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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 35095 0 
  Name of Sender: Ryota Abe Date Received: 05/10/2010
  Group: Date of Letter: 05/10/2010

Submitter's Comments
Ref: Port MacKenzie Rail Project (STB Finance Document Docket # 35095)  
Mr. Navecky, 
Please accept the attached letter with corrections in replacement of the Comments I email a few minutes ago. I found several 
typos that potentially affected the intended meaining of the comments. Sorry for the confusion. 

Thank you. 

Image Attachment(s)

Port Mac Rail DEIS Comments.pdf
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�

May�10th�2010�
�
To:�� � � � � � � � � � � �
David�Navecky�
Surface�Transportation�Board�
395�E�Street,�SW�
Washington,�DC�20423�
Attention:�Environmental�Filing�
�
From:�
Ryota�Abe�
3411�Wiley�Post�Loop��
Anchorage,�AK�99517�
(907)868�3216�
ryotaabe@gmail.com�
�
Ref:�Port�MacKenzie�Rail�Project�(STB�Finance�Docket�No.�35095)�

Dear�Mr.�Navecky,�

As�a�recreational�user�of�and�co�owner�of�property�within�the�Port�Mackenzie�Area�I�submit�the�
following�comments�regarding�the�options�currently�proposed�through�the�Point�Mackenzie�Agricultural�
district.�

1) Please�consider�the�direct,�indirect,�and�cumulative�impacts�to�the�Goose�Bay�State�Game�
Refuge.�Numerous�developments�in�the�area�have�been�planned�and�many�are�under�way.�For�
example,�the�Goose�Creek�Correctional�facility�is�being�constructed�at�the�headwaters�of�the�
refuge,�a�high�voltage�intertie�cuts�through�the�refuge,�the�Knik�Arm�Crossing�or�Port�Mackenzie�
Ferry�if�constructed�will�further�increase�traffic�within�this�area,�and�now�a�planned�rail�corridor�
in�close�proximity�may�bring�additional�concerns.�Additionally,�the�Cook�Inlet�Beluga�whales�are�
known�to�forage�for�salmon�within�Goose�Bay�estuary.��
�

2) For�the�Mac�East�Corridor,�what�is�the�associated�cost�with�creating�grade�separation�at�every�
rail�crossing?�Have�these�costs�been�included�in�your�deliberations?�Will�the�ARRC�agree�to�pay�
for�the�cost�of�such�grade�separations�in�the�future?�While�current�traffic�levels�may�tolerate�
delays�expected�for�at�grade�separations,�will�future�traffic�as�expected�with�the�development�of�
a�major�transportation�corridor�and�the�associated�surrounding�development�create�a�concern?��
Will�the�current�offset�from�the�roadway�provide�adequate�queuing�space�for�anticipated�delays�
without�creating�a�safety�hazard�along�the�Point�Mackenzie�Road�or�side�roads?�Certainly�within�
the�next�20�years�there�is�more�than�just�a�chance�of�significant�development�in�this�area.�There�
may�be�a�short�terms�savings,�but�the�overall�total�future�cost�may�be�much�greater�
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3) Regarding�the�Mac�East�corridor,�how�will�a�rail�immediately�adjacent�to�the�existing�road�affect�
existing�and�future�access�to�private�property?�Will�the�rail�limit�the�functionality�of�future�
frontage�roads�along�Point�Mackenzie�Road?��
�

4) Regarding�the�Mac�East�corridor,�please�further�describe�how�future�development�will�be�both�
limited�and�enhanced�by�a�rail�placed�so�close�to�Point�Mackenzie�Road�where�one�might�expect�
significant�future�commercial�and�other�development�that�would�be�sources�of�significant�
economic�activity�for�the�area.�For�example,�will�commercial�centers�be�pushed�further�from�the�
road,�will�industrial�activities�be�allowed�to�occur�all�along�the�rail�even�outside�the�Port�District,�
will�pedestrian�access�be�negatively�impacted?�
�

5) In�the�PEAR,�the�MAC�Central�route�(Route�#5)�was�dismissed�as�it�had�poor�public�support�and�
affects�too�many�private�property�owners.�However,�the�description�provided�appears�to�be�in�
context�of�a�greater�overall�route�that�includes�the�section�through�the�Big�Lake�Area.�The�
Routes�within�the�DEIS�are�presented�a�la�carte�where�options�within�a�segment�can�be�
connected�to�various�options�within�another�segment.�In�the�new�scenario,�it�seems�somewhat�
arbitrary�to�dismiss�the�Central�route�through�the�Port�Mac�Agricultural�district�based�on�the�
reasons�stated�in�the�PEAR.�At�face�value�it�would�not�appear�to�affect�anymore�property�
owners�than�either�the�East�or�West�Routes.�It�would�maximize�the�distance�from�both�the�
Susitna�and�Goose�Bay�Refuges,�decreasing�habitat�fragmentation.�Additionally,�there�would�be�
fewer�access�issues�for�future�development�and�overall�improved�safety�along�the�current�
highway�corridor.�Finally,�the�track�would�be�much�shorter�and�straighter�which�should�reduce�
costs�while�increasing�operational�safety�for�trains.�Please�reconsider�including�this�alternative�
(at�least�the�portion�through�the�agricultural�district)�and�associated�analysis�within�the�DEIS�
scope.�It�appears�to�address�many�of�the�negative�aspects�of�the�Mac�East�and�West�alternative�
and�should�be�given�an�equal�evaluation.�
�

From�the�comments�above�it�should�be�clear�that�I�have�some�outstanding�concerns�about�the�Mac�East�
alignment.�However,�addressing�these�comments�will�hopefully�allay�those�concerns�to�the�extent�
possible.�I�would�like�to�close�this�letter�by�stating�that�I�am�in�full�support�of�the�rail�project�and�hope�to�
see�it�completed�within�the�near�future.�

Thank�you�for�your�consideration�of�my�comments.�

Sincerely,�

Ryota�Abe�

�

�
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  Group: Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRI) Date of Letter: 05/10/2010

Submitter's Comments
STB Finance Docket No. 35095 
CIRI Comment Letter Attached

Image Attachment(s)

CIRI, Port Mac Rail Ext Draft EIS Comments 05.10.10.pdf

CIRI, Port Mac Rail Ext Draft EIS Comments 05.10.10.pdf
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           The Mac west route would be the far safer for people.  The wet lands 
won't have anyone building or farming so there would be less need for crossing 
areas.  The habitat would be less challenged because it is on the edge of the 
dry lands and farm land.  It would also be less of a hazard to the wildlife.  
Probably the most expensive to build but the least problematic as far as safety 
for both people and wildlife. 

     The Mac central route would be the next best .  It cuts right through the 
farm land, there is no infrastructure to the west which would keep the need for 
crossings down and its less likely for building to the west.  Wildlife would have 
less problems, too.  This would be the least expensive to build because it is 
straight and easements are in place. 

    The Mac east would be the least safe for people and wildlife.  In the winter 
time  all the snow cleared land-roads and railroad- is where the moose want to 
stay near during the winter (deep snow). This causes danger-collisions for 
people and wildlife both.  This area is already a natural pathway for wildlife-just 
west of the hills and lakes.  The wildlife tend to congregate here all winter.  It 
would also be a problem because of the farms and farmland to the west that 
people have access to now and would grow as time goes by. They would need 
the maximum possible number of railroad crossings and as time goes by it 
would get worse.�
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  Docket #: FD 35095 0 
  Name of Sender: Evelyn Frances Vadla Date Received: 05/10/2010
  Group: Date of Letter: 05/10/2010

Submitter's Comments
Having homesteaded and now living near the Big Lake Route of the Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project, I am opposed to 
the development of this route. We cherish the tranquility, the purity of air, the space around us. Why do we need it now? 
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 35095 0 
  Name of Sender: Randi Hirschmann Date Received: 05/10/2010
  Group: Date of Letter: 05/03/2010

Submitter's Comments
TO: Surface Transportation Board 
RE: STB Finance Docket No. 35095 
SUBJECT: Environmental Comment by Randi Hirschmann 

David Navecky
Surface Transportation Board  
395 E Street, SW  
Washington, DC 20423-0001  
Attention: STB Finance Docket No. 35095  

Dear Staff, 

If we have to recommend a new extension of the Alaska Railroad from The Parks Hwy to Port McKenzie, please consider 
following the Willow Route. I think this route will have the least impact on our pristine recreational areas, wildlife, and wetland 
areas. The Houston route is the most detrimental and harmful to our wetlands and bisects some of the most pristine and 
frequently used recreational lands in South Central Alaska. Along the Houston route are numerous streams, creeks, lakes and 
wetlands that are home to an abundance of birds, fish and wildlife with many species using this area for breeding and raising 
their young. A railroad grade greatly changes the natural flow of wetlands. The Draft EIS states that initially only 2 trains a day 
will come through the selected route. The Draft EIS ignores the possibility of greater railroad traffic. It is important to look at 
the possibility of fuel oil, coal and other hazardous materials being transported by the trains going to Port McKenzie. Wetlands
are the worse place to have a fuel spill. We have had major derailments on the Alaska Railroad with tankers of fuel being 
spilled.  

The Big Lake Route would be my second choice, because it crosses drier glacial till, but is less desirable due to human 
population density involved. 

From very early public meetings a few years ago, the Alaska Railroad and the Mat Su Borough seemed to prefer the Houston 
Route, which offers the shortest distance the railway would have to be built. They, of course, are looking at the bottom line 
even though at the most recent public meetings last month, they stated they have no preferences. They want the route that 
will be the most economic to develop, but will have the greatest damage to our wetlands, wildlife and pristine country. 
Remember too, wetlands are expensive to fill and a railroad grade built on boggy terrain is subject to frost heaving and 
subsidence due to the soggy organic base. 

Also to my dismay, I have heard that the survey team who conducted the surveys of the three possible routes to Port 
McKenzie was advised to put most of their money into the Houston route.  

It is very frustrating and disappointing to think that the private for profit Alaska Railroad and a very pro development Mat Su
Borough can carry so much weight and preferential influence in this decision. One wonders if these public meetings are more 
of a formality than a process that really represents the individual. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my comments, 

Randi Hirschmann
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Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 35095 0 
  Name of Sender: Fred Hirschmann Date Received: 05/10/2010
  Group: Date of Letter: 05/10/2010

Submitter's Comments
TO: Surface Transportation Board 
RE: STB Finance Docket No. 35095 
SUBJECT: Environmental Comment by Fred Hirschmann 

David Navecky
Surface Transportation Board  
395 E Street, SW  
Washington, DC 20423-0001  
Attention: STB Finance Docket No. 35095  

Dear Mr. Navecky, 

I would like to go on record as being opposed to all rail routes leading from the existing Alaska Railroad line to Point 
MacKenzie and the deepwater port the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has been trying to develop. If a route must be selected, 
then the longest Willow Route follows high ground with the least disruption to recreation areas, residential areas and sensitive
wