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[Comment Number: 1 |

Surface Transportation Board 23

Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18072

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: John Peters Date Received: 03/19/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 03/19/2010

Submitter's Comments

This Railroad Connection 2 will run right thru my house and my business and storage yard , | oppose this direction for your
unneeded spur. Even if it didn't go thru my house and property | would still oppose all the noise pollution that it would bring. |
lam over a mile away from the main line right now and can hear it's noise.

IThere are alot of houses around here and the most logical route would be the Conn 3 . There is nobody out there. | am sure if
lyou pick conn. 2 you will be meet by protest . My wife and myself have close to thirty years invested in these business's and
house and will not just give it away without a fight. John + Teresa Peters Lakeway Woods block 1 lots 11,12,13

(907) 892-7108 (WE HATE NOISE)

Image Attachment(s)

STORE.jpg

STORE.jpg

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/3B675...  5/4/2010
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[Comment Number: 2 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18073

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: John Peters Date Received: 03/19/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 03/19/2010

Submitter's Comments

This Railroad Connection 2 will run right thru my house and my business and storage yard , | oppose this direction for your
unneeded spur. Even if it didn't go thru my house and property | would still oppose all the noise pollution that it would bring. |
lam over a mile away from the main line right now and can hear it's noise.

IThere are alot of houses around here and the most logical route would be the Conn 3 . There is nobody out there. | am sure if
lyou pick conn. 2 you will be meet by protest . My wife and myself have close to thirty years invested in these business's and
house and will not just give it away without a fight. John + Teresa Peters Lakeway Woods block 1 lots 11,12,13

(907) 892-7108 (WE HATE NOISE)

No On Connection 2 It will go through our storage yard Home and consignment business. This is for our retirement, PLEASE
don't go this way. Teresa Peters

Image Attachment(s)

STORE.jpg

B

STORE.jpg

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/FD38D... 5/4/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 3 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18076

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Howard Hancock Date Received: 03/28/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 03/28/2010

Submitter's Comments

Draft EIS - Alaska Railroad - Port MacKenzie Rail Extension:

lAs a property owner in Willow, AK, the major impacts for me are from 1)train/rail noise, both from initial construction and
longoing future operations and 2)Parks and Recreational/Trails resources. Noise of course will increase for all build
alternatives, but the swamps in the Willow route will carry and echo train sound more than other wooded routes to Houston or
Big Lake would. Per the DEIS noise would have "severe" impacts.

More parks and recreational trails will be impacted in the Willow area than in other areas, per the DEIS. | am a frequent winter
user of the parks and trails in the Willow area and do not want to see them bisected and disrupted by a rail line. My preference|
is to see the Mac East, Conn 3, Houston, Houston South or Houston North alternatives. This route would have the least

impact on recreational park and trail users and would not impact or create crossings over the Parks highway or Big Lake Road
or Willow Creek.

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/6FAFE... 5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 5 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record

Page 1 of 1

#EI-18089

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Ben Demboski Date Received: 04/05/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/05/2010

Submitter's Comments

every year from this area. Houston Alaska is a better choice. Respectfully, Ben Demboski

STB Finance Docket 35095 Alaska Railroad Point Mckenzie rail extension. Please do not build this Extenxion to Willow
IAlaska. it will cross parklands and ruin Hunting and fishing in the area. My family depends on the Moose and Salmon | get

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/4BBFF... 5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 7 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record

Page 1 of 1

#EI-18091

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Phillip Saunders Date Received: 04/07/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/07/2010

Submitter's Comments

comment.

Just writing to say I'm in full support of the Alaska rail line extension to Port MacKenzie. Thanks for the opportunity to

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/3EAEL... 5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 9 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18093

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Dan Kruse Date Received: 04/09/2010
Group: Big Lake Trails, Inc. (501c3 non-  Date of Letter: 04/09/2010
profit trail organization for Big Lake
Alaska)

