are still unnuted.

Garrit Voggesser, V-0-g-g-e-s-s-e-r, are you
on the line? Garrit Voggesser?

Matt Petryni, P-e-t-r-y-n-i? Matt Petryni,
are you on the line?

Sergei G bbins, are you on the |ine?

All lines are still unnuted.

Robi n Everett? Robin Everett, are you on the
i ne?

Ni ck Engel fried? N ck Engelfried,

E-n-g-e-l-f-r-i-e-d, Nick Engelfried, are you on the

i ne?

Edward Ury? Edward Uy, Ur-y, are you on the
i ne?

All lines are still unnuted.

Edward Ury, U r-y?

Ni col e McDernott, are you on the |line?

Ni col e McDernott ?

And Scott Keillor, are you on the |line?
Scott Keillor, K-e-i-Il-1-0-r?

kay. Al lines are still unnuted. That is
everyone we had regi stered to speak today.

Is there anyone who has al ready provi ded

52
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comments that would like to el aborate on their coments?

All lines are unnuted.

Is there anyone who would |li ke to el aborate on
their earlier coments?

Okay. Is there anyone on the |Iine who did not
regi ster to speak that would |li ke to provide a coment
today? Al lines are still unnuted. I s there anyone
el se who would |like to provide conmment at today's
meet i ng?

W will keep the line open until 3:00 p. m,
Eastern Daylight Tine, as advertised. But for those on
the neeting now, we will go ahead and concl ude this
portion.

Agai n, you can submt comments, either in
witing or electronically, at tonguerivereis.com and
comments nust be received or postmarked by
August 24th to be considered in the Final Environnental
| npact St at enent.

Thank you all for your comments and your
participation in this online public neeting. Again, we
will keep the lines open until 3:00 p.m, in case anyone
who registered to speak calls in | ate.

Thank you again for your participation.

Ladi es and gentlenen, it is now 3:00 p.m W

will now end the public comment neeti ng.
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(Wher eupon, the proceeding

concluded at 3:00 p.m)
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