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ASHLAND, MONTANA

- 000-

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: "1l introduce Ken
Bl odgett, with the Surface Transportation Board, to
provi de sonme comments, before we nove into the oral
conment s.

Ken?

KEN BLODGETT: Good evening. Thank you for
attendi ng today's public coment neeting on the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for the proposed
construction and operation of the Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

My nane is Ken Bl odgett, and with nme toni ght
is Danielle CGosselin, and we are here representing the
Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of Environnental
Anal ysi s.

Al so seated at the table are Al an Summervill e,
t he project manager for ICF, our third-party contracting
team and Elizabeth Diller. And Jennifer Piggott has
al ready i ntroduced herself, who will act as our
facilitator this evening.

The Surface Transportation Board is the
f ederal agency responsi ble for the econonic regul ati on

of interstate surface transportation within the
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United States and for granting authority for the
construction and operation of newrail |ines and
associated facilities. The board's mssion is to ensure
that conpetitive and efficient and safe transportation
services are provided to neet the needs of shi ppers,
recei vers, and consuners.

In all of its decisions, the Surface
Transportation Board is commtted to advanci ng the
nati onal transportation policy goals established by
Congr ess.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OCEA,
is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal
Environnmental Policy Act. W fulfill this
responsi bility through i ndependent environnental review
of railroad actions, which require the board' s approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue R ver
Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the Surface
Transportation Board to construct and operate a rail
line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoi nts near
Ashl and.

On Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue River filed a
suppl enmental application in which it identified its
preferred routing for the proposed line as the Colstrip

Al ternati ve, between Colstrip and Ashl and.
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The board is the | ead agency responsi ble for
preparing the Draft Environnmental | npact Statenent.
Four cooperati ng agenci es worked with the Surface
Transportation Board in preparing the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent: The
Bur eau of Land Managenent, the U.S. Departnent of
Agriculture, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, and
Mont ana st ate agenci es.

These cooperative agencies all have
deci si on- maki ng authority i ndependent of the Surface
Transportati on Board and are agencies from which
Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d obtain separate approvals or
permts prior to construction.

The purpose of today's neeting -- tonight's
meeting is for the Surface Transportation Board to
recei ve comments, both oral and witten, on a Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent, which was served and
made avail able for public review and comment on
April 17th. The Draft Environmental |npact Statenent
refl ects our analysis of the potential environnental
i npact that could result fromthe constructi on and
operation of the proposed rail |ine.

Public invol venent is an inportant conmponent
in the environnental review process. Qur hope is that

the comments we receive tonight will help us -- wll
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help to ensure that our office fully addresses your
concerns and the potential environnental inpacts that
could result fromthe construction and operation of the
rail line, as well as appropriate mtigation neasures.
After the public comment period has cone to a
close, the Ofice of Environnmental Analysis wll
consider all comments received and address each conment
in the Final Environnental |npact Statenent, which wll
present our final conclusions and reconmendati ons for
m tigati ng possi bl e environnental inpacts.

| ssuance of the Final Environnental | npact

Statenent will conplete the board's environnmental review
process. The board will then nake a decision on the
proposed rail |line construction. I n maki ng t hat

deci sion, the board wll consider the entire

environnental record, including all public coments, the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, the Final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, and CEA s fi nal
recommended environnmental mtigation.

No project-related constructi on nmay begin
until the board's final decision has been issued and
t hat deci si on has becone effective.

If you haven't already done so, | would
encour age everybody to sign in at the entrance to the

room Those who have been identified and i ndi cated that

5
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they would Ii ke to nake a public comment on the Draft
ElIS at this neeting wll be -- which will be recorded by
the court reporter -- wll be called upon to speak in
the order in which they signed in.

If you would like to provide a handwitten
comment today, comment forns are | ocated over here in
the public -- in the comment area, and there's boxes
over there to put your comments in. Witten conments
may al so be nailed to the board or subnitted
electronically on the project Wb site,

t ongueri verei s. com

All oral and witten comments will be given
equal wei ght and consi derati on. I n preparing your
witten comments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as
possi bl e regardi ng the content of the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

That concludes ny remarks, and I will now turn
the floor over to Alan Summerville, who will provide a
little nore informati on on the environnental review
pr ocess.

Thank you.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good eveni ng.

Duri ng the open house portion of this neeting,
we provided infornmati on on the environnental review

process and on the project. Now I "d |i ke to take just
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about three mnutes to summari ze that information for

t hose of you who couldn't attend the open house or just
provide a recap for those of you who were able to nake
it.

In the neeting brochure and on one of the
posters here in the roomis a figure depicting the
envi ronnental review process.

To initiate the scopi ng process, OEA issued a
notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the
public; elected officials; federal, state, and | ocal
agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially
i nt erested organi zati ons.

CEA issued a draft scope of study and held
agency and public neetings to obtain conmments on topics
that the EI'S shoul d anal yze and possible alternatives to
TRRC s proposed alignnent.

I nterested agencies were invited to
participate in the scopi hg phase by review ng the draft
scope of study, submtting conments in witing, and
attendi ng scopi ng neetings held in the project area.

After considering the comments received
t hrough t he scopi ng process, the board published a
Noti ce of Final Scope of Study for the EIS in March of
2013.

Throughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
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OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the potenti al
envi ronnental inpacts of the proposed Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road and the reasonable alternatives, including the
"No- Action" alternative.

The Draft EIS al so addresses the trains -- the
i npacts of trains traveling to destinations outside the
proj ect area, which are also referred to as "downli ne
i npacts. "

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and cli mate change,
noi se, bi ol ogical resources, water resources, Visual
resources, cultural and historic resources, |and
resources, geology and soils, socioeconom cs, and
environnental justice. Al other resources would
experi ence negligi bl e inpacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA's prelimnary
recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. These
mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as
potential conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC
authority to construct and operate a rail |ine.

The Draft EI'S was di stri buted and was nade

public on April 24th to interested nenbers of the
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public, parties of record, elected officials, tribes,
and appropriate federal, state, and | ocal officials.
OEA provi ded extensive notification through vari ous
nmeans to the project area and downl i ne comuniti es.

As Ken stated, the final EIS wll consider and
respond to all comments received on the Draft EI'S and
w Il include any appropriate changes and reconmendati ons
for additional mtigation neasures. It will also
identify OEA's preferred alternative. Conpletion of the
final EIS will be announced to the public through a
Notice of Availability published in the Federal Regi ster
and by notification to interested parties.

At this tine, I'd like to hand the neeting
back over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who w I
go over sone ground rules. Then we can begin to hear
public comrents.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thanks, Al an.

W will now begin the oral coment portion of
toni ght's neeti ng.

Before we begin, I'd like to go over just a
f ew t hi ngs.

If you haven't already done so, please silence
your phones so we don't interrupt the neeting.

If you would like to speak and did not sign up 4
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when you arrived at the neeting, please raise your hand
SO we can get you registered.

Is there anyone el se w shing to nake an oral
comment that didn't already sign up?

Okay.

A court reporter wll transcri be your oral
comments for use in preparing the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment. Please do not provide any personal
informati on in your comments that you would not want to
see published in the final docunent.

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly so that the
court reporter can easily record your conmments. Pl ease
state your full nane and spell it out for the court
reporter and indicate if you' re representing a group or

or gani zat i on.

Each speaker will be allotted three mnutes to

speak. You do not have to speak for the full three

m nut es; however, when 30 seconds renains, a yellow card

Wl |l be displayed, and a red card will be raised when
your tinme has ended.

Qut of respect for others, we ask that you
pl ease honor the three m nutes. If you think you have
nmore conmments than you can present in the time allotted,
pl ease nmake the nobst inmportant comments first. I f you

do not get a chance to voice all of your comments, you

10
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can submt themin witing.

If you have a witten statenent already

prepared, you may read it al oud, and we recomend t hat

you al so submt it as a witten comment.

If time permts, at the end of the neeting, we

will invite up additional speakers and anyone who did

not get a chance to finish their comments.

Pl ease feel free to provide coments in either

oral or witten form Both types of comments are given

t he sane, equal weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the public neeting

allows you to provide comments that wll be transcri bed.

OEA wi Il not answer questions or respond to comments

during this portion of the neeting. OEA wll respond to

comments in the Final Environnental |npact Statenent.

This will allow as nuch tine as possible for nenbers of

the public to coment.

I will now call up the first speaker,
June Persons.

JUNE PERSONS: Good evening. M nane

June Per sons. J-u-n-e, P-e-r-s-o0-n-s.

which is

i s

"1l preface this by stating to you right up

front that this is not directly addressing the

Draft EI'S, but |I'm speaking as a nenber of ny comunity.

We're a property owner on Oter Creek.

I have_'L:L
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a nmaster's degree from MSU Bozenan. I"ve |lived and
worked in this area for 15-and-a-half years.

I ' magai nst the building of Tongue Ri ver
Railroad and its partner, the Oter Creek Coal M ne.

The truth is that the proposed project is
sinmply not needed and would result in mjor
envi ronnent al and aesthetic degradation to this area.

It would cause air and noise pollution, fire hazard in
an area regularly gutted by fires already, and would
require the theft by condemmation of private properties
for no public good.

One woul d have to wonder why this project is
bei ng pushed. This project holds no real benefit for
the community, the state, or our country. The railroad
iIs entwned with the proposed Oter Creek Coal M ne,
whi ch has nultiple troubles and i ssues of its own.

There's no expected net gain in jobs
associated with the mne and, in fact, it's expected
that opening the Oter Creek Coal Mne would result in
the closure of existing local mnes along with the | oss
of existing jobs.

The railroad is sinply one nore instance of
t he nmegaweal t hy seeking to run roughshod over the
interests of the | ess powerful in order to further their

own financial gain, to the detrinent of the comunities

12
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I nvol ved and the environnent. Building this railroad

woul d be a tragedy and a detrinent to our comunity and

our way of life.

Thank you for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is MIldred Red Cherries.

M LDRED RED CHERRIES: M/ nane is M| dred Red

Cherri es. I am a nenber of the Cheyenne tri be. | cane

here to oppose the railroad, and I have -- | don't think

there's need for coal. Everybody is turning to green
ener gy.

And, like June said, it's got a | ot of

negati ve i npact on our |and and the people here that are

concerned, that |ive here.
You know, we can't take on a big corporation

because we don't have the resources, but it feels |ike

we're being -- this is kind of being shoved down our
t hr oat .

And I would |Iike -- you know, this board
has -- probably hasn't heard about the Cheyenne that

lived on that side of the river, and they were noved

over to this side. So that land is still our | and over

there. And one day, we're going to take it back, and we

don't want that railroad on our | and.

13

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 2-6.8.15

That's all | have to say for now

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Qur next speaker is Steve Gl bert.

STEVE Q@ LBERT: I'"'m Steve Gl bert from Hel ena,

here, representing nyself.

For 25 years, | worked as a biologist -- |
wor ked as a bi ol ogi st in Southwest Montana -- Sout heast
Montana. | have witten parts of EISs. | have done

basel i ne studi es supporting those El Ss.

This is a nonunentally bad EIS. It's
4, 000 pages of fluff.

For this go-around, | reviewed the fish and
the wildlife. Fish is easy to deal with quickly,
because there was no fisheries survey done. There was
habi t at wor k done. Then, with a little black nagi c and
prestidigitati on, we cane out with a fish report.

I have never in ny life heard about a
fisheries study done wi thout fish being handl ed. There
was no aquati c bi ol ogy, no nacroi nvertebrate studies.
It's a fish report about sonething, but it isn't fish.

Basi cally, what we have here is 4,000 pages
that we could say represent 100 sow s ears in an attenpt
to nake a silk purse. What we have is a 100-ear sow s

ear purse, no silk.

14
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The wildlife, simlar. W have statenments in
there saying, well, there were five wol ves sighted near
Mles Gty in 1899. 1899? Wat does that nean? Wy is
that in there?

There were two groups of sage grouse. One
group had two birds; another group had four.

We hear that the helicopter | anded and the
bi ol ogi sts got out, and they couldn't tell the
di fference between a sage grouse track and a sharp bel
grouse track. That tells ne they' ve never had either in
their hand. | don't get it.

Al'l the way through there, we have statenents
tal ki ng about the potential inpacts which, if you read
them |ook pretty darn severe. They are all dism ssed
with a hand wave and sayi ng sonet hing along the |ines
of, This is not a problem

There were no special areas done or speci al
habi tats di scovered or inportant species that wll be
affected over the period of tine that this -- which is
forever. That's how | ong these railroads run.

Once again, I'mjust stunned that this can
pass as a Draft EIS. It is the npbst incredi ble waste of
paper and tinme for inportant people who are trying to
rai se cows to have to review. | just am-- basically

just kind of nakes ne shake.
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VWhat we have here basically is a piece of
junk. W could have trained 15 chi npanzees for
25 mnutes, and it would produce a better docunent.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker is Art Hayes.

ART HAYES: Art Hayes, Jr., Ha-y-e-s.

I live in Birney, Montana. |'m not supposed
to ask questions, but I'mgoing to ask one.

Where can | find proof that this is a
common-carrier railroad? Does it have the power of
em nent domain? | don't think it does.

I ook at Cl oudBee I ndustries [verbatin] or
Gl oudBee Coal [verbatin]. Wnt to the State of Mntana
to build a simlar railroad to a coal mne in Wom ng.
They had to cone back through a piece of state | and
because they did not have the power of the em nent
domai n.

I can see no difference between that railroad
serving that one mne and this railroad serving the

Oter Creek M ne.

The other lines they have |isted here are nere
f ant asi es.

The Monaco [ phonetic] Mne is defunct. It
never was Vi abl e. It had a permt. It couldn't sell 16
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the coal, and it wasn't a | ogical m ning plan.

The Canyon Creek Mne, listed in the EIS for
the Canyon M ne, or whatever it is, says M. Martin --
and M. Martin told ne the other day that that railroad
will not be built on his place.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Jessie |Ignacio.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She' s not here.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Oh, sorry. Jessie lgnacio?

Ckay. We'll nove on to the next speaker.

Qur next speaker is Brad Sauer.

BRAD SAUER: It's Sauer, |ike sauerkraut,
S-a-u-e-r, and | ' mpretty sure you've heard all the
j okes, but hopefully you won't hear any new ones.

I'"'ma resident of the county here.

This is not a docunent of high quality. It
| eaves nmuch room for doubt and confusion. It |acks the
due diligence required of a site-specific NEPA docunent
by not including the vast anount of avail abl e | ocal
i nformati on.

Most EI Ss have only three or four
alternatives, including a no-action. Wy does this one

have so many?

17
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Most ElI Ss have a preferred alternative
sel ected by the deci di ng agency, not the conpany.
Putting forward the conpany's selected alternative gives
one the wong i npression. It nakes me wonder who you
may work for.

There's lots of roomfor questions on all the
topi cs covered by the ElI S l'"'mgoing to focus on fire.

Rai | roads cause a nunber of fires. That's
docunented. But that's not really the issue. The issue
i's how accessi ble are the available fuels to a started
fire and then how resistant is the start to control.
This isn't addressed in the docunent.

What fire regine and condition cl asses are
present? What fuel nobdels are involved on the site?
How w I | these fuel nodels change with the excl usi on of
grazing and farmng? |In other words, the fuel wll
build up within the right-of-way. And how will that be
mtigated? The -- excuse ne -- where are the fire
behavi or predictions, and whi ch program was used?

What are the values at risk? Wat are the
communities at risk? How do the existing geography and
prevaili ng weat her conditions affect fire spread at
| ocations of likely ignitions which are nentioned in the
docunent? What are your fire-nmanagenent objectives?

VWhat are your fire-managenent strategies? How wll the
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rail road, should it be built, affect staffing | evel s of
| ocal fire agencies, and who will pay for additional
staffing?

How w Il the supposed fire managenent pl an
that's nentioned fit wth other available fire
managenent plans? Were is the record of consultation
with county fire ordi nances and agency fire managenent
of ficers? Wi prepared your fire managenent
i nformation, and what are their credentials, and where
is the reference for this?

Let's see. Fire history. Wiy is there only
four years of fire history, and why was a program
relative to fire in Oregon used as opposed to | ocal
information and | ocal fire plans?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Sir --

BRAD SAUER: Mbnt ana has been call ed the | ast
best place. This mght be the | ast best valley in that
pl ace. Pl ease show the respect that this place, the
peopl es who |ive here, their tinme and cul tures, hones,
and livelihoods deserve by taking this docunent back to
where you cane from taking a little | onger, doing a
good job, and bring us at | east a passable job to | ook
at when you cone back.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

19
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comment s.

Qur next speaker is Roger Sprague.

ROGER SPRAGUE: M nane i s Roger Sprague,
S-p-r-a-g-u-e.

I"'ma | ocal rancher here. My famly's been
here since 1881, before there were railroads conpl eted
to the state of Montana. W got by w thout rail roads
then and can conti nue without this one very easily.

Well, the railroad, as near as | can tell from
this -- fromthe docunents that have been put out, which
are very sketchy, so many alternati ves and they keep
changi ng that we don't know exactly where they're going
to go with it, even where the alternative's going to go
wth it, very sketchy -- shows nothi ng about county road
realignnents on there. So how do we know where those
county roads are going to be? That affects ne, because
al though it does not cross ny land, it's going to cone
wthin a mle of ny house and nay cut off ny access to a
county road, which is ny only access of ny property.

So, you know, | have questions about that.

