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Meeting 2-6.11.15

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015
6:34 PM M
LAME DEER, MONTANA
- 000-
JENNI FER PI GGOTT:

Ladi es and gentl enen, we're

about to begin the public neeting. | would like to

i ntroduce, fromthe Surface Transportation Board,

M. Ken Bl odgett.
Ken?
KEN BLODGETT:

Hell o. Thank you all for

comng this evening, and I would like to thank the

Nort hern Cheyenne for inviting us to hold this neeting

in this beautiful space this evening. So we really do

appreci ate bei ng here.
and with ne is

Again, ny nane is Ken Bl odgett,

Cat heri ne Nadals, and we are here representing the
Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of Environnental
Anal ysi s.

Al so seated at the table with nme is Al an
Summervill e, with I CF International,

t he proj ect manager

and our facilitator this evening will be Jennifer

Piggott, also with ICF International.
The Surface Transportation Board is the
f eder al

agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on

of interstate surface transportation within the
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United States and for granting authority for the

construction and operation of newrail |ines and
associ ated facilities.

The board's mssion is to ensure that
efficient,

conpetitive, and safe transportati on services

are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,

and consuners. In all of its decisions, the board is

commtted to advanci ng the national transportation

policy goals established by Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OCEA,
is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal
Environnental Policy Act. W fulfill this
responsi bility through i ndependent environnental review

of railroad actions, which require the board' s approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue R ver

Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the Surface
Transportation Board to construct and operate a rail
line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoi nts near
Ashl and.

On Decenber Rai | r oad

17t h, 2012, Tongue Ri ver

filed a supplenental application in which it identified
its preferred alternative as the Colstrip alternati ve,
bet ween Col strip and the Ashl and ar ea.

The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead
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agency responsi ble for preparing the Draft Environnmental

| npact St at enent. Four cooperati ng agenci es worked with

the Surface Transportation Board in preparing the Draft

ElS: The Bureau of Land Managenent, the Corps of

Engi neers, the U S. Departnent of Agriculture, and

Mont ana state agencies. These cooperating agencies all
have deci si on-maki ng authority i ndependent of the board
and are agencies from which Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d

obtai n separate approvals or permts prior to

constructi on.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is for the
Sur face Transportation Board to receive comments, both
oral and witten, on the Draft Environmental | npact
St atenent, which was served and made avail abl e for
public review and conment on April 17.

The Draft Environnental | npact Statenent

refl ects our analysis of the potential environnental

I npacts that could result fromthe construction and

operation of the proposed rail I|ine. Publ i c invol venent

is an i nportant conponent in the environnmental review

process. Qur hope is that the comments you provide to

us this evening wll ensure that our office fully

addresses your concerns and the potential environnmental

i npacts that can result fromthe constructi on and

operation of the proposed line, as well as appropriate

4
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m tigati on neasures.

The Draft EI'S public coment period wll end
on August 24th, 2015. After the public coment peri od
has ended, our office will consider all coments

recei ved and address each comment in the Final

Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which will present our

final concl usions and recomendati ons for mtigating

possi bl e environnent al effects.

| ssuance of the Final Environnental

| npact

Statenent will conplete the board's environnmental review

process. At that point, the board will make the fi nal

deci sion on the proposed rail |ine construction. I n

maki ng that decision, the board will consider the entire
environnental record, all public coments received, the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, the Final

Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent, and our final

recommended environnmental mtigation. No

project-related construction may begin until the board's

final decision has been i ssued and has becone effective.

Those who have indicated that they would |i ke

to nake a public comment on the Draft EIS at this

meeting, which will be recorded by the court reporter,

will be called upon to speak in the order in which they
signed in.

If you would like to provide a handwitten
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comment today, comment forns can be located in the rear

of the room and there's boxes to place your comments in.

Witten comments may al so be nmailed to the Surface

Transportation Board in Washington, D.C., or submtted

electronically on the project Wb site,
t ongueri vereis. com

All oral and witten comments wll be given

equal wei ght and consi derati on. In preparing the

witten conmments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as
possi bl e regarding the contents of the Draft

Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

That concludes ny remarks. | would now |like
to turn the floor over to Catherine Nadals to say a few
wor ds.

Thank you.

CATHY NADALS: Thanks, Ken. | just wanted to
join Ken in thanking you so nuch for allowing us to have

the neeting here. W are very concerned about your

opi ni ons, your comments, anything you have to say, any

concerns that you would like to express to us, either

tonight in the -- in oral conments or in witten
comments. And | just want to say agai n thanks
[i ndi scernible] for the neeting.

Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you check if the PA

6
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systemis wor ki ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah, | can't hear you.

KEN BLODGETT: | would like to turn over the

fl oor nowto Alan Summerville, who will discuss the

environnental review process a little bit nore.

CATHY NADALS: Can you hear that?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Still can't hear you

t hrough t he speakers.

CATHY NADALS: Anybody here in charge of the

speakers? Can you turn the vol une up?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's as loud as it's

going to get.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Ckay. Good eveni ng.

Duri ng the open portion -- open house portion

of this neeting, we provided informati on on the

envi ronnental review process and on the project. Now

I'd li ke to take just about three m nutes to summari ze

that information for those of you who didn't have a

chance to cone to that part of the neeting or to provide

a recap for those of you who were here for that.

In the neeting brochure that we were handi ng

out at the front, and on the poster here to ny left, we

have a figure that depicts the environnental review

process. To initiate the scoping process, CEA issued

notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the
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public; elected officials; federal, state, and | ocal

agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially

I nt erested organi zati ons.
OEA issued a Draft Scope of Study and held
agency and public neetings to obtain conments on the

topics that the EI'S shoul d anal yze and possi bl e

alternatives to the Tongue R ver Railroad alignnent.

I nt erest ed agenci es and persons were invited to
participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the Draft

Scope of Study, submitting comments in witing, and

attendi ng scopi ng neeti ngs.

After considering the comments received

t hrough t he scopi ng process, the board published a

notice of Final Scope of Study for the EI'S on

March 22nd, 2013. Throughout the devel opnent of the

Draft EIS, OCEA net in person through tel econferences

wth federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as

tri bes.
OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the

potential environnental inpacts of the proposed Tongue

Ri ver Railroad and the reasonabl e alternatives,

i ncluding the "No-Action"” alternative. The Draft EI S
al so addresses the inpacts of trains traveling to
desti nati ons outside the project area, which are al so

referred to as "downline inpacts. ™
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Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts to the foll owi ng resources:

Transportati on, greenhouse gases, climte change, noi se,

bi ol ogi cal resources, water, visual, cultural and

hi storic resources, | and resources, geology and soils,

soci oeconom cs, and environnental justice. All other

resources woul d experi ence negligible inpacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary

recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. These

mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as

potential conditions if the board decides to grant --

oh, if the board decides to grant TRRC authority to

construct and operate the rail |ine.

The Draft EIS was di stri buted and nade

avai l able on April 24th to interested nenbers of the

public; parties of record; elected officials; tribes;

and appropriate federal, state, and | ocal agencies. OCEA

provi ded extensive notification through various neans to

t he project area and downl i ne communiti es.

As Ken stated, the Final EIS will consider and

respond to all coments on the Draft EIS and w ||

i ncl ude any appropriate changes and recommendati ons for

additional mtigation neasures. It wwll also identify

OEA' s preferred alternative. Conpletion of the Final

ElIS will be announced to the public in a Notice of

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Avail ability in the Federal Regi ster and by notification

to interested parties.
At this tine I1'd |like to hand the neeting over

to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who will go over

sone ground rules, and then we'll begin to hear public

conment s.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Thanks, Al an.

Before we nove into the oral conment period,

woul d anyone |li ke to nake use of the chairs here so you

don't have to stand? Pl ease, help yourself.

W will now begin the oral comrent portion of

tonight's neeting. Before we begin, I'd |ike to go over

a fewthings. If you haven't already done so, please

sil ence your cell phones so we don't interrupt the

meeting. |If you would Iike to speak and haven't already

si gned up, please raise your hand and we'l |l get you

regi stered to provide an oral comment.

A court reporter wll transcri be your oral

comments for use in preparing the Final Environnental

| npact Statenment. Please do not provide any personal

informati on in your comments that you would not want to

see in the final docunment. Please speak slowy and

clearly so that the court reporter can easily record

your conmments.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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Pl ease state your full nanme and spell it out

for the court reporter and indicate if you're

representing a group or organi zation this eveni ng.

Qut of respect for others, we ask that you

limt your comments to three m nutes. I f you think you

have nore comments than you can nake in that tineg,

pl ease make the nobst inmportant comments first. This

time limt has been set at each neeting to ensure

everyone who wi shes to speak has a fair and equal

opportunity to provide their comments.

If you do not get a chance to voice all of

your conmments, you can submt themin witing. I f you

have a witten statenent already prepared, you may read

it aloud, and we'd al so encourage you to submt it as a

witten coment.
If tinme permts at the end of the neeting, we

will invite up additional speakers and anyone who did

not get a chance to finish their original coments.

Pl ease feel free to provide comments in either witten

or oral form Both types of coments will have equal

wei ght in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the neeting all ows

you to provide conmments that will be transcribed. OCEA

wi Il not answer questions or respond to conmments duri ng

this portion of the neeting. CEA will respond to

11
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comments in the Final Environnental St at enent .

| npact

This will allow as nuch tine as possible for nenbers of

the public to coment.

I wll now call up the first speaker, which is

Curtis El kshoul der. ' msorry? Not here? Okay.

Qur next speaker is WIIliam Wal ksal ong.

W LLI AM WALKSALONG R ght here. Do | need

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I f you would use the

m crophone, it will help folks and the court reporter to
hear you a little bit better, please.

W LLI AM WALKSALONG My nane is WIliam
Wal ksal ong, Wi-Il-l-i-a-m Wa-I-k-s-a-1-0-n-g.

I'"'mthe tribal adm nistrator with the Northern

Cheyenne tri be. I work with the president's office,

LI evando Fi sher's office. Rem nded ne this eveni ng, oh,

this event has drawn sone of the finest people, and I'm

gl ad you showed up.

One of the things that -- |I'mrem nded that

one of the nost inportant things, first -- first, is to

make part of this -- this oral coment record is

Presi dent Fisher wote a request for a 120-day extension

on May 12th, 2015, and | followed up with a tel ephone

call with Victoria Rutson, and on this letter that the

president wote. And shortly thereafter, the STB

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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granted a 60-day extension, and | had asked if the

120-day extension was conpletely off the table.

And the reply was that can't prom se you

anyt hi ng, but just do your best to make comments on the

Draft EI S. And | told Rutson that we are faced with two

very conplex EISs, which is the basis of our request for

120 days. W not only have Tongue Ri ver Railroad, we

al so have the Oter Creek Draft EIS that was rel eased by

Quality.

the years the tribe has very limted

t he Mont ana Departnent of Environnental
And over

resources to anal yze sone of the technical or conpl ex

data or information in these EIl Ss. W' ve had to

contract at tinmes with professional consultants to

anal yze these conputer nodels that are generated by the

| ead agenci es and these very conpl ex El Ss.

And | was told that there were at | east 20

requests for an extension on the -- on this particular

ElIS, our Draft EIS. But 100 -- 60 days was granted, and

nore or less told ne that the tribe's 120-day request

was probably not going to happen.

On the other hand, DEQ on the Oter Creek

Draft EIS did grant the tribe a 120-day extension, and

think they're very both conplex Draft EISs. You have

el even -- or ten alternatives. W have a very limted

environnental staff, natural resources staff. W& have

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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one law firmthat represents us in these types of

Issues. So we're pretty standard, pretty thin in

respondi ng to sone of these very conpl ex issues.

So | was asked to make this part of the record

and | et our people know that the United States has not

granted this 120-day, simlar to the DEQ s, our

requested DEQ and them granting us 120-day. But | have

taken part in -- over the last 20 years, in

envi ronnent al statenent devel opnent, and to ne it's

al ways -- you know, it always is areality that the

Nort hern Cheyenne tri bes and other tri bes have very
l'imted resources.

You know, even our contracting process, to
contract with a consultant takes 30 days or nore. By

the time we're noving into getting the needed techni cal

expertise, the tinme frane is going to -- 60 days w ||
hit in no tine. So we feel that pressure.
W' ve always felt that pressure, different

t hi ngs t hat

peopl e,

they did the Powder

vol unes of

have cone before our
all these devel opnents.
Ri ver

i nformati on,

resour ce nmanagenent

Nor t hern Cheyenne
And at the tine when

pl an,

and we have a limted staff,

limted resources for | egal counsel.

| participated in the -- Governor Schweitzer's

summ t, energy summt, and they asked ne to give a

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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perspective fromthe tribal point of view The first

thing | told the crowd, | told them renenber our

Nort hern Cheyenne peopl e and other Indian tribes are not

t hrowbacks to the Stone Age. W are not overly
superstitious people. W are very intelligent people.
And our worl d view goes back generations. Qur tribal
governnent, our traditional tribal governnent precedes
the United States Government and Constitution. W know
how t o govern ourselves. W know how to get our people
i nvol ved on critical issues |like this.

We have a responsibility to comment, and |

really would like for the Surface Transportation Board

to consider the 120-day extension. That's sonething we

really need to have, and | was advised to get up and

make that point.

We have two parallel nmjor

ener gy-devel opnent-rel ated Draft ElI Ss that are novi ng

forward, and there's nassive opposition and proponents
to these two devel opnents. And | will say this, and |
said this in the EI'S devel opnment for the CBM

devel opnents occurring: Qur triba

a |look at the broad picture and not to separate them as

Tongue River Railroad and Oter Creek. They need to

consi der the whol e arena of energy devel opnent.

And | al ways renenber one thing that an

| eaders need to take
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econoni st at the University of Montana said. He said,

you know -- and he was critical of coal devel opnent --

he said one thing that coal m nes can get, | can

guarantee you, is ghost towns. They all cone in and
they all | eave, but the Cheyenne people are not going to
| eave. We're going to be here and we need to express

oursel ves, |like we al ways have.

So | don't want to take too nmuch tine, but I
wanted to nake that enphasis of the president's request
and to have the Surface Transportation Board reconsi der,

reconsi der the 120-day extension request.

So | thank you for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this evening is Janis Spear.

JANI S SPEAR: (Good eveni ng. My nane is Janis
Spear . It's spelled J-a-n-i-s, S-p-e-a-r.

I grew up here on the Northern Cheyenne

reservation, with a large part of it in and around the

Ashl and area, and for as long as | can renenber,

ny

famly, relatives,

coal devel opnent.

done, perforned on behalf of the | and we know as hone.

You know, all natives believe that -- believe

in the sacredness of the earth, because of what it

the community have al ways opposed the

Many prayers and cerenpni es have been

16

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




06:58:07

06:58:11

06:58:16

06:58:19

06:58:26

06:58:31

06:58:35

06:58:39

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

06:58:43
06:58:48 10
065852 11
06:58:58 12
06:59:03 13
06:59:08 14
06:59:11 15
06:59:15 16
06:59:20 17
06:59:25 18
06:59:29 19
06:59:33 20
06:59:38 21
06:59:42 22
06:59:52 23
06:59:55 24

06:59:58 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

provides. You know, in the foretelling of Sweet

Medicine and in his warning to us that a certain people

woul d conme and conquer the | and because of what the
earth provides, you know, you would think that it's the
sane thing that the earth provides for us, but in -- you

know, that there could not be a nore bl atant difference

in what the earth provides or the interpretation of

sacredness, you know, what it provides coal conpani es,

you know, devel opnent, people that are into devel opnment
and what the earth provides for us.
of the

And, you know, every part of our hone,

sacred -- | nmean, the sacred, including the Tongue R ver
valley, the OGter Creek valley, it's sacred to the
Cheyenne, you know, for what it has and continues to

gi ve us every season, every season of the year. You

know, not only for what it provides us, the provisions

such as wldlife plants and the way of life, but also

the fond nenories that we have or the experiences that

we've had in those places. And, you know, those are

special to us. You know, | was just thinking the first
ni ght of your hearings, how can that be mtigated? How
can our |ife experience be mtigated?

I went to a hearing in Mles Gty where MET
was proposi ng the pavenent of the road north of Ashl and
not a

all the way into Mles City, and that's a road,
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rail road. But they had so nuch information put out for

peopl e, you know, and | |ook at that and |I | ook at this

and, you know, ny -- | guess |I'mcurious. You know, |

see a lot of alternate routes, alternative routes, and

in nmy occupation, and well as in every occupation

ethics are inmportant. They're of significance, and, you

know, and what | do as a planner, | take that very

seriously. Environnental assessnents, EISs, they're

done for proposed projects, especially if there are any

alternati ve routes.

And in order to do justice to whoever --

what ever is going to be inpacted, we make certain that a

trut hful and thorough assessnent is done. | worry about

this, because | see that this just wasn't done, you

know, that the -- it's not thorough. O if it was, it's

just grossly unjust, you know. A true m ss was done.

You know, | just don't understand why it's

still being pursued, because of the -- well, other than

for nmoney, but that doesn't last. The political and

econoni c power - -

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ma'am | don't want the

baby to get too close to the electrical outlet.

JANI S SPEAR: " msorry.

The coal conpani es have a | ot of power,

i ncl udi ng and economcally and that -- it forever
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07.02:27

| speak for ny famly, ny six children,

changes the |l and that we call hone, you know, in all
this area and the earth. How can sonething |ike that be
conti nued when coal devel opnent all over the world is

clearly destroying the earth? That and, you know, you

nmy

grandchi l dren, and this absurd plan would definitely

i npact ny hone, as well as ny health and the physi cal,

07:02:32 10 mental, enotional, and spiritual health of everyone that

07:02:34 11 I | ove.
07:02:35 12 So t hank you.
07:02:38 13 JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

07:02:39 14 comments.

07:02:55 15 Qur next speaker this evening is Kenneth

07:02:58 16 Medi ci ne Bul |l .

07:03:25 17 KENNETH MEDI Cl NE BULL: "' m kind of hard of

07:03:26 18 hearing, so | didn't caught -- hear your instructions on

07:03:32 19 what we're supposed to do.

07:03:34 20 But since you're in ny honeland, | want to

07:03:38 21 share a little bit of our culture, and then | want to

07:03:42 22 share ny -- a conmment. It'"s not going to take too | ong.

07:03:48 23 So if you would allow this, then | would appreciate it.

070354 24 [ You guys cone a |long ways, and I want to thank you and I

070357 25 want to thank everybody for being here.
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Is it all right?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: I think you're just a

little too close to the m crophone, sir.

KENNETH MEDI CI NE BULL: What's that?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: You're a little too cl ose

to the m crophone. If you could just bring --

KENNETH MEDI Cl NE BULL: How am | now?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: That's great. Yep.

KENNETH MEDI CI NE BULL: Do we have a
representative fromACI ? Nobody? Tongue R ver
Rai | road? Nobody?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

KENNETH MEDI CI NE BULL: \Where? Over there.

How about Warren Buffett, is he here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No.

KENNETH MEDI CI NE BULL: How about t hat
mllionaire -- billionaire, Mars, M. Mars, is he here?

VWll, | want to ask ny people to stand up.

I'"'mgoing to sing a song that was sung when we cane to
the Oter

Creek country. W're trying to show

solidarity that we | ove our | and, we |ove our lifestyle,

we | ove where we live. W picked this country so that
it would not be disturbed as | ong as the sun shi nes.
So if you know the song, my good people, I

want you to sing al ong.
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(Speaking in native | anguage.)
This song was sung by Chief Little Wolf.

the one that was, | guess, designated to survey the

area, Oter Creek and this area. And t hese nount ai ns

here are separate fromthe Wl f Muntains. W're al

separated fromthem and (singing in native | anguage).

Thank you.

My nane is Kenneth Medicine Bull. I''ma Sun
Dance priest and a sacred grandfather with the
So'taa'eo’' o nation. There's two tribes that |live on

this reservation. One is the Northern Cheyenne and the

other's the So'taa' eo' o nati on. And what a beauti f ul

day, all this beauty around us.

I want to share a little bit of our history.

I'd like to tal k about Chief Little Wl f. Chief Little

WIf was a So'taa' eo' o | eader. He was known as a great

mlitary tactician and nade a dramati c escape from

confi nenment in Gkl ahoma back here to the northern

honel ands in 1876.

I f any people ever fought for |iberty and

justice, it was the So'taa' eo’' o people. That is why we,

as the original honesteaders of Oter Creek, believe

that this land is God-given to us. W don't own it now,

but we belong to it. | f any peopl e ever denonstrated

their physical and noral courage beyond travail, it was

He' s
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this race, the purely So'taa' eo' o heroes, anbng who

Little WIf was the | eader. At the tinme, Little WIf

was a handsonme man with the native dignity and

gent | eness, nusical voice and pl easant address of so

many brave | eaders of the So'taa' eo' o peopl e.
The early life of Little WIf offered nany
exanpl es of the dashing bravery characteristics of the

So'taa' eo' o people, inspired the younger nen to wn

| aurel s for thenself. He was still a young nman, 35,

per haps, when the nost trying crisis in the history of

hi s peopl e cane upon them

He was a general who | argely gui ded and

defended themin that tragic flight fromthe I ndi an

territory to their honeland in the north country.

Little Wolf told the federal governnent, W are goi ng

back to our own country. W do not want to fight. As

he was riding near, when the soldiers fired and not a

single So'taa eo' o nade a charge, they succeeded in

hol ding off the troops for two days. The troops

retreated. The So'taa' eo' o peopl e continued northward,

carryi ng their wounded.
This sort of thing was repeated over and over.
When t hey reached the buffalo country, Little Wolf

al ways kept his main object in sight. He was such

ordinary, calm Little WIf did not seem|i ke a hunman
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bei ng. He seened |i ke a bear. It is true that a nman of

his type in a crisis becones spiritually transforned and
noves as one in a dream

Little WIf stayed all winter in the

Sandhills, where there was plenty of gane and no white

men. Later he went to Montana and then went to Pine

Ri dge, where he and his people renained in peace until

t hey were noved to Mont ana. Here he spent the renai nder

of hi s days.

There is a clear sky beyond the cl ouds of

raci al prejudice, and in that kind of court of honor a

nobl e soul |like that of Little Wolf has a place. For

all those that live in this beautiful place, my the
Creator bless this place as he had created. W need to
be nore like Little Wolf, showi ng dignity, Kkindness, and

above all integrity to each other.

Not too | ong ago we bl essed a totem pole here

in the Oter Creek valley, to be transported to the West

Coast, to show everyone our dignity to the sacred

ground. W want to continue a livelihood free of

destruction, fromhere to the Wst Coast and t hroughout

the worl d and vari ous ot her pl aces.

That day, a line was drawn in the ground,

whi ch neant fromthat day forward no nore destruction to

our land, water, and air, and our unique |ifestyles,
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especially different cultures that |live here: A

So'taa' eo' o culture; a Northern Cheyenne culture; the

Am sh cul ture; and, of course, people who believe in the

code of the west, farners and ranchers -- M. MRae over

there -- different ones who have been fighting this.

And this has been going on for over 100 years. It's

not hi ng new.

There's no excuse for ignorance of the

process. |'ve been following this for 30 years, and

when it cones to submtting sonme kind of advice to the

tribal council, first they ask, Are you agai nst coal

devel opnent? And if you say yes, then they don't |listen

to you.

A cul tural resources survey assessnent of
Col strip alternative route for the proposed Tongue Ri ver
Railroad was initiated and conpleted by Chris Finley and
his group, who were nostly Native Anerican. At the
request of the Sierra Club and the Culture Alternative
Landowners Group [verbatin], this is his summary:
"Overall, the quality of the survey docunentation and

maps was problematic, was i naccurate, and inconplete

docunent ati on provided on nost of the site forns.
Several of the 7.5 plot maps provided with site forns
and even the project maps at sites plotted in the wong
We' ve found nore

pl ace or onmtted fromthe nmaps."”
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lithic material on the ngajority of the site. | CF

docunented specific scatters. And in one case a list --

a site listed as -- listed as lithic ice, in it was four

artifacts, turned out to be a | arge concentrati on of

lithic material wth an obvi ous buri ed conponent.

There were al so several sites that were

m sidentified, and it was questionable if sonme of the

sites were even cultural or old enough to be consi dered

hi storic properti es. | think that is why the Northern

Cheyenne tri be requested an extensi on of your connent
period so they can have the opportunity to conment on
the data coll ected during the docunentati on process.

I am not even amazed by your Pinocchio |ogic,
that you are capable of naking a decision on this
Arch Coal

specul ati on. is going broke and is acting

li ke a tri nket sal esman.

Go with the no alternative and it's very

sinple. Two-letter word. No to this proposal. W
don't need it. |It's only being done for Asia. None of
it's going to be beneficial to us and it's not in the
publ i ¢ good. If you | ove your children, your
grandchi | dren, your spouses, your parents, and on and
on, through that love, | ask you don't allow this.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.
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Qur next speaker this evening is Janes

Wal ksal ong.
JAMES WALKSALONG Can you hear

me? Well,

good eveni ng, peopl e. d ad everyone could nake it

t oni ght .

Wel come, you from Surface Transportation. I
li ke to wel cone the area | andowners, the ranchers. My
nane is Homa' e Chma' haata, transl ated Bi g Beaver. My

Engli sh nane is Janes Wl ksal ong, Wa-I1-k-s-a-1-0-n-g.

I amthe tribal historic preservation officer for the

Nort hern Cheyenne tribe, and |I've been instructed to

reiterate what ny brothers spoke before.

You're the permtting federal agent to all ow

extensions. As of now, you have not consulted wth ne

and ny departnent, and that is a nandatory thing. OQur
presi dent and our tribal governnent and our tri bal
peopl e have a great concern on what is about to inpact

their livelihood, along with all the people that are
involved in this. And | express their concern

All we want is 120 days to do what all needs
to be done on our part, and it's not | ooked at. My
peopl e have al ways been dealt the short end all the

time, and it's tine that we speak up. M advice to you

is to bring this back to the table with ny departnent.

I have never received any kind of

d
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docunentations as to the letters that has been i ssued

out, not even asked for ny comment. So what's goi ng on
there? | saw the letters to the state SHPO to Stan

W | not h. I never received a letter fromthe Virginia

| ot . I should have been concurred and CC d a copy, but

I was never done that.

Al'l the pictures that you see, | amthe person

t hat expl ored and | ooked for all these culture

F esour ces. State SHPO and the tribal historic

preservati on are as equal s. Not once was | ever asked

to re -- request a conment on all these historic sites.

Not once. They took for granted and they ran with it.

So we need to go back to the table and tal k about it,
peopl e.

| have a letter fromthe tribal president

stating that we need 120 days just to do what the work

what we need to do on our part, so we can be sati sfied.

I have a letter here addressed to the governor

of the state of Montana, Steve Bull ock, also the state

senator, Jon Tester, asking for themto extend 120 days.

120 days is not enough, to tell you the truth, to do our

part. W need to go back to the table and actually sit

down with our | eaders to discuss this here rail road.

And |i ke nmy brothers said, we have two ngjor

El Ss: W've got the Tongue Ri ver Railroad, we' ve got
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the Oter Creek. And |I've been on the Oter Creek. I
did the survey for that.
And | speak for ny people. You hear the song,

you heard the song that was said and the short prayer

wth it. They' re asking the Creator to put good words

and proper words to cone out to speak to you. And |I've

al ways been told that when we sit at tables like this

and sit and talk about this, the truth has to be heard.

And |'"'ma nman that believes in that. The truth has to

be told.
This here whol e process has been expedited in

a short time. The draft PA that |'ve been working and I

studied it, there's sone conponents that have not been

nmet that I amnot satisfied wth, on behalf of ny

peopl e, on behalf of ny tribal government. | have --

never have put people out to do an et hnographic study.

Et hnobot any, the study of plants and animals, that has

never been done. Not hi ng, none of it. None of ny

peopl e have been out there.

So you're pushing and expediting this. | ve

never been consulted. That is part of Section 106. Two

presidential orders been issued by two presidents,

WlliamJefferson dinton and nore recently Barack

OGbama. People, it's paranmount that they talk to the

tri bes, and we have an invested [sic] interest in the
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stake in this, people.

W need to sit down and do this right. That's

all I"masking is to do it right. These people woul dn't

be here if it wasn't. So I'"'mgoing to tell you: Fol | ow

t he process. | know about it. |'"ve studied it.

You tal k about tine franes. To us, we need to

take tine and nove slowy at this, because it's going to

be an i npact, not just for the Cheyenne people, but for

everyone out there. The railroad has i npacted our

peopl e for generations. It has. And this here is a

nmoder n-day i npact with the railroad.

I got after Governor Marc Raci cot when he

i ssued that change for the gold mne in Jardine. He

opted off for the Oter Creek and the Powder Ri ver

country, our honel and. It goes back. ' ve been

follow ng this here. | know the inpacts of it.

I wll be getting in contact with you. |

still have to do ny report and give it to you peopl e.
And | strongly think you should consider it, ny report,
in that, because | wal ked that there. | wal ked that out
there. | know what's out there. | worked wth the
people that did your Draft EI'S, and not one of them have
ever consulted with ne, concurred with ne on it. So
that's all | got to say.

Have a good eveni ng. 59
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JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Thank you for

comment s.

Qur next speaker is Terry Punt.

TERRY PUNT: My nanme is Terry Punt,
rancher from Birney, Mntana. I

1979, and ny first job was in Sheridan,

wor ked for a devel oper, bought real estate.

Denver. Been in Weatl and, Wom ng,
power pl ant.
slurry pipeline fromLake De Snet to Texas,
cone up there to cash in on the schene.

hi m f or

Anyway, | didn't work for

But about that 1980 or so, he noved out
headed f or
because way back then, already,

the Tongue Ri ver Rail road. In fact,

permt for the first Tongue Ri ver
Mles Cty to Ashl and,
M.

Bl odgett sai d.

was avail able. Railroad was perntted.
happened.

1996, Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany,
the Surface Transportati on Board.
continue the railroad al

The Surface Transportation Board then said yes,

your

Rail road in 1984,

The Montco M ne was perm tted.

and I'm
cane to this area in
Won ng. I
Been in

where they built

and he had

too | ong.
of there and
Broadus and Ashland to try his |uck there,
t here was a proposal f

the I CC issued a

fr

just where we started in 2012,

Co

Not hi ng

back to

Now t hey wanted to
t he way t hrough to Decker.

you can

a

a

Since 1979 they were tal king about a coal

or

om

as

al

30
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do that. 4-mle alternative. Now t hey have a rail road
permtted all the way from Decker to Mles City. But
they were given a three-year tine limt, at that point,
to build the railroad. But the railroad cane back to
the Surface Transportation Board in 1998 and said, W
don't like the alternative that we asked for. W'd |like
to change the alternative. W'd |Iike the western
alignnment route. So you fol ks went ahead and permnitted
the western alignnent about 2002, if | renenber
correctly. Coal for sale, railroad permtted, nothing
happens.

2012, they submt a new proposal. Back to the
drawi ng board from Ashland to Mles Cty. W cone to
scopi ng comments. W comment. About a nonth after the
scopi ng process, Tongue Ri ver Railroad changes the
pr oposal . Now t hey want to go to Col strip.

This is ny experience with the rail road. My
famly spent a |lot of tine, noney, and effort. My
w fe's been to Washington, D.C., to visit with you
f ol ks.

This new alternative has ten -- or this new
proposal has ten different alternatives. But the fact
of the matter is this coal's been for sale since 1980 or
| onger and no one wants it. And yet you peopl e keep

putting us through this msery of comng to talk to you,5,
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testifying, and everything el se. It costs us a | ot of
noney. You've heard how the tri be spent a | ot of nobney.
They don't have the resources to deal with this.

They' ve been dealing with it for 30 years, as have a | ot
of the ranchers in this area.

I brought you guys a present tonight, because
|"ve heard that in Washington, D.C., you get things done
by wi ni ng and di ni ng people. So | brought you guys sone
Wagyu steaks that were raised here in the valley, and
I'"d like to give themto you folks. But | can't raise
them wi t hout cl ean water and clean air and ny nei ghbors.
| depend on people on the Tongue R ver Railroad for
feed, pellets, hay. W're a dryland ranch. W don't
have those opportunities. | depend on the Kinzels, here
in Lame Deer, to truck ny calves to market. W're
havi ng an auction, Northern Plains. W're donating a
hal f of this beef.

If you want to appease your consci ence, naybe
you can get online and bid on it. W need noney to stop
this project. And contact ny buddy Collin here. That
auction will start in Novenber.

But it's a trenendous burden for the people
here for you guys to keep doing this. There's still no
mar ket for the coal. None of it's been sold. 1I1'd |ike

to reconmmend a "No Build Ever" alternative if they don't32
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get a market for this coal and the determ nation for

where it's going, because you cannot determ ne where the

railroad will go until soneone buys the coal. And no
one wants to buy it.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker is Alaina Buffalo Spirit.

ALAI NA BUFFALO SPIRIT: Good eveni ng. My nane

is Alaina, A-l-a-i-n-a, Buffalo Spirit. Can you spel

Buffalo Spirit, two words?

First of all, I"'mproud to say I'ma

gr andnot her and soon to be great-grandnother, which I'm

very happy about. |''m al so a not her and a | andowner

I"'ma cancer survivor. |'mgreatly concerned about our

health, in regards to the pollution of the fine dust of

coal that cones off each train. | do not believe your

assessnent that there will be mniml inpacts. There

W Il be huge inpacts to us, to the health of our nation,

our children, our el ders.

In Bellingham Wshi ngton, over 250 doctors

requested that a health inpact statenent should al so be
done, along with the EI'S, around the devel opnent of the

coal term nals along the nort hwest coast. They have

heal t h concerns too.
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As a | andowner al ong the Tongue Ri ver, near

Bi rney, Montana, | grew up there swmmng in the river,

fishing for catfish along with nmy brothers and cousi ns.

I do not want noise pollution and fl oods of strangers

and total disregard of the safety of our children and

adults who swm wal k, and hunt along the river.

Respect our treaty rights. W have treaty

rights based on Article VI of the U S. Constitution,

in the highest court those have been upheld as the | aw

of the | and. | do not want our cerenonies di sturbed as

we pray and sing in our various | odges al ong the Tongue

R ver and ot her places in Cheyenne country.

I don't believe 120 days i s enough. | feel

that it's nore than -- we need nore than, like, five

years or ten years. There is every little concern that

we have, and you have already heard it for the past four

days, including tonight. | say no to the Tongue Ri ver

Rai | r oad. If you have a conscience, you will hear us.

You w Il hear our prayer for our children and the seven

gener ati ons ahead of us.

| speak as the grandnot her. | do not

behal f of the Northern Cheyenne tri be. | speak as a
grandnot her and a concerned citizen.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:

Thank you for your

and

speak on

34

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




07:37:57

07:37:57

07:38:03

07:38:23

07:38:32

07:38:34

07:38:39

07:38:45

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

07:38:53
07:38:58 10
07:39:02 11
07:39:07 12
07:39:13 13
07:39:24 14
07:39:31 15
07:39:38 16
07:39:42 17
07:39:55 18
07:40:05 19
07:40:07 20
07:40:10 21
07:40:13 22
07:40:17 23
07:40:22 24

07:40:26 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

comrent s.

Qur next speaker is Wally MRae.

WALLACE M RAE: My nanme is Wal | ace McRae.
Last nane is spelled Mc capital R-a-e.

I'"d first of all |ike to express ny

appreciation to the Northern Cheyenne tri be for once

agai n bei ng so hospitabl e.

When | was in high school, our ranch | eased

| and at the head of Geenleaf, MII| Creek,

Ryegr ass,

Kelly Creek, Yellow Fox. W ran cattle up here in

common with Northern Cheyenne operators.

Qur roundup cook was Jerry Kinzel. And his

wife Alice made nme a pair of npbccasins, tan buckskin,

rawhi de soles. It had a Cheyenne enblemon it, and they

al so had ny brand. I wore those nobccasins on stage one

tine at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in El ko,

Nevada, honori ng her and you. | appreciate you people

bei ng ny nei ghbors.

It seens to ne, in reading the docunent -- and

I think a | ot of you peopl e have not seen the docunents

that were sent out, the Draft EIS. There are six

volunes. They stand, if you stack them up, over a foot

hi gh. There's thousands and t housands and t housands of
words in them | have been trying to get through them

and read to nmake conments. It's an inpossibility,

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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07:40:30 1 al nost . Mostly because they say not hing, except they're
07:40:35 2 ki nd of an advertising brochure for the OGter Creek m ne
07:40:39 3 and the Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

07:40:45 4 | talked to a county conm ssi oner the other
07:4047 5 day that cane to one of the hearings, and cane to the
07:40:50 6 hearing in Ashland, | guess it was. And afterwards we
07:4057 1 tal ked about the rail road, about what has happened to
o741:00 8| this entity, this corporate entity that's in our

07:41:04 9 community. And he told nme -- we were tal king about

07:41:07 10 crossi ngs, the problens we are going to have as ranchers
o741:11 11 | with | and on both sides and water |ines goi ng under.
07:41:14 12 And he said we have a water |ine that

07:41:16 13 irrigates the cenetery at Forsyth. It's a county

07:41:23 14 responsibility. W bring water fromthe Yell owstone

07:41:25 15 R ver through a culvert to irrigate the grass at the

07:41:34 16 cenetery, including the veterans' plot. The railroad

07:41:39 17 charges us, to put a pipe through their cul vert

to carry

07:41:43 18 the water, $5,000 a year. That's the kind of people we

07:41:50 19 are dealing wth.

07:41:54 20 The EIS also infers that in order for

t he

07:41:59 21 econonmic viability of the railroad, it would depend

07:42:02 22 eventually on three different mnes: The OQter

Cr eek.

074207 23 | Another one is the old Montco Mne site, as nearly as |

o74211 24 | can figure out, that the permt, the state permt was

07:42:17 25 pulled for lack of diligence. And it's in the river
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bottom it's in the alluvial valley. There' s no way

they could keep the water out of it. It is not an

econonmi cally viable m ne.

The other one is under Forrest Mars' ranch.

He has surface owner consent over federal coal. He

won't let the railroad cross his place. That's why he

bought into it, and he's danmn sure not going to let that

m ne go through. So if they build the railroad, they're

going to be stuck with one mne, the Oter Creek m ne.

There's no refl ecti on what soever of the

probl ens they would run into. There's no application

that's in force nowto get nore mnes. The whol e thing

is a fraud. And yet we all are asked to suffer from

t hat fl ood.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker is Ken Sattler.

KENNETH SATTLER:  Thank you. My nane is

Kenneth Sattler, S-a-t-t-l-e-r.
I"ve lived here for 22 years on the Northern
Cheyenne reservation, and |'mvery hunbled to be

consi dered a community nenber and call this ny hone. I

and |'ve

I workec!37

have nmarried ny wife, who was |iving here,

rai sed ny son of 19 years on this reservation.
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for Lanme Deer school system for 21 years. I wor ked
Lame Deer volunteer fire departnment for twelve years
And | was a volunteer EMI for twelve years in this

community.

for

"1l try to make ny comments direct for the
consideration in this final decision. As | read the
information, is the project proposal a need, ny conment

woul d be why do we need to tap every | ast resource -

it says here -- chance to get the | ast

sul fur coal resource. Wiy do we have to tap all of

| ast resources?

There was a special report done by Q@ News

| ast coupl e weeks about the failing coal industry an

the downturn it has and that coal is at its |owest p

that it has been ever. Al nost to single digits, sin

dol |l ar anmbunts per ton, down fromits heyday of over

$40, $44 a ton. Is this really econom cally viabl e,

then, for the Tongue Railroad to build a railroad?

there going to be the econom c resources there to do

that and make it profitable and not have to charge,

we' ve heard, thousands of dollars just to run a pipe

through a culvert to water a cenetery? So in
consi deration, we m ght want to ask Tongue River to
reconsi der their proposal and | ook at that effect an
t hen possi bly naybe even pull their proposal.

- as

remai ni ng | ow

our

t he

d

ri ce

gl e

I's

as

d

38

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




07:45:40

07:45:42

07:45:47

07:45:50

07:45:53

07:45:56

07:45:59

07:46:03

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

07:46:06
07:46:09 10
07:46:12 11
07:46:16 12
07:46:19 13
07:46:25 14
07:46:28 15
07:46:30 16
07:46:34 17
07:46:39 18
07:46:42 19
07:46:45 20
07:4653 21
07:46:58 22
07:47:02 23
07:47:09 24

07:47:12 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

WIIl the construction of this railroad benefit

this comunity? Wwo will build that railroad?

Enpl oyees of theirs? Enployees of Burlington Northern

Santa Fe Railroad? How many Nort hern Cheyenne or | ocal

peopl e here work for then? How nmany wll be hired to

build this railroad or will they use their crews and
cone in here? How viable wll be -- wll that be to the
community? How nmany peopl e are engi neers for your

rail road fromthe Northern Cheyenne conmunity or our

| ocal comunity? How many of themw || be enpl oyed by

this rail road?

There will be a ripple effect by bringing this

railroad in, which allows the way for the mne. W know

that's the whol e purpose.

Is this mne going to be viable? 1Is this m ne

going to go through? The Q2 report stated they're

reconsidering. They're wlling to give up the |arge

anount of nobney they gave to the state school trust | and

In exchange for that. They're wlling, as this report

said, to give that up because of the downturn in coal.

When you | ook at the plans and the |Iine of the

rail road, four of the alternatives of the plan parallels

four rivers. The entire extension parallels an entire

river |length of our Tongue River.

You said the econonic inpact was mnini mal, but 39
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07:47:16
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07:47:26
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07:47:42 environnentally, | think is nore than m ni mal .

07:47:47

07:47:52
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07:47:55

dust, the falloff, what kind of effect will that
the water, the fish that live in that water, the

enj oynent we get out of fishing the Tongue Ri ver?

for 83 mles coal trains over a mle |ong, the coal

have on

It

It has five road crossings. Wat kind of
safety will be at road crossings? As a retired EM,

|'ve seen the disaster of accidents at a rail crossing.

07:48:01 10 I do not want to see that in our conmunity anywhere

07:48:05 11 along this rail line.

07:48:08 12 It borders a national forest. The Nati onal

07:48:12 13 Forest Service had no consi derati on or concern about a

o748:16 14 [ coal train running along its national forest borders and

07:48:19 15 the effect it nay have on the wildlife and the plants?

07:48:28 16 It borders the Northern Cheyenne reservation.

07:48:32 17 It runs through, fromwhat | understand, to what was

07:48:36 18 once reservation land, |and that the Northern Cheyenne

07:48:39 19 had that extended all the way to the Powder Ri ver

but

07:48:43 20 was noved back as resources were found, as encroachnent

o74847 21 | went, and pushed back to the border of the Tongue River.

07:48:50 22 And |I'm not an expert, and | ask those of you
07:48:53 23 here that if | speak out of place or out of turn or

07:48:56 24 m sappropriate, forgive ne, or if | speak of things I
07:49:00 25 shoul dn't have. But ny understanding is that |'ve hear d40
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fromelders that have taken ne in. | " ve been adopted by

Leroy Pine, Phil Witeman, Donna Li nberham [ phonetic].

My son has been adopted, has been gi ven a Cheyenne

I ndi an nane. And | spent many years | earning, watching,

and being part of the culture here.

This railroad appears to cross sacred | and,

and |' msure you have and wll hear nore comment about

t hat . That's not a m ni mal There's a whol e

i npact .

federal act about Indian artifacts and rel ocati on of

them How much was that consi dered?

A mninmal inpact for a mle-long train on the
coal dust that comes up, how can that be consi dered
m nimal when all it takes is one day of high wnd to
create such a cloud dust that it chokes you? |If you' ve
dri ven al ong Decker Road, you've experienced it on a

w ndy day how choking that ash is, how choking it is,

comng fromthe mne there, how choking it is fromthe

trains.

All it takes is one bad day to affect sonebody

with a respiratory problem W have a high rate of RSV

in our children. W have nunbers with respiratory

problens, with asthma. Al it takes is one windy day to

cause nedical problens. That's not a m ni mal

I npact .

Wthin just a fewnles of the railroad is the

Heritage Living Center, where many of our elders |ive.
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One wi ndy day, what will it do and how will it affect

those el ders at that Heritage Living Center? W know

that we don't have a predom nant w nd out of the west.

W know we get many wi nds coming fromthe east that wll

bl ow that ash into Ashland, into the Heritage Living

Center, onto our reservation, and settle that dust in
our hones, in our water -- as we heard -- into our
grasses, into our feed. | ask all these things to be

consi dered when this final decision is being nade.

You' re proposing to run the river -- run the

rail along the Tongue River. WlIl, at Birney, up until

yesterday, there had been a fl ood warni ng and had been

over its banks for quite a while. And this happens on a

regul ar basi s. How vi abl e and how safe is that with a

the railroad that will run across and parallel to that

ri ver?

So | hope ny conmments can be consi dered and

the comments of everybody here, and that the final

decision of this proposal is that no action be taken,

t he proposal that permts not be granted for any

railroad or its alternatives that have been proposed

her e.
Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GEOTT: Qur

next speaker is Sei del

St andi ng El k. 42
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SElI DEL STANDI NG ELK: Hi . My nane's Sei del

Standing Elk, and | just want to share sone infornation

about what ny father told ne about Oter Creek one tine.

He said our people used to canp al ongsi de that

creek there, and he said there was wldlife there, and

he said that was one of the places they'd stop. And he

sai d nmaybe not very many people know this, he said, but

there's a battle that happened there, you know, a | ong

time ago, and things like that. He said it was one of

their places where they used to conme and stop.

And he said there's a | ot of sacredness there,

he sai d, because when they cane into canp, it was all

done orally. Everybody knew their responsibilities when

they cane to that. And he said the nedicine people go

off on their own. He said they knew what to do. He

sai d because they knew what was there and what kind of

plants to pick and things |ike that way. So | just

wanted to share that information, share that story that

he told ne at one tine.

And soneone once told ne, he said, Wat do you

t hi nk about what part of the land is sacred to you,

instead of certain places that it's sacred. And I

t hought about it for a while and I thought, well, |

think all land is sacred. | think this, you know, the

one earth we |ive on. Sol told him | said, | think
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all land is sacred. | don't think there's only certain

pl aces where there is nore sacredness or |ess

sacr edness. I told him!l think it's all sacred.

So | just wanted to share that and,

i ke ny
brothers and sisters here said before ne, | think we

need a lot nore tine to think this through. W need to

have sonebody sit wth us and just explain this --

expl ain some of this | anguage that's here very basically
to us, so that we can understand it and hopefully we can
cone to sonme good decisions fromthat and agree upon

this reservati on.

And | know t he Tongue Ri ver well. I fish
there, canp there, canoed there. I know a | ot of places
there. So -- and in the Oter Creek too. So | just

wanted to share that nmuch information with you guys
her e.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:

Thank you for your

conment s.

Qur next speaker is Avalee Little Whirlwind --
Aval ee Little Wirlw nd.
is Jeani e Al derson

Okay. Qur next speaker

JEANI E ALDERSON: Hi, everybody. M nane's

Jeani e Al derson, A-l-d-e-r-s-o0-n.

My famly has a ranch on Hangi ng Whnan Creek,44
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in the Tongue R ver Vall ey, Bones Brothers Ranch. My

husband and | al so have a grass-fini shed beef busi ness.

Thank you for com ng. Thank you for the opportunity to

speak. And again, thanks to the Northern Cheyenne

nati on and people for hosting this hearing.

The idea that a railroad should get a permt

to be built in hopes that a purpose, a nmarket w |

mani fest is wong. There is no need for the Tongue
River Railroad. This is a scamand you are allowing it
to go on.

The only thing in the Draft EI'S that makes

sense is the "No Build" alternative. Wy are we here?

How do you study the inpacts of sonething so vague and
so unpl anned and so specul ati ve as the Tongue Ri ver

Rai | road? Why hasn't the STB demanded that the Tongue

R ver Railroad show you its plan? Not ten different

plans with ten different purposes.

As | look at the EIS, | kept seeing nore and

nore specul ation. You had to create a conputer nodel to

determ ne the destination of this rail road, because the

Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany hasn't provided you with a

pl an or a market or where they're going.

Looki ng at pages of charts and naps and

descriptions, | feel -- |1 see very little that | ooks at

what is real. The Tongue R ver Railroad and this EI' S

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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are all about speculation. Ten different routes, a

proposed mne in Oter Creek that has an application

w th pages and pages of deficiencies, no permt, no

mar ket, owned by an al nost bankrupt conpany. And then
you nention all these other induced m ning areas. None
of these plans are real.

However, the Tongue River Railroad -- however,

if the Tongue River Railroad is permtted, the

unnecessary danmage to what now exists i s unavail abl e.

Your task is not to protect and enhance a schene; it is
to protect and enhance what is real.
What is real? What is real are those things

that once they're ruined we don't get back. Not just to

those of us who live here, but this state and really the

pl anet. As ranchers, we have built our |ives around

grass and water and animals. These are real. In this

vall ey we produce food. This is not just a schene

created by a conputer nodel. What we produce is real.

The world and the farns and ranches t hat

produce hay in the valley and feed, those are real. The

wor|l d needs healthy and intact grasslands and we need

every inch of remaining topsoil. This isn't just for

us. This is for the planet. You can't run a railroad

t hrough ranches and farns w thout ruining them

The peoples and cultures of this valley and 46
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the wi sdomthat they hold are real. The Nort hern

Cheyenne have anci ent and vital know edge about how to

live and survive and even thrive in this place, and

nobody knows nore about how to survive than these

peopl e. I hope we don't have to wait too | ong before

all of us understand that we all need what they know.

And the Am sh, again, a people who know how to

live in community with very little. | nean, it's nore

than just bad irony that a coal -hauling railroad woul d

bi sect their comunity.

W are diverse in this area and nuch of our

hi story together is difficult, to say the |least. But we

share this place, and the other thing we share is that

many fol ks fromthe outside see us as obsol ete and

uni nport ant. But we're not.

So in conclusion, this is not just about

preservi ng sone kind of picturesque, quaint, by-gone

cul tures. This is about our future and it's about our

chi |l dren. It's about our ability to produce food. You

know, we al so, as ranchers and farners, we produce

energy too. Food is energy. Preserving the cultures

with the know edge and wi sdom of howto live in a world
where resources are precious, this is what this is
about .

deci si ons

As a nation, we need to nmake smart
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now. W can't make deci sions that invol ve destroyi ng

| and and water and cultures. And not just the future

of -- not just for the future of those of us who are

bl essed enough to call this part of the world our hone,

but for all of us in this nation and for future

generations. As a permtting agency, your task is to

make sure that this project in no way conprom ses our

lives and our futures. The only alternative is the "No

Bui | d' alternative.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Qur next speaker is M ke

Bear conesout .
M KE BEARCOVESQUT: M/ nane is M ke

Bear conesout . I"'mfrom Muddy Creek, and | heard about

this neeting here today on Facebook, and they said they

woul d have free food, so that's why |I was here.

