© 00 N o o b~ w N P

[ = S S
w N B O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

M eeting 1-6.9.15

PUBLI C MEETI NG
FOR THE
DRAFT ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE
PROPCSED TONGUE RI VER RAlI LROAD

M LES CTY, MONTANA
JUNE 9, 2015
2:29 PP.M M

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




02:29:50

02:29:51

02:29:54

02:29:54

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

02:29:57
02:30:00 10
02:30:02 11
02:30:03 12
02:30:06 13
02:30:08 14
02:30:09 15
02:30:12 16
02:30:15 17
02:30:18 18
02:30:20 19
02:30:24 20
02:30:28 21
02:30:31 22
02:30:33 23
02:30:38 24

02:30:41 25

M eeting 1-6.9.15

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015
2:29 P.M M
M LES CI TY, MONTANA
- 000-
JENNI FER PI GGOTT:

Wll, I would say pl ease

take your seats, we're about to begin, but you're

al ready there.
So we're about to begin the public neeting,

and then we'll nove into the oral comment portion of the

af t er noon.

I'd like to i ntroduce M.

First, Ken Bl odgett,

with the Surface Transportation Board, and he's going to

provi de sone openi ng renarks and sone comments on the

pr oj ect .
Ken?
KEN BLODGETT: Thank you.
Let ne know if you can't hear ne.
Can everybody hear ne okay?

Anyway, good afternoon, and thank you all for

comng this afternoon. M nane is Ken Bl odgett, and

wth ne is Danielle Gosselin, and we are here this
afternoon representing the Surface Transportation
Board's O fice of Environnental Analysis.
Also with me this eve -- this afternoon is

Al an Summerville, the project manager for |CF
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I nt ernati onal . That is our third-party contracting team

wor ki ng on the environnental review, wth

Eli zabeth Diller, and Jennifer Piggott, who is going to

be acting as our noderator this afternoon.

The Surface Transportation Board is a federal

agency responsi ble for the econom c regul ati on of

interstate surface transportation within the

United States and for granting authority for the

construction and operation of newrail |ines and

associated facilities. The Surface Transportation

Board's mssion is to ensure that conpetitive,

efficient, and safe transportati on services are provi ded

to neet the needs of shippers, receivers, and consuners.

In all of its decisions, the Surface Transportation

Board is commtted to advanci ng the nati onal
transportation policy goals established by Congress.

The O fice of Environnental Analysis, or CEA

Is responsi ble for ensuring that the board is in

conpliance with the requirenents of the Nati onal

Environnmental Policy Act. W fulfill that

responsi bility through an i ndependent environnent al
rail road acti ons,

revi ew of whi ch require the board's

approval .

On Cctober 16, 2012, the Tongue Ri ver Railroad

Conpany filed an application with the Surface
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Transportation Board to construct and operate a rail

line fromMles Cty, Mntana, to two endpoi nts near

Ashl and. On Decenber 17th, 2012, Tongue Ri ver Railroad

filed a separate application in which it identified its

preferred alternative as the Colstrip alternati ve,
bet ween Col strip and the Ashl and area.
The board is the | ead agency responsi ble for

preparing the Draft Environnental St at enent .

| npact

Four cooperati ng agenci es worked with the board in

preparing the Draft EIS: The Bureau of Land Managenent,

the United States Departnent of Agriculture, the Corps

of Engi neers, and Montana state agencies. These

cooperati ng agencies all have deci si on-maki ng authority
I ndependent of the board and are agencies from which
Tongue Ri ver Railroad woul d obtain separate approvals or

permts prior to construction.

The purpose of today's neeting is for the
Surface Transportation Board to receive comments, both
oral and witten, on the Draft Environnmental | npact

St at enent, which was served and nade avail abl e for

public review and conment on April 17th.

The Draft EIS reflects the potenti al

environnental inpacts that could result fromthe

construction and operation of the proposed rail |ine.

Public involvenent is a very inportant conmponent in the

4
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02:33:52 1 envi ronnent al review process. Qur hope is that the

02:3355 2 comments you provide to us this afternoon will help

02:3359 3 ensure that our office fully addresses your concerns and
023403 4| the potential environnental inpacts that could result
023406 5| fromthe construction and operation of the proposed rail
02:34:09 6 line, as well as appropriate mtigation neasures.

02:3414 7 The Draft EI'S public coment period wll | ast
02:34:16 8 until August 24th, 2015. After the public conment

02:3421 9 period has cone to a close, our office will consider all
02:34:25 10 conments recei ved and address each comment in a final
02:34:29 11 Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which will present our
023433 12 [ final conclusions and recomendations for mtigating the
02:34:37 13 possi bl e environnent al effects.

02:34:40 14 | ssuance of the final EIS wll conplete the

02:34:45 15 Surface Transportati on Board' s environnental review

02:34:47 16 process. The board wll then nake a final decision on
02:34:52 17 the proposed rail |ine construction. I n maki ng that
02:34:56 18 decision, the board will consider the entire

02:34:58 19 environnental record, all coments received, th
02:35:04 20 Envi ronnental | npact Statenment, the final Envir
02:35:06 21 | npact Statenment, and OEA s final reconmended

02:35:10 22 environnental mtigation. No project-rel ated

02:35:14 23 construction may begin until the board has issu
023517 24 | final decision and that decision has becone eff
02:35:23 25 I f you have not already done so, | wo

e Draft

onnent al

ed a
ecti ve.

ul d
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encourage you to sign in at the table at the entrance to

t he room Those who have indicated that they would |ike

to speak this afternoon will be called upon in the order

in which they signed in this afternoon, and your

comments will be recorded by a court reporter.

If you would like to provide a handwitten

comment today, conmment forns are | ocated on that wall

over there, and you can drop themin a coment box

that's al so | ocated there.
You can al so provide witten comments to the

board at our Washi ngton, D.C., address or submt

el ectronic comments on the project Wb site,

tonguerivereis.com Al oral and witten coments wl |

be gi ven equal wei ght and consi deration. I n preparing

your conmments, we encourage you to be as detail ed as

possi bl e regardi ng the content of the Draft

Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

That concl udes ny comments, ny renarks, and I

would like to turn the floor over to Alan Sumervill e,

who will provide a little nore information on the
envi ronnent al revi ew process.
Thank you.

ALAN SUMVERVI LLE: Good afternoon

Can everyone hear ne all right?

Duri ng the open house portion of this neeting,

6

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016




02:36:49

02:36:54

02:36:56

02:36:58

02:37:03

02:37:08

02:37:09

02:37:12

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

02:37:14
02:37:18 10
02:37:21 11
02:37:25 12
02:37:29 13
02:37:32 14
02:37:36 15
02:37:40 16
02:37:44 17
02:37:50 18
02:37:52 19
02:37:55 20
02:3758 21
02:38:03 22
02:38:05 23
02:38:07 24

02:38:13 25

M eeting 1-6.9.15

we provided sone information on the environnental review

process and the project. And right now, | just want to

t ake about three mnutes to sunmmari ze that i nformati on

for people who didn't have a chance to partake in the

open house session and provide a recap for those who did

partici pate.
In the neeting brochure and in one of the

posters that we have in the open house area, there's a

figure depicting the environnental review process.

To initiate the scopi ng process, CEA issued

notification of its intent to prepare an EIS to the

public; elected officials; federal, state, and | ocal

agenci es; tribal organi zations; and other potentially

I nterested organi zati ons. COCEA issued a draft scope of

study and held agency and public neetings to obtain
comments on topics that the EIS should anal yze and
possi ble alternatives to the TRRC proposed alignnent.

I nterested agenci es and persons were invited
to participate in the scopi ng phase by review ng the
draft

scope of study, submitting conments in witing,

and attendi ng scoping neetings held in the project area.

After considering the comments received

t hrough t he scopi ng process, the board published a

Noti ce of Final Scope of Study for the EIS in

March 2013.
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Thr oughout the devel opnent of the Draft EIS,

OEA net in person and through tel econferences with

federal, state, and | ocal agencies, as well as tribes.

OEA prepared the Draft EI'S by anal yzing the potenti al

envi ronnental inpacts of the proposed Tongue Ri ver

Rai | road and the reasonable alternatives, including the

"No- Action" alternative.

The Draft EI'S al so addresses the inpacts of

trains traveling to destinations outside the project
area, which are also referred to as "downline inpacts."”

Any of the build alternatives could have m nor
to highly adverse inpacts on the foll ow ng resources:

Transportati on, greenhouse gases and cli mate change,

noi se, bi ol ogical resources, water resources, Visual

resources, cultural and historic resources, | and

resources, geology and soils, socioeconom cs, and

environnental justice. Al other resources would

experi ence negligible inpacts.

The Draft EIS al so includes OEA's prelimnary

recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. The

mtigati on neasures will be considered by the board as

potential conditions if the board decides to grant TRRC

authority to construct and operate the rail |ine.

The Draft Environnental St at enent was

| npact

di stri buted and nmade avail able on April 24th to
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i nterested nenbers of the public; parties of record;

elected officials; tribes; and appropri ate federal,

state, and | ocal agencies. OEA provided extensive

notification through various neans to the project area

and downl i ne communities.

As Ken stated, the final EIS will consider and

respond to all comments received on the Draft EI'S and

wi Il include any appropriate changes and reconnendati ons
for additional mtigation neasures. It will also
identify OEA's preferred alternative.

Conpl etion of the final EIS will be announced

to the public in a Notice of Availability published in

the Federal Register and by notification to interested
parties.

At this tine, I'd like to turn the neeting
over to our facilitator, Jennifer Piggott, who wll go
over sone ground rules, and then we can begin to hear
conment s.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Great. Thank you, Al an.

W will now begin the oral coment portion of

today's neeting. Before we begin, | just want to go

over a few things.

If you haven't al ready done so, please silence

your phones so they don't interrupt the neeting. | f
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you' d li ke to speak and did not get a chance to sign up

when you registered -- when you arrived at the neeting,

pl ease rai se your hand, and we'll get you signed up to
provi de an oral conmment.
Okay. A court reporter wll transcribe the

oral comments for use in preparing the final

Envi ronnental | npact Statenent. Please do not provide

any personal infornmation in your comments that you would

not want to see published in the final docunent. Please

speak slowy and clearly so the court reporter can

easily record your comments. Please state your full

nane and spell it out for the court reporter and

indicate if you're representing a group or organi zation

this afternoon.

Each speaker will be allotted three mnutes to
speak. You do not have to speak for the full three
m nut es; however, when 30 seconds renains, a yellow card
wll be raised, and a red card will be rai sed when your

tine has ended. Qut of respect for others, we ask that

you pl ease honor the three m nutes. If you think you

have nore comments than you can present in the tine

allotted, please make the nobst inportant conmments first.

This tinme limt has been set at each neeting

to ensure everyone who wi shes to speak has a fair and

equal opportunity to provide their coments. I f you do]_

0
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not get a chance to voice all of your conmments, you can

submt themin witing. Again, the comment tables are

just behi nd us.

prepared, you may read it al oud, and we recommend you

al so submt it as a witten coment.

If time permts at the end of the neeting,

we'll invite up additional speakers who -- and anyone

who did not get a chance to conplete their original

comments. Please feel free to provide your coments in

either oral or witten form Both types of coments

wi Il have equal weight in the final docunent.

Finally, this portion of the public neeting

allows you to provide comments that wll be transcri bed.

OEA wi Il not answer questions or respond to comments

during the neeting. OEA w ||

final Environnmental |npact Statenent. This will allow

as much tinme as possible for nenbers of the public to

If you have a witten statenent already

respond to comments in the

conment .

I wll now call up our first speaker, which is
Ni ck Engel fried.

NI CK ENGELFRI ED: Hi . My nane is
Ni ck Engelfried. It's spelled E-n-g-e-1-f-r-i-e-d, and

I amfrom M ssoul a. | ' mrepresenti ng today

350 M ssoul a, which is an organi zati on.
l'i ke many,

And |I'm here to say that many ot her

11
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people in nmy comunity, | oppose the construction of the

Tongue Ri ver Railroad and urge the board to choose the

"No- Action" alternative.
And also, | want to express ny di sappoi nt nent
that in this Draft EIS, there wasn't nore attenti on and

anal ysis given to the inpact of increased coal-train

traffic inrail line towns |i ke M ssoul a, west of

Billings. | saw very little of that analysis of any

kind for towns to the west of Billings, despite the fact

that the Draft EI'S does acknow edge that coal

transported on the Tongue River Railroad may be exported

off the West Coast, in which case the obvious way to get

it there is the rail line that passes through Billings.

This is an issue of grave concern to people in
would like to

my comunity. And as evidence of that, |

present and have entered into the record nore than 1, 800

comments that have been collected by 350 M ssoul a and

ot her groups in Mssoula, just since this coment period
opened.
We have been standing on street corners
tal king to peopl e about the Tongue Ri ver Rail road.
W' ve been tabling at farnmers' narkets and ot her public

events. And there are |lots of people who stop and tal k

to us, express concern about this project, and take tine

to fill out a comment card to indicate specific issues

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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t hey' re concerned about and,

addi ti onal

of ficial
Mont ana - -
with the Northern Pl ains Resource Counci
peopl e's hearing in M ssoul a.

attend that,

ver bal

i ncluded with the ones |
ones are in the process of being transcri bed,

be getting themin the nail

of people along the rai

I n some cases, throw in
coments as wel | .

Thank you.

since we did not

I n addi tion, end up havi ng an

public hearing in Mssoula or anywhere in

in Western Montana, we recently coll aborated
to put on a
We had over 80 peopl e
and they subnmitted detailed, witten and/ or
comments at that event. The witten ones are
just turned in. The verbal

and you' ||
soon.

So, a | ot

again, | just want to enphasi ze that

line are concerned about this

pr oj ect . In Mssoul a al one, we've had close to 2,000
peopl e speak out about these concerns anyway, and --
al ready, and the comment period is not over yet. So you
can -- |I'msure you'll be hearing fromnany nore fol ks
fromour community before the deadline is up.

And in the final EIS, | really hope that it
will give nore weight, do nore anal ysis of the inpacts

of coal-train traffic

route between the --

Coast ,

in comunities in -- towards the

bet ween Col strip and t he West

so that those of us who live in those corrmmitiesl3
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can feel that our concerns have been heard and fully

consi der ed.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is
Cat e Canmpbel I .

CATE CAMPBELL: Good afternoon. M/ nane is
Cate, Ca-t-e, Canpbell, GCGa-mp-b-e-1-1I. I live near

t he I daho border, and thank you for giving us the

opportunity to speak today.

The Draft Environnental St udy

| npact

enphasi zes that the Tongue R ver Railroad is intended to

haul Oter Creek coal to donestic markets. The evi dence

argues agai nst this assunption. Under the current

proposed federal regulations Iimting carbon em ssions,

coal production is expected to plumet.

Several M dwest power plants have intentions

to nove away fromcoal and transition to natural gas in

the next five to ten years and, over tine, to renewabl e

energy. These are the very plants which are currently

bei ng supplied by | ower-sodiumcoal mnes in the

Powder Ri ver Basi n.
But the assertion is that the Oter Creek coal
wi || sonehow, against normal econom c forces, displace

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
442 East Mendenhall, Bozeman MT 59715, (406) 587-9016

14




02:46:55

02:46:58

02:47:02

02:47:04

02:47:08

02:47:12

02:47:17

02:47:21

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

02:47:24
02:47:27 10
02:47:31 11
02:47:33 12
02:47:36 13
02:47:39 14
02:47:42 15
02:47:46 16
02:47:47 17
02:47:52 18
02:47:56 19
02:47:59 20
02:48:02 21
02:48:05 22
02:48:09 23
02:48:14 24

02:48:16 25

M eeting 1-6.9.15

the Powder River suppliers with cheaper per-ton costs

because the transportation route is shorter. But isn't

there the crucial necessity of building a short-Iline

railroad first? Where is that cost factored in?

In TRRC s suppl enental analysis submtted to

CEA in 2013, they defined the follow ng target markets:

Upper M dwest utilities have historically used Montana

coal, and Asia, by export through existing Wst Shore

term nal s south of Vancouver, British Col unbia, and

possi bly through other Pacific Northwest

presently in the planning stages.

Arch Coal has enphasized its uni que operating

position with a mne at one end of the rail line and a

port at the other. Connecting the dots between the two

I's the obvi ous busi ness nove when your |likely market is

Asi a.

The DEI S anal ysis of inpacts on downline

communi ti es focuses on Eastern Montana, Wom ng, the

Dakot as, and M nnesota. Only scant references are nade

in the text and the naps to points west of Ashl and.

It's unlikely that OGter Creek coal will be

able to elbowits way into a narket which is limted by

preexi sting suppliers. It seens nore likely that the

TRR, the Burlington Northern, and MRL will haul

Oter Creek coal to West Coast terminals, and the

port facilities
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downline communities will be those in Western Mnt ana,

| daho, and Washi ngt on.

