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VEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2015
6:05 P.M EST
ONLI NE MEETI NG
- 000-

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay, | adies and gentl enen.
W'll go ahead and get started. Wl cone to the online
public neeting for the Tongue Ri ver Railroad project.
Qur panel nenbers today are Danielle Gosselin, the
attorney advisor with the Surface Transportati on Board;
Al an Summerville, the project manager with
ICF International, which is the third-party contractor
hel pi ng the Surface Transportation Board with the
docunent; and |I'm Jennifer Piggott, your facilitator and
host of the webi nar today.

In just a nonent we're going to go over the
envi ronnental review process, and then I'll review sone
oral comment ground rules, and we'll begin our public
comment with those individuals that preregistered to

provi de comments at this afternoon or this evening --

dependi ng on your tine zone's -- neeting, and then we
will adjourn today at 9:00 p.m Eastern Tine.
So wth that, 1'll introduce

Dani el l e Gosselin, who is an attorney advisor with the
Ofice of Environnental Analysis, with the Surface

Transportati on Board.
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Dani el | e?

DANI ELLE GOSSELI N0 Thanks, Jennifer.

Good afternoon, and thank you for attending
today's online public comment neeting on the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent for the proposed
construction and operation of the Tongue Ri ver Railroad.

My nane is Danielle Gosselin, fromthe
Sur face Transportation Board's O fice of Environnental
Anal ysi s.

The Surface Transportation Board is a federal
agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on of
interstate surface transportation within the
United States that grants authority for the construction
and operation of newrail |ines and associ at ed
facilities.

The board's m ssion is to ensure that
conpetitive, efficient, and safe transportati on services
are provided to neet the needs of shippers, receivers,
and consuners. |In all of its decisions, the board is
commtted to advanci ng the national transportation
policy goals established by Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or OCEA
is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in
conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal

Envi ronnental Policy Act, or NEPA.
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The underl yi ng purpose of NEPA is to provide
t he deci sion-makers -- in this case the board nenbers --
with informati on that pronotes inforned deci sion-naki ng.
OCEA facilitates this possibility through i ndependent
environnental review of railroad actions which require
t he board's approval.

On Cctober 16th, 2012, the Tongue R ver
Rai | road Conpany filed an application with the board to
construct and operate a rail line fromMles Cty,

Mont ana, to two endpoi nts near Ashl and, Montana. On
Decenber 17th, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany
filed a supplenental application in which it identified
its preferred routing for the proposed |line as the

Col strip alternative, between Colstrip and the Ashl and
ar ea.

The Surface Transportation Board is the | ead
agency responsible for preparing the Draft EI S Four
cooperati ng agencies worked with the board in preparing
the Draft EIS: The Bureau of Land Managenent, the
US. Arny Corps of Engineers, the U S. Departnent of
Agriculture, and Montana state agencies. These
cooperati ng agenci es have deci si on-maki ng authority
i ndependent of the board and are agencies fromwhich the
Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany woul d obtai n separate

approval for permts prior to construction. The purpose

4
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of today's neeting is for the board to receive oral
comments on the Draft EIS from nenbers of the public who
are unable to attend public neetings in the project

ar ea.

The Draft EIS was served and nmade avail abl e
for public review and comment on April 17th and refl ects
OCEA' s anal ysis of the potential environnental i npacts
that could result fromthe constructi on and operati on of
t he proposed rail line.

Public invol venent is an inportant conmponent
in the environnental review process. Qur hope is that
the comments you provide will help ensure that our
office fully addresses the potential environnental
I npacts that could result fromthis project, as well as
appropriate mtigati on neasures.

The Draft EI'S public coment period wll | ast
until August 24th, 2015. After the public conmment
period has cone to a close, CEA wll consider all
comments recei ved and address each comment in the
Final EIS, which will present our final conclusion and
recommendati ons for mtigating possi ble environnental
ef fects.

| ssuance of the Final EIS will conplete the
board's environnmental review process. The board nenbers

will then nake a final decision on the proposed rai
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| i ne construction. I n maki ng that deci sion, board
menbers will consider the entire environnental record,

i ncluding all public comments, the Draft EIS, the

Final EIS, and the OEA' s final reconmmended environnent al
mtigation. No project-related constructi on nay begin
until the board's final decision has been issued and has
becone effective.

Those who have regi stered to speak during this
meeting, which will be recorded by a court reporter
attending the neeting, will be called upon to speak in
the order in which they registered.

Witten comments nay al so be witten to the
board or submitted electronically on the project Wb
site, tonguerivereis.com Al oral and witten coments
w Il be given equal weight in consideration.

I n preparing your comrents, we encourage you
to be as detail ed as possi ble regarding the contents of
the Draft EIS.

I wll conclude ny remarks now and turn the
meeting over to Alan Summerville, who will provide a
little nore infornmati on on the environnental review
pr ocess.

Al an?

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Thank you, Danielle.

Good afternoon. The figure on this slide
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depi cts the environnental review process.

To initiate the scoping process, COEA issued
notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the
public; elected officials; federal, state, and | ocal
agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially
I nt erested organi zati ons.

OEA issued a Draft Scope of Study and held
agency and public neetings to obtain comments on topics
that the EI'S shoul d anal yze and possible alternatives to
the Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany's proposed alignnent.

I nterest ed agenci es and persons were invited
to participate in the scopi ng phase -- the scopi ng phase
by reviewi ng the Draft Scope of Study, submtting
comments in witing and attendi ng scopi ng neeti ngs.

After considering the comments received
t hrough the scopi ng process, the board published a
notice of the Final Scope of Study, or the EI'S, on
March 22nd, 2013.

Thr oughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,
OEA net in person and through tel econferences with
federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.

OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzi ng
potential environnental inpacts of the proposed
Tongue Ri ver Railroad and the reasonable alternatives,

i ncludi ng the "No-Action” alternative.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 2-6.17.15

The Draft EIS al so addresses the i npact of
trains traveling to destinations outside the project
area, which are also referred to as "downline inpacts."”

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:
Transportati on, greenhouse gases and climate change,
noi se, biological, water, fish, cultural and historical,
| and resources, geology and soils, socioecononics, and
environnental justice. Al other resources would
experi ence negligible inpacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA' s prelimnary
recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. These
mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as
potential conditions if the board decides to grant the
Tongue Ri ver Railroad Conpany authority to construct and
operate the rail I|ine.

The Draft EI'S was di stri buted and nade
avai l able on April 17th to interested nenbers of the
public, parties of record, elected officials, tribes,
and appropriate federal, state, and |ocal officials.

OEA provi ded extensive notification through vari ous
means to the project area and downline comunities.

As Danielle stated, the Final EIS w Il
consi der and respond to all coments received on the

Draft EI'S and will include any appropriate changes and
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recommendati ons for additional mtigati on neasures. It
will also identify OEA's preferred alternati ve.
Conpl etion of the Final EIS wll be announced to the

public in a Notice of Availability published in the
Federal Register and by notification to the interested
parties.

At this tine, | would |Ilike to hand the neeting
back over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who w I
go over sone ground rules, and then we could begin to
hear public coments.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: G eat. Thanks, Al an.

W will now begin the oral comrent portion of
today's neeting. Before we begin, | would |like to go

over a few things.

Speakers will be called in the order in which
you regi stered, at which point I wll unnmute your |ines.
A court reporter wll transcri be your oral

comments for use in preparing the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment. Please do not provide any personal
informati on in your comments that you would not want to
see published in the Final Environnental | npact
St at enent .

Pl ease speak slowy and clearly, so that the

court reporter can easily record your conmments. Pl ease

9
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state your full nane and spell it out for the court
reporter and indicate if you' re representing a group or
organi zati on today.

Each speaker will be allotted three mnutes to
speak. You do not have to speak for the full three
m nut es; however, when three -- 30 seconds renains,
wll et you know, and I will also |let you know when
your tinme has elapsed. At that time, we ask you that
you conpl ete your conmments and then nute your line in
preparation for the next speaker.

Qut of respect for others who wi sh to provide
comments, we ask that you pl ease honor your three
mnutes. |If you think you will have nore comments than
you can present in the allotted tine, please nake the
nost i nportant comments first.

The tinmne limt has been set at each and every
neeting to ensure that everyone who wi shes to speak has
a fair and equal opportunity to provide their comments.

If you do not get a chance to voice all your
comments, you can submt themin witing. I f you have a
witten statenent already prepared, you may read it
al oud, and we al so recommend that you submt it as a
witten comment.

Pl ease feel free to provide coments in either

oral or witten form Bot h types of comments are given

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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equal weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this online public neeting allows you
to provide coments that will be transcribed. OEA w |
not answer questions or respond to comments during this
portion of the neeting. CEA Wi ll respond to conments in
the Final Environnental |npact Statenent. This wll
allow as nmuch tinme as possible for nmenbers of the public
to coment.

Wth that, our first speaker is
Jenni fer Gregerson. Let ne unmute your |ine

JENNI FER GRECGERSON: Hel | o.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Are you there?

JENNI FER GRECGERSON: Yes.

JENNI FER PI G&OTT: G eat. You have three

m nut es.
JENNI FER GREGERSON. Okay. Thank you so nuch.
Good evening. M nane is Jennifer G egerson.
That's J-e-n-n-i-f-e-r, Gr-e-g-e-r-s-o-n. I'"mthe

mayor of Muikilteo, Washi ngton, and al so speaking as a
menber of the Safe Energy Leadership Alliance, the

coalition of elected officials fromthe Western U. S.

In your review of the Draft EI'S, | would ask
you to consider the downline inpacts. The newrail |ine
will likely shift coal to West Coast ports, not just the
M dwest. The overseas market is really the main future

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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custonmer of coal, and not the United States.

Shi ppi ng coal overseas neans there w ||
certainly be downline inpacts on the Wst Coast,
including in ny community of Mikilteo, a waterfront
community that is in line with the railroad.

This evening, | want to speak to two specific
categories of inpact: Traffic inpacts and health
concer ns.

There are grade crossings in our town, as well
as t hrough Snohomnm sh County. I n our region, increased
coal traffic neans there will be increased stopped
vehicle and traffic, including the potential for del ays
for emergency vehi cl es.

There's a city to the north of here,
Marysvill e, that has twel ve access crossi ngs which
conpl etely bisect their town. The i npacts to our

transportati on system here in Washi ngton State shoul d be

consi dered as part of the analysis for the rail |ines.
Heal th i npacts are also a concern that | hope
that you could assess as part of the rail |ine analysis.

Qur city has a beautiful waterfront beach and a historic
| i ght house that are i mmedi ately adjacent to the railroad
and are visited by mlIlions of people each year. Like

t he picturesque Tongue River Valley, our |andmark is our

1906 |i ght house park. 12
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Qur community and those mllions of visitors
wll also be inpacted by increased coal train traffic.
When the surfactant on the coal trains wears off, that
dust and the diesel funes fromthe trains in general
could affect the health of people |living near our tracks
and visiting our community. There are no studi es about
the i npacts to health fromthe conbi nati on of coal dust
and di esel funes.

In closing, this newrail line will be a
significant part of the increase in rail traffic through
nmy state. Your organization is the only one that can
ensure that proper investnents in infrastructure and
mtigati on are made. | encourage you to consider the
health and traffic i npacts on downline comunities.

Thank you so nuch.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.
Qur next speaker is Joan Cat hey.
Joan Cathey, C-a-t-h-e-y, are you on the |ine?
Joan Cat hey, are you on the line?
ALI SON JAMESON: It looks to ne as if |I'mon
the |ine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Is this Joan?
ALI SON JANMESON: This is Alison Janeson

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yes. | show you on the 13
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meet i ng.

ALI SON JAMESON: Ch, do you want ne to tal k?

' mnuch farther down.

speaker

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: No. Let nme see if the next
is on, and then I'Il call on you.

ALI SON JAMESON: Ckay.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Ella Smth.

Is Ella Smith on the line?

Ella smth?

Al'l right.

Qur next speaker is Jason O Neil.

Jason O Neil, are you on the |line?

Al'l right. Qur next speaker is M chael Lee.

M chael Lee, are you on the line?

And | currently have |ines unnuted.

M chael Lee, are you on the line?

All right. Qur next speaker is

Al i son Janeson.

m nut es.

ALl SON JAMESON: Ckay. Hel | o.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Per f ect. You have three

ALl SON JANMESON: It's back to nme. kay.

This is Aison Janeson. I'"'ma nenber of the

Hel en Forenman Trust, and |I'm speaki ng on behalf of the

14
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trust. W are in Northern Montana. | personally amin
Ari zona right now.

I am speaking froma position of four
concerns. My area of specialization academcally is
Chi nese studies, and so I'mreally speaki ng about the
downl i ne i npact.

I know that the reason for this railroad |line
is to transport coal ultimtely to China. Chi -- there
is no reason to do this, because China is already
cutting down on its coal, and they are struggling wth

what coal has done to their environnment and what coal

is -- their use of coal is doing to our environnent. So

econonmically, this is a bad note. Environnentally, it's

a bad note.

"' m al so concerned about the cultural and
hi storical danage to tribal |lands in Montana and the
severe econom ¢ damage to ranchl and.

This is -- the projected path of the railroad
iIs going to be cutting through ranchl ands and cutting
off the water supply to the cattle. Sinply paying off
t he ranchers who have been on those | ands for
generations is not going to be an acceptabl e sol ution
for the ranchers.

That's -- on -- those are the points that |

wanted to nake. And as | said, ultimtely, downline it

15
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wll -- that's all | wanted to say.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Thank you for your
comment s.
Qur next speaker is Margaret Cohn, C o-h-n.
Mar garet Cohn, are you on the |line?
Mar gar et Cohn, G- o0-h-n?
Al'l right. Qur next speaker is Anna Lucas.
Anna Lucas, are you on the |line?
And | do currently have all |ines unnuted.
Anna Lucas?
All right. Qur next speaker is
Eric Hal stvedt, Ha-l-s-t-v-e-d-t.
Eric Hal stvedt, are you on the |ine?
Qur next speaker is Kerri Wl enetz.
Kerri Wbl enetz, are you on the line,
Wo-1l-e-n-e-t-z? Kerri Wl enetz?
Qur next speaker is Margi e McDonal d.
Margi e McDonal d, are you on the |ine?
And | do have all |ines unnuted.
Qur next speaker is Eileen Hanchett,
H a-n-c-h-e-t-t.
Ei | een Hanchett?
Qur next speaker is John Smllie,
Smi-I-1-i-e.

John Smllie, or it mght be Smllie.

16
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Are you on the |ine?
Qur next speaker is Emma Kerr- Carpenter.

Emma Kerr-Carpenter, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker is Theodora -- is it Tsongas?

THEODORA TSONGAS:  Yes. I"mon the |ine.

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Okay. You have three
m nut es.

THEODORA TSONGAS: Hi. I'm
Dr. Theodora Tsongas. I"'man environnental health
scientist with 39 years' experience evaluating the
adverse health and environnental inpacts of toxic
pollutants. | represent Oregon Physicians for Soci al
Responsi bility.

We are concerned about the many health ri sks,
in addition to safety risks posed by coal trains.

The Draft Environnental | npact Statenent for
t he proposed Tongue River Railroad is an i nadequate --

I's i nadequate in analyzing how comunities wll be

affected by four full and four enpty coal trains passing

t hrough per week.

While sonme may claimthis coal is destined for

the M dwest, the anount of coal proposed for shipnment by

this railway is precisely the anmount of coal to be
delivered to the proposed Longvi ew coal export term nal

Regar dl ess of where the coal goes, the

17
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communities along the rail lines and near the term nals
wll be adversely affected in the foll owi ng ways.

Each mle-long coal train, with over 100 cars,
Is propelled by four diesel engines, releasing a
signi ficant anmount of airborne pollutants from di esel
engi ne em ssions and coal dust and is related to the
foll ow ng health conditions: | rpai red pul nonary
devel opnent in adol escents; increased cardi opul nobnary
and all-cause nortality; measurable pul nonary
i nflanmmati on; increased severity and frequency of asthma
attacks, enmergency roomyvisits, and hospital adm ssions
in children; increased rates of heart attack in adults;
i ncreased risk of stroke; increased neurodevel opnent al
di sorders, including autism spectrum di sorder, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, and |lowered | Q
i ncreased risk of lung and breast cancer.

Exposure to coal dust is associated with
chroni c bronchitis, enphysenma, pul nonary fibrosis or
pneunpbconi osi s, and environnmental contam nation due to
the | eaching of toxic heavy netals.

In additi on, expected noi se exposure causes
cardi ovascul ar di sease, including increased bl ood
pressure, arrhythm as, stroke, and ischem c heart
di sease; cognitive inpairnent in children; sleep

di sturbance and resultant fatigue; hypertension; 18
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arrhythm a; and i ncreased rates of accidents and
I njuries and exacerbation of nmental health disorders,
such as depression, stress, anxiety, and psychosis.

Frequent long trains at rail crossings wll
mean del ay i n energency nedical service response tines
and i ncreased accidents, traumatic injury, and deat h.

W are dismayed that the board has not
adequat el y consi dered the adverse and cunul ati ve heal th
i npacts that are certain to result fromincreased coal
train traffic in communities along the entire
transportation corridor.

Oregon and Sout hwest Washi ngton are al ready
adversely i npacted, and we object to any further danage
to our air quality that the proposed rail |ine and coal
trains would certainly bring to our communities and to
ot hers.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this evening is
Dow Const anti ne.

Dow Constanti ne, are you on the |ine?

CATHERI NE WOODS: H . This is Catherine, from

Dow Constantine's office. She is still in a neeting and

can speak after four, if that's still possible.

19
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JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: "1l put you at the end of
the list. Those that we haven't heard fromso far wl|l
get a chance again at the end.

CATHERI NE WOODS: Thank you so nuch.

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: No probl em

THE W TNESS: Qur next speaker is
Al exi s Bonogof sky. Al exi s Bonogofsky, are you on the
i ne? Al exis Bonogof sky?

I do have all lines unmuted right now.

Qur next speaker is Jace Byl enga.

JACE BYLENGA: Hello. You got ny nane right.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Ckay.

JACE BYLENGA: Nice job.

My nane i s Jace Byl enga. I work for the
Sierra Cub in Spokane, Washington, and | would like to
echo the concerns raised by Jennifer G egerson,

Al i son Janeson, and Dr. Theodora Tsongas as wel |l. But
al so wanted to nake sure to raise the concerns of the
East ern Washi ngton conmuni ti es near Spokane and, to a
certain extent, communities in North Idaho that are
downline fromthe proposed Tongue Ri ver Rail road.

| " ve been actively working with these
communities for the | ast about five years related to
coal transport by rail, and I can attest to the fact

t hat huge nunbers of people are greatly concerned about

20
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this, the possibility of having their communities turned

Into coal conveyor belts.
One of the major concerns is the coal that
falls off of these trains. An average of 500 pounds of

coal dust per rail car per trip back and forth falls off

of each train. So you multiply that by each train being

110 cars, that's a heck of a lot of coal, and that could

be up to 240 tons of coal dust dunped onto our | ands and

our air and our water every single day fromthis project
al one.