I cane here with ny wwfe. And after we got

done eating, she said, I"'mgoing to Bingo; you go in

there and testify. So that's why |I'm here.

Anyway, we've been faced with this issue of
coal devel opnent, railroad devel opnent for many, nmany
years. And we have al ways opposed it, the Cheyenne

people. Qur grandparents, they opposed it. They're all

gone now. So we're the only ones left. Qur age group,

we still speak Cheyenne. This is our hone. Qur tribe
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iIs known as the Morning Star people, but I and ny

relatives were fromthe Little WIf band of Cheyennes.
We cane from Okl ahoma and we nmade it all the way to

Mles Cty, Montana. And those are ny people. They

fought for this | and and they cane back here so that we

could live here, so that we could have a hone.

O her tribes, they have initiations for their
young warriors to becone -- or their young nen to becone
warriors. W don't have that. Wenever a young person,

a young nman, when he snpbkes a pi pe or uses tobacco to

he becones a warrior, he gives his life to

pray,

protecting the Cheyenne people. That's how we -- that's

how we perpetuate our warriors.

And us, fromthe Little WIf band, when we say

"our land," we're not tal king just about the Northern

Cheyenne reservation. W're tal king about the whol e

state of Montana. W're tal king about the whol e

United States. And it's our job, our responsibility, to

protect this |land so that our grandchildren can benefit

fromthis |land, they can be -- they can |live here nany,

many, nmany generations to cone. That's what -- that's

what we believe in. That's how we pray.

I prayed for food out there this eveni ng, and

that's what | prayed for. Al those things that |

prayed for, the land, the animals, the air, the water,
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that prayer that | said, you know, that's ny conmrent

t oni ght .

You know, we tal k about the alternatives, and

I'"'m here to support the "No-Action"” alternative, but I

t hi nk there should be another alternative. That

alternative should be solar power. You know, we're

going to sell all this coal to Asia because they don't

have the environnental protections there. They can --

Corporate America can go there, rip off those peopl e,

pollute the ground, and do all kinds of environnental

damage, and they won't have to pay. And all that

pollution fromAsia is going to cone over here to our

| and.

I think that's why, you know, our people

support this "No-Action" alternative. There are ot her

solutions. You know, right nowthe way | see this

project, the Tongue River Railroad and the Oter Creek

Coal mne, we're just subsidizing a dying technol ogy.

Nat ural gas is way cheaper than coal right now. W can

generate electricity with natural gas cheaper. It's

cleaner. And that's what the people of this country

want. W want to protect our land. W want it to be

healthy for our children. W want clean air.

And all of the other things, you know, I|ike

t hey al ways say, who's going to speak for the trees and5

0
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08:07:11 1 animals and fish, all the insects, the grass. They all
08:07:18 2 live here with us. Wo's going to talk for thenf

08:07:22 3 So | just want to say that, you know, we don't
08:07:33 4 li ke to speak angry at anybody, you know, but | think,
08:07:41 5 you know, today, what you guys are trying to do here --
08:07:45 6 messing wth our | and, endangeri ng our people, you

08:07:51 7 know -- we don't appreciate it. So |I would recomend
080758 8| the "No-Action" alternative fromne and ny peopl e.

08:08:03 9 You know, I'"'mnot a cerenonial man, |I'mnot a
08:08:06 10 chief, I"mnot a council man. I'"mjust a warrior of this
os08:10 11 [ tri be. |*"'m going to say that nuch.

08:08:13 12 Thank you very nuch.

08:08:21 13 JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Qur next speaker is Tiri
08:08:23 14 Bri en. Is Tiri Brien in the roonf

08:09:03 15 Okay. Qur next speaker is Elizabeth Brai ded
08:09:06 16 Hai r .

08:00:08 17 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you wait a m nute?

08:09:08 18 She' s out si de.

08:09:30 19 ELI ZABETH BRAI DED HAI R El i zabet h.

08:09:31 20 JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Are you Elizabeth Braided

08:09:31 21 Hair?

08:09:34 22 ELI ZABETH BRAI DED HAI R (Speaking in native
08:09:34 23 | anguage. )
08:09:36 24 My nane is Elizabeth Braided Hair. This is

08:09:44 25 | very enoti onal .
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I didn't read the 4, 000-page report and I
don't think I wll, because ny answer is no, | don't
want any of it. | don't want coal m ning. I don't want
any nmeth -- nethane devel opnent, and | don't want the
rail road. ' ma grandnot her. ' m a not her. ' m

Nor t hern Cheyenne. I was born here in Lane Deer.

My grandfathers fought this, ny grandfather,

Al ex Brady. There's a lot of ny -- | think this is,

what, the third generation where, you know, we're going

agai nst coal. W don't want this devel opnent. It's

not -- it's going to hurt us. There's no good in it.
Before, they woul d give our peopl e al cohol and

peopl e were -- our people were weakened to that and they

woul d wi t hhold food and whatnot fromthem Today

there's a lot of us that are sober and we nmake good,

sound deci si ons. I'"'m 25 years drug- and al cohol -free,

as of |ast week, and I got a good m nd. I have a good
heart. | love ny people and, you know, | don't want
that for ny children and ny grandchil dren.

On the way down we were tal king about this,. I

have two children that cone fromfoster care that |I'm
rai sing, going to raise, and I'm56 years old, so | know
what |' m sayi ng, know what |' m doi ng. | don't want

this. And I'mnot going to repeat what everybody says.

You know, there's a | ot of good words here.
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You know, people cone up here very angry, and | felt
t hat way too. | feel really angry sonetines. | don't
want this, and | feel like it's being shoved down our

t hroat once agai n. | feel like back in the old days,

when they used to hold the rations -- withhold rations

fromour old people, and | feel like that all over

agai n, you know, still going through that generati onal

trauma. There's no way that I'Il ever agree with this.

I thank you guys for comng to listen to us

and | hope you guys, you know, put that in your reports,

all that's being said here, that's all being shared. A

| ot of us aren't public speakers. W don't -- we're

just not that way and -- but our hearts are strong and,

you know, a | ot of people don't want this.

So was telling you I

mny -- |

grandchi |l dren on the way down. W were tal king about

this, and so I'm like, the third generation. So there

are -- ny children and the kids, they don't want it

ei t her.

That's all | got to say. "1l never read that

report, not 4,000 pages. | kind of -- | get angry

having to -- when | think about that, you know.

a lot of things that were going through ny m nd and I

wanted to cone up and get really angry. | have before.

I'"'mnot going to do that no nore. |'mjust going to

was talking to ny

There's
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keep praying, you know, that this doesn't happen. And

prayers are strong. That's all |1 got to say.

You got a gift there and that was really nice
of that man to do that, but I'"'mgoing to give you a
gift. This is ny T-shirt.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you and t hank you for
your conmnents.

Qur next speaker, | apol ogize, | cannot read
the last nane. | believe the first name is Wayl on.
Sorry.

WAYLON ROGERS: Wayl on Rogers, Wa-y-I|-0-n,

R-o0-g-e-r-s.

"Il start off with a story that ny

grandnot her told ne and ny not her. It's a pretty kind

of funny story. | renenber growing up and | would

travel to, like, Horton or Mles City or anywhere other

than here that had rail roads.

And a long tine ago there was two | ndi ans, two

Cheyenne nen. They just cane froma canp in Rapid Cty.

And sonewhere along there they found a railroad and they

started to follow it. And on that railroad |i ke a few

days before that, | guess, there was -- later on they

found out there was a circus there, a circus drove

t hrough there -- | think some people m ght know this

story. But there was a nonkey that died.
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08:15:45
08:15:49 that nonkey in the circus train, they threw it out
08:15:54 right on the tracks. And those two guys that were
08:15:56
08:16:01 think of it. They' d never seen anything |i ke that
08:16:02
08:16:08

08:16:13 And t hey tal ked about that, the chiefs t

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

08:16:20 And they cane up with a conclusion. One of themc

And so what they did, the people that owned

wal ki ng found the nonkey, and they didn't know what to

before ever. And so they kind of got scared. So they

brought it back to the canp and tal ked to the chiefs.

al ked.

anme up

08:16:25 10 and said, (speaking in native |anguage), which neans

08:16:30 11 crazy, he goes, White people are crazy. They had

081637 12| with a nonkey -- or they had sex with a wolf and t
os:1640 13 | their baby. So ever since then we al ways thought

os:1644 14 [ white people as, you know, not natural, here.

08:16:52 15 And, you know, | think we shouldn't have

08:16:58 16 railroad. The alternative should be, you know, no.

08:17:04 17 not, you know, we need that 120-day extension.

sex
hat's

of

this

| f

08:17:09 18 Ri ght al ong those maps you'll see the Oter

08:17:11 19 Creek Railroad and then you get into the town of

08:17:15 20 | Ashl and, you go past the town of Ashland, there's

og17:19 21| St. Labre, and less than a mle fromthere, | live
08:1724 22 | there, that's ny house. | will be the first perso
08:17:28 23 i npacted by this railroad. | have ast hma, ny daug
08:17:33 24 has asthma, and thank God nmy son doesn't have asth
081738 25| And if that coal dust cones, |'ve been in a coal d

ri ght
n
ht er
na.

ust 55
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cloud and | just about died. | nean, not

literally

di ed. I coughed ny | ungs out. It's pretty bad.
My nmom she's getting up there in age. She's
the -- one of the very last full blood So'taa'eo'o. " m

al so So'taa' eo' o.
whi ch neans Head Chi ef.

You know, | look at all these alternativ

I do have sonme engi neeri ng backgrounds,

cane up to ne with this report and said build this

can do anything you want, | wouldn't know what to

mean, there's so many things wong with all these

| ot of these sites, | can wal k and show you our

sites on every one of these.

You know, | grew up mainly in Birney and

Ashl and, always | ess than 100 feet fromthe river.

nmean, that's -- | would get affected. My ki ds wou

affected. W just planted 40 apples --

buffal o berry trees, bushes. You know, | want to

protect what | have for ny kids and their Kkids.

You know, this is not really viable. W

going to buy that coal ?

but, you know, do they need all that coal ? No.

don't. They -- if they're going to, you know, be

coal, they should get it sonewhere el se.

the inpact is going to be so outrageous.

My nane's M shconveyenes [ phonetic],

es and

and i f soneone

, you
do. I

-- a

sacr ed

I d get

appl e trees,

0's

|*'m sure you can find sonebody,

They

buyi ng

It's just that
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I nmean, like, if you go towards Mles City,

there's sone cuts that you guys are going to have to

make and |I' m not sure how you guys are going to do it

W t hout sone pilings. And those pilings, as everybody

knows, that they go down to the earth, who knows what

t hose watersheds -- what it's going to do to the

wat er sheds?
You guys are going to have to go up on cuts

along the river. You know, there's going to be

couple-mllion-pound trains going through there, and

then what if it floods? You have to think about

| i quefaction. Liquefaction is the -- when you shake the

ground in a sandy soil, everything sinks.

You know, ny house is about 50 feet above the

river, and when that |iquefaction starts going on, ny
house is going to slide. It's just basic engineering.
"' mnot an expert, but | know that -- | know that's

goi ng to happen. I"'mgoing to say it right now

You know, |'ve seen the report and it's about,
you know -- everybody says it's about that big. I
actually went to school for aviation. | have an

avi onics, power plant, and airfrane, all those books

that |1've learned are only about that thick. Al the

federal aviation regulations. And every one of those

regul ati ons neans sonething. Those regul ati ons were
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made i n bl ood. Sonebody had to die to nake a new

regul ati on.

You know, over here, as that gentleman told

everybody, everything in that report is all gibberish,

and | ' mnot going to waste ny tine readi ng sonet hi ng

like that. So | have to say no on this railroad. | f

you can't do that, at |east give us the 100 and what ever

days we need to do that, because | know there's so nany
sacred sites out there that they're just going to
deci mat e.

You know, if they want us to, you know, cone
into the 20th century, but | say no. You know, we need
to be |li ke how our ancestors were. They died for the
| and we're standing on right now And |I'mnot going to
be going to say yes to sonething like this. You know,

where is the alternative, where it goes through Mars'

front yard? There's none. He doesn't want it. He
wants us to suffer for a dying market. That's all | got
to say.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Meredith Tallbull.

MEREDI TH TALLBULL: Hello. Lost on Googl e

Earth over there. Trying to find out where that map
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was.
Hel | o. My nanme is Meredith Tallbull. Just
going to keep this brief. And | know |l work for the
Nort hern Cheyenne Devel opnent Committee -- oh, yeah,
Me-r-e-d-i-t-h, Tallbull, T-a-l-1-b-u-I-1.
I work for NCDC, and ny job there is to

provi de econom c enploynent for the community. And I

understand that there's two scenarios that are at work

here. One of them if it's a green light for OQter

Creek to go, and one of themis a red light for it to

di sconti nue.
So ny statenent here is just pretty nuch

directed to our community | eaders and our |eaders in

general, not so much as Oter Creek, even though you
guys have lived around here, such a beautiful place, and
saying that is -- what is our next step after this, you

know, what is our comunity going to do to provide

opportunities.

Because if you guys haven't been aware of the

Bakkens, the nman canps that are there and, you know, all

the turnoil that the indigenous popul ati on went through

there, and what are we going to do to prepare ourselves?

VWhat are we doi ng?

And so that's just a statenent | wanted to

make and | hope you guys take that into consideration.
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Al

JENNI FER PI GGOTT:

comment s.

is Doris Medicine Bull,

Il right. Thank you.

Thank you for your

Next speaker is Doris Medicine Bull.
DORI S MEDI CI NE BULL.: Good eveni ng. My nane
D-o-r-i-s, Medicine, capital

B-u-1-1.

I
Tongue Ri ver
river
acti on back

was ei ght.

fromwhere |

cone to you tonight totally against the

Rai | road or any coal devel opnent across the
live. | was active with native
in -- | can't renenber what year. M son

And we testified at a hearing agai nst Tongue

River Railroad or any coal mning. M son is now 20 and
we're still fighting this Tongue R ver Railroad.

It's not needed. It's not necessary. The
coal mning isn't necessary. Look at Col strip. They

have no vegetati on,

And | don't

want to know. |

no trees, if there are any trees.

know what their water's li ke, but | wouldn't

msure it's got to be purified because

of all the coal mning in that area.
And | cone froma traditional hone. W
practice our cultural ways and it's been that ever since

I was born.
I don't want

all ny life,

I"d love to tell you ny age but | can't, or

to. No. But | lived in Birney, you know,

and | really like the countrysi de out

60

Charles Fisher Court Reporting

442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




Meeting 2-6.11.15

08:26:25 1 there. Al of the vegetation, all the wildlife,

08:26:30 2 everybody can still hunt deer here. So even getting
08:26:36 3 other animals that don't even live in this area.

08:26:40 4 You know, you got to consider this is our
08:26:43 5 life. This is our country. W fought for where we are
08:26:49 6 today. W're not going to just give up because sonebody
082652 7| wants to make a qui ck buck. The Koch brothers, they
08:26:57 8 don't live here, they don't know what we're going to go
og2700 9| through. And our workforce, | doubt if we have anybody
082704 10 [ trained to be an engi neer or, you know, whatever all
08:27:10 11 cones with a railroad. | can't, you know, specify.

08:27:12 12 But, you know, we don't have people ready to go to work
082715 13| for this conpany, | nmean, these great big conpanies that
og27:18 14 | just want to cone in and destroy the | and.

08:27:21 15 You got to think about the water, the giver of
08:27:24 16 life, or is Tongue R ver Railroad or any coal conpany

08:27:30 17 going to supply us with good water to survive on? |

08:27:35 18 don't think so. And we don't have the nonies to be able

082741 19 to help our people that would need water. You ever

082745 20 [ thi nk about that? You guys live with fluoridated water,

082751 21 | yeah, we're all happy with that, because it buil ds up
08:27:54 22 our calcium but here we'll have other chem cals in the
08:27:58 23 wat er .

08:27:59 24 | already see it, because coal bed net hane was,
08:28:04 25 | you know, going full blast in Wonmng, and it's now
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salinity. You know, that salt was not good for

anything, for the farnmer -- or farm and ranchers up

toward Sheri dan. They suffered.

And | used to live in Ashland in a house by

Tongue River. M nephew went out there one day, tried

to fish all day. He got a fish this big. That hurt,

because ny nephew was out there trying to get a fish.

You know, do you guys even consi der what a Cheyenne

people will have to go through or the ranchers in the

nearby area? This is a life, our life way. You guys

really need to put that into consideration.

And the coal that's going to be m ned across

the river is only so deep. It's not |ike what we have

here. Qur seans are way underground. Theirs is just

not too far bel ow the surface. Is that even worth

digging up all the |l and so that sonebody can nmake a f ast

buck? What are they going to do wth the noney? Where

iIs it going to take then? It's all about noney. As

poor as we are, we don't want coal m ning.

Look at Col strip. Go over there and check it

out. It's not a pretty sight. And we have the d ean

Air Act, our water quality. It's supposed to be up

there. The state doesn't even go up further and say you
guys shoul d do sonet hi ng about your pollution. Find
other ways to get rid of it rather than it cone

62

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




08:30:10

08:30:13

08:30:18

08:30:23

08:30:30

08:30:35

08:30:40

08:30:44

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

08:30:56
08:31:01 10
08:31:06 11
08:31:11 12
08:31:19 13
08:31:27 14
08:31:29 15
08:31:34 16
08:31:40 17
08:31:46 18
08:31:50 19
08:31:55 20
08:32:05 21
08:32:09 22
08:32:15 23
08:32:19 24

08:32:28 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

downst r eam

and we
W see

wldlif

because you live in the city.

sai d,

said, |

Canadi an conpani es agai nst this because it's just
to be export ed.

it going to go overseas,

benefit

because they are worth readi ng.

babbl e

Is (speaking in native | anguage),

Mom he said, |

I live in Birney. I love the peace and qui et,

see eagles flying all over all the tine. Hawks.

red foxes runni ng around. Have you seen sone

e run through your backyard? No, probably

Consi der our way of life.

My son is 20. Today | just talked to him He

renenber when | testified. He

was just online today. There's a |ot of

goi ng

Why don't we benefit fromthis? Wiy is

outsourced? How is it going to

us as a people? Can you answer that for ne?

And | hope you read everybody's comments,

W're not just here to

and take your tinme. M nane -- ny Cheyenne nane

Sacred Canpi ng Woman.

And | like ny lifestyle. W practice our ways. W have
a culture. W rely on water. W rely on air. W rely
on wood. W rely on the rocks. Consider that. It's
not just a little thing. It's hunungous.

There's going to be social problens. Drug and
al cohol will increase. Look at the Bakken area. It's

not a pretty sight.

t his.

You know, you got to consider al

Al'l this devel opnent is going on around us and WS o
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still don't want it. It's not

our children and their children
reservation is very snall.

So pl ease consi der

any good for anyone. And

need a hone, and our

not allowng this railroad.

I worked with Native Action and we fought Tongue Ri ver
Rai l road, Oter Creek. W fought it. | was there. And
I"'mstill here and | will always be against big

devel opnent that don't benefit anyone in the area.

W' re all here to support one another, ranchers, | ocal
peopl e. You guys won't even consider it. | seriously
ask you: Do not allow this railroad. There are ot her

alternatives to what ever
el sewhere.

Thank you.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Th
conment s.

Qur

next speaker

Susan Little WIf in the roonf
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:
Qur next speaker
MONTE MEDI Cl NE: My n
Mo-n-t-e, Me-d-i-c-i-n-e.

I"m here to speak. J
m ne.

say | am agai nst the coal

t hey want.

is Susan Little WIf.

No.

They can go

ank you for your

I's

No.

Thank you.

is Monte Medici ne.

ane i s Monte Medi ci ne,

ust on top, I'd like to

And with that, there is64
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Oter Creek Coal Mne, they're going to make a m ne
right at the corner of what used to be part of the
Cheyenne reservati on. That's what | want to tal k about
her e.

This land fromwhere they're going to have the
coal mne all the way up to Fort Hall and round the edge
of the white Birney is supposed to be part of the
Cheyenne reservation, and that's a concern | have. W

have to say sonething about this. W did when they

tried to have a Peabody coal nmne to cone, coal mne

here on the reservati on, and we stopped it.

And now t hey want assistance fromus on the

OQter Creek, but a | ot of Cheyenne people don't know

that Oter Creek mne is considered -- that's supposed

to be part of the Cheyenne reservati on. I told the

tri bal president here about that. He told ne we had --

t he people were the owners of the |land. WlIIl, actually,

we don't have to show the ownership of the | and, because

t he governnent and the state robbed this | and, which is

the U S. forest, Custer National Forest, that used to be

part of the Cheyenne reservation.

And a |l ot of the Birney people know that the

| and across their river is Cheyenne land from Qter

Creek all the way up to Fort Hall and back down into

white Birney, and that's supposed to be Cheyenne

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

65




08:37:17

08:37:18

08:37:25

08:37:30

08:37:39

08:37:45

08:37:48

08:37:52

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

08:37:54
08:38:04 10
og:38:11 11
08:38:20 12
08:38:37 13
08:38:41 14
08:38:47 15
08:38:52 16
08:38:56 17
08:39:02 18
08:39:08 19
08:39:13 20
08:39:20 21
08:39:20 22
08:39:21 23
08:39:46 24

08:39:49 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

reservati on.

And yeah, |'m against this mning of coal and

I'"'mglad these ranchers cane to us to stop this coal

m ne. They say when Peabody was the big coal m ne here

on the reservation, they said -- they already had

everything in paint, everything nmarked off where they

were going to nake a coal n ne.

Well, that's what they say about the OQter
Creek coal mne and, fromwhat | see, they're fine with
that railroad. |If we stopped the railroad, we can stop
this coal mne. And | thought about this coal m ne.
Stop the -- | guess -- operation of taking the coal.

And that's all | can say on this coal m ne,
Oter Creek coal mne, because it is part of the
reservation. Maybe a | ot of people don't know and |
thought I'd bring it to your mnd, saying that land is

supposed to be for the Cheyenne reservation. The state

and governnent just borrowed it for 50 years. And
50 years were up 15, 10 years ago.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker is Jessie |Ignacio.

JESSIE | GNACI O Good eveni ng and sal ut ati ons.

And

My nanme is Jessie |Ignacio, and | 66

am 20 years ol d.
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I"man enroll ed nenber of the Northern Cheyenne tri be.

I would I'i ke to address tonight's neeti ng by

saying |l 'mgoing to voice what | truly believe in, and

at this monent in tine, | do not care what the rest of

the worl d thinks, because |I'm going to speak from ny

heart. And if this publicly shanes ne later, | don't

care, because if it neans saving not only this

reservation but the world and human bei ngs as a whol e,

then that shoul d speak for sonething.

You're saying that this is the only other

alternative, but statistics are showing that there's

such a decline in coal, it barely lasts five years.

you're trying to pitch that this is going to | ast

20 years. \Were are those mllions of dollars going to

be going? Wo's going to see it?

buy it, no one's interested.

How are those resources even going to be

devel oped if people are going to suffer fromit, the

environnent, and this is the only earth that we have.

When you break down the chain of conmand, for

who think they' re up here and you break down where they

stand politically, you break down the fancy words, you

break down religion, cultures, people, the black and

white, the treaties, the docunentati on, and all

i's human beings |iving and surviving. Isn't that what

And

If you have no one to

t he peopl e

you have
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we're trying to do? Because this is the only earth that

we' re going to have,
this single planet.

VWhen | was in fourth grade,

a notel on the noon. None of us are going to see it.

They were building that in 2004. None of us have heard

how far they got.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How nuch did it cost?

JESSIE I GNACIO None of us are going to have

a plane ticket to that npon, so why destroy this earth

t hat we have? And noney? The Reserve wites notes for

t he Federal Governnent, and that's nobney that's created

out of thin air. You really think we care about this

nmysteri ous noney that cones fromsaid air that we have

to supposedly pay back when the governnent is nore than

$5 trillion in debt? And they want us to think that

we're going to have noney that they're going to create

t hat soneone else is going to pay for? Realistically,

they don't have any noney. W're the ones that are

goi ng to be supporting it. It's backbone off of what?

And hi story always repeats itself. There' s a

lot of trauma in this area alone. Not only for tribes.

There's been suffering for others here. Ranchers have

suffered through hard tinmes as well, getting crops to

grow, water to feed their cattle and graze their herds.

the only life that's sustai nable on

t hey were buil di ng
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You take what they have now away fromthem how are they

supposed to survive as well?
We coul d go back and on and on about this

traumatic tinme in history that everyone seens to have

forgotten about places |Iike Sheridan, Mles Cty,

Forsyth. Who do you think those towns are naned after?

Sheri dan massacred and tried to anni hilate the Navaj os
and worked his way up here.

Mles City fought at the Little -- well,

Mles, General Ml es fought, supposedly, at the Little

Bi ghorn Battle and | ost. Forsyth was charged with the

entire Sand Creek nassacre and was only given 14 years,

to have this later acquitted and exoner at ed.

You think we like living here as it was? Look

at us still surviving here as it is. The governnent

spits in our face and they -- these are nen who tried to

kill the |Indian, save the man. There was an order out

for a kill all order on every single Native American.

And if we can survive that, | think we'll be better off

wi t hout this, when before we didn't have a voi ce.

We didn't even know English. W didn't even

know how to wite. W m ght not have cone that far, but

with the education that you've given us, we mght even

be able to beat you at your own gane, wth education

i ke you provided us here today. That's what | want to
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| ook forward to.

What you've done is traunatized us so nuch

that we have this dark hole period. You think we wanted

to be al coholics and drug addicts with this boardi ng

school experience? W were gui nea pigs, hansters. See

iIf we can educate them Take away their entire way of

living, culture, our entire existence of our | anguage,

our own religion.

Yes, we have a religion, and it's a spiritual

one, connected to this earth. Wy do you think we fight

so hard for what we believe in? Because it's all around

us. We have cerenopni es the way an average person woul d

go to church. W pray to the sane God that created all

of us here. And to take everything that we've ever

known away fromus and |l eave us with this cod liver oil

with 14 percent alcohol in it that Sioux Indians and

Cheyennes woul d drink thensel ves off of because you took

away our entire rights as a human bei ng.

Last | checked, God was the only one all owed

to judge any man and deemthemto be dead or alive. But

here in Sand Creek, you have sol ders paradi ng around

wi th human body parts and genitalia, whole bodies as a

badge of honor. And at the Fort Robinson, you have

children's and infants' skulls used for bullet pouches,

infants used for target practice.
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08:47:20 W still celebrate that run, as hard as it is

08:47:22 to go back there, and run 400 mles every year from

08:47:27 Nebr aska t o Mont ana. W're still here, and | want to

08:47:32 send t hat nessage. I just went to Rosalie [phonetic]

08:47:35 Bad Horse's reception, and she graduated fromLa Sall e
08:47:39 Uni versity. I hope that others can follow in her
08:47:45 f oot st eps, because | had a person tell ne they're not

08:47:50 going to listen to you unl ess you have a degree.

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

08:47:53 But | stand here as evi dence. I don't even

08:47:56 10 have a hi gh school diploma. And how many peopl e besi des

08:48:01 11 me? But what | do have is know edge, and | w |

08:48:03 12 continue to learn nore about this. And what | have
08:48:09 13 | earned is actual facts on the coal conpani es.

08:48:32 14 Coal, from 2003 to 2012, it's negative

08:48:40 15 12. 7 percent. And that's supposed to be change. I n
08:48:46 16 2013, it was 4.8 percent. And a thousand negawatt hours
08:48:54 17 it takes to generate is at 1,514,043, for a total

08:49:02 18 percent of 37.4. Wen you have wnd, that's at a

084910 19 [ thriving 19.1 percent and only takes a hundred and forty
08:49:14 20 [ thousand ei ght hundred and twenty-two t housand negawatts
08:49:21 21 an hour to generate. Solar in 2013 was at 141 percent,
08:49:32 22 conpared to what it was at 2004, at 200 percent. It nmay
08:49:41 23 have declined, but it's still in the hundred percents,
0g:49:44 24 | whereas 2013 for coal was at 4. 8.

08:49:52 25 That's the future. And there's a man naned 71
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Henry Red C oud teaching the Sioux Native Anericans

sol ar panel i ng,

what these corporations are doing to us. W're just

gi ving them noney that we're not seeing,
as it is.
Why woul d we want to |live off the governnent

after what they've done to us? Sign here, we'll give

you education, healthcare. W were given bl ankets with

chi cken pox and all these diseases that nearly killed

us. In the 1400s there were 500,000 tribes, and that's

dwi ndl ed down to maybe 100, 000 because of that. They

said, Sign here, and we'll let you live in peace.

And ny husband was going to get up here and

and they're thriving if we can take away

living off them

say this, but I"'msorry, |I'lIl beat you to this. W've
al ready been stripped of our land, and nowit's going to
be taken fromright under us for what's going to | ast
maybe five years, naybe not even that if you can't even
get anyone to buy it.

Here's nme as a tribe right now I own what

' m standi ng on, and you think you' re going to cone in

here wiwth a bl anket and nake ne fall under it wthout
seeing it? | don't think so.
That's all | have to say. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.
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Qur next speaker is Barbara Braided Hair.

BARBARA BRAI DED HAI R: Good eveni ng. My nane

is Barbara Braided Hair, B-a-r-b-a-r-a, B-r-a-i-d-e-d,

Ha-i-r.

But ny real nane is Mtse' eoo'e. It means

Sweet G ass Wnman. | grew up on the Tongue Ri ver, and I

recogni ze you. So wel cone back. | recogni ze you.

And the last tine we talked, | gave you a |i st

of people, which has a |list of people that had

honesteaded in that area that Mnte was tal ki ng about.

My grandfather was a scout for the U S. Arny, and there

was 46 of themthat were prom sed | and to honestead, and
m ne specifically is in the Hangi ng Wonan Creek area,

whi ch, unfortunately, was because of a tragedy. My

grandnot her's buried there. She hung herself there.

She was tired of being noved. She was tired of running.

It's always that fight and flight feeling. And we still

have it. Still, unfortunately, because of the

generational traunma, we've passed that on. Just |ike we

passed on the brown of our eyes and you the blue of your

eyes. You've passed on different things that maybe

sonetimes you don't want to, but in our case we passed

on that, that fight or flight.

So when ny grandnot her hung herself there,

they buried her there. And we go back and we feed her
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because we' ve never forgotten. My grandnot her Grace

Strange OM, who's Tohtoo'a'e, her nane was A Prairie

Wnan, and it's been docunented, if you | ook back in

your history there, the docunents you have,

agai nst the railroad. She al ways told ne, never forget

about it.
And she would cry when she would tell ne
stories of when they forcibly took A d Man C ubf oot,

tied himon a buckboard, and they took himacross the

river, and they said we're going to take this | and.
We're going to have your land for 25 years. Here's $25.
And t hat was supposed to be rent for 25 years.

And then we -- later on we found out that the

ranchers here, the ones that were settled here, that

wer e noved across off the reservati on, becane our

concentration canp here, they were noved off. At the
sane tine, they were gi ven $3, 000.

So here on ny card you'll see | have --
I've -- ny organization is the Northern Cheyenne

Honmest ead Descendant. And probably all of us here in

W all are descendants

My famly

this roomare part descendants.

fromthose famlies, where we were lied to.

was lied to and the | and was taken fromthem

So | handed you that list, and it's probably

in that stack of papers somewhere in your office where

she spoke up
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the list still is there. We're still here and we still
have that land to claimand it's not going to go away.
So |l really encourage you to look into that and really

research that part, because you'll find in that history

that is kind of tucked away i n your drawers sonewhere,

there's still that history there.

So today | cone to you to ask you to really

|l ook into that and really research that part, because

I'"'mgoing to be the first-tine grandnot her. | have a

grandson coning. That's ny child' s child. And ny

gr andnot her al ways sai d, Never forget, because one day

you're going to be a grandnother. One day you're going

to want to be back on the | and that was proni sed to your

famly and to the other famli es.

We had honesteads fromMles Gty all the way

i nto Sheridan, and she woul d nane those pl aces and the

people. And she renenbers them And if she would have

been here today, she probably woul d have stood up again

through an interpreter and said, No railroad. W have

our land there. W have famly there. W have our

| oved ones buried there.

So again, take that list out. | encourage you

to really look at that and see what we can do to work
i ssue.

toget her to resol ve that

Thank you. 75
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JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Steven Little Bird.

STEVEN LI TTLE BI RD: My nane's Steve Little
Bird, L-i-t-t-l-e, B-i-r-d.

I guess I'mthe right person to speak on

trying to build a coal m ne and railroad. In 1967, |

went to work at Col strip. | worked for a conpany call ed
Long Constructi on and operated heavy equi pnent. I was
in really good health when I went down there. I wor ked

down there for nmany years. Always in good health.

Later on, when we noved to -- they called
it -- Section 29, | operated a road grader, and | was
usually the first person into the area. I made what

they called a scribe line. And sonetinmes | worked from

m dnight till 8:00 in the norning, and | disturbed

ground over there. I never really knew what was in that

ground. It could have been old graves, sonething of

t hat nat ure.

These rocks that you see here, with -- Dee

H ghwat er [ phonetic] and I, we used to be on the

denol i tion. What we did is we drilled holes into the

ground. W drilled holes into the sand rock and we bl ew

themup so that the drag line could conme in and nove

that dirt and go over the coal.
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W& noticed these drawings. |It's been quite

sone tine ago. And we didn't drill or we didn't

any of that up, but we brought it up to our superviso

and as a result, they brought these picture draw ngs

her e.

I guess what |I'mtrying to say is that, you

know, | earned a good |living working for the coal mn

that there's no doubt about that. | always enjoyed

receiving a big hefty check every two weeks. And whe

bl ow

r,

up

e,

n |

was in good health, you know, that -- it boosted ny way
of living. | could conpete with M. Smth and
M. Jones, you know. | had -- at one tine | had, lik

seven vehicles and ny home was properly furnished.

But over the years, as | worked in Colstrip

ny health began to degenerate, and in 1993 | had a

stroke. Wy, | don't know. As | got better, in 1998

was di agnosed with |lung cancer. You know, when | was

out there in the mne, | ended up at the coal shovel.

We'd pick up the coal and we'd dunp it into these big

hunungous coal haul ers. | would take a shower down
there at Colstrip and wash all this black dust off of
nme. | would come hone, | would take anot her shower,

this coal dust would still wash off of ne.

Well, as | battled |ung cancer, they

di scovered that ny lungs weren't quite |like they were

e,

and
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supposed to be. And this was all fromthe coal dust.

You can't see that coal dust. W're down there and

we're in these big machines. W pick up this coal and

this coal dust flies. Even t hough we're in an encl osed

area, this coal dust still gets into our system This

cancer alnost killed ne. You know, |like I was saying, |

was pretty healthy.

And | noved away from here. You know, | grew

up over in Ashland, along the banks of the Tongue Ri ver.

I'd go with nmy grandnot her and ny grandfather. And we

enjoyed life. | used to go with ny grandpa. W used to

wor k for those ranchers with their odd jobs to earn a
l'iving, but we al so had gardens and we'd haul water from
the Tongue River. W hauled it by hand. W had a

pretty good-sized garden.

And the water was cl ean. W used to swmin

that water. Today they always say don't drink that

wat er . Don't swminit. Wiwy? | don't know It's al

these chem cal s and everything that we've uncovered that
we' ve di sturbed the | and.

You know, |I'm proud of ny heritage. ' mvery

traditional. As a young nan, when | was just 15 years

old, | danced in a Sun Dance. | belong to the Native

Anerican Church. | go to sweats. |'m a descendant of

Little Wl f, and he brought us back here to our
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09:03:21 honel and.

09:03:22 You know, ny uncle M ke was saying we believe

09:03:27 in our traditional ways. But |I've also |lived anbng your

09:03:33 wor | d. | lived in Phoenix for six years. I know what

09:03:41 it'"s like to conpete with you peopl e. I worked in

09:03:45 Washi ngton, D.C., for a year. I worked for Lucille
09:03:50 Dawson at Smthsonian. And |'ve seen what it is back

09:03:57 t here. It's always hurry, hurry, hurry. Never take the

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

09:04:01 tine to snell the roses.

09:04:07 10 And | agree with nost of these people that
09:04:09 11 spoke. You know, Wally McRae over there, whenever he
09:04:15 12 had an injured cow or sonething that -- and he's al ways
09:04:20 13 been a good nei ghbor to us. Luke Col e [ phonetic] over
09:04:24 14 here, they've al ways been good nei ghbors. Wlly, he
09:04:27 15 used to cone over and tell nmy dad and ny uncle that he
09:04:31 16 had a cow that broke a leg, he'd give it to us. So we'd
09:04:34 17 go down there and butcher it. H's cows were healthy
09:04:37 18 because they fed on good grass.

09:04:43 19 You know, us Native Anericans, we've gone
09:0447 20 | through quite a bit, but us Native Anericans have hel ped
090451 21 | you people. Novenber 2nd, 1942, when the United States
09:04:58 22 got involved in Wrld War |1, they nmade their first

09:05:03 23 | andi ng Novenber 2nd, 1942, in North Africa, not one

09:0507 24 | single man wanted to carry that Anerican flag. M dad

090514 25 volunteered to carry that flag, United States. As a 79
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result he got shot three tines, but he survived. So

we' ve done a | ot.

The Navaj o Nation, the Conmanche Nati on,

different tri bes have been code talkers to help us wn

Wrld War 11. And yet we always get the bottom end of

t he sti ck.

When | was wor king down there in Colstrip,

whenever they had a layoff, it's always |lay the Indian

off, and that was ne. | always got laid off. Later on

they' d call ne back. |'d go back to work.

So you guys have the power to stop this

railroad and that's all we're asking. W don't want

that. You might think that I would be for it, since |

earned a healthy living down there in Colstrip, but I'm

not. This has done a | ot to deci mate our peopl e here.

It's not going to do us any good.

A lot of people that are going to work there

are probably not going to be Cheyennes. All of them

people living in Colstrip, a majority of them about

95 percent of them nobst of themare from North Dakot a,

Sout h Dakota, M nnesota, sonewhere else. They're not

nati ves here. But they cane in here to |live over there
and work over there. They don't know. They don't know
our way of life here. You guys don't know. And yet you
control this.
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So |'mjust saying, you know, we don't need

it. It's not going to hel p us. It's not going to

benefit our tribe, because they're going to treat all

t he Cheyennes the sane way they treated nme down there.
Whenever

it's tine to |l ay sonebody off, who are they

going to lay off? They' re going to lay off the Indians.
They m ght hire us to nmake thensel ves | ook good, but

that's not it. They're always going to | ook out for

their own first. So please, don't do it.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we're just going to take

a quick break so our court reporter can just stretch her
|l egs for a nonent. Just give us a quick two m nutes and
then we'll continue on with the rest of our speakers, if

t hat' s okay.
Thank you.
(Break.)
JENNI FER PI GGEOTT:

Ladi es and gentl enen, we're

going to go ahead and resune our neeting with the next
speaker.

LaVonda Br ady.
her .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let ne go get

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you.
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So while we're waiting on LaVonda Brady,

after LaVonda Brady is Curtis El kshoul der. I don't know
i f he cane back or not.
And then after Curtis El kshoul der i s Aval ee

Littl e Whirl wi nd.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You had nenti oned t hat

when the |ist of speakers have gone through there wl|l

be tinmne for all the folks to say nore. Still have tine
for that?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: LaVonda Brady?

LaVONDA BRADY: Yes. M nane is LaVonda

Brady, B-r-a-d-y. And ny real nane is Wionan St ands on

Land. I"'mhere today -- |I'"'mhere today -- it's really
enoti onal, because you're on ny |and, and the things
t hat you guys are going to do to our |and, to our
people, we'll never be the sane. W don't know if we
w1l exist.

W are just a small tribe. Many things have
happened. No one cane to help. You look at Colstrip
when they first started building the plants. Suicide

rate went way up. Alcoholism drugs cane to us. No one

cared. W would get harassed fromthe white peopl e,

white children from Col strip. They would conme flying
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t hrough our roads here and turn around and go back out.

Most of the people still wal ked. There were a | ot of

children on the street, old people.

Many t hi ngs have happened. I worked for the

anbul ance service, so | seen a lot. There were people

out in the hills, white people. They were doi ng drugs,

dri nki ng. It's i ke no one had no control over it. No

one cane to give aid. W didn't get any nore noney for

anything. W just had to deal with what we had. And
it -- it"s not going to change.

When | grew up, | lived in Ashland for a
whil e, and then we went back to Lane Deer. That is
where | started | earni ng about our people, our
traditional |aws, our way of life. My grandf at her, he
would take ne to So'taa' eo' o neeti ngs, because | was
supposed to be a sister to the societies. So | becane

famliar with our traditional |aw
A lot of the things that had happened to the
peopl e, they tal ked about the aid that the governnent

was supposed to give. Wiere are we in this whole

scenari o? W are always the |last ones to know. W

do -- people don't cone and tell them hey, this is what

we're -- we want to do. You' re already here and you're

already telling us that there's no alternative, that

this is sonething that has to be done. No, it doesn't.
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W |ive here. W will |ive here forever. This is our

honel and. This is sonething that we, we acquired

because of you people comng into the United States.

gave up our | ands.

Where is Congress? Were is the Secretary of

the Interior? They are supposed to be here when things

li ke this happens. They're supposed to speak for us.

Because we're not famliar with their ways and neither

are you.
|"ve read sone of the posts that were witten

about how we were trying to feed people to cone in.

That's -- | can't believe that. You know not hi ng about

our people. W know sonet hi ng about you. W' ve gotten

assim | at ed. So we're aware of the way you do busi ness,

and that's not good.

One of the things that our people, their

Is based is being on honest -- honesty, truth, never to

steal, never to cheat, never to lie. That is the

sequela to killing people. But when people like this

cone in, they can say anything. They will try to make

t hi ngs | ook bad.

United States and Canada. There's genoci de, cul tural
genoci de, and that's what's going to happen here. It
al ready has. Because of the school systens. Has

anybody come to our aid? No.

We

lives

And you | ook at what's going on in the
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This is your making. This is what you want

our people to do, is to becone |ike you, and we can

never becone |i ke you. Look at ny skin. Look at your
skin. Do you think you'll ever wear the color of ny
skin? No. Do you think I'lIl ever wear the col or of
your skin? No.

I don't know what is so inportant about this
railroad or the coal. W all know what it does. You
read it in the news all the tine. You find out how bad
it is. And no one, no one has ever stepped up to -- has

anybody said, okay, this is what we're going to do if

t hi s happens or that happens? No.

What we see on newspaper, you know, that we're

trying to entice people to cone in just because we're

f eedi ng, you don't know anyt hi ng about our people.

That's one of the things that we do. W feed peopl e.

No matter what we do, we always feed people. That's

honori ng and respecting people. That's our culture.

It's been with us for -- since the dawn of tine. That' s

a part of our culture. That's our way. And when you

tal k about our people that way, you have no respect.

You have no honor in what you're doing. You just want

to cone in and tell us what to do, what choices that we

have.

Why has it cone to this point already?

l\k)oneB5
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has ever really cone and tal ked to us, not even the

tribal council. And |l -- it really appalls ne that

peopl e think that naybe we're dunb and st upi d. But we

have sonet hi ng over you. W' ve been assim | ated and we

know about you, but you know not hi ng about us.

And | amthe fifth generation descendant of

Little WOI f. Little WIf used to attack rail roads. He

dismantl ed them W still feel the sane way. Third

generation, they were fighting coal devel opnent. M

gr andf at her fought coal developnent. | was there. W

went down when ARCO cane and they fought him and they

had a standoff. | was young.

As for nme, you know what ny grandfather wanted

me to be, a society sister. That's forever when you

actually becone that, but | -- they started teaching ne.

I know about our history. The history with the white
people, it hasn't ever been any good. It's never been
any good.

And now you cone to us today and say that we

don't have a choice? No, we have a choice. W don't

want it. You guys are going to have to take it down.

You're going to have to go | ook for sonewhere else to

go. You have to fly it over, fly it. You're going to

get all of this npney, okay, use a plane, fly it out of

here. But not here, not around here. You're not goirm]86
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to touch our | and.

| don't care what it takes. But nobody's going to do

that train and nobody's going to do coal devel opnent.

You don't even realize what's down there, and

you don't even know -- you guys claimthat you' ve done

ElIS. Oay, why isn't it nmade sinple for people to

under stand? Wiy don't they go house-to-house and

expl ain what's goi ng on?

We al ready know. My grandfather already told

me about this land. They say this land it's (speaking

in native | anguage), it neans it's powder. Any

nmovenent, it will always shift. And the Harp

Bar echum [ phonetic], they did -- they went and tested

the soil. They went through the whole |and, the water.

It's going to affect our water table. W're not going

to have any water. W're not going to have any good

wat er . If that's -- if they already did their studies,

why didn't they find that? O do they just pick and

choose what they want to use and what they think is

going to nake it passed?

You have a lot of -- there's --

tal ki ng about Oter Creek, Sioux cane over and they say

sone of this land is theirs. Have you ever consi dered

that? Have you considered anything el se? Wo el se?

Who are the tribes mght have a say in this area?

Because we're going to fight for it.

when t hey were
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09:30:40 Al'l these | ands have been prom sed, and they

09:30:44 keep breaking them and they'|l|l nake another one until we
09:30:46 cane up with this reservati on. But even Bearcoat, they
09:30:52 went and staked it off, and it was supposed to be al nost
09:30:55 the size of Montana, what we own. And before that it
09:30:59 was several states. And each one, they woul d pass, they
09:31:05 woul d prom se.

09:31:11 So | don't know how you guys could even begin
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09:31:13 to think of, you know, com ng in here and doi ng things.
09:31:17 10 You need to do your research. You need to find out who
093123 11 | you need to be speaking to. It's hard on us.

09:31:27 12 Culturally, woman aren't supposed to be up here sitting
0931:30 13| talking. And it shames us, it brings us shane, but we
09:31:34 14 have to be forced into doing this. Because if we don't
09:31:40 15 do it, you're going to pick up and | eave. And what does
093145 16 | that do to us? It's alnpst like it's a done deal.

09:31:51 17 You guys are the ones that are always calling
09:31:53 18 the shots, telling us what you want from us, or what
093158 19 [ you're going to do to us, or what you're going to do to
09:32:01 20 our land. You people nay be able to nove around. You
09:32:06 21 can pick up fromone place and nove to another. You can
09:32:09 22 go to another country and it doesn't nean anything to
093212 23 | you. But we have lived here for so | ong, generations.

093210 24 | We fought all the time. You |ook at Custer battle, has

093225 25 | that ever been settled? No. Wen Congress wanted to d%s
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term nati on, Republicans, they put it out there and

there was an article in there. It's never been settl ed.

And yet you guys keep comng in and trying to say you're

going to do this and do that. You can't. Because this

i's our honel and.

You have people thinking that you can cone in

here and do it. No, you can't. How about |let ne take a

bul | dozer and go t hrough your house, and | say |'m goi ng

to do that. Wat would you do? You would call the | aw

enforcenent. You'd call everybody. And | ook at what
you guys are doing to us. This is our honeland. W nay
live in houses, but we still nove around. W still do

our cerenoni es. Qur cerenophnies aren't done in town.

They go all the way to Bear Butte. Sone people wll go

down to Ckl ahoma. Do you even know? No, you don't.

Because you guys think that you can cone in here and

tell us what to do. You can't.

For once | would like to see the Secretary of
Interior here. That's their obligation to the Indian
people. And yet we sit here before you. Wy isn't

it -- should it be -- you should be sitting before us.

This is our |and, you' re on our reservation. It's kind

of flipped, but that's what you want people to believe.

Those corporations out there, that's what they want you

to believe. W have to go to them W have to answer

89

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




09:34:23

09:34:30

09:34:32

09:34:37

09:34:44

09:34:49

09:34:54

09:34:56

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

09:34:59
09:35:04 10
09:35:07 11
09:35:10 12
09:35:15 13
09:35:17 14
09:35:24 15
09:35:27 16
09:35:28 17
09:35:31 18
09:35:34 19
09:35:37 20
09:35:41 21
09:35:49 22
09:35:55 23
09:35:58 24

09:36:01 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

to them No, we don't.

At sonme point we have to settle this and it's

got to be done soon, because I'mtired of it. I"mtired
of running. I'mtired of not having a future to | ook
forward to, to live quietly. ' mgetting ol d. ' m
57 years ol d. I have grandchil dren. | have two nobre on
t he way.

We don't even have -- our governnent isn't

even stable. W don't have stable housing. W get

prom sed a ot of things and it never really happens. I
found out that ny house, they did not use any buil di ng
codes. I bought that house fromHUD. A |ot of houses
are |li ke that way around here. There was a deci si on,
they said they cannot build houses wth foundations or
basenent s because the ground noves so nuch, it shifts so
much.

You put that railroad in over there, that
vibration is eventually going to get here and it's goi ng
to start shifting and novi ng everythi ng around. Do you
think it's going to be safe for us to live here? No.
When you guys naeke that railroad, you're practically
sentenci ng us to deat h. | don't know if you understand
that. | don't know if you know what that nmeans. O is
it so much that they've got you guys talked into that

everything is okay and that we're going to do it 90
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state to do wel fare, whatever nedical care, all

09:36:33

09:36:37 stuff. It's supposed to be through the Federal
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09:36:40

anyways? There is so nuch that you don't know about and
everybody just goes along with it. Wy? Because of
noney. We don't really know anythi ng about nobney. Sone
peopl e do. Unempl oynent's really high over here. Not
very many peopl e work here. But we're okay with that.

We barely survive. They nake pacts wth the

this

Governnent, not state. Every tinme it seens like we're

09:36:45 10 always trying to get geared to go through the state, no,

093647 11 | we can't go through the state.

09:36:50 12 We are a tribal governnent. W have

09:36:52 13 sovereignty. And you guys should be working through the

09:36:54 14 Secretary of Interior and Congress, not through

t he

09:37:00 15 state, not through some corporation. You have viol at ed

09:37:07 16 our rights. If you want to do anything, go through them

09:37:15 17 and tell them what you want. Not com ng here and com ng

09:37:19 18 t hrough t he back door, because that back door don't

09:37:21 19 wor K.

09:37:29 20 Now, if people cry |Ioud enough, yeah, it
09:37:31 21 probably wi |l happen. You' re going to have to use the
093733 22 | front door. And |I'm sure that people don't want to put

09:37:37 23 up with it, because this is our hone. This is where we

09:37:42 24 live. W can't pick up and nove. W don't want to. W

09:37:46 25 lived here for so | ong.
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My grandfathers, yeah, a |ot of them our

relatives, they died for this land. They nmade their

trek back from Ckl ahona. My grandparents were

Wkana [ phonetic], ny great-great-great-grandparents.

Little Wolf, Braided Hair, Kills Night. A lot of these

peopl e, everybody, their famlies had to wal k back.

Caval ry was chasing themduring the wintertine. They

| ost people. But they nade it back here. And now you

want to cone and do us in because, basically, that's

what you're going to do.

I don't know, | just -- | cannot understand
you people. | don't. And | don't think I ever wll.
Because ours -- |life conmes first. Love and | and, they

al ways cone first. Qur blood is our life. Wman are

really inmportant here, because they're the givers of

life. Men, they speak for us. And then if you guys

really want to do sonething, you need to follow that.

Don't bring shane to our people. W're having to

force -- we're being forced to cone and tal k. But wonan

is inmportant to them because they raise the children.
They take care of the hone.

And | don't like -- |1 don't like feeling |ike

t hat way. | don't |ike being degraded that way. I f you

want to talk to anybody, you cone and talk to our nen

folk. There is a process that you take with that too.
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So maybe you guys need to start fromthe
begi nni ng because this probably isn't going to count.
You're dealing wwth a nation. W have sovereignty.

This is a country. There's federal laws to foll ow

| think it's tinme that you guys started foll ow ng that,

because | don't think these wonen here would want to be
shaned that way if they were a part of our tribe.
You bring a | ot of shane to our people.

Assimlation is still going on. This today what we're

goi ng through, this is assimlation.

going on all over the world, even in Canada. They j ust

got through doing an investigation, and theirs was --

And

You | ook at what's

they found that to be cultural genocide. Today that's
what you're doing to us. | don't appreciate it. But we
try to nmake room But why should we make roon?

I want to thank you for your tine and | hope

that you really wll strongly consider

and how you're doing it. Your nethods aren't ours. W
don't have to foll ow your nethods. It's tinme that you
start follow ng ours.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Next speaker is Curtis El kshoul der.

Qur next speaker is Avalee Little Wirlw nd.

what you' re doi ng

93

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




09:41:51

09:42:04

09:42:08

09:42:12

09:42:15

09:42:19

09:42:24

09:42:30

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

09:42:35
09:42:42 10
09:42:48 11
09:42:51 12
09:42:57 13
09:43:01 14
09:43:07 15
09:43:12 16
09:43:15 17
09:43:20 18
09:43:25 19
09:43:30 20
09:43:34 21
09:43:38 22
09:43:43 23
09:43:51 24

09:43:59 25

Meeting 2-6.11.15

Qur next speaker is Lori C ubfoot.

LORI CLUBFOOTE: My nane's Lori C ubfoot. M

I ndian nane is Ve keseha'e for Wonan. And this is ny

grandbaby. [|I'mraising him

And ever since | heard about this railroad,
li ke five, six years ago, | was always against it,
because | want ny grandbaby to have a hone. He's still

got a lot of years. Sixty, 70 years from now, | want

himto be able to call this his hone. And I just want

you to | ook at himand think about himthat way.

I don't think I'll ever get to see his father.

His father's in prison, probably forever. And his nom

ny daughter, she's a teenager, and she's still got a

life goal, and I want her to go back to school and --

but | just want you to know that |I'm a young grandnot her

and | ' mraising ny grandbaby, and I want himto be able

to cone hone whenever he wants.

W |live on a ranch, the Robi nson ranch, and

when you wake up really early in the norning, |ike 5:00,

5:00 o'clock, he gets up real early, | cone outside and

have a cup of coffee and sit with him The sun's just

comng up and it's very beautiful down there. And

sonetinmes | see deer roamng in the yard, ducks, geese.

There's cows out there, horses. And | just want to

al ways be able to live that way. | grew up in the
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country. | didn't grow up in the city.

And | want you just to inagine you sitting
here and there's a railroad next to you. Like, |I'm
sitting here and you're sitting here and there's a

t here. I

rail road car just want you to know that |

my grandson to have a hone. [

want

m t he only one that worKks

inny famly. My husband's going to soon be getting a
job. And ny paycheck's $600 every two weeks, 80 hours,
and | got rent to pay, lights, phone. And | want to
teach ny grandson to work, but I also want himto know
our cultural ways.

Anyway, thank you for com ng here listening to
us, and | didn't get to speak last tinme we had this, but
t hank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Tiri Brien.

Qur next speaker is Susan Little WlITf.

Okay. I s there anyone who has not provided an
oral comment that would |li ke the opportunity to provide
an oral coment this eveni ng?

LORRAI NE WATERS: | do. I'mjust going to be
brief. | have a grandson out there.

My nane is Lorrai ne Waters [ phoneti c]. | grew
up in Kirby, Busby, and |I |live here. 95
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As an elderly Northern Cheyenne woman |iVving

here in Lanme Deer, |'m opposed to the Tongue R ver

Rai | road Conpany constructi on and operation of the new

railroad |line in southeastern Mntana. | pray that the

Nort hern Cheyenne comments are taken seriously, to those

of us who oppose this devel opnent of the railroad and

the coal mning. And | amaware that it is in the

interests of the corporation, of the railroad and coal

conpani es, and not the interests of the Cheyennes.

Because it's all in corporate interest, here in Anerica.

For an exanple, when | went to San Franci sco

on the Antrak, the train would only stop for a m nute

because t he energy conpany -- or the Burlington owned

the tracks and they only had one mnute to get off the

train. So |I'mstanding there, don't throw ne off. I

know you only got one mnute. And if they go over that

m nute, they were fined by the Burlington railroad

That's what | was told. So we -- they had

conpany.

their chairs ready and we threw our bags out and they

hustl ed us off, and off the train we went. And they

went pretty fast too, so ..

But | don't want the i nterference from outsi de

peopl e here. Living here, I |ike how we're living here.

| enjoy being here. So | just want to express ny

interests, ny comments to that if you would listen to
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us, please, those of us that are opposing it.

Good ni ght .

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Was there soneone over on the side that raised
t heir hand?

LI SA LI MPY: Hel | o. Good eveni ng. My nane's
Li sa Linpy [phonetic], and | live in the Birney area,

near the Tongue River. | grew up here and

a veteran. | joined the mlitary in '89. I

in 2008. And one of the big things that -- 1've
experienced life out there in different

country and different states,

| ef t.

countri es,

I'm

cane back

this

but the thing that always

kept nme going forward is ny -- it gave ne peace and
confort, was knowing that | could cone back honme and
that it woul d be the sane.

When you step outside these boundari es,

there's really nowhere you can go to get

sone peace,

but

you can do that here. You can walk out into the hills
and not have to worry about running into people or, you
know, vehicles or whatever, this and that. |If you bring

that railroad in here, we're not going to have that.

It's going to disrupt our whole way of life. W have a
peaceful life. Ganted, it's not wealthy, but we're --
we |like it. This is what we choose. W have |life that
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we |ive because this is the way we choose to live. And
we don't want to be disrupted.

It's nice that every once in a while | can see
t he buffal o out ny backyard, you know, deer, all Kkinds

of wildlife. Coyotes. You bring that railroad in here,

we're not going to have that. | mean, you're running

off the civilization, whatever, for the sake of -- |

don't know what you guys are trying to do. But we need
to keep our land intact. Just |eave us al one.
That's all | got to say.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Is there anyone el se who

has not -- ma' an?

JENNI FER REDFOX SPANG Hel | o. My nane's
Jenni fer Redf ox Spang, J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r, R e-d-f-o-Xx,
S-p-a-n-g.

Thi s past weekend, | and ny husband went to

the Reynolds battle on the other side of Fort -- the

park up here, Custer National Forest, and |I' m wonderi ng

why their -- if any of their representatives are here.

Because we went over -- went up Dow Creek, which is --

the railroad's going to be going by. And we seen a | ot

of wildlife out there, and it's beautiful, beautiful out

t here.
And the one thing that -- | live in Birney

also. | -- and that's going to -- | have grandki ds and
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famly that live in Birney. And that railroad wl|l

I npact our famlies in Birney, since we'll be cl osest

the rail road. But what | wanted to tal k about was our

ancestors, you've been told, have -- cane a | ong ways
for us to be here. And, you know, it's not perfect
her e. You know, we have our internal problens here.

And what | see happening is that we have ot her

resources that we can use to devel op on our reservation.

We have a feasibility study for a new project and that

will provide us with -- you know, and we don't have the

nmoney to do this project. Were the one thing that |
really stand by is that we are a proud peopl e and
along -- when the -- before the white people cane, we
were a proud and respected tribe and we were feared.
And it was a respective fear. It wasn't anyt hi ng but
t hat .

And then the governnent cane and white people

cane and now we |ive the way we live now. W |live by

to

your guys' rules. And we want to becone sel f-sustaining
again, and with that railroad train, that's not going to
be -- is not going to help us achieve that goal.

So if the railroad cones and all the people --
right now the traffic that cones on that road from
Birney to Lane Deer will be even nore. A |lot of
different people will be com ng through there. W have
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nothing in Birney. W don't have a gas station. W
don't have a store. W don't even have a post office.
So if you guys bring that to us, you know, take that

peace away that Lisa was tal king about.

VWhen | first heard about this Tongue River

Rai |l road comng, it was scary. And then the Bakken cane

and all the different people. You know, Ashland' s going

to be inpacted. The Ashl and people all up and down the

Tongue River, the people that |live there will be
i npacted by this railroad.
Back in the '70s, when coal devel opnent was

brought to the people, we fought against it because it

wasn't going to do us any good, and I can't -- the

railroad conming. And our traditions and val ues that we

have here now need to stay here wth us, because our

ancestors fought for us to be here where we're at.

And you bring in that railroad, everything' s

going to change. Qur social life's going to change.

Drugs, nore drugs will conme in. Alcohol, which is

ranpant on our reservation right now, but bringing that

to us will only enhance that.

So when you | ook at and nmake your deci sion,

don't look at it as individuals, but as a people that

live here. And we've lived here for over 100 years.

And t hi nk about us people that are here, the Cheyenne
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Nat i on, our Kkids, our grandparents, and our

grandchi | dr en. " ma grandnot her. | have el even

grandkids. And so we -- | ask you to think about our

generati ons and our future here.

The one thing that | | ooked in your

guys’

ES -- EIS panphlet that you had, nowhere on there does

it say how -- if there's conpensation, are we going to

be conpensated for it? And to ne the whole idea of this

railroad isn't only going to affect the farners that

live up and down the railroad, but also that park. And

l"'mnot sure if the national -- Custer National Forest

was -- is a part of this EIS.

But | guess that's all | wanted to say to you

peopl e that are going to decide -- that are going to

deci de our future and where we're going to go from

t here, because we have no grounds to go. This is it for
us.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone else that would like to

provi de an oral comment this evening?

Sir?

M CHAEL VWH TEMAN:. Good eveni ng,

guys. My

nane i s M chael Witenan, born and rai sed here al

Y 101
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life. Everybody knows everybody here.

You know, the railroad and everything is going

to be real good for everything, right? | see your

crossing there, across the seasoning [phonetic], right?

But only one factor, everything that's going to happen

to everything is that there's going to be a | ot of

death. And |I'mtal king about, you know, our nei ghbors
over here, you know, they're not our allies, but they're
our brothers, you know, too, in sone way, the Crows.

The railroad track cones through there, every

one of those intersections, there's a | ot of death that

happens there. | don't know what, but | know that it

traps those vehicles and it shuts them down and there is

a lot of collisions that happens there.

Those railroad spills that happen takes care
of the -- you know, the spills alone erupts and it takes
care of the environnent, and the environnent that we
wal k on, as a lot of us all know, a ot of us all wal k.

Qur kids wal k. They play around. They're going to be

pl ayi ng around on the -- we all know that our Kkids are

pretty nmuch exploratory people and they' re going to do

what ever they want to do. And get around anyt hi ng

brand-new, they're going to explore it.

So when things happen, are you guys going to

be able to conpensate just |ike the way, you know,
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Lorraine here fromBirney said, all those things that

happened, are you guys going to be able to say, Yeah, we

got cha?

And another thing is that you guys are all

soundboards. Were's the real big dog? How cone he's

not here? How cone he's not sitting over here asking --

answering these questions that we are asking thenf

W're just -- you guys are just here -- you guys are

about ready to go to sleep, aren't you? Because |I'm

about ready to go to sl eep too.

You guys ain't making no difference, where ny

el ders and ny -- are you there going to be affected by

you guys' recordi ng and you guys are going to go back

and say, nman, that's another day? You guys get paid

everyt hing that you guys do, right?

Know what else | can tell you, hey, you know,

we just picked your kid off the railroad track, cone

pi ck hi mup, you know. | see -- | got a lot of friends

that are Crows and | know that they end up havi ng death

on that road.

So either way, are you guys going to be able

to answer those questions, you know? You got our back,

because if you cone on here l|like that way, there's going

to be a lot nore and it goes on the negati ve side, you

know. Nobody else ain't going to say it, but hey, V\/nerh_03
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10:01:04 we get angry, we get angry, and | thank you for

10:01:09 guys' patience. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

10:01:14
10:01:15 comment s.
10:01:15 Sir?
10:01:54
Johnny Cash. No. My nane is Fred Bl ackwol f.

10:02:00

10:02:16
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you

FRED BLACKWOLF: (Good eveni ng. My nane is

When | was growi ng up, | was taught about all

the history about ny people. And they always tal k about

100231 10 | the prophet, the prophet we had. Just |i ke Mbses, he

100250 11 | was gi ven the Ten Commandnents. The prophet said, Do

10:03:02 12 not dig that black rock. He nust have neant the coal.

10:03:22 13 He said, Don't dig for that black rock. Because if you

10:03:33 14 do, everybody's going to go crazy. In ny nenory -- in

10:03:48 15 nmy generation and the ol der generation, sone people

10:03:57 16 still believe in that. So |I''m agai nst digging for the

10:04:08 17 coal .

10:04:23 18 VWhat he neant was when you go crazy, when

10:04:32 19 you're crazy, they don't stop right on the

10:04:37 20 [i ndiscernible]. They stop the mne, and they're

10:04:49 21 killing animals, wildlife, people, destroying the main

10:05:03 22 creatures on earth.
10:05:08 23 God put coal on here for a reason. I
10:05:21 24 believe in digging the coal.

10:05:28 25 Thank you.

don't
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JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comrent s.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to nmake an
oral comment this eveni ng?

FRANCI SCO | GNACI O H . I'"'man enroll ed

tri bal nenber here, and ny nane is Francisco |Ignaci o.

F-r-a-n-c-i-s-c-o0, ny last nane is |I-g-n-a-c-i-o.

But | speak for everybody here today that

al ready spoke their comments to you. And it sounds |ike

to this day, present day, our tribe still suffers from

past hurts, and | would |like to address a si npl e point

across that we do not want or even need a railroad
built.
is --

Thi s proj ect if this project is

approved, it just proves the point that nowadays it's
j ust about good busi ness. But | don't think so. That
doesn't sound |li ke a good business to ne. And that our

voi ces are not heard or even |listened to. The fact is

you do not want to listen nor understand how we as a

tri be feel about our land. W have a way of |life that

makes us rich in spirit, not the way of |ife that nakes

you rich by the | ove of noney, as sinple as that.
Thanks.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Is there anyone el se that

woul d |Ii ke to speak and provide an oral comment this
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eveni ng?

PAULEE SMALL: Hi . My nane i s Paul ee Smal |,

P-a-u-l-e-e, Sma-I-1. | ama nenber -- or ny famly

is the Braided Hair famly and the Kills Night famly.

I ama sixth generation fromChief Little WIf.

And the reason | say that is because we have

stori es handed down that he was one of the first chiefs

and Native Anericans to charge a railroad, and he woul d

attack these railroads -- or the train -- as they cane.

And that's -- |'m sixth. My grandma -- ny aunt tal ked

about how there's her -- there was her, their

grandfather, she's the third, and we're the fourth, but

actually I"'mthe sixth generation.

| sit here again. I was here to testify what
the -- or to comment with DEQ And | was pregnant then,
in 2012, and |I'm pregnant again, and that's anot her

generation that's going to be against a rail road,

because we educat e each ot her. We know our hurts and

our pains that we've suffered through all of the

hi storical trauma, and a railroad is only going to make
it worse.

I know you're here for an Environnental | npact
Statenent, and | want you to realize that we are a part
of the environnent. W are so much a part of it, it's
just as alive as we are sitting here in front of you 106
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today. So when you wite and you consi der everything, |

want you to consider us and what we said here today.

Because it wll affect us, and it's not just going to

affect the plants and the aninals and the water. That

nmeans it will affect us and our |iveli hoods.

There are people here on the reservation that

live off of the | and, that we survive fromdeer neat and

fishing and berries, and we travel through this whole

area and we gat her those things. | want you to realize

that. W are a part of this environnent. And that
rail road, although it is not com ng through Lane Deer,
it will directly inpact us.

There is no way that Ashl and has enough

resources to provide housing for these workers that w ||

cone in to build these -- the railroad itself. They're

going to cone here. They're going to affect

ny peopl e.
And peopl e have tal ked about the Bakken and how greatly

that has affected people in that area. It has reached

t o Mont ana.

Ashland is just right over the hill. W wll

receive major inpacts. And it will make everything, al

of our struggles today, ten tines worse. | struggle --

I noved into -- | lived with ny uncle for quite a while

since | had ny first son. And |I've always felt safe

because there was -- it was a famly unit. And now,
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currently, | have ny own hone, and it's scary. It's

scary to let ny son go out and play when | know t hat

met h and al cohol are very prevalent in our conmunity.

And | had a friend -- | attended the

Uni versity of Montana, and | had a friend fromthe Three

Affiliated Tri bes who are doing the oil, and she's

starting a nonprofit for kidnapped wonen, m ssing

chi | dren. It's a scary, scary, very scary reality for
us that nmy son could be taken even today.

That railroad is not just about the
envi ronnment . It's about us. It's about our future.
It's about ny chil dren. It's about the baby | have

com ng today. | just want you to understand that. I

want it to be in your heart and in your mnd that when

you go through to do the study, it's not just about the

plants, and it's not that they're not living things. W

are too. W depend on this. W are the environnent

t hat you need to consi der.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to provide
an oral coment this eveni ng?

CLINT McRAE: M/ nane is dint MRae,
Cl-i-n-t, Mc capital R little A little E M fan1|fb8

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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and | ranch on Rosebud Creek, downriver from Lane Deer.

I wasn't going to speak tonight, because this
iIs, | think, sonmething that you need to hear, and |I've
been at a coupl e of neetings. But | think there's one
thing that's conpelling with nme, and that is the sense

of history that you've heard tonight.
The Northern Cheyenne history is very sad.

It's tragic. And they have fought with blood to be

where they are tonight. | am not a nenber of the

Nort hern Cheyenne tribe, and I amproud to say |I'm a

nei ghbor because they're nei ghbors of ours.

One of the things that was instilled in ne at

an early age was the inportance of history. There are

pl aces on our ranch and our nei ghbors' ranches that we

all know about and we don't show anybody because we want

to protect them As a | andowner, ny ancestors have only

been buried here for about four or five generations.

The rest have been laid in Scotl and. But it is not | ost

on ne, when | see these sites on our place, when I'm

hor seback, gathering cattle, to know that these are

soneone el se's ancestors. That is not | ost on ne.

So when we were approached by | CF about

cultural resources, as a | andowner group that we put

together, we hired our own attorney, | think they were

l et them on our And109

expecting that we woul d not pl ace.
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10:14:14 we did, but we let themon with conditions. And one of

10:14:18 t hose conditions was that there would be nonitors from

10:14:22 the THPO of fices of the Northern Cheyenne, the Arapaho,

10:14:26 the Sioux Nations, and also the Crow Nation. W would
10:14:30 not |l et them access w thout these people when they did
10:14:33 cone on.
10:14:34 One of the reasons why we wanted to do that is

10:14:36 we wanted to ensure that what they were | ooking at --

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10:14:38 t hat they knew what they were | ooking at. | have

10:14:43 10 nei ghbors that have burial sites on their place. They
10:14:48 11 don't want to show people where they are, but they did
10:14:50 12 show t he surveyors where those burial sites were. They
101454 13 | were not recorded.

10:14:57 14 I know we know of lithic scatters, we know of
10:15:01 15 buffal o junps, we know of stone circles, canpsites,

10:15:06 16 vi sion quest sites, and it is ny obligation as a

10:15:10 17 | andowner, even though I am not a nenber of this nation,
101513 18 | to protect what is there; and we assuned that that would
10:15:17 19 be to -- that would be done and it was not.

10:15:27 20 Janes Wl ksal ong tal ked toni ght about nore

101529 21 | tinme, and the uni que thing about the Colstrip

10:15:34 22 alternative is they found all Kkinds of things. I f you
10:15:36 23 | ook in the docunent, the line of cultural sites that
10:15:39 24 were found is a solid |Iine of dots. | don't care what

10:15:42 25 alternative you look at, and if the tine is going to bello

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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t aken, those sites are going to be the sane no matter
where they are. It needs to have tine to know where
these sites are and, if nothing else, the cul tural
surveys need to be done before an alternative is chosen.
And 120 days -- 120 days is not too nuch to ask.

| amfrustrated with the process, because we
trusted an agency and its representatives to do their
job, and | do not believe they did it. I think it also
needs to be raised that the sane conpany that contracted
for the cultural surveys is the sanme one that is | ooking
at the port in Longview, Washington. So | think there's
alittle bit of disingenuity out there. That is wong.
That is not right. I think they have a | ot nore at
st ake than we know.

But | want it on the record to be clear that
the | andowners in this area want to protect what they
have, it needs to be recorded in the right manner, and,
by God, we're going to see that it's done.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone else that would like to
provi de an oral comment this evening?

M KE SCOTT: My name's M ke Scott, and I'm

here on behalf of the Sierra C ub Beyond Coal carrpaign.111
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That's Mi-k-e, S-c-o-t-t.

I just want to point out a couple of things

very briefly this evening. Over 200 people cane here

tonight. You're in a community of 2,000 people. That's

10 percent of the popul ation. | was just sitting over

there thinking that if this train were goi ng through

Seattle, let's say, that neans 300, 000 peopl e woul d have

turned out. | think that woul d have had an i npact. I
hope this process that you're going through right now

has the sane i npact.

But al so, just so everyone else is aware, it
is not just the 200 people here that are watching right
now. It is mllions of nenbers and supporters of our

organi zati on and ot her organi zations that have their

eyes on sout heast Montana, to nake sure you do your job

and to nake sure you nmake a good deci si on.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Is there anyone el se that

woul d |Ii ke to make an oral coment this eveni ng?

KEN SATTLER: | ' ve al ready spoken, but | can

speak again if nobody el se wi shes to speak who hasn't.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Sir, you'll be our

fi nal speaker this evening.

PAULEE SMALL: | just wanted to add a few

t hi ngs.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016
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KENNETH SATLER: It was Kenneth Sattler,
S-a-t-t-l-e-r. Excuse ne, but I"mgoing to sit down.

You' ve heard a |lot tonight. A |lot has been
directed at you. Thank you for taking that task on. I
know it's not an easy one. A lot of what you heard
tonight didn't pertain to what this neeting was about.
This neeting was about the railroad. It wasn't about
t he m ne.

But the comments you heard, the enotion you

heard, | al so know, doesn't relate to the environnment as
you have to look at it. But | hope you hear what was
sai d, because that's the effect this railroad will have

on this comunity.

The railroad doesn't cross the Northern
Cheyenne reservati on. It's on the other side of the
river, but across, as | said earlier, what used to be
part of the reservation and, as you heard, where there
are sacred sites.

When | | ooked back further at what |
di scussed, the extensions going all the way to M| es
City have twel ve crossings of water, not the eight that
| originally counted. That's just the Colstrip. Wat
is the inpact over all of those tributaries? It's not
mnimal. Any one event can cause a catastrophe, can

cause an environnental hazard, crossing, | believe, tr"?lS

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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many bodi es of water with that
and cul verts.

The anmount of work that
You see it all

repair railroad ties.

i nterstate how often, the railroad ties,

coated i n creosote. What effect does that

process that's bei ng done on the water?
m ni mal effect.

I nentioned ripple effect.
hearing is how that railroad wll
on this comunity, the friends we' ve seen,
us have known t he Cheyenne have, but
ri pple effects are trenmendous.

The i ncreased nunber
ash, coal dust that wl|

anmount of coal be put

air has an inpact. The anount

I ncreased that when they get to their
wll follow along the Yell owstone Ri ver,
direction, east to supply the Mdwest wth coal

to supply China with coal, again, will add coal

into the water and the air
of rail. Does the inpact statenent
Reconsi der it.

Are the people fromthe railroad stil

It's not

cone forth.

| ook at that?

many bridges and trusses

has to be done to
the tinme along the
whi ch are

have as a

a

And what you're
have a ripple effect

and sone of

The

of trains alone and the
into the
of trains that wll be
junction points
goi ng whi chever
or west
dust

of those thousands of mles

her e?

The enotion you' ve heard, the conmments you've heard are 14

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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sonet hing you need to take into consideration. And the
best thing to do would be to drop your proposal, abandon
it, because you have a ripple effect that is huge.

The railroad wll pass four schools that serve
our community. On a w ndy day, what will happen on the
pl aygrounds or in the classroons when all that coal ash,
coal dust -- or not ash, but dust is flying? How w ||l
that affect our kids on the playground?

That train will go through the commnity of
Ashl and or near the community of Ashland. As a teacher,
is it going to wake ny students up at night or early in
t he nmorni ng who al ready have difficult times and nmake it
even harder for themto cone to school or stay awake at
school and be attentive, to get an education they need
and deserve? The trains will disrupt that.

You bring in the railroad and the workers that
wll be needed. You'll create a boom or-bust situation
in Ashland. Ashland is busting right now. Pl aces have
cl osed down. |'ve said to nyself and ny famly, if |
had the noney, 1'd buy sone of these abandoned

properties, because |'m going to make sone noney if this

cones through. But when it's done, it will go bust
agai n. If the m ne doesn't cone through, be going bust.
There will be a ripple effect that the railroad w il

bring if the railroad goes through and the m ne ever 115
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goes t hr ough.

We'll have conflict. We'll have behavi or and

thi ngs that destroy this comunity that has been

affected so terribly by drugs and al cohol .

wi |l have an

effects that

effect on that.

have happened in the Bakkens.

The rail r oad

W' ve seen the ripple

That coul d

happen here. It wll happen here if the railroad goes

t hrough and the rest of the proposals follow suit.
Sonebody nenti oned about sone of the

hi storical events we go on. |"ve been part of the Fort

Robi nson hi storical run of 400 ml es. If this railroad

goes through, we'll literally physically have to cross

the railroad tracks when we do that run, which is just

before they cross back into their honel and of the

reservation.

Thi
enoti on t hat
hi stori cal
save their
still live it
hi st ori cal
be it
trauma effect

reservati on.

envi r onnent al

traunm,

cul ture,

maybe not

That's a sl ap.
S community,

has cone forth,

their

. You' ve heard it,

trauma on them

on t he people
If there is a

stats, |let us

as you' ve heard in al

t hrough their

way of

envi ronnent al ,

That's a slap in the face.
t he
has suffered trenendous

hi story of trying to
life. Many peopl e
the effect of the
The effect of this railroad,
wi || have conti nued
of the Northern Cheyenne
way to tie that into

know. 116
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10:25:32 It's unfortunate -- | nean no di srespect to
10:25:35 anybody here or anybody that's spoken -- but | know
10:25:39 peopl e have gone off track. I know and appreciate you

10:25:42 all om ng people to speak much nore than the three-m nute

10:25:45 limt. Much of what has been said toni ght should have
10:25:49 been said back at the public scoping neetings.
10:25:55 But wth everything you've heard here tonight,

10:25:58 the enotion, as much fact as we can provide, and bottom
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10:26:05 i ne, not much was stated fromthe report, not many

102609 10 | facts were quoted to tie our comments to, not many

10:26:14 11 scientific or environnentally relative facts were given
102618 12 | that may have any weight in your decision, but | hope
102623 13| w th what you' ve heard and what's been asked, especially
102627 14 | with the absence, as we understand it, of sone of the
10:26:32 15 agenci es who shoul d be involved to help represent the
10:26:35 16 Cheyenne, |i ke the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the

10:26:38 17 Secretary of the Interior, those involved in the Indian
10:26:42 18 acts, the preservation acts, the relocation acts,

10:26:46 19 they're not part of the cooperating agencies.

10:26:53 20 Unfortunately, an EI' S neans environnent,

10:26:54 21 agriculture, |and nanagenent. But if you allow, as an
10:27:03 22 alternative or another process to this, if you allowthe
10:27:06 23 ext ensi on of 120 days, what's been said here, what needs

102713 24 | to be done or asked of can be put into facts that can be

102718 25 tied to how the environnent wll be inpacted. 117
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Hopefully there wll be enough said here and

enough you can put into your statenent and words that

the railroad will drop its proposal or you have enough

totie to the environnent, and enoti ons and cul ture are

tied to our environnent, that you give the extension

and/ or then give the proposal to not approve the plan.

There's been a silent partner that | don't

know i f attended the neetings. They' ve been good

nei ghbors, as I know, to many of us here and in this

community, is our Am sh conmmunity. | don't know if

their culture allows themto speak in a forumlike this,

if they have spoken. But you're affecting two maj or

cultures with this railroad, and it wll have an i npact.

So again | thank you for being here. | thank

you for listening to us. I thank ny conmmunity for

allow ng ne to be here. | hope | have not offended

anybody. And | hope sonebody, as nuch as | can say and

what | | earned being here with the Cheyenne, that

sonebody will reach out to you who have been here and

have been the brunt of these comments, that before you

| eave, an offering can be made to snudgi ng. W nean no

harm no bad feelings. These are enbtions you' ve heard
and dealt wth.
And the last thing | want to say is |I've

| earned from ny Cheyenne brother, bottomline is with

118
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the ripple effects of the railroad and all this over

coal, coal is in our Mother Earth to be our filter, to

be the purifier of our sacred water, and its greatest

effect and use and purpose is to be that, to stay in the

ground as our natural filter that the Creator nade and

not to take it out of the ground and take that away from

us and Mot her Earth.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

PAULEE SMALL: | just wanted to add to ny
earlier comment about us being a part of the

envi ronnent .

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Can you state your nane

agai n?

THE W TNESS: Paul ee Small, P-a-u-I-e-e,

Sma-1-1.

I know, | have to be honest, | didn't read the

Draft EIS, but | was told about it, and | feel |ike,

well, a sensitive viewer. | feel like, you know, I'm a

part of the environment, nore than being a sensitive

viewer. |t makes ne wonder, what is your perspective of

us as human bei ngs? Are we not an organic, biol ogical

bei ng? Because that's what we are. W are dependent on

this land. And you are too. Everybody in this entire

119
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10:30:48 room everybody in the entire world is dependent on the

10:30:51 earth. Wy are we not considered in your statenent as
10:30:57 bei ng a part of the environnent?
10:31:00 Because as far as | know, I'ma part of this
10:31:03 wor | d. I'"'ma part of this environnent. And as far as |
10:31:06 renmenber fromin high school and the few coll ege science
10:31:11 classes |I've taken, I'"'ma part of the ecosystem Just

10:31:16 because we may be at the top of the food chain doesn't

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10:31:18 mean that we're not a part of the environnent.

10:31:22 10 So pl ease consider that when you do your EIS,
103126 11 | that we are nore than sensitive viewers. W are organic
10:31:31 12 beings to this earth to be consi dered.

10:31:35 13 Thank you.

10:31:43 14 JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Thank you for your

10:31:43 15 comments.

10:31:56 16 JESSIE IGNACIO Can | say one last thing? |
103158 17 promse I'll be quick. M nane is Jessie |gnacio,

10:32:01 18 | -g-n-a-c-i-o.

10:32:04 19 All I want to say to all of you is that | want

103211 20 | you to take what you' ve heard tonight, take it home with
103214 21 | you, let it relish in your mnd, because | want to

10:32:18 22 know -- as I'msitting here today with these people, I
103223 23| want to know if you'll act on it. | want to know if you
10:32:28 24 really heard us.

10:32:30 25 Drop this proposal. Throwit out. And if yolhq
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10:32:36 do that, you'll have proven to all of us here that

10:32:41 you' ve actually listened to us. And if you don't,

10:32:43 there's nothing further for any of us to say to you. It

10:32:47 w Il just be another broken treaty.

10:32:49 Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

10:32:57
10:32:57 coment s. I will nowturn it over to Ken for a few

10:33:01 cl osi ng coments.
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10:33:06 KEN BLODGETT: Can everybody hear ne? | would
103308 10 | just like to thank everybody for com ng tonight. W do
10:33:12 11 greatly appreciate your input and your participation in
103318 12 | the environnental review process. You can continue
10:33:22 13 provi di ng comments t hrough August 24th at the board --
103326 14| at the project Wb site, tonguerivereis.com or by
10:33:33 15 providing themin witing to the board at our
103334 16 | WAshi ngton, D.C. , address.
10:33:37 17 So wth that, that concludes this neeting. W
10:33:40 18 have two neetings tonorrow in Forsyth, one at 2:00 and
10:33:44 19 one at 6:00. Thank you all.
10:33:47 20 (Wher eupon, the proceedi ng
10:33:47 21 concl uded at 10: 33 p.m)
22
23
24
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