Al so, Brad nentioned fire. Fire's a big
concern. If you guys | ook around the country here and
see what happened a couple years back, that was a mle
away fromthe railroad. Railroads are a big fire

starter in this country. See themall over the hills 20
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wherever you go. And ny house is a mle away fromt hat
rail road. M ddl e of the night, there can be no warni ng
when the fire cones and burns ny house, ny property, ny
i vel i hood.

How s that going to be mtigated? Wat do you
do to help that? Are you going to patrol the roads al

the tinme, watching for fires to be triggered; for the

cause?

Al so, | have property on both sides of the
road, not exactly connected to the railroad, but | have
property both sides. | get cattle back and forth across

and equi pnent back and forth across. How is that going
to be addressed? WII| you put overpasses in for nme?
Under passes in for me? Wat are you going to do about
t hose types of things?

So it's not just the people of which | and you
w Il go across and the people whose |and you wll try to
take away fromthem for the benefit of a | arge
cor porati on. It's also going to affect sone of us in
residual areas that are just a little ways away fromthe
property.

There's a lot of things that the anal ysis just
ski pped over. They didn't cone and talk to us | ocals.
Nobody cane to talk to nme. Nobody cane to talk to any

of us about a lot of things, |like vegetation, the fire
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the archeol ogical thing. W have a lot of artifacts in
t he area. None of your people ever cane and tal ked to

me. They didn't want to know. They don't know -- want

to know what's here. They don't care about what's here.

They just want to push this thing through and throw t he
wool over us, and we're going to stop it.

So t hank you for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Janes N ck Mullins.

JAMES NI CK MJULLINS: Thank you. M nane's
Nick Mullins, and I'mactually from Kentucky.
Oiginally from Sout hwestern Virgini a. I'ma
fourt h-generati on coal mner. My gr andf at her, ny
great-grandfather, they were all coal mners. WWenever
they do EISs and they | ook at different projects to
bring in economc prosperity, they talk a | ot about
j obs. But it's been ny experience and experience of ny
grandfather's that the jobs aren't always there.

There nmay be plenty of coal, but that doesn't
necessarily nean that the coal narkets are going to be
up. We have seen boom and bust and boom and bust. And
this caused us so nmany i ssues.

Ri ght now, Eastern Kentucky, they have half

t he anmount of coal mners they had three years ago.
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Peopl e are having to nove out of the areas in droves. I
have a |l ot of friends who are working at the coal m nes.
Al pha Natural Resources, they're getting ready to, well,
I'"'mafraid, go bankrupt. They're getting warning
letters fromthe stock exchange because they've fallen
so lowin their stock prices.

You know, people like to think that railroads
and m nes bring noney, bring jobs, bring opportunities
to comunities, but they don't. Appal achia, the
coal - produci ng counties, are typically the poorest
counties within their respective states. M hone
county, Dickenson County, MCone County, they're the
poor est .

In Eastern Kentucky, southern West Virginia,
where coal mning is the largest, in their areas, we
found that they've actually ranked wthin the top 50
poorest counties in the U S

So we | ook at the environnmental inpacts of
these issues, and we think, Wat's better, jobs or the
envi ronment ?

Well, | can tell you that the jobs don't | ast,
but the environnmental inpacts do. W had a spring that
we'd used for four generations. After the m ne behind
it turned to acidic m ne drai nage, now ny children can't

be -- can't use that water. You know, we've | ost our

23
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only clean source of water.

So we have to | ook at the bigger picture and
| ook at the long term You know, if it's about jobs,
don't count on it. Just don't count on it.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Derf Johnson.

Am | saying that right?

DERF JOHNSON: Yeah.

My nane's Derf Johnson. That's spelled
D-e-r-f, Johnson. | ' m here representi ng Mont ana
Environnental Information Center. |'ma staff attorney

with them And we are unequi vocably opposed to the
construction of the railroad and the Oter Creek M ne.

This railroad is not for public interest; it's
going to condem private property in the path of our
agricul tural econony here in Mntana, pollute our water,
pollute our air, contribute to clinate change, all so
that we can ship coal to Asia.

Coal markets are in decline. Not even five

years ago, coal represented only 50 percent of the

baseline -- of base |oad of power in the United States.
Now it's gone to 37 percent. There is a reason for
that. It's dirty. It's becom ng nore expensive. CIherz2

4
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energy sources are conpeting at face value. Qur coal is
not imune fromthis. They're not financially stable.

There's a headline recently, Arch Coal takes
on debt structure negotiation. They're hovering cl ose
to 50 cents a share right now. The New York Stock
Exchange just noticed themthat they' re going to be
delisted if they fail come up to wth a plan, and
bankruptcy is clearly in the cards.

The EIS -- the Draft EI'S al so suggests that
OQter Creek will help displace existing coal, whatever
t hat neans.

Who is going to lose their job here in
Mont ana? VWhich coal mners? Does that nean that even
m ners at Rosebud will |l ose their jobs? Does that nean
that the Absal oka M ne will have reduced output or wll
di sconti nue operations? Absaloka Mne, two-thirds of
t heir general budget depends upon coal production. A
recent Harvard study noted how i nportant it was. Here's
a quote: "Wiile critical to the econom c
sel f-sufficiency if not survival of the Crow Nati on,
coal is also inportant to Big Horn County. The entire
region's incone, enploynent, and gover nnent budgets w ||
hi nge critically on whether or not the Crow Nation's
coal can continue to be m ned and devel oped. "

We're tal king about a mgjor hit to a sovereigrbtS
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nation. Wth that, I would ask that you reject this.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s.

Qur next speaker is Hank Coffin.

HANK COFFIN: dad to be here. And the first
thing | want to do is | got a copy of the preanbl e of
the Constitution of the State of Mntana.

It starts out: "W the people of Mntana,
grateful™ -- 1'll say that again.

"We the people of Montana are [verbatini
grateful to God for the quiet beauty of our state, the
grandeur of our nountains, the vastness of our rolling
pl ai ns, and desiring to inprove the quality of Ilife,
equal of opportunity and to secure the bl essi ngs and
liberty for this and future generations do adorn and
establish this" -- "do ordain and establish this
constitution.”

This constitution is in effect in the State of
Mont ana.

It al so goes on to state that corporations
can't overrun in this state |like they do other states,
enm nent domain. W have the right.

I turn around and | ook here. | see no state
representative in here what soever.

Your denonstration of what you do is by your

26
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heart. People, take account. The only person | see in
here i s our county comm ssioner and a deputy sheriff
from Rosebud County.

The bal |l point pens will cone out because they
have i ndustry what they feel about the people of the
state of Montana and Sout heastern Mont ana.

We have fought this thing for 30 years, won it
three tines in court, and it's still backing up. And
the Surface Board of Transportation, | kind of put the
bl ane on you that the Surface Board of Transportation is
bringing it up again.

You have already stated there will be no end
date to this. They could have 20 years in the future
for this railroad. W're saying they won't have, and
we' re saying that tonight.

The ot her thing: You' re going to cut our
roads i nto access for our houses. This thing has taken
our heritage away fromus. There is great heritage up
here al ong this Ashl and/ Tongue Ri ver area. That's
I ndi an culture and white man cul ture.

My wife is Sioux Indian on her nother's side.
Her dad's side, she's Northern Cheyenne and regi stered
as a Northern Cheyenne. Her property is up there with
me. We have rock formations and cliffs up there that

have been part of the Indian culture. That is our 57
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heri t age. That is our culture. They will cone through
and take all of that out. It's already on your nap.

The other thing is when it cones through,
there's the I CF cane through, gave a report, and they
told ny wife and ne in person, we're standing there
together, There is nothing of significance here.

Not hi ng. Fal se. It was proved different.

The other thing -- I'll stop in a second --
when it cuts the roads in two, cuts our farm and in two,
cuts our telephone wire in two, cuts our energency
medi cal services in two, where is that com ng fronf? How
will that be? Return this.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Kitte Coffin.

KITTE COFFI N My nane is Kitte Coffin. "' m a
| andowner in this area. The Tongue R ver Railroad is
pl anning to cross our land, and I"'min opposition to
that for many reasons. Sone are personal, and sone are
fromnmny tribal perspective.

And when you're to the 30 seconds, don't
bot her holding it up, because I"'mgoing to talk till I'm
done. This is our neeting.

The first thing | want to address is there's a

| ot of noise with trains. And from what | under st and, 58
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they are planning to take eight trains out of the
Oter Creek Mne area daily. That doesn't nention how
many trains enpty have to cone back daily to keep the
ei ght trains going out. Sonebody can do the math on
t hat . It doesn't take too much if you know how to do
t he mat h. Figure it out for us.

The other thing that | want to address is the

noi se of trains. The noise on trains is, as soneone

el se nentioned this norning, 60 decibels. In this
val l ey, the |l oudest thing that we hear -- and we get
excited when we hear it, and we all run and look -- is a

fire siren or the sheriff's car siren. W nornmally can
hear our crickets. Nornally, we can hear the birds, all
of the birds. Not just one, you know, one or two, but
all of the birds in this area. W can hear coyotes how
at night. W hear wolves how in the night. W hear
nmountain lions in this area.