We have found coal in -- fromthe current rai
traffic of only about five or six coal trains a day that
cone through this area -- in the Spokane Ri ver, we find
it on people's patios that have apartnents or hones
right next to the rail line. And it's not good for our
heal t h. It's not good for our safety. It causes, you
know, problenms with | ungs and cardi ovascul ar probl ens.

It al so has been shown to destabilize rai
lines. And if you're shipping nmnuch nore dangerous
things on these rail lines, |ike explosive crude oil,
toxic chemcals |ike chlorine and anmoni a on t hese sane
rail lines, then that -- those potential disasters
caused by destabilized rail lines really need to be
consi dered as wel | .

Al so, the noise inpacts are great to our

21
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communi ti es. I work and live right next to the rail
line personally, and they're already clogged with rai
traffic, and nore trains is just going to be | ouder and
nore disturbing to our comunities. And | can attest to
bei ng woken up in the mddle of the night by trains.

And if they were com ng through constantly with nore
Increased train traffic, that's a factor that really
needs to be mtigated as well.

If you' re not famliar with the regi on over
here bet ween Spokane, Washi ngton and Sandpoi nt, |daho,
it's what we refer to as the "rail line funnel." All
rail traffic between east and west between these towns
has to cone through this area. So we would see every

train on its way to the coast fromthe Tongue Ri ver

Rai | r oad.

And we really just need to be considered as
part of this environnental review, and I wll |eave it
at that.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

JACE BYLENGA: Thank you for the chance to
conment .

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Al right. Qur next
speaker is Laura Acker nan. l'mgoing to unnute all the

lines for a nonent.

22
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Laura Ackerman, are you on the |line?
A-c-k-e-r-ma-n, Laura Ackerman.

JACE BYLENGA: So | was just conmuni cati ng
with her over text nessage, and she is trying to get on
the systemright now.

So | can |l et her know she m ght have a chance
later, if that's okay?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yeah. Absolutely. 11 go
on to the next person, and we'll cone back.

JACE BYLENGA: Ckay. Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Qur next speaker is
Mary Lyons.

Mary Lyons?

MARY LYONS: | am ' m here.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Ckay. G eat.

MARY LYONS: My nanme is Mary Lyons. Il live in
Longvi ew, WAshi ngton. That would be the --

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Mary, this is Jennifer
Piggott. Could you pl ease speak up and speak slowy so
I can hear you?

MARY LYONS: My nane's Mary Lyons, L-y-o0-n-s,
and I'mthe volunteer coordinator for Landowners and
Citizens for a Safe Community, out of Southwest
Washi ngton, specifically Longview, Washi ngton, which is

the site of a proposed coal terminal by MIIennium 53
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I"mcalling today, as a representative of
LCSC, in our blanket refusal to accept coal as a valid
fuel source which is to be exported. Qur problemwth
coal exports is the danage that's being done with the
trains on the track that the conmmunities are having to
pay for, along with the pollution online as these trains
are going through our smaller communities.

In 1974, | cane out to Seattle from Chicago,
and | cane out on the train, and |I travel ed across the
country that's in between those two cities, and it was
powerful to see the beauty of the land. And to say that
Tongue Ri ver has nothing to do with Colunbia River is
simlar to saying the solution that Sol onon had in the
first book of Kings of splitting the baby because the
one not her wanted one half of the baby and the other --
bot h wonen wanted the baby, | don't think that this is
much dissimlar fromthat situation.

This is one country, and the connection in our
environnment is being proven scientifically. It's so
powerful now that taking it fromhere, fromtaking it
out of Tongue River and shipping it across the country,
whether it's through the Mdwest or it's to the
West Coast, is a real detrinment to the health of the
nati on and the worl d.

And | know t hat does sound rather big and, you,,
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know, full-blown, and | know -- [|'ve talked to sone
crazy people in this process, and | know t hat sone
people are really avid about this and rabid, and |I'm
not. But | am aware of how these two are connected.

I think that the EI'S nust include this coal
export. The integrity of this board process is to
remain intact, and we're recomendi ng " No- Acti on"
alternative, and especially waiting for the
MIlenniumEIS, which is necessary for a valid EI'S at
Tongue Ri ver.

Thank you very nuch.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Matt Petryni. ' m goi ng
to unmute all the Iines.

Matt Petryni, P-e-t-r-y-n-i, are you on the
line? Matt Petryni?

All right. Qur next speaker is
Ander son Cagl e.

Ander son Cagle, C-a-g-l-e, are you on the
i ne?

Qur next speaker is Sergei G bbins.

Sergei G bbins, Gi-b-b-i-n-s, Sergei G bbins, are you
on the |ine?

And | do have all the lines unnuted right now.

25
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Qur next speaker is Al ona Steinke.

ALONA STEI NKE: Yes. Correct.

Hel | o.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Go ahead. You have

t hree m nut es.
ALONA STEI NKE: My nanme is Alona, A-l-0-n-a,

Stei nke, S-t-e-i-n-k-e. I'"'ma retired RN living in

Vancouver, Washi ngton.
The STB appears to have put this EI'S together

in a big hurry, w thout giving due consideration to the

full scope of this project.
These trains will cone by rail to Spokane,
travel al ong our beautiful Colunbia R ver Gorge, through

the many communities along the way, to Longvi ew, where

the coal will then be shipped to Asia.

To |l eave all of us out of the EIS is inplying
that we're just a sacrifice zone and not worth a
consi derati on.

has the distinction of

Qur Col unbi a Ri ver

bei ng named the nation's second nobst
W already are dealing with a huge i
Coal

trains. dust

derail ments. Q| tankers puncture,

degrades t he tracks,

endangered river.
ncrease in crude oil
resulting in

expl ode, and burn.

300 mllion mles of coal

traffic woul d be generated by

the Oter Creek Mne. According to the FRA Wb site,

26
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300 non-yard acci dents woul d occur annually. A nunber
of those would likely spill into the Col unbia River.

If you truly believe that spraying the coal
keeps it fromblow ng off, you are m staken. One can
wal k along the tracks in the Gorge and pi ck up buckets
of coal. The coal industry is even on record as sayi ng
that the surfactant is ineffective.

Sayi ng that coal dust has a negligi ble effect
on health is just ignorant. One of several poisons in
coal, mercury, is a powerful neurotoxin. Mercury from
coal is detrinmental to infant brain devel opnent.

Onega-3 fatty acids are beneficial to eye and
brai n devel opnent, and the richest source of this is
fromfish, the bounty of our northwest rivers. However,
our fish are so contam nated by coal -deri ved nercury
t hat pregnant wonen and children are cautioned to limt
their intake.

W get to breathe these toxins a second tine
when the prevailing wnds bring the pollution back to us
after the coal is burned in Asia. Nearly 20 percent of
the mercury in our area here in the Northwest is from
coal -burning in East Asi a.

The heal th, environnental, and econom cal
effects of coal total half a trillion dollars per year.

I am asking the STB to choose the "No-Action” 57
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alternative. The Tongue River Railroad project is a
desperate act by a bankrupt conpany from an industry in
its death throes.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Dow Constantine.

Are you on the line now? Let nme unnute the
line real fast.

Dow Const anti ne?

DOW CONSTANTI NE: I'"'mon the |line, yes.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: G eat. Please go ahead
You have three m nutes.

DOW CONSTANTI NE:  Good afternoon. And thank
you to the Surface Transportation Board for providing

t he opportunity for renpte testi nony and for extendi ng

the public coment period for this proposal. My nane is

Dow Const anti ne. I amthe executive of King County in
Washi ngton State and a chair of the Safe Energy
Leadership Alliance, also referred to as SELA.

SELA is a coalition of nore than 165 el ected
and tribal |eaders fromfive western states and
British Colunbia working to raise awareness of the
potential safety and econom c inpacts from coal and oil

trains. SELA includes many nenbers who represent
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communities along potential rail routes that would carry
coal through Montana, |daho, Washi ngton, and al ong the
Col unbia River to proposed coal export term nals.

Unfortunately, the STB Draft Environnent al
| npact St atenment does not address -- or assess the very
real likelihood for downline inpacts if the coal is
exported for proposed coal export termnals on the
Col unmbi a Ri ver and West Coast.

The anal ysis wongly assunes that OQter Creek
coal is destined for Mdwest power plants. Donestic
coal markets are rapidly shrinking, and new air quality
regul ations fromthe EPA will nmake conti nued reliance on
coal -fired plants even nore unlikely.

Oter Creek coal has a higher sodi um cont ent
t han ot her Powder Ri ver Basin coal and can't be burned
i n nost donmestic plants, naking overseas markets a
i kel y destination. Even Montana Rail Link has stated
It expects increased shipnents to export termnals for
forei gn markets.

The DEIS ignores the |ikelihood that the
Tongue River Railroad would lead to an increase in
Pacific Northwest train traffic, negatively inpacting
| ocal econom es' health and environnent. Adding 18 to
26 coal trains per day would result in traffic del ays at

rail crossings, naking it nore difficult for farmers to
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get their goods to narket.

While |"'mreferring to bl ocked at-grade
crossings, we could potentially delay first responders
in the event of fires and nedi cal and police
ener genci es.

Tongue Ri ver Railroad would al so i npact the
health of residents along the rail lines stretching from
Mont ana t o Sout hwest Washi ngton. Coal trains are known
to spill coal dust and coal that contains toxic netals
such as nercury, arsenic, and | ead, contam nating soi
and wat er.

Whil e those with chronic ill nesses, the
el derly, young children, and pregnant wonen are nost at
ri sk, none of our communities should be subjected to the
health risks of coal

| urge STB to protect our conmmunities and
choose the "No-Action" alternative for the Tongue Ri ver
Rai | r oad. Despite what is stated in the Draft EIS, this
proposal will have regional inpacts for our econony,
heal t h, and environnent.

Thank you for the opportunity to connent
today. The Safe Energy Leadership Alliance will also
provide witten conments.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s. 30
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Qur next speaker -- |'ve unnuted all the
lines -- our next speaker is Robin Everett.

Are you on the |ine?

Robin, E-v-e-r-e-t-t, are you on the |line?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She wasn't going to be
able to nake it.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Chris Pope.

Chris Pope, are you on the |ine?

Qur next speaker is d audia Narcisco.

Cl audi a Narci sco, are you on the |line?

Claudia NNa-r-c-i-s-c-o0, are you on the |line?

kay. And | do have all lines unnmuted ri ght
NOow.

Qur next speaker is Ann King.

Ann King, are you on the |ine?

Ann Ki ng?

Okay. Qur next speaker is David Chadw ck

DAVI D CHADW CK: H . This is Dave.

JENNI FER PI GEOTT: G eat. You have three
m nut es.

DAVI D CHADW CK:  Yeah. M nane's Dave
Chadw ck. Last nane's spelled Ch-a-d-wi-c-K. "' mthe

executive director of the Montana WIldlife Federation.

Montana Wl dlife Federation is an organi zati on of 31
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t housands of Mont anans and peopl e nati onwi de who hunt,
fish, enjoy the outdoors, and support conservati on of
Mont ana' s abundant wildlife, our healthy habitats, and
public access to the outdoors.

Sout heastern Montana is an area of locally
inportant wildlife habitat, and that neans it's al so
very inportant for Montana hunters. And hunting is an
i nportant part of Montana's culture and a driver of our
econony, both locally and rural communities all over
Eastern Montana, and indirectly to the extent that our
great hunting and fishing resources provide an anenity
t hat supports Mont ana busi nesses around the state.

This proposed railroad will -- bluntly --
endanger wldlife, it wll endanger habitat, and it wll
endanger public access.

The proposal industrializes an area of habitat
for elk, nule deer, whitetail deer, pronghorn, upland
birds, raptors, song birds, and a long |list of other
inmportant wildlife species.

From NWF' s perspective, the Draft EI'S does not
adequat el y docunent the inpact to wildlife or to
hunting, and in particular to the economn c i npact and
t he public access i npact.

That said, the proposed railroad will have a

variety of devastating inpacts of wildlife, including

32
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both an elevated risk of direct collision as well as
direct destruction and fragnentati on of habitat through
t he proposed corri dor.

I'"d note this affects a variety of inportant
species. Just to highlight one: Mul e deer are in
decline across the West, and this is a crucial habitat
area for those species; again, a point that's only
mentioned in passing in the Draft EIS.

From an access standpoint, the proposal cuts
across the | argest Bl ock Managenent area in the state.
Bl ock Managenment is a crucial programfor providing
public access to private |land for hunting. This project
is going to have a devastating i npact on thousands of
Mont anans who access the area.

I guess |I'd just wap up by again underscoring
that the Draft EIS dramatically underesti nates the
I npact of the proposal on Montana's wildlife resources,
on our hunting heritage, on the econom cs that are
driven by that hunting activity, and public access to
t he out doors.

And really, the only proposed option in this
pl an that sustains Montana's resources is the
"No- Action" alternative.

Thanks.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your 33

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 2-6.17.15

comment s.

" m now going to go back to those that

regi stered to speak that we haven't yet heard from

see if any of them have joined the I|ine.

I"mgoing to quickly unmute all the |ines.

all the lines are now unnut ed.
Joan Cat hey, are you on the |line?
Ella Smth, are you on the |line?
Jason O Neil, are you on the |line?
M chael Lee, are you on the |line?
Mar garet Cohn, are you on the |line?

Anna Lucas, are you on the |line?

to

So

Eric Hal stvedt, Ha-l-s-t-v-e-d-t, are you on

the line?
Kerri Wbl enetz, are you on the |ine?
Kerri Wl enetz?

Mar gi e McDonal d, are you on the |ine?

Ei |l een Hanchett, Ha-n-c-h-e-t-t, are you on

the |ine?

John Smllie, Smi-l-l-i-e, are you on the

li ne?

Emma Kerr- Carpenter, are you on the |ine?

Al exi s Bonogof sky, are you on the |line?
Laura Ackernman, are you on the |ine?

ALEXI S BONOGOFSKY: Can you hear ne?

34
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JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Yes.

ALEXI S BONOGOFSKY: Onh, this is Al exis.

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Oh, try again, Alexis.
You' re breaking up.

ALEXI S BONOGOFSKY: Can you hear ne now?

JENNI FER PI GCEOTT: Yep.

ALEXI S BONOGOFSKY: Ckay. This is

Al exi s Bonogof sky. | apol ogize. Earlier |I had signed
up for this neeting, but then ny e-mail is for the
afternoon neeting, so |l couldn't log in. But | wonder

i f that happened to other people too. So you nmi ght want
to -- that should nmaybe be checked how t hat wor ked out.

I would like to testify today about the
" Soci oeconomnm cs" chapter. | had submtted in scoping
comments to the STB that | think they should | ook at the
econoni c i npacts of energy devel opnent off the
Nort hern Cheyenne Reservation and how it inpacted the
Nort hern Cheyenne during the energy devel opnent of the
'70s and ' 80s.

And there was a BLM study done that showed
of f-reservati on energy devel opnent actually negatively
i npacted the Northern Cheyenne econony. It led to |ower
hone ownership rates, |ower incone rates, higher poverty
| evel s, and there was a direct correlation to energy

devel opnent off the reservation.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

35




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Meeting 2-6.17.15

But when you | ook at the soci oeconom c
I npacts, it conpletely -- fromwhat | can tell --

I gnores any economni c negative or positive benefits to
the Northern Cheyenne Reservati on. It al nost acts |ike
it won't inmpact themat all.

And so | think one thing that the STB really
needs to dig into is how the Tongue R ver Railroad and
OQter Creek Coal Mne wiill inpact the Northern Cheyenne
Tri be econonmically, and by using, you know, the studies
that are already out there.

I |1 ooked through the index, and I didn't see
any indication that these studies that we had provi ded
earlier were even addressed. And so |I think the
soci oeconom ¢ i npacts of this on | owincone popul ati ons
I n Sout heastern Montana, you need to take a second | ook
at that.

Al so, the "Environnental Justice" chapter
was -- it was just pretty weak on the anal ysis. I think
the only thing that the OEA said was it would have a
hi gh i npact on noise. And |I renenber, through scoping,
a lot of us, including many nmenbers of the
Nort hern Cheyenne tri be, brought up how this train and
the worker issue would inpact traffic on 212, crine,
drug rate, you know, rates of drug use in the community,

and vari ous ot her soci oeconom ¢ and envi ronnent al 36
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justice issues that weren't addressed in the EIS.

So if you could | ook at that, that woul d be

great .

Thank you, and | am done.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

I have unmuted all |ines again.

Matt Petryni, are you on the |ine?

Ander son Cagle, C-a-g-l-e, are you on the
i ne?

Sergei G bbins, are you on the |ine?

Robi n Everett, are you on the |ine?S

Chris Pope, are you on the |ine?

Cl audi a Narci sco, are you on the |ine?

Ann King, are you on the |ine?

Ckay. Wth that, we do have quite a bit of
time left in this session.

Is there anyone who has al ready spoken who
would |i ke to el aborate on their comments? All |ines
are currently unnut ed.

Is there anyone that would li ke to el aborate
on their comments?

JACE BYLENGA: Sure.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: And who i s speaking?

JACE BYLENGA: This is Jace Bylenga, with the37
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Sierra C ub, in Spokane, Washi ngton.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: G eat. Go ahead, Jace.

JACE BYLENGA: Yeah. I'd li ke to enphasi ze --
I don't think | did before -- that the health and
environnental inpacts that this rail line could bring

t hr ough Spokane and Eastern WAshi ngton, as well as other
communities along the rail line | eading over to the
coast, could al so have sone pretty drastic econonic

i npacts. There are nany busi nesses | ocated near the
rail lines, and if these rail |lines becone clogged with
dirty and dangerous coal trains, then that could have a
drastic i npact on their business.

For exanple, there's a nunber of, you know,
servi ce-i ndustry-type busi nesses, restaurants, and bars
I n downt own Spokane and Sandpoi nt, |daho, that woul d be
greatly inpacted. Sandpoint, Idaho is a touri st
destination, and that would have | ots of great inpact
potentially on those businesses in a negative way, and
t hat shoul d be consi der ed.

Also, | think it's inportant to realize if
nore trains are put on a track, especially through this
rail line funnel area between Spokane and Sandpoi nt,
that the capacity of our rail lines are already pretty
full here. W're having trouble getting trains through

this area with the rail line infrastructure that we

38
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currently have. And so by building an upline facility
like this rail spur, that could facilitate nore rai
i nes being built downrail.

For exanple, Burlington Northern Santa Fe
has -- they haven't applied for it, but they have
expressed intentions to build another alnost 2-m |l e-1ong
bri dge over Lake Pend Oreille in -- right next to
Sandpoi nt, ldaho. And so that bridge would potentially,
you know, be a synptomof this rail spur being built.
So | think that should be consi dered.

And that has -- that bridge could have great
i nplications for downstream communities in Sandpoi nt,
| daho for -- and near by. For exanpl e, downstream from
that rail bridge, down to the conmunities of Dover and
Priest R ver, those communities actually get their
drinking water right fromthe river, right fromthe
Pend Oeille R ver that connects wth Lake Pend Oeille.
And so they could potentially have their -- the quality
of their drinking water inpacted adversely from not only
the construction of the bridge but also the coal dust
that falls off of the trains.

Movi ng your way upstream fromthat bridge

site, the rail line follows the dark Fork Ri ver that
travels many, nany nmles along -- the rail line actually
crosses the river at multiple | ocations. It foll ows truég
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entire watershed. And so this river, this Cark Fork

Ri ver, contributes 90 percent of the water to

Lake Pend Oeille. So all the coal dust that's falling
off the train that | nmentioned earlier is also ending up
In that watershed and novi ng downstreamto conmuni ties
i ke Sandpoi nt, Dover, Priest River that use surface
water for their drinking water. And so those

communi ties could be adversely inpacted.

Let's see here.

That m ght be what | have to offer at the
nonment .

W really -- you know, the communities here
are -- they do not want to see this project go through
and really would lIike the Surface Transportation Board
to consider that -- that option as a -- as the outcone
of this Environnental | npact Statenent process.

So with that, thank you for your tine.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to expand
upon their conments?

Is there anyone on the |line who has not
provi ded a conment who would |i ke the opportunity to
conment ?

LAURA ACKERNMAN: Yes. This is Laura Ackernan40
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I n Spokane. I had a hard tinme with downl oadi ng the
conputer program so | got on the phone.

So | would briefly like to state sonet hi ng.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Sure. You have your full
t hree m nutes.

LAURA ACKERNAN: | would -- okay.

Laura Ackernman, A-c-k-e-r-ma-n, Spokane, WAshi ngton.
will also be providing witten conmrents.

And | agree with nost of what Jace Byl enga
said just a few m nutes ago. | would also Iike you to
know t hat Lake Pend Oreill e, even though it's in |Idaho,
is part of the sole source, EPA-designated drinking
wat er for Spokane Vall ey and Spokane.

And it's also inportant for the Surface
Transportation Board to understand the rail in Spokane,
from Spokane to Pasco, because Pasco yard is Burlington
Northern Santa Fe's primary car-processing facility in
the Northwest. AlIl of the nmanifest traffic between the
Pacific Northwest and the East, we get that. So we'll
get all the unit trains for coal, grain, and oils. And
it's also the Anmtrak service route as well.

So it's just going to bring a lot of traffic
to the Spokane Vall ey, Spokane, and Cheney. And only
Spokane has an el evated track. Everywhere else is at

grade, except for one place in Spokane Valley. So it's

41
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going to cause a | ot of congesti on.

It will drastically increase our diesel
particulate matter, which I wll send you nore comments
on.

And it's -- just to give you an exanple, in

Cheney, there are five schools within a mle of the
track in Cheney. Wth all the other manifest traffic,
this really presents an issue for first responders and
for the general public and for the school districts.

And t he school districts have a probl em al so,
out in the valley, with this extra traffic which this
facility would bring, because the coal is going to cone
west fromthe Oter Creek M ne.

And with that, |I would submt ny comments, and
I wll send you nore extensive witten coments.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Thank you for your
conment s.

Is there anyone el se who would |ike to provide
a comment or expand on their earlier coments?

kay. Wth that, we do encourage you to
submt witten comments. You can nmail themto the
address on the screen at the Surface Transportation
Board, or you can submt themelectronically to
t ongueri verei s. com

All comments need to be received or postmarkeq12
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by August 24th to be considered in the Final
Envi ronnent al | npact St atenent.

Wth that, | wll thank you all for your
interest in this process and for participating in this
online public neeting. W wll keep this line active
until 9:00 p.m Eastern Standard Tine, in case anyone
who registered to speak calls in late, so they can still

provi de their connents.

Thank you for attendi ng and, again, we'll keep
the line on until 9:00 p.m, Eastern.
| see we have a new call-in user.

Can you pl ease identify yourself.

PETER CORNELI SON: Yes. This is
Peter Cornelison, city council nenber.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Geat. W've actually gone
through the full list of those speaking this evening,
but we are happy to hear your comment, if you would Iike
to provide it, still.

PETER CORNELI SON: Sur e.

Can you hear ne okay?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Sure can. Go ahead. You
have three m nutes.

PETER CORNELI SON: Thank you.

So ny nane is Peter Cornelison. | reside at

1003 Fifth Street, Hood R ver, Oregon 97031. And as |

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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stated, I"'ma city council nenber of Hood Ri ver, which
iIs located in the Col unbia Gorge National Scenic Area.
The National Scenic Area is an 80-mle-long river gorge
t hrough which all the coal trains, the | oaded coal
trai ns have to pass.

And there are four conmunities in the gorge
t hat have passed resol utions opposing coal train traffic
f or nunmerous grounds, including coal dust bl owoff,
greatly increased train traffic will |lead to noise
pol l uti on and congestion at the railroad at grade
Cr ossi ngs.

In the town of Bingen, for instance, there is
an i ndustrial park on one side of the tracks enpl oyi ng
around 800 people with an at-grade crossing, and there's
no other way in or out.

So as | said, four comunities, including
Hood Ri ver, have passed resol uti ons agai nst coal trains.
And this proposal to open up a brand-new coal mne in
Mont ana, which would result nost likely in the coal
bei ng exported, would nean these additional trains would
cone t hrough the Col unmbi a Gorge.

Al ready we have spots in the gorge where the
trains are depositing 4, 5, 6 inches of coal dust. And
despite the fact that the railroads have cl ai ned they

are spraying surfactant, both of the m nes and now in
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Pasco, Washi ngton, where they set up a new spray
facility, we are still seeing coal dust blowff, and I
have recent pictures to prove it.