Submitter's Comments

During the April 7, 2010 Public Hearing held in Big Lake, Alaska regarding the MacKenzie railroad project on the STB draft
EIS, the STB was asked by the audience if they had seen or read the 2009 Big Lake Comprehensive Plan. Enclosed is the
PDF document of the Big Lake Final Plan that the community developed for the long term (20+ year) vision and
recommended developments for the Big Lake community. This plan was developed and adopted by Big Lake community
stakeholders over many years, extensively reviewed in Public Hearings, and endorsed in 2009 by the Mat-Su Assembly under
ordinance as the guiding community planning document. The document can be found online at
http://ww1.matsugov.us/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=1906&Itemid=238 and it is also attached
electronically for the public record and your consideration. This official planning document for Big Lake is a detailed all-
lencompassing community planning tool, including existing and future trail strategies that are entirely consistent with the
presentation and recommendations made by Big Lake Trails, Inc. (Dan Kruse, Vice President), which is also enclosed in PDF
format for your reference and record. Please review the comprehensive planning document as you consider this very
important decision as it accurately reflects the opinions and sentiments of the majority in Big Lake and what you heard and
was submitted at the Big Lake Public Hearing held on April 7, 2010 with the STB regarding the draft rail project EIS. Restating
our April 7, 2010 position, Big Lake Trails, Inc. supports the Willow rail route, with the Big Lake route as a poor second choice,
and completely opposes any and all of the Houston rail routes given the severe impacts it will have to the existing MSB
approved historic and regionally significant recreational trail system and to a large segment of greater Big Lake area private
property owners.

Sincerely,

Dan Kruse

\Vice President

Big Lake Trails, Inc.
trails@biglaketrails.org
www.biglaketrails.org

Image Attachment(s)

ATTALMOG.pdf ATTZUVPY.pdf

ATTALMOG.pdf ATTZUVPY .pdf

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/4C763...  5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 10 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record

Page 1 of 1

#EI1-18094

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Lynndeen Knapp Date Received: 04/11/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/11/2010

Submitter's Comments

Please concider the Willow option with more distance from Red shirt Lake. Thank you Lynndeen

The option that should be taken out of the picture is the Big Lake route. There is most environmental and cultural damage
with this path. There are the wetlands, moose habitat, cranes nesting in this area to be considered. There is the other things
such as spliting up the neighborhood, safety with the school and finally the sound carries so far in the quiet of the winter.

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/DF486... 5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 11 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18095

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: James Faiks Date Received: 04/13/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/13/2010

Submitter's Comments

| understand that the primary objective of this rail extension is to facilitate the movement of freight between interior Alaska
and a port. Since the Anchorage port is further away and has very little land for staging industrial projects, extending the RR to
the port at MacKenzie does make sense.

| believe the Willow route should be selected for the following reasons:

1. It is the most direct route from the interior to a port.

2. It has the least impact on dedicated recreational trails.

3. It crosses or impacts less private property than the other 2 routes.

4. 1t will not cross any major roads, and only a few minor ones.

5. Although this route requires the construction of more rail miles, the reduced cost of road and trail crossings and the fewer
land condemnations and conflicts with private land owners could make it the most cost effective route.

6. If a road were to be constructed later adjacent to the Rail, it would greatly reduce commercial traffic though downtown Big
Lake.

7. As the port becomes more successful, increased Rail traffic to it along the Willow route will be the least disruptive for the
majority of the population.

8. The Willow route follows a glacier moraine and might avoid more wet lands than the other two routes.

| encourage you to select the Willow route.

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/EF797...  5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 12 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record

Page 1 of 1

#EI-18096

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Douglas Debenham Date Received: 04/12/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/12/2010

Submitter's Comments

Re: Houston south route for the railroad.

consideration of this request.
Sincerely,
Douglas R. Debenham, M.D.

Please do not use this route for the railway. There are many cabins and recreational areas on this route that would be
adversely affected. | have spent the last almost forty years of my life enjoying the areas around crooked lake in particular.
Please give careful consideration to the Willow route as this would affect fewer people. Thanks for your thoughtful

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/8CDE...  5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 13 |

Surface Transportation Board £

Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18097
Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0

Name of Sender: WILLIAM MAILER Date Received: 04/14/2010

Group: Date of Letter: 04/14/2010

Submitter's Comments
Please see attached document.

Image Attachment(s)

Draft EIS Comments ARR Extension.doc

Draft EIS Comments ARR Extension.doc

http://www.sth.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/734495... 5/5/2010
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[Comment Number: 13 (continued) |

WILLIAM and KATHLEEN MAILER
P.O. Box 947
12374 Hagion Shores Drive

Willow, Alaska 99688
wmailer@mtaonline.net

April 14, 2010

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

To Whom It May Concern: Reference: Finance Docket No. 35095

The purpose of this correspondence is to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement regarding the Port Mackenzie Rail Extension Project. We would like to
compliment the authors of this document for the apparent thoroughness and
thoughtfulness.

Willow, Alaska is directly and negatively impacted by the proposed Willow route of the
rail extension. This area is very rural and dependent on the near pristine quality of our
environment. The Willow Creek State Recreation Area and the Nancy Lake State
Recreation Area would both be adversely affected by the rail extension. Each is
immediately adjacent to the community of Willow.

Residents of Willow use the area proposed for the rail extension for recreation, hunting
and fishing. The proposed loss of wildlife habitat and degradation of the many highly

used trails in the area would have a profound negative impact on the area. | just can’t
imagine how snow machines and dog sled teams will safely negotiate crossing tracks.

Additionally, the estimated cost for the Willow route is higher by tens of millions of
dollars that other routes. This factor alone should preclude this route from being
selected.

These concerns are well supported in the Draft EIS.

There is one special request that we would like you to consider. That is to require the
Alaska Railroad to salvage all trees in the right-of-way of whatever route is selected.
There is a great need for firewood by residents in the area. Trees in excess of three
inches in diameter should be salvaged and transported to staging areas where
individuals could collect them.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

William and Kathleen Mailer

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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[Comment Number: 14 |

Surface Transportation Board £
Incoming Correspondence Record #EI-18098

Correspondence Information

Docket #: FD 35095 0
Name of Sender: Lev Shvarts Date Received: 04/19/2010
Group: Date of Letter: 04/19/2010

Submitter's Comments

As a landowner in Willow, I'm very concerned about both the environmental impact of the proposed branch through Willow,
and the loss of trail access and recreational opportunities the branch through Willow will undoubtedly bring. This would be a
devastating loss to a community that caters to recreational interests, and the loss of trail access would be disastrous.

I'm deeply against running the proposed rail line through Willow. Houston wants it, give it to them. Don't run it through Willow.

http://www.stb.dot.gov/ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/524E23... 5/5/2010

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011
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(continued)

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011 R-23



Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement

|[Comment Number: 18 |

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011 R-24



Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement

Comment Number: 18
(continued)

Written Comments on the Draft EIS March 2011 R-25



Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Final Environmental Impact Statement

[Comment Number: 19 |

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Section of Environmental Analysis

Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project
Environmental Impact Statement

I

COMMENT FORM

Your input is an important element in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement phase of this project.
To help us incorporate your views and suggestions, please provide your comments below and mail them
to the address preprinted on the back of this form. Please write legibly. You may attach additional sheets
if necessary. Alternatively, you may submit your comments online at STB’s Web site (http://
www.stb.dot.gov/) by clicking on “E-Filing” and selecting “Environmental Comments” or by mailing a
comment letter to the address provided on the back of this form.

Please include your name and address so that we can add you to our mailing list if you would like to re-
ceive subsequent information on the project. Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your com-
ments.

Full Name: L.u V\é,e, A QL*’COYYI‘b

Address: DO éa)o)x 90} (% N 5(0906'] . D‘“’LS 747"”{)

City, State, Zip : \,O‘\\\uv\) ‘QSK %u}f@

Phone: Llﬂ\g" ,,4 f(ﬂ

What comments do you have about the Draft Environmental Impact Statement?

Dt pddlend o irs om,v»o’tuj Al He tods .
w\\«\o Yy ‘WJZA:\\J,(&J\S dﬁmﬁ«w ANy HDer 5 %‘QJ?AL«*J
sparrrig ol mmujﬁms xm can g oA
WVY*%JQ VLUBW w' s wsz One ﬂ‘two
JISLTES! ULU Ja A=) (VMM%

Mm uxu/vud oM bttt e - witlaads
ol Blaggrn < _lod m"tm 5N _ate,

STB Finance Docket No. 35095
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(continued)
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(continued)
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Comment Number: 22 |

April 7, 2010

David Navecky

STB Finance Docket No. 35095

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street S.W. i
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re: Port MacKenzie Rail Line Extension through Big Lake, Alaska

Dear Mr. Navecky,

Trails are vital part of the environmental, social, historical and economic fabric of Big Lake. Both secured
and non-secured trails provide a critically important stimulus to our local economy, provide valued
recreational opportunities for our residents and provide required transportation links to cabins,
settlements and other communities. The rail extension through Big Lake is of grave concern to trail users
because it threatens to permanently divide, damage or destroy the tapestry of this community that so
many of us have so carefully woven.

The attached map shows the impact that the proposed rail alignments will have on the Big Lake trail
system See the orange arrows for intersecting rail and trail points. The proposed rail extensions will
impact Big Lake recreational trails, as follows:

e Big Lake Route - Currently intersects and conflicts with trails in two locations. Not shown is a
conflict with a multi-million dollar proposed Wasilla to Big Lake Trail which is currently under
study to provide both motorized and non-motorized trails linking these two communities. This
proposed trail, when developed, will be of economic importance to the whole Matanuska-
Susitna Borough

e Willow Route - Intersects and conflicts with trails in three locations.
e Houston Routes (North and South) - Intersects and conflicts with trails in seven locations.

Because trails are so important to Big Lake, many residents and non-residents joined together as
guardians of current trails and as developers of future trails to form Big Lake Trails. Big Lake Trails, Inc. is
a non-profit 501c3 organization representing over 100 trail user members. Many more citizens rely on
this organization to protect area trails. The members and Board of Big Lake Trails have unanimously
approved the following position as it applies to the rail extension through Big Lake:

e The Willow route provides the best alternative for the community because it provides the least
conflict with private property owners and will minimally impact legally protected trails. It is our

Page 10f3
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Comment Number: 22
(continued)

understanding that these legally protected trails will be provided with adequate crossings that
will allow use by the general public as well as grooming access for large groomers that will
enable us to maintain these trails. Choosing this route may have the unintended benefit of
opening up land to the west of Big Lake allowing for growth of the Borough tax base and
allowing the future westward expansion of our road system. This would be viewed as a positive
benefit of the rail extension versus a negative.

e |fthe Willow route were to be removed from consideration, the Big Lake route to the south
would be a second but poor choice. Clearly, the Big Lake route has the least impact to
recognized trails. Unfortunately, it does have a high impact on private property owners and
property ownership.

e The two Houston routes are totally unacceptable to our trail users because of the very high
impact on trails and on private property owners. It would be better for the STB to take the “no
action” alternative rather than to consider either the North or South Houston route. These
routes would completely destroy winter recreational trail opportunities, and would create a
high noise and safety issue for property owners.

Our position is further supported by many residents of the community, the current Big Lake
Comprehensive Plan, the Big Lake Community Council and the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce. It is our
hope that the STB recognizes the right of this community to manage change in a way that fits our life
style and our vision for the future. Any funding concerns or politics that have come into play regarding
choosing either of the Houston routes need to take a back seat to the destruction of our quality of life.

The additional rail options for consideration in the draft EIS located to the south of the routes discussed
above, namely Conn 1, Conn 2, Conn 3, Mac East and Mac West, do not present conflicts with our
existing trail system and therefore, we have no stated position or preference as to these routes.

Big Lake Trails stands ready and willing to work with engineers who will insure adequate design work on
the future trail crossings needed for this project. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Best Regards,

Dan Mayfield

President, Big Lake Trails, Inc.
PO Box 520705

Big Lake, AK 99652

Cell: 907-223-2447

Page 2 of 3
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(continued)
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[Comment Number: 23 |

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Section of Environmental Analysis

Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project
Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT FORM
Your input is an important element in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement phase of this project.
To help us incorporate your views and suggestions, please provide your comments below and mail them
to the address preprinted on the back of this form. Please write legibly. You may attach additional sheets
if necessary. Alternatively, you may submit your comments online at STB’s Web site (http://
www.stb.dot.gov/) by clicking on “E-Filing” and selecting “Environmental Comments” or by mailing a
comment letter to the address provided on the back of this form.

Please include your name and address so that we can add you to our mailing list if you would like to re-
ceive subsequent information on the project. Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your com-

ments.

Full Name: __ ”3/1 o
Address: 3755 AL Siecca ST roe+

City, State, Zip : [A)Oéﬂ/[ﬁ[, AK qugg/

Phone: }Z/// -7 éB

What comments do you have about the Draft Environmental Impact Statement?
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Section of Environmental Analysis

Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project
Environmental Impact Statement

Your input is an important element in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement phase of this project.
To help us incorporate your views and suggestions, please provide your comments below and mail thera
to the address preprinted on the back of this form. Please write legibly. You may attach additional sheets
if necessary. Alternatively, you may submit your comments online at STB’s Web site (http://
www.stb.dot.gov/) by clicking on “E-Filing” and selecting “Environmental Comments” or by mailing a
comment lefter to the address provided on the back of this form.

Please include your name and address so that we can add you to our mailing list if you would like to re-
ceive subsequent information on the project. Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your com-
ments.
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(continued)
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Comment Number: 27

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Section of Environmental Analysis

Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project
Environmental Impact Statement

COMMENT FORM

Your input is an important element in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement phase of this project.
To help us incorporate your views and suggestions, please provide your comments below and mail them
to the address preprinted on the back of this form. Please write legibly. You may attach additional sheets
if necessary. Alternatively, you may submit your comments online at STB’s Web site (http://
www.stb.dot.gov/) by clicking on “E-Filing” and selecting “Environmental Comments” or by mailing a
comment letter to the address provided on the back of this form.

Please include your name and