I know t hat none of you hear that kind of

stuff in the city, but if a train runs through here,

we're not going to be able to hear those things anynore.

And nost of us that |live here and are here representing

t oday, representing our own famlies, we |live here

because we want to. W want the quiet. W want the
peace. W want the clean air. W want the clean water.
And we're not willing to give it up without a fight.

29

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 2-6.8.15

Now, for nyself, the noise is going to be
detri nmental . It's going to affect the rest of ny life.
I have Meniere's di sease, which has been already --

| don't care. Put that thing down. You can
docunent that, too.

The Meni ere's di sease causes ne to have
di zziness if | hear sounds that are too |oud. The rest
of ny life is going to be changed. | don't want to
st agger around, hugging the toilet, puking days on end
because of the trains that are planning to run through
and over the top of our property. | don't want that.

No. | will not stop. This is our neeting.
How dare you.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Ms. Collins, we just want
to give everyone el se who signed up the opportunity to
speak.

KITTE COLLINS: You told ne | was the | ast

one.

JENNI FER Pl GCOTT: No, ma'am | have about ten

nore people after you.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let her speak
KITTE COLLI NS: It's fine.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Alaina Buffalo Spirit.

30
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ALAI NA BUFFALO SPI RI T: (Speaking in native
| anguage. )

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Ann King.

ANN KI NG  Good eveni ng. My nane is Ann Ki ng.
I aman art specialist at Northern Cheyenne Tri bal
School s i n Busby, Montana. | have taught there for
35 years. | cane to the reservation in 1975. M
husband and | have raised four children, and we have
al so three grandchil dren.

There i s sonething very special and uni que
about this part of the country. | cane here fromthe
M dwest . I noved here 1975. The air quality then was
pristine. Ceaner than clean. And | guess | was bl own
away by the area here.

Comng fromthe Mdwest, it seened enpty. I
was used to seeing trees everywhere, but the area here
grew on ne, and | becane part of the |and, and the | and
becanme part of me. The natural beauty of resources are
beyond i mense. The untouched qualities in this country
are pricel ess.

But ny greatest concern is not about the
specter of increased air and water pollution, the al nost

certain curtailnment of the abilities of energency 31
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vehicles to arr

by the train, t

ive at their destinations due to stoppage

he i ncreased traffic, the infiltration of

out si ders, people com ng.

I heard so nuch about the Bal kans. | ' ve been
hearing -- 1've never been up there, but |'ve heard
it's -- gets pretty bad, and there's human trafficking

and all kind of

ugly, horrible things.

But what | nostly -- and al so the desecration

of historic, spiritual, Native American cultural

artifacts. | have a degree in art, but | also have a

| ot of background in ant hropol ogy and soci ol ogy, things

li ke that. So

the cultural things are very inportant.

My husband's father was the Northern Cheyenne

tribal historian, Janes D. King, Sr., and | | earned so
much fromhimand his wife, Lillian.
I am adamantly opposed to the devel opnent and

execution of the Oter Creek Coal M ne and the

Tongue Ri ver Rail road. Qur precious Mther Earth and

the air, according to nost climte scientists, cannot

sustain life at
car bon.
wWhen

ago, the Earth

nmore than 350 parts per mllion of

I began follow ng this about seven years

was at 392 parts per mllion, and I'm

told now that we're between 400 and 403. W are not

sl owi ng down.

We're gaining. W are living on borrovvec!32
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time. The last thing that our world needs nowis
anot her coal m ne being constructed and run.

Qur extended conmmunities here may not have
ri ches and noney and materials, but we are rich in
connections and | ove for one another, and we have deep
respect and care for the I and and reverence for our

Mot her Eart h. Qur land, air, and water is worth nore

t han any paycheck can ever provide. Wat is good about

all the noney in the world if we cannot have clean air
to breathe and cl ean water to drink?

Qur world nmust transition to renewabl e
resources. Many countries already have. The
proposition of the construction of the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road and proposed subsequent transfer of coal
t hrough the Northwest is adamantly opposed by
communities all across the lines. And that coal, even
t hough sold in transportati on markets, wll still be
burned and will drift back to the North Anerican
conti nent.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ma' am - -

ANN KING Besides, China is currently due --

there are areas that are actually com ng down in their

coal devel opnent.

We need hunan bei ngs to have a paradi gm change

bet ween the sustainability and care for one anot her and

33
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our precious environnment. Profit and gai n through
antiquated -- antiquated technol ogi es of burning fossil
fuels will be the death of our worl d.

Pl ease, | inplore you to take no action on the
Tongue Ri ver Rail road.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your conmmrent.

Qur next speaker is Al exis Bonogof sky.

ALEXI S BONOGOFSKY: M/ nane i s
Al exi s Bonogofsky. A-l-e-x-i-s, B-o-n-o-g-o-f-s-k-y.

So | just want to ask how nmany peopl e here
have had a chance to read all 4,000 pages of this Draft
EIS? | don't even know what we're comenting on. W
have a comment period of 60 days. W get done with the
60 days. You ask us for substantive conmments on 4, 000
pages. Now, there are sone of us who are paid to read
t hat . I still haven't nade it through 4, 000 pages.

VWhat | do know is that Northern Cheyenne Tri be
was only nentioned 27 tines in the index. In 4, 000
pages, that's how much they think that the tribe is
going to be inpacted by the railroad.

The Am sh comunity was nentioned in a
paragraph. That railroad is going to go right through
their place or right next toit. Do you think that's

not going to inpact thenf? It isn't even worth
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commenti ng on.

Thi s docunent is crap. It is Ii ke the people
who wote it never even cane out here, and they don't --
this is a process for you guys. You check it off, and

t hen you nove on. For people who live here, it's

i nfuriating. | don't even know why we're doing this.
Arch Coal's al nost bankrupt. There's no market for this
coal. People have lives. W would like to nobve on with
t hem

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Jenny Har bi ne.

JENNY HARBI NE: "' m Jenny Har bi ne,
Ha-r-b-i-n-e. I"man attorney with Earth Justice, in

Bozeman, Mont ana.

The STB has a choice to say no to Arch Coal
and no to the railroad and avoid all of the inpacts of
t he peopl e here.

The inmpact | want to talk to you about is
climate change. There's scientific consensus that to
avoi d the nost catastrophic i npacts of climate change,
we have to keep warmng to within 2 degrees Cel sius of
prei ndustrial tenperatures. And that's no easy task.

A January 2015 study published in the journal
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Nature said to acconplish this inperative, we have to
keep nearly all fossil fuels that are still in the
ground in the ground. And nost inportantly, this

I ncl udes coal .

We of the United States have control of only a
small fraction of those decisions, whether to exploit
unused fossil fuels. In every single one of those
cases, we have to nake the right decision, or we're
consi gni ng our children and our grandchildren to the
devastating i npacts of clinmate change. I n
Eastern Montana, that neans nore extrene events |ike
heat waves, droughts, wildfire. And climte change
j eopardi zes this region's already threatened water
resources and the health and prosperity of the people
who |ive here.

Now, Arch Coal wants to m ne one and a half
billion tons of coal. And to put this in perspective,
that anmount is equal to the anount of coal pulled out of
all coal mnes in Montana in the 45 years between 1968
and 2013. Make no mistake: This project is huge.

And by giving the Oter Creek Coal M ne access
to narkets, the Tongue Ri ver Railroad causes those
i npacts. But the Draft EIS predicts only a snal
i ncrease i n greenhouse gas enissions as a result of this

m ne. And according to the announcenent, coal m ning 36
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fromQOQter Creek will largely displace coal mning from
ot her Powder Ri ver Basin m nes.

So they say carbon em ssions wll be nearly
zero. This is wongheaded for a nunber of reasons.

First, all of this coal has to stay in the
ground -- not just coal fromOter Creek, but coal from
existing mnes in the Powder River Basin -- if we're to
avoid the worst clinmate change i npacts.

Even if we accept the theory that m ning
OQter Creek will sinply perpetuate status quo carbon
eni ssions, the science tells us that continuing the
status quo i s unacceptable, and the final EI'S should
acknowl edge that a decision to proceed with the
Tongue Ri ver Railroad and Arch Coal's plans to pick up
Oter Creek is a decision to permt these inpacts.

We are urging STB to show the sane courage

that the people in this room have shown for 30 years and

say no to Arch and say no to this railroad.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Joseph Littl ebird.

JOSEPH LI TTLEBI RD: I'd just |like to say good
eveni ng.

(Speaki ng in native | anguage.)

I"mfromhere; ny great-grandfather is from

37
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here; ny grandpa, Joe Littlebird.
You know, this is very upsetting. It's not
right. You listen to a |ot of sincere issues, and |

just want to thank you for letting ne speak.