In addition, we -- the communities along the
rail line are -- have around 50 trains a day. That's
about two per hour, and there could be as many as 36
additional coal trains a day if this proposal and the
ot hers that are bei ng proposed are all owed.

So that's -- these are probably coments
you' ve heard before, but | wanted to anplify them
because the cities that are involved would really
recei ve negative inpacts fromthe Tongue River Railroad
bei ng opened and this new coal nm ne being permtted.

I"ma nenber of the Safe Energy Leadership
Alliance. That's over 160 elected officials all up and
down the railroad |lines that are opposed.

And t hat concl udes ny comments.

Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity to
testify.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
comment s. "Il go ahead and tell you what | told the
others: Witten comments can be sent to the
Sur face Transportati on Board, or you can submt
additional comments electronically on the board Wb

site, tonguerivereis.com Al the comments nust be

45
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recei ved or postnmarked by August 24th to be consi dered
in the Final Environnental | npact Statenent.

W are going to keep the |ine active

until 9:00 p.m Eastern Standard Tine, in case anyone
who hasn't al ready provided a comment wi shes to call i

PETER CORNELI SON: Good. | appreciate know
that and the date again was August 24t h?

JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: August 24t h, yes.

PETER CORNELI SON: Ckay. G eat.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you --

PETER CORNELI SON: Thank you very nuch for -
t hank you.

JENNI FER PIGEOTT: Hello. | see we have a n
call-in user.

Can you pl ease identify yourself.

LES ANDERSON:  Yes. My nane is -- | was
maki ng a comment, and | thought it was just on the
machi ne.

Yeabh. My nane is Les Anderson. I"mcalling

from Longvi ew, Washi ngt on.
JENNI FER Pl GGOTT: Ckay. Just one nonent,
pl ease.
Emly, are you on the |ine and ready?
THE COURT REPORTER: Yes. I'"'mready to go.
LES ANDERSON:. What's the process | ook |ike?

n.

ng

ew
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JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Sure. So | was just making

sure our court reporter was ready.

W' ve actually already adjourned the neeting,

because nmany of our speakers did not show up, but we are

keeping the line active until 9:00 Eastern tine in case
| ater arrivals cane in, |ike you.

So you have three m nutes to provide your
comment s. I f you woul d pl ease state your nane at the
start of your comrents and spell them out -- spell out
your nane and i ndi cate whet her or not you're
representing a group or organi zation.

LES ANDERSON:. Ckay. Thanks.

Can | speak as a person -- I'min an
organi zation, but can | speak as an i ndividual ?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yes. You can speak as an
I ndi vi dual or representing an organi zati on, whatever is
your preference.

LES ANDERSON: GCkay. And then | just start
maki ng comments at the beep, or how does it work?

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Sur e. You can start now.
The court reporter is ready.

LESLI E ANDERSON: Ckay. Thanks a | ot.

My nane is Leslie Anderson, L-e-s-Il-i-e,

A-n-d-e-r-s-o0-n. | live in Longview, WAshi ngton.

Longview is where a ot of the coal that woul d be m'ned‘4

7
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and shi pped on the Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d end up.

We have a 14 percent asthma rate in this town,
and our children live in very close proximty to where
the shi pping port for this coal would be.

It would cost our taxpayers in this state
hundreds of thousands of dollars just to do road
I nprovenents and rail inprovenents to facilitate this
pr oj ect .

The -- we've had scopi ng heari ngs out here,
and we' ve had hundreds and hundreds and thousands of
comments of people who are interested in this project
and have concerns that are, again -- were -- they would
be shi ppi ng along the Colunbia R ver, and it would be a
threat to our sal non and our health out here, bl ocking
our roads. Qur air quality would be danaged.

It would bring very few jobs, and it costs a
| ot of noney to do the changes to the roads and to the
bridges and all the infrastructure work that has to be
cr eat ed. It brings very, very few jobs, and then it
wi Il be shipped over to China, where we see gl obal
war m ng conti nued fromthe coal burning.

I believe that this probably should be left in
the ground. It's kind of gone on -- the stock narket
shows the value of this product in the free market, with

the crashing prices of coal stock fromthe glut around 48
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the worl d, nobody wants the product. It's over for the
pr oduct .

And to put this railroad in and split up
peopl e's property up in Montana would be a crine.

There's no conpleted permts yet. And unti

any permts are done, we don't even know that there is a

project. So to be putting the horse ahead of the cart,
| don't believe it's a smart idea.

How nmuch tine do | have left?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: You' ve got plenty of tine.
You can keep going if you like.

LES ANDERSON:. Ckay. Thanks a |ot.

W' ve had nany hearings on this, and the
uni ons are -- now don't want to see this comng in,
because they feel that this is going to take away ot her
jobs that could be comng in, taking up this val uable
port space.

The railroad is also going to be runni ng on
private property down here that we'd be paying for the
expansi ons on.

The farns that are bei ng condemmed i n Mont ana
have been there for sonetinmes tens and tens of years,
and in sone cases probably over a century, and they're
splitting these properties in half. And those are the

peopl e that have nade that area what it is.
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So | say that we should wait until we even

know that there's a project before we do any types of

expansi on. I am 100 percent against this project
Mont ana.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

in

comments. Your comments have been transcri bed by a

court reporter, who is also on the I|ine.
You can submt witten cotmments to the
Sur face Transportati on Board, or you can submt

el ectronic comments to tonguerivereis.com

Al'l comments nust be received or postarked by

August 24t h, 2015, to be considered in the

Fi nal Environnental | npact Statenent.

Thank you for your comments this evening and

for your participation in the process.

LES ANDERSON: Hey, thanks for your help. And
I wasn't very prepared for tonight, but what 1'll do is
make sone witten comments that will be a little bit
nor e coherent, 1 think.

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: G eat . G eat .

LES ANDERSON:. Just right off the top, and not
a very good job, I"'mafraid. But we just don't want it.

So thanks a lot for your help.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ckay. Thank you for

your

50
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conment s. Have a ni ce eveni ng.

LES ANDERSON: You, too. Bye- bye.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Ladi es and gentlenen, it's
now 9: 00 Eastern tinme, so this online neeting wll cone
to an end. Thank you again for your participation.
Good ni ght.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ng

concluded at 9:00 p.m)
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