The need for this railroad is a real

head- scr at cher .. The econom c outl ook for donestic coal

al ready on the market is evaporating by the day. Maj or

| endi ng banks are wi thdrawi ng i nvestnents in m ning and

shi pping of coal. States are still crafting their

EPA- mrandat ed carbon em ssions plans, and a couple of the

proposed export termnals are null and voi d.

Current M dwest power plants either don't burn

hi gh- sodi um coal or won't burn any coal in another

decade or so.

Al'l evidence points toward the coal being

bound for Asia by rail through Montana, |daho, and on to

shi ps at the West Coast ports. The downline inpacts

have been treated i nadequately, and the anal ysis needs
to be redone.
I urge you to decide on the "No-Action"

alternati ve.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Marta Meengs.

MARTA MEENGS: Hell o. I*'m Mart ha Meengs,
Ma-r-t-a, Me-e-n-g-s, and I'mfrom M ssoul a, Mnt ana.

Charles Fisher Court Reporting
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And ny comments today will focus on the health i ssues of

the i ncreased presence of coal dust and di esel

em ssions, due to the increased train traffic com ng

t hrough our conmmunities, as we nentioned previously,

because the downline inpacts really do matter, and I

hope the DEIS will ook into that closer.

This is especially relevant for M ssoul a,

where the railroad and the railroad yard is snack in the

m ddl e of our downt own nei ghborhoods. As a registered

nurse, | am concerned about these health i ssues.

The first issue of coal dust is the question

of how nmuch of it wll escape along the route for m nes

in Wonm ng and Montana to proposed export term nals on

the West Coast? Wat m ght that coal dust nean for
public health?
In 2009, a representative fromthe BNSF

conpany testified before a federal review board. He

stated that 645 pounds of coal dust in a | oaded coal

train escape fromeach coal-train car during a 400-ml e

trip. There are usually about 125 cars per coal train.
The BNSF conpany clains that it will apply a
surfactant that will decrease the coal dust by

85 percent. Even if this turns out to be the case and

BNSF applies this to every coal car, the coal dust | oss

on a 125-car coal train wll still be significant and
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wll certainly not be zero.
The health departnent's report in Oregon
stated that railroad conpani es and the coal i ndust

shoul d have to prove that coal dust comng off the

trains will not be a health ri sk. It

dust contains arsenic, |ead, and nercury. \Wat

coal dust exposure is considered safe,

children and pregnant wonmen?

Coal has been transported via train for

decades, yet little research has been done on the

potential health effects for people who |ive near

train routes. There is enough risk to nerit nore

speci fic sanpling and research about coal dust bef

any deci sions are nade about the transportation of

uncovered coal cars.

Anot her risk is the i ncreased di esel

en ssi ons. The di esel em ssions wll increase as

result of the increased train traffic, due to the

exporting of nore coal. These increased diesel

emissions will be in the air around the rail ways

cities, due to the idling of traffic and the addit

trains. There will also be an increase in vehicle

em ssions that will likely result fromincreased i
time at the train crossings.

As a health hazard, diesel

| evel

ry

is known that coal

of

especially for

coal

ore

a

n our

i onal

dl i ng

particul ate natter
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I's associated with both pul nonary and cardi ovascul ar

I ssues, including cancers, heart di sease, and asthna.

Children, teens, and the elderly are especially

vul ner abl e.

The possible health i ssues of coal dust and
i ncreased di esel em ssions are serious ones for the
citizens of M ssoula and other communities, where the

trains pass through the heart of our downtown

nei ghbor hoods.

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker is Lee Metzgar.

LEE METZGAR Met zgar .

JENNI FER PI GGEOTT: Met zgar .

LEE METZGAR: Thank you. Lee Met zgar,
Me-t-z-g-a-r, and | represent -- or I'mhere as a

menber of 350 M ssoul a.
| appreciate the opportunity to comment, and
ny witten conments will have docunentation for several

assertions that | make.

If the coal fromthe Gter Creek and i nduced

mnes is burned, it will contribute over 2 billion

metric tons of carbon di oxi de equival ence to the

at nosphere. The inclusive clinmte-change-rel ated costs
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of contributing that nuch CO2 are esti mated by vari ous

United States agencies at between 11- and $144 billi on,

and even the high estinate may be too | ow.

I f burned, that Tongue River coal w |l have

done billions or even hundreds of billions of doll ars'

worth of danage. And rather than ignoring these costs,

all of the build alternatives should identify them as

such, and the "No-Action"” alternative should identify

them as their prevention is a benefit. ddearly, the

greatest potential benefits of this project do not rise

to the level of the harmthat it will cause.

To the extent that the Draft Environnental

| npact Statenment is correct and the Tongue Ri ver coal

woul d di spl ace nore costly alternative fossil fuels,

keepi ng that coal in the ground woul d sustai n higher

pri ces and encourage conti nued conversion to cl eaner

power generation from natural gas and renewabl e energy.

Because net gains in Montana jobs and wealth

have been shown to acconpany the conversion from fossil

fuels to renewabl e energy sources, the "No-Action"”

alternative will result in additional benefits not

recogni zed in the Draft Environnent al St udy.

| npact
Those benefits need to be i ncl uded
analysis in the final EIS.

There is now a consensus anong scientists that

in a revi sed econom c
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75 percent -- approximately 75 percent of known fossil

fuel reserves nust renain in the ground if we are to

have a chance at a healthy climate. It

the insanity of devel opi ng new fossil fuel

we know that nost of it nust stay in the ground.

The Tongue R ver coal should be at

our list for fossil fuel reserves that cannot be

devel oped. It is a dirty fuel
hi gh anmobunts of greenhouse gases, and it wll

little to our national interest.

The Surface Transportation Board will best

serve Montana and the nation by sel ecting the

"No- Action" alternative.
Thank you.
JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.
Qur next speaker this afternoon is Ti m Skufca.
TI M SKUFCA: Good afternoon. My nanme is
Ti m Skufca, S-k-u-f-c-a.

I'"'mfrom M ssoul a, Mnt ana. I

to give alittle brief history of ny fam |y background

in the coal industry.

My great-grandfather worked his way fromthe

East Coast to Colorado as a mner. He passed on that

skill set to ny grandfather. He worked ni nes several

is tine to stop

sour ces when

the top of

that emts exceptionally

was encour aged

contri bute
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years and di ed of black |lung disease. M/ grandnot her

benefited fromreceiving the check nonthly fromthe
bl ack | ung di sease.

So, you know, | realize that

Arch Coal as open-pit mning is different from

bel ow- surface mning, but it's still

used for a 21st-century worl d.

But |I'm actually standing here to tal k about

the noise of train travel. The inpacts to quality of

life fromrepeated | oud noi ses are sel f-evident.

Chroni ¢ noi se exposure has proven -- has

proven adverse health effects,

cognitive function, and cardi ovascul ar effects.

Going to sleep last night and waking up this

norning at Mles Cty Canpground made it cl ear

community al so has an issue with train noise. | think

counted four crossings every tine -- at 5:00 this

norni ng, every tine a train crossed and went through

t own.

However, it's the horn sounding that really

creates the nost significant noises.

must sound at | east 15 to 20 seconds at each public

crossing. The decibel levels are 96 to 110. Deci bels

bet ween 80 and 105 are | abel ed extrenely | oud,

above 105 are | abel ed as dangerous.

t he techni ques of

a 19t h-century fuel

i ncl udi ng i npaired sl eep,

that this

Tr ai n- engi ne horns

and t hose
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The National Institute for Occupati onal

and Health recommends | ess than 15 m nutes of exposure

per day to noi ses over 100 deci bel s.
VWhet her the debate of the trains going east or
west is clear to the EI'S, every community is affected

with train noise. | encourage you to | ook very

carefully at these situations and these effects.
Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

comment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is

John Wbodl and.

JOHN WOODLAND: Thank you. That's

John Wodl and, Wo-0-d-I-a-n-d, Superior, Mntana.

| recently retired fromthe position of fire

chief in Superior. | do want to point out that the

comments | neake toni ght have nothing to do with ny

enpl oyer's position -- or ny fornmer enployer's position.

The Draft EI'S nentions the possibility of coal

goi ng west but focuses entirely on the downstream

effects going east. Yet, as has been pointed out

by

ot her speakers, there are an awful | ot of reasons to
thi nk that the denmand for coal going east is going down
rapidly and that, in fact, this coal is going to go

west, including this connection between the people

Saf ety
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| ooking to develop Oter Creek and the people | ooking to

devel op West Coast ports. It just doesn't make sense

that you ignore the possibility of it going west.

The Draft EIS al so dism sses climate change,

taking the position that there will be no net change in

t he anmount of coal that is being burned; that this wll

just displace other coal. That doesn't nake sense
either. Basic economcs, basic -- the |l aw of supply and
demand: You increase the supply, the price goes down.

The price goes down, it nakes it nore attractive to

conti nue burning coal . It nakes it nore conpetitive, if

not for here, to foreign ports.

So ignoring the clinmate change i npacts and

ignoring the inpact of transportation through the

western part of this state and on just don't nake sense,

from basic | ogic.

The county I live in is one of the nore poor

counties in the state. W share wth Sanders County

sone of the highest unenploynent rates. W have very

few resources to try and narrow and mtigate crossing

probl ens, and yet that's what w |l happen.

Arch Coal will make noney off of the coal.

Burlington Northern will nmake noney off the transport.

And the poor counties in Western Montana will bear the

bur den.
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My county is very steep, nobuntai nous, and rai

traffic is a real problem There have been two cargoes

dunped in the Cark Fork River, one visible fromny

hone, within the | ast couple years. One of them got

sone pretty good press because it was al so a whol e bunch

of aircraft fusel ages, and so it nakes sone pretty

interesting pictures. Sone of you may renenber that.

The next jurisdiction east of ny jurisdiction

is the one fanpbus for one of the worst rail disasters

ever. It was a wreck in Alberton that resulted in a

chlorine rel ease that closed |-90 and evacuat ed t he

entire town of Al berton for multiple weeks. That was, |
bel i eve, 1996.
The rail line through our area w nds ri ght

along the nmountains. The trains fall off the tracks

regularly. And to ignore a nassive increase in traffic

wth material that is dunped in the dark Fork River is

going to do an awful | ot of damage. And even just the

dust that ends up in the Cark Fork R ver is wong.

The Draft EI'S nust be anmended to seriously

consi der the inpacts when it goes West.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your

conment s.
Qur next speaker is Kelly Radue.

KELLY RADUE: M nane is Kelly Radue,
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R-a-d-u-e. | ama | andowner out in the Tongue R ver
Val | ey.

This railroad, of course, would directly
I npact us. I do wish to thank the STB for all ow ng us
to address you and to visit with you and so on, relative
to the proposed Tongue River Railroad or, as what | have
been referring to it in nmy discussions with ny
nei ghbors, as the "Field of Dreans Railroad.” In other
words, build it, and they will cone.

What we're tal king about here is a railroad

froma nonexistent mne to a nonexi stent port to serve

nonexi stent nmarkets. This doesn't nake very nmuch sense
to ne as a capitalist, as a businessnman, out in the
Tongue Ri ver vall ey.

| strongly urge the STB to |l ook at this

through a very critical eye and exercise its authority.

This does not serve a public need or a conveni ence, and

| urge you to do your job and say "No permt."

Thank you very much.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Qur next speaker this afternoon is Mark Fi x.

MARK FI'X: Hello. I'mMark Fix. That's
F-i-X. I'"'ma rancher and irrigator on the Tongue River,
about 20 mles southwest of Mles City. I|I'mhere to
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speak for the "No-Action"” alternative.

The Draft Environnental | npact Statenent does
not go into much detail, even though it is a huge
docunent .

Duri ng scopi ng, you provided us maps that
showed where the routes were supposed to be. W had
questi ons about their -- whether there m ght be sitings.
You provided that information to us. The draft does not
show where the sitings m ght be. It only talks in
general terns as to where they m ght be.

Qur ranch has two routes proposed across it
and four alternatives. During scoping, the nap that was
given to ne for the Moon Creek alternative went across
ny place and did not cross a well we have on the pl ace.
The | atest proposal for the Moon Creek alternative would
now cross the well.

The draft says that any well that is crossed

woul d be pl ugged. It does not state whether or not the
Tongue River Railroad wll replace the wells -- the wel
or not.

The Moon Creek alternative would split ny
ranch in half. | would probably need to repl ace one
well with two wells, because the pasture would be split
in two. Pastures would be split in two.

The Moon Creek route follows ny access road up,-
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over the Moon Creek Divide. I could not access ny
pasture, because the railroad woul d take out ny access
road. The train is too steep, and | could not access ny

north pasture wi thout buil ding a new road.

It appears that the cuts on the Mbon Creek

route could divert drainage water into the Tongue Ri ver

drai nage i nstead of the Yell owstone drai nage. One of ny

dans may no longer fill with water due to this change.

The Tongue Ri ver route would al so cross our

One of the things | realized after years of

property.

dealing with the proposed Tongue R ver Railroad is that

a road would have to be built alongside the route to
weeds.

access the trap for fire and to spray for

D sturbing the land will open up a corridor for weeds to

spread up and down the disturbed area.

The draft tal ks about where road crossi ngs nay
be required but did not |ook at the fact that a road
woul d be required for the Tongue Ri ver route. There is

no access fromMles Gty to the SH Ranch on the west

side of the river. There is also no access after the

Har wood [ phonetic] Ranch until Brandenburg.

There is al so no road proposed for the

Moon Creek alternati ve. Access to that area woul d be

difficult and would be several mles from any

resi dences.
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Fires created by the railroad may not be seen

until they are out of control. There's no discussion
about how the grade wll be built. WII they need to
use our private bridges across the Tongue to build the

railroad, or will they only access the area fromthe

west side of the river? Howwll they service the area

once the rail line is built? Again, wll they want to

use our private bridges?

I notice that there is a picture of where the

railroad is proposed under the 1-94 interstate here,

close to Mles City. The picture does not show that an

exit will be created at that point. There should be an

exit provided so that energency vehicles could access

the rail line to fight fires and spray weeds.

The picture brings up nore questions. Wuld

trains be stopped to wait for an opening on the existing

BN line? It appears that a train parked near the

BN |i ne woul d bl ock the access to Fort Keogh.

The best way to access Fort Keogh to fight a

fire would be to go to the fish hatchery and go under

the interstate. A train parked there would bl ock that

access. An access would need to be provided to provide

operation of Fort Keogh and access for fire and spraying

for weeds along the rail line.

If aroad is built along the track, will the
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cost be paid for by the railroad, or by the taxpayers?

Thank you.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Thank you for your
conment s.

Those are all of the individuals that we had
signed up to speak. Wuld anyone else |like to make an
oral comment at this tinme?

to make sure |

ri ght.

G a- m p- b-

spel l i ng?

AMORETTE ALLI SON: I"'ma reporter, and | want

have everybody's nanmes, you know, spelled

Ni ck, N-i-c-k, E-n-g-e-I-f-r-i-e-d.

NI CK ENGELFRI ED: That's right.

AMORETTE ALLI SON: Cate, C a-t-e, Canpbell,
e-1-1.
Marta, Ma-r-t-a, Me-e-n-g-e-s.

Lee Me-t-z-g-a-r.
And Tim S-k-u-f-c-a.

John, are you an H or an N?

JOHN WOODL AND: J-o0- h-n.

AMORETTE ALLI SON: Wodl and, Wo-o0-d-I-a-n-d.

Kelly, K-e-l-1-y, R a-d-u-e.

And Mark Fix | can spell.

THE COURT REPORTER: Can | get your nane and

AMORETTE ALLI SON: I"'mfromthe Mles Gty
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Star, and ny nane is Anorette, A-mo-r-e-t-t-e, and ny
| ast nane is Allison, AIl-l-i-s-0-n. It sounds
backwards, but it's not.

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Is there anyone el se that

would i ke to make an oral coment? Anyone who al ready

spoke who would |i ke to expand upon their coments?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now can | get your

spel li ngs?

JENNI FER PI GGOTT: Yeah. In just a nonent.

So, | adies and gentl enen, thank you for your

participation. |1'mgoing to turn the m crophone back

over to Ken for a few |l ast words, and then we can

conti nue the open house, since we have sone renaining

ti nme.

KEN BLODGETT: | would just like to thank

everybody for comng to this afternoon's neeting.

greatly appreciate your interest and your participation

in the board's environnental review process.

Addi ti onal comments can conti nue to be

provi ded through August 24th, either in witing to the

board or on the project Wb site, electronically,

t ongueri verei s. com

That concludes this afternoon's neeting.

W' Il have another neeting here in this sane roomthis

evening at 6:00 p.m, and two neetings tonorrow are

W do
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schedul ed in Col strip.

So thank you all for com ng, and we | ook
forward to hearing nore fromyou.

Thanks.

(Wher eupon, the proceeding

concluded at 3:10 p.m)
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