You know, |'m upset, but at the sane tine, |I'm

sad. You look out at all these people in here, their
li veli hoods, their | ands, their hones. And | ask that

this board, whoever they are, whoever sits on this

board, | ask you guys to cone out here, visit with these

peopl e, cone night-fishing with ne toni ght, cone
experi ence where we're from

This is very beautiful land. This is
Nort hern Cheyenne | and. This is Cheyenne | and. Ri ght
now, all of us right here, right now, we're sitting on

Cheyenne land. This is part of our reservation.

I"mgoing to do what | can to help support and

protect ny people and the people they bring us.

My good friend, Kurt Rainey [phonetic], |'ve
known himny whole life. I know his famly. And I
just -- you know, | don't get to see himvery often

But | ooki ng at those maps back there, that's ridicul ous.

These are very caring people, and ny heart goes out to

them and | ask the board to pl ease show sone sincerity.
I don't want ny kids growi ng up next to a

rail road. | have a right to speak to you guys like

38
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t his. | served ny country. | gave this country
seven-and-a-half years of the mlitary,

el even-and-a-half years involved in | aw enforcenent.
For this, don't forget what these people have said

bef ore ne.

It's sad. My heart goes out to each and every

one of these people that are being affected. And I
think -- 1 thank you guys for letting me speak tonight.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Jessie |Ignacio.

JESSIE | GNACIO (Speaking in native

| anguage.)

Good eveni ng. My nane is Jessie lgnacio, and

I am here to oppose the railroad.
I " ve thought | ong and hard about what | want

to say. And yesterday | went to Rosalie Black Horse's

graduati on. She graduated from LaSalle University, and

t hey tal ked about education, to pursue it and never
stop, and we're supposed to be the future.

My generation and these kids here, they're

supposed to be the generation. So what are you teaching

themby telling themthat it's okay to strip peopl e of
their land, their entire way of living; but, oh, it's

okay for the rest of the worl d?

39
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Is that going to be put in our history books,
this neeting that we're having right here, or is it just
going to be another massacre for the history books that
are never witten?

This is not okay. It's not okay universally,
it's not okay religiously, and it's not okay for
anyone's way of |life. You expect people to work for
this when we could be using our resources the way
Germany does, with sol ar paneling and wi ndchi m ngs.
They live literally under hills and nounds, and they
generate their own power.

And you're telling nme this is the only
resource that we have for energy?

How many of you have degrees in what you are
about to do and take on? How many of you have actually
| ooked into this, that's going to nmake it |last for the
next seven generations, when it can barely |ast five
years?

You know, |'ve | ooked into these coal
magazi nes. They're in decline, and they're going to

continue to go in decline. This isn't taking on a new

[indiscernible]. 1It's just |like Native Anericans. They

go through a phase. Pretty soon, everyone wants to be
Nati ve Anerican. You know why that is? I1t's because

we're proud of our heritage. W're proud of where we

40

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 2-6.8.15

cone from We didn't just give up. W're still here.

There are people who don't even know t hat
Nati ve Anmeri cans exi st anynore. How about t hat?

Don't we have freedom of speech, or are you
l[imting us to that? 1It's in the Constitution, if you
want to | ook it up.

But what | have to say is these people are
talking fromtheir hearts, their experiences, and their
way of life, of living. You can't just take that away.
Listen to what they've had to say today.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is dint MRae.

CLI NT McRAE: (Good eveni ng. My nane is
dint McRae, Mc, capital R little a, little e.

My famly and I ranch on Rosebud Creek, and
the ranch borders on the Tongue Ri ver.

Qur operations face two alternatives: The
Col strip alternative and the Tongue River alternative,
which is originally only 9 mles.

I want to start out this evening by saying the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent is 4,000 pages |long. All
of the volunes stacked on top of one another is over a

f oot hi gh and wei ghs 20 pounds. It's a boat anchor.
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That's all it's good f
On t he Col st

or.

rip alternative, in which we're

I npacted, we're looking at 9 mles, including noving a

county road over onto

our place, which would take nore

of our groundwater production than the railroad cl ains

in the ElIS.

| get three

m nutes for facing this for

30 years? It's an insult. But I'mgoing to keep it to

three m nutes because you're going to listen to what |

have to say.

I have read this docunent. I am not done with

it yet, but 1"mgoing to get specific.

First of all

, Section 15-25 of soci oeconom cs

on the Colstrip alternative clains that agricul tural

| osses woul d reach $188, 960 per year. | figured it out,

and it's $4,500 per m

| e per year that every one of us

would Il ose. Are we going to be conpensated for that?

Is Arch Coal going to

pay us every year $4,500 a mle?

Is the Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany or is the

Burli ngton Northern going to pay us that $4, 5007

The statenent was nade in the draft, "No

solution,” and that is the purpose of the draft is to

spell out the mtigati
Second under

Col strip alternati ve,

on, and it was not done.
soci oeconomic, a claimon the

one residence wll be displaced. 42
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Where is that residence? Wwo owns it? WII the
Burlington Northern, Arch Coal, or Tongue R ver Railroad
pay for that? |I'massuning it's going to be one of the
Am sh houses that the railroad goes right through the
mddle of it. How are you going to conpensate that?

Has anybody fromthe O fice of Environnental
Anal ysi s, Surface Transportation Board, the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | road conpany, Burlington Northern, or any of the
other nyriads that put information into this docunent,
have they tal ked to the owners? Have they visited with
thenf? The answer is no. Again, that mtigation for
t hat house, that residence, being done shoul d be covered
in this docunent, and it was not.

Also in the Colstrip alternative, 9.3-12, it
says that they would pernmanently close nine wells on
this alternative. Were are they? Wat kind of wells
are they? Are they residence or |ivestock wells? W
don't know. Who owns then? WII| the Tongue Rail road
Company, the Burlington Northern pay to repl ace these
wells? WIIl they pay to replace the well on either side
of the railroad track because they' re going to have
wat er on both sides? That's not mtigated in that
docunent and shoul d be.

It's your duty under NEPA to do it, and it was

not done.
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The other issue with these nine wells, every
other alternative out there is going to have i npacted
wel | s too. If the Burlington Northern or the other

groups involved would redrill this well, the problemis

the water rights on that well do not transfer to the new

well. That is allowing the Tongue R ver Railroad
Company, Burlington Northern, the Arch Coal to inpact
our water rights, which is a Montana statute. That is
viol ation of our property rights, it's a violation of
Montana law, and it is not mtigated on this docunent.
These issues that | have raised tonight are
no -- you know, any other issues than these that |'ve

rai sed for the "No-Action" alternati ve. You di d not do

your | ob. It was done in haste, and it's not worth the
paper it's witten on. It is a tragic failure.

And for these reasons, | inplore you to choos
the "No- Action" alternative until you can do a better
j ob.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Elise [sic] Wck.

Sorry, ma'am that's probably Elsie.

ELSIE WCK: Good evening. M nane is

El sie Standi ng El k W ck. My people nmarched into the

a

e
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Birney area, So'taa'eo' o from Ckl ahoma, and there they
settled. So | was raised in the So'taa' eo' o way. The
So'taa' eo' o people are the keepers of the hat, our
sacred hat. And when | narried ny husband, he was a
Cer nan. My nother told nme, Because of the marri age, you
have to follow a male role too. These issues are nade
concerning i mportant issues. You have to be there.

And |'ve always done that. Sonetines it got
me in trouble, but I went ahead and did things. And
t hen hearing the people here, ny nother and father would
tell the stories about the heart nurturers, and all of
the ranchers would help them out. They were al ways
grateful for that, and it grieves ny heart to hear all
t hese el abor at e pl ans.

I n Cheyenne way, we say (Speaking in native
| anguage), which neans you're going to do sonething to
them Just wal k over them And that's really bad.
We're very spiritual people.

As | said, the So'taa' eo' o are the hat
keepers. And in one of ny prayers about a year ago, |
have a guy that conmes to ne, Cheyenne el der Omen Pass
[ phonetic]. He told nme, and I still get scared what he
told me, he said, There is sonething bad com ng. It's
going to be hard on you peopl e.

And then this railroad is discussed. And ny 45
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way of thinking is that maybe he is warni ng us; he was

warning ne to tell ny people, ny relatives. And | did.

But when he first told ne, | was so scared. | don't
want no harmto cone to ny people. | don't want any
harmto cone to these hard-working people. W all live
her e.

Maheel [ phonetic] used to say to ny peopl e,
You're the keepers of the land. Pray for it all

And | do that. | pray for the | and, the
peopl e, truck drivers that go by every day. | pray for
themtoo. And | pray for the people across the seas, as
Joey nmenti oned.

I would say no to this, and I know that ny
peopl e, the ones that are gone, they woul d be appall ed.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Oto Braided Hair.

OT'TO BRAI DED HAI R (Speaking in native
| anguage) .

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Vanessa Brai ded Hair.

VANESSA BRAIDED HAIR  (Speaking in native 46
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| anguage) .

Good eveni ng. My nanme i s Vanessa Brai ded
Hair, V-a-n-e-s-s-a, B-r-a-i-d-e-d, second word,
Ha-i-r.

I am Northern Cheyenne. And | guess the
point -- the issue | want to bring to the floor is the
I ssue of the honmestead descendants. There hasn't been
any justice brought to this.

And to give you a little bit of history, when
t he Northern Cheyenne thought they were done fighting --
and apparently we still are fighting for peace agai nst
Mani f est Destiny -- they were given the opportunity to
honestead in the Oter Creek Valley and, actually, from
Decker all the way to Mles City, and ny ancestors
bel i eved that they were at peace.

And at the turn of the century, you know, that
qui ckl y changed. My grandnot her, ny grandparents, they
were forcibly renoved by gunpoint by the federal
governnment and told to nove onto the reservati on across
on the other side of the Tongue River.

And t hat going through as much trauna as we
have fromthe Sand Creek Massacre of 1864 to our
ancestors being kept in Nebraska in |lieu of bringing us
hone, you know, we've all, | would say from Col orado to

her e, our ancestors fl ed. It's out there. And it's saq47
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that we still have to fight today.

Br oken prom ses by the federal governnent.

So, you know, we have this mstrust. W don't trust you
because what has happened to us. So why would we trust
you now? WVWhy would we trust Arch Coal ? Wy would we
trust BNSF? Wiy would we trust any of you? And so
believe that this injustice to ny ancestors needs to be
dealt with first before you ook into a mine or a

rail road or ports.

And | don't care if | have 30 seconds left.
You're on mnmy reservation. You're going to listen to ne.

So there's a | ot of work bei ng done right now.
You have no idea, and naybe you may have an i dea. Look
what' s happeni ng across the world. Look at all these
di fferent busi nesses divesting fromfossil fuel. You
know, Jessie lgnacio just recently said that, you know,
there's solar and there's wind. W know this. So why
are we continuing this madness? Wy are people's lives
bei ng put on the |ine?

You know, our community is going to be
devastated if a mne and a railroad was to open up. You
know, I don't even have children, and | have to think
about do I want to bring theminto this world? Do I
want to subject themto what the governnent has done to

us, you know? And | have to live with that historical
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traunma.

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Ma' am - -

VANESSA BRAI DED HAI R: | do.

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Ma' am we have two nore
speakers after you. Let us call themup, and then --

VANESSA BRAIDED HAIR: And | know ever ybody
here -- would you guys stay a little bit | onger?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: W'l call you back up
| ater.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let her speak

VANESSA BRAI DED HAI R | just want to say one
nmore thing. There's many of us that are joining from
the Dakota all the way to the West Coast to the Lunm to
down south, the Apache. W're all joining together, up
to the Canadian tribes, and we're going to fight you.
We're not going to stop.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.
Qur next speaker is Oto Braided Hair 111.
OI'TO BRAIDED HAIR T 11 : Hel | o.
(Speaki ng in native | anguage) .
My nane is Gto Braided Hair, fromthe
Nort hern Cheyenne Reservation. | don't have anyt hi ng
pr epar ed. I"'mgoing to talk fromny heart.

I cone froma very cerenonial and 49
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society-driven famly, ones that fought and died
this |l and, ones that are still going to fight to
death for this land. You are neddling with |ives
don't belong to you. You are jeopardi zing our yo
generations, threatening our culture. W have to
war s anongst ourself already. W don't want any

W want to nend, because each one of us
Nort hern Cheyenne people. W all carry a scar,
identical scar, still nmending. And what you want
here isn't good for us.

I found out, being off the reservation
five years, how much nontri bal menbers care about
way of life. That's why you don't see sone of th
here, because they're for it, and that's anot her
that we're fighting.

Let us heal, or we'll show you the true
meani ng of staking ourselves to this | and, and yo
find out the true power of the Northern Cheyenne.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Adriann Kill snight.

ADRI ANN KI LLSNI GHT: Good eveni ng. MW
Adriann Killsnight. M nane is Black Bird Woman.

I'ma descendent of Chief Little WIfT.

not her, daughter, granddaughter. And in addition

for

t he

t hat
unger
0 many
nor e.

are

to do

f or

our

em

war

u' |l

Aho.

nane i s

I'"'m a

BLLET
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trai ned scientist, conservationi st, and concerned tri bal

menber of the Northern Cheyenne Tri be.
And there's so many -- there are just nunerous
concerns that | have as a trained scientist. There's so

many i nmpacts, detrinmental inpacts to our air, our | and,

our wat

er, our wldlife, our people, our culture. You

know, all these are inportant to ny people, our

resources, our cultural and our natural resources.

And what | don't understand is that there's no

mar ket value. It's going down for coal. And | work

in -- I've worked in our natural resources for quite
sone tine, in the air field, wildlife, cultural
resources. And | see so nany -- there's -- the way |
view it is it's gross negligence not to take all our
concerns into consideration. It's gross negligence.
Excuse ne.

not her

Just kind of lost ny train of thought.
My -- | guess ny concern as a parent, as a

is | worry about ny children, ny grandchildren,

ny ni eces, ny nephews, and ny other daughter. And she's

5 years old. And what is she going to | ook at when she

grows up?

The value of this place, | knowit -- it's

hard for us to explain and say the val ue that we have

her e.

But it is -- it's sonething innate, and it's han%l
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to explain, and it's hard for ne to be up here, because
" ma quiet person. |'mpretty sure | keep to nyself.
But it's ny duty and responsibility now to be up here
and tell you that I amin opposition to Arch Coal and
the railroad.

Thank you for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Mke Scott.

M KE SCOTT: My name is Mke Scott, and |I'm
here on behalf of the Sierra d ub. I*"'m going to be

attending a few of these neetings, so |I'"mgoing to pick
several topics to discuss at each one.

Toni ght what | wanted to point out is serious
flaws in the nethodol ogy of the approach of this study.

Sierra Cub hired an expert to do sone
foll owup work regardi ng archeol ogi cal surveys that were
conducted in the Tongue R ver Valley and al ong the
Rosebud. We had suspected that these surveys were being
conducted in a way that mssed a |lot of the cul tural
resources that were there. Wthout going into too many
details tonight, what I will say is we actually found
t hat was very nuch so.

What this calls into question is not whether a

site was here and it was nmssed or a site was there and5

2
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was m sl abel ed. What it actually calls into question is
t he met hodol ogy of whether or not this Surface
Transportation Board has the correct information at hand
to make a deci si on.

| believe they do not. | believe that our
assessnent of the nethodol ogy of the archeol ogi cal work
al so causes us to -- or it causes a need for us to
revi ew t he net hodol ogy of all of the work.

W' ve heard from expert biol ogists tonight who
poi nted out that the fisheries study was about
sonething, but it wasn't fish. This is a serious,
seri ous probl em because, as you've heard this eveni ng,
t hi s docunent that you' ve prepared, the decisions you
w |l make based on it, affects real hunan beings. These
peopl e here just want to be | eft al one.

When | first got into this Iine of work al nost
ten years ago, the first thing | did was review an EI S
for the Tongue R ver Railroad. This tine, we're headed
in a different direction. This threat has been hangi ng
over people's heads | ong enough. This project is going
nowher e.

You know, as it's been pointed out several
times tonight, coal markets are absol utely crashing.
Norway | ust di vest ed. It's the | argest sovereign wealth

fund in the world. Several days ago, they just divestec!53

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 2-6.8.15

from coal

specifically. It's not only a financi al

decision they're naking; it's a noral one. W cannot

continue to allow this to happen. W cannot continue to

end our worl d.

comment s.

si gned up

si gned up

Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

At this tine, is there anyone who has not

to speak?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | signed up.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I s there anyone who hasn't
to speak who would |i ke to?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | signed up.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Sir, would you like to

finish your conments?

ri ght?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, would it be all

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: I was going to ask in the

order in which -- we had to end comments, but if you'd

li ke to go first.

WALLACE M RAE: My nanme is Wal |l ace McRae,

spelled the sane as ny son, big M Ilittle C, big R

little A

little E.
I don't have a statenent. I have a questi on.

I s anybody here under the enploy of the

54
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Tongue River Railroad? | find the answer to ny question
significant. Peopl e that are enpl oyed by the two
billionaires that are pronoting this railroad don't feel
any need to be here, but they are being represented even
t hough they aren't here. They're being represented by
peopl e from Washi ngton, D.C., who have no concept

what soever of Northern Cheyenne cul ture, of Am sh
culture, of the Code of the West. They don't know whi ch
end of a cow eats grass, but they're representing the
rail road every damn step of the way, and that is w ong.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

JESSI E | GNACI O | just have one questi on.

As Ann Ki ng pointed out before, the air here
was pristine once. WAs once the water too? And if we
take that away and replace it with coal, are you goi ng
to ground that up and make us drink it when there's no
nore water too?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Kitte Coffin, would you
li ke to finish your coments?

KITTE COFFIN:. Do | have to say ny nane agai n?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: No, nm'am

KITTE COFFI N. Thank you.

I guess probably the best thing to do would be

to nove on to the archeol ogi cal survey that was done
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acr oss our property. My husband stayed on top. Qur
property is on a big slope. W have top | and and bottom
| and. Qur son has |l and on the top, who is the
Navy Seal, and he's gone. Can't defend his |and. And
ny sister-in-lawis in the center in Billings. She
can't defend her land either. She's in the bottom

One of the hones that's going to be railroaded
out is ny sister-in-law s |land at the base of the hill,
not too far fromhere. And there's no nention of her,
her hone being di splaced. Nowhere in the ElIS. I
| ooked. | even called our attorney about it.

| e-mailed the McRae fam |y about it. I
e-mai |l ed Mark Fi x about it. Nobody coul d find anyt hi ng.
And that's upsetting to ne, because ny sister-in-lawis
69 years old, already retired, and has no neans to build
a new hone. And the land that's going to be left to her
Is the corner -- she has 20 acres -- the corner of one
part and the other corner on the other end. | know it's
not enough to build. Any land in places where the | and
terrain is so severe, there's no way to put a hone
t here.

The archeol ogi cal survey that was done by | CF
across our property, we showed t hem several places that
were significant tribal sites. Wen the Draft EI'S cane

out, we weren't even nentioned. W had nothing of any 56
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significance on our site. But | can take you this day
and show you. I can pull a map up back here and point
to you several sites.

There's been, as what was nentioned before,
anot her survey done, which I have in ny hand, and |
intend to distribute it to everybody | can get it out
to. Newly discovered sites. There is one probable
burial site and one stone site, parentheses, AF,

di scovered in this area, Area 7.

This area is on | ands owned by Hank Coffin and
Kirk Green. Hank Coffin was inforned that no cul tural
resources were found on his | and, even when he offered
to show the ICF crew | eader the sites he knew were
there. Kirk Geen tried to show sites to the | CF crew
| eader. One of them was a box burial, and he was told
that they, the ICF, did not know what a box burial was
and would not deal with it.

VWhen the second I CF -- survey was done, | o and
behol d, our property is TCP, tribal cultural property.
So the docunent is sent out as a big lie fromthe
get-go. That land that we |ive on that belongs to ny
husband and | right nowis tribal cultural property.
Rightfully, it belongs to the Sioux Nation and the
Nort hern Cheyenne Tri be.

Shame on you for not doing your honmework and 57
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for not doing a good job for us. You m srepresented us
as a people here. Shane on you.

Shane on you as human bei ngs. Shane on you
for positioning your hold that is supposed to represent
us. You're trying to devastate us as a people in this
area, and you don't give a hoot. Shane on you.

| pray you reap what you' re sow ng.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: VVanessa Brai ded Hair, would

you |li ke to finish your comments?

VANESSA BRAI DED HAI R "Il finish in
Lanme Deer.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Ckay.

Is there anyone el se who wi shes to speak?

Sir?

My nane is Mexi can Cheyenne.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Can you can you pl ease
spell your nane, sir.

MEXI CAN CHEYENNE: M e-x-i-c-a-n,
C h-e-y-e-n-n-e.

You know, | just want to nake sone
observati ons here.

Do you feel welcone here right now? Tell ne
the truth. | kind of have a feeling you don't. Well,
you are wel cone here. W as Cheyenne peopl e wel cone

you.
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But the hard part about this is that what sone
of these people made a reference to is you didn't do
your honewor k about how we |ive, where we cone from and
all the area that we range and roam and hunt and canp,

f ought battles with other tribes. And you don't show
respect for our people.

You have these signs here. You put them up.
Tell us to stop talKking. It's not how we treat our
peopl e. Wen sonebody has sonething to say, you listen.
That's how our people work. They respect one anot her.

And you cone here, and you don't know anyt hi ng
about our culture and where we -- what we did, how we
l'i ved, other than what you hear in storybooks and our
hi story books. And then you cone here and want to sell
us this.

And this nmeno -- the rich people, they sent
you. That's who you're working for. You' re not here
for us. You're not here to listen to what we feel about
our hone.

I was going to cone here today and talk to you
about what our ancestors, what our spiritual life is all
along this river and all the way up Oter Creek,

Br oadus, Sout h Dakot a; about these plants, these
animal s, these insects, the earth, the water.

But they told ne, Don't do that. Don't do
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that unless your heart's in the right place.

| cane in this door over here. | see
pol i cenen, security guards. This is our honel and. D d
you do any of your research about this place where
you're going to have this? D d you? D d you know these
peopl e were going to be here to treat us and not wel cone
us on our own honeland? D d you know that? Because
that's the way we feel.

Did you know the history about this place,
where you haven't sat, all the abuse that occurred over
the -- over al nbst 100 years now, our ancestors, our
grandparents, what they went through when they went to
school here?

It's hard for people to cone back here to this
pl ace right where we're standi ng, but these are the
t hi ngs that happened to our people. This is the trauma.
This is our life.

So when you cone here, you need to understand
how we tal k about the Mdther. W care about the Mther.
W listen. Today, | can't talk to you from ny heart
because | cane in, | cane in angry. | cane in angry
because of the way we got treated by our own and in our
own hone. So | can't do that today. But when you cone
to Lanme Deer, naybe 1'l|l have sone tine to talk to you

fromny heart so you hear ne, so you hear what these

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

60




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 2-6.8.15

t hi ngs out here that you see when you go out, when you
| eave this place.

You can | ook around and say, Man, it's really
pretty here. All these things, the things they
mention -- the animals that |ive here, all these
precious and i nportant things to us -- sone of them we
use in our cerenonies; sone of them we thank for our
food, for our survival. W still survive on sone of
that stuff today.

SO you're just going to see beauty, but it's
far nore than that. It's sonething that you can't
repl ace once it's gone, once you |let those things and
that greed conme in here and take everything. You wll
take the animals, and you will take the richness of the
soil and the water. You wll pollute the air,
ever yt hi ng. So this is what we're faced wth. This is

what I'"'mgoing to tell you today. There is a |ot here,

a lot here that you don't see, a |lot that you need to be

educat ed about.

So when you're in Lane Deer, nmaybe I'lIl get a
chance to talk to you again, talk to you about what our
ancestors, the sacred ones out there, are going to want
you to know. But they told ne, said, Don't say those
t hi ngs unl ess your heart is in the right place, because

they have to hear it fromyour heart. Their heart has
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to hear it, not the brain.

Everyt hing you' re hearing today on brain
stuff, brain matter, brain education, you |l eave and wal k
out of here, you forget about it. You just listen to
that thing over there. That's what speaks for you.

So maybe on Thursday, | can talk to you again.
But 1'Il tell you what our ancestors are sayi ng about
you conmi ng here, because your heart has to hear it
before you' re here, and |I'm hopi ng you' re ready for
t hat .

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

In the back, sir, did you have sone comment s?

MATT JONES: Good eveni ng. My nane is
Matt Jones, and | am here toni ght on behalf of the
Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany. And | just want to say
that we will be attending all of the neetings, and we
appreci ate the opportunity to listen to the comments.
So t hank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.

Ma' anf?

JONI WLLARD: Good evening. M nane is
Joni [ phonetic] WII ard. I "' m Northern Cheyenne, and |
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live in Lincoln, Montana. This is ny first neeting.

And when | cone in, | took sone tine to read your guys'
nmeeting protocols. And, like Tom the thing that
concerned ne is that | had never opened your docunent

once, not even one page. Never even seen it.

The thing is that | stood there, and | read
your protocols, like | said. And it contradicted
everyt hi ng bel ow that; what you guys had listed for it
contradi cted that.

You guys can go back out there and read it if
you want. You guys wote it. But what | also want to
say is this: That | don't think I'd waste ny tine

readi ng 4,000 nore words of anything you guys had to

read -- or wite, and the reason why i s because your
actions tonight, you know, that's all | needed to see.
And like Tomsaid, | felt that way too. So

when | cone here to these neetings, it's going to be
here to support, you know, everybody here behind ne

because, |ike you said, the way you guys behave to

peopl e, what you guys bring to us, we sit here. W have

t hat respect for you.

In turn, you might try that. You m ght feel
good about yoursel ves the way we do.

And that's all | want to say. So thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
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conment s.

Wul d anyone else like to provide -- ma' anf?

ANVBER GOUGH: | just want to say this is ny
bi ggest fear, getting in front of people and speaki ng.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Can you get a little closer
to the m crophone.

ANVBER GOUGH: | just want to say this is ny
bi ggest fear, but | feel |ike what | have to say is
inmportant. I'mnot fromhere. | just got married to ny
husband, Oto Braided Hair Il1l1, and |I plan on starting
ny famly here. | cane here to start alife with him
I love their culture, and I want ny Kkids, ny children,
nmy future children to be able to grow up here in this
culture and on their honel ands, on our honel ands, these
peopl e's honelands. And | just wanted to say | support
t he Cheyenne efforts, and | conpletely support them and
| oppose the railroad and the m ne. Thank you.

My nanme i s Anber Gough, G o0-u-g-h.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Sir?

STEVE Q@ LBERT: | have just a couple nore
things in reflection on the wildlife portion of this
docunent .

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Sir, can you state your
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nane agai n.

STEVE G LBERT: Steve G| bert.

| spoke with ny good friend,
Dr. Daniel Fletcher, who's the recently retired head of
Montana -- University of Montana WIldlife Departnent. I
said, Dan, would you mnd reviewmng the wildlife section
for me?

He read through it, and his --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Use the M ke, Steve.

STEVE Q@ LBERT: If I may quote Dan, he said he
suns up his view of the docunment by saying it was a | ot
of pages sayi ng al nbst not hi ng. | found t hat
interesting. Then | dug into the docunent a little bit.

For starters, there is 881,732 acres in the
4-mle study area. That's -- and then there's
485, 150 acres of the ground survey. That's 758 square
m |l es. | asked Ken what he t hought about a docunent
t hat spent nine nonths, nine nonths | ooking at
758,000 -- or, yeah, 758 square ml es.

How | ong shoul d a study be done that coul d
appropriately reflect the quality of the wildlife
i ssues? He said four or five years.

I worked on a wildlife study, the Upper Tongue
River Valley. | spent a week, a nonth, for seven and a

hal f years to appropriately docunent the wildlife use Onss
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| ess than 50 square m | es.

You found 758 square mles, all you had to do
was put in nine nonths of effort. It's just -- | am
speechl ess.

And you go on by saying over and over again
how the inpacts wll be actually what | woul d cal
trenendous, followed by statenents that say, Wait a
mnute; there's really nothing | ost here. There's
real l y nothing special . It's not a big deal. So we'll
push on.

If you' re going to do an EIS that represents
the interests of the wildlife or the fisheries and these
peopl e do a good job, okay, nine nonths? |I'm sorry.
That doesn't cut it.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Wul d anyone else |like to provide oral
comments this eveni ng?

Sir, in the back?

KENNETH MEDI CI NE BOAL: Well, you nade a
m st ake about giving ne this mc, because I'mgoing to
take a few m nutes, nmaybe a few hours, to say what |
have to say.

And first of all, to the Surface

Transportati on Board, hello, ny nane is Kenneth N@diciru%6
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Bowl . I am a descendent of the Oter Creek Honest ead,

and | make ny hone in the beautiful Tongue Ri ver Vall ey.

The | aw governi ng the process for
envi ronnent al studi es decl ares the options be narrowed

down. The vagueness of the alternatives and | ack of

di scussi on of the Tongue River Railroad' s inpact on our

unique lifestyle here in the Tongue R ver Vall ey,
Qter country as well.

The docunment rarely nentions |ivestock. And

sone places along the route, they will cut off |ivestock

fromthe river water.

There's also the matter of increased rail
vol une and t he producti on of greenhouse gases fromthe
m ned coal. The governnent's environnmental study
suggested a coal ship fromOQter Creek Well actually
| ower ed greenhouse gases and that a nunber of coal
trains on BNSF's main |ine won't increase nuch.

The governnent environnental study suggests
the Colstrip fromOQter Ceek WIIl -- | already said
that -- | owered greenhouse gasses, and the nunber of
coal trains on BNSF's nain |line won't increase nuch.
Maybe | needed to say that tw ce.

Bot h assunpti ons are nade based on m ni ng

t hese m nes, shipping | ess coal, which would make room

on the tracks for Gter Creek coal.
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The governnent study al so suggested
Oter Creek coal is cleaner than Wom ng coal fromthe
Powder Ri ver Basin. Oter Creek wll put cleaner coal
in furnaces, not only the United States, but al so Asia,
by way of northwest coal ports. As far as | know,
there's only one coal port proposal left to be

consi der ed. All the others have been deni ed.

Arch Coal is referring all questions about the

railroad to its partner, BNSF. BNSF | ast week said all
concl usi ons of the environnental study are the
governnment's, not Tongue River, Incorporated. So it is
unknown whet her BNSF agreed with these studies’
concl usi ons.

However, BNSF has i ndi cated previously that
the Colstrip route would be a preferred route. A
rail road has a predeterm ned nunber of trains. Qter
Creek would be put on the main |ine.

Tal ki ng about coal production, OQter Creek
m nes produce 40 mllion tons a year. That production
vol une woul d equate to approximately four | oaded trains
per day -- or eight trains, totaling four returning to
the m ne enpty.

The Tongue River Railroad wants to condemm our
| and. This suggested our hones are of no val ue; our

uni que ways of |ife have no significance.
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The Tongue Ri ver Railroad has been on the

specul ative list for the past 100 years. It's not going

anywher e. It's not in the public's need. To use

em nent domain to condem and isolate mles of famly
ranch | and, the goal to take a railroad, wll sever
pastures, spread weeds, start fires, tear up traditional
Nati ve American sites, destroy wldlife, habitat, and
nor e.

Qur uni que ecol ogy of life should never be put
in harmis way. Right now, the way this environnental
i npact study that has a rating of 5 Pinocchi os.

You guys are supposed to be experts. | never
saw one of you come out to see what is out here.

Asia is going renewable. W should be too.
Leave that coal in the ground where it bel ongs.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Wul d anyone else |like to provide an oral
comment this eveni ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just have an
announcenent. W have food out here, hanburgers and hot
dogs.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Sir?

HANK COFFIN: The ICF net with ne and ny wife
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face-to-face on our property. They told us there was
not hi ng significant on that property. There is a | ot
significant up there. There is a rock formation up
there that the Sioux and the Cheyenne have used as a
prayer rock in their cerenbnies. M/ wife and | use it
too. There is a God of creation in the Mdst Living H gh
God, and that's the one that we pray to. That rock
formation's still there. I1t's been there before the

Si oux and t he Cheyenne ever cane into this country too.

Sci ence says that that kind of stuff and that
cliff and the bench that's natural below it and then the
slack cliff below that, totaling of over 60 feet from
the top to the bottom is going to cone off with a
dynam te bl ast.

Sci ence has said on all the other stuff that
you see things |like that, and they show it on TV, that
it was 10 mllion years ago that it was made, and we're
going to destroy it with five dynamte blasts and a
bul l dozer? | don't think so. Not while |I'mon that
property.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Ma' anf?

M LDRED RED CHERRI ES: What do you want to
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hear ?

I just had a coment - -

JENNI FER PI GEGOTT: Can you state your nane.

M LDRED RED CHERRI ES: My nane is MIdred Red
Cherri es. | have a comment on em nent domain.o

We have a saying in our tribe. Qur old people
told us (Speaking in native | anguage). W're just here

to take up for you. One day, we're not going to be
here. W're going to be wal ki ng around, | ooki ng.
You'll be |like orphans. You'll be |ooking for a pl ace
to stay, and you'll have nowhere to go.

That nmeans a | ot, because | feel that way for
t hese ranchers and t hese people that you're going to
di spl ace.

Put yourself in their shoes. Maybe you have a
heart. Go back to wherever you cone from and you stay
there. Take that study and throw it away. W don't
need t hat over here.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Wul d anyone else |like to provide an oral
comment this eveni ng?

Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you for your
participation. |1'mgoing to turn the m crophone back

over to Ken for a few | ast words.
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Ken?

KEN BLODGETT: Hi . | would just |ike to thank
everybody for attending this evening's neeting. W do
greatly appreciate your interest and your participation
In the environnental review process. So | really do
t hank you for com ng this evening. | know peopl e cone a
| ong way, and it's late at night, we know But we do
hear everything you guys say.

So additional comments can continue to be
provi ded through August 24th. You can provide themin
witing to the board's Wb site, electronically, on the
proj ect Wb site tonguerivereis.com The period has
been extended to August 24th for public conment.

So that concludes this evening s neeting.

We'll be holding the next neeting tonorrow in
Mles Cty, at 2:00 p.m, at the Mles Gty Conmunity
Col | ege.

So t hank you.

(Wher eupon, the proceeding

concluded at 8:30 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF MONTANA )
COUNTY OF 3 >

I, Emly K Niles, Certified Court Reporter,
do hereby certify:

That | reported in shorthand (Stenotype) the
proceedi ngs had in the above-entitled matter at the
pl ace and date i ndi cat ed.

That | thereafter transcribed ny said
shorthand notes into typewiting, and that the
typewitten transcript is a conplete, true and accurate
transcription of ny said shorthand notes to the best of
ny skill and ability.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have set ny hand in ny

office in the County of Gallatin, State of Montana, this

day of , 2015.

EM LY K. NILES, CCR #2794

Notary Public in the State of Montana
Resi di ng i n Bozenan, Mbontana

My Comm ssion expires: January 16, 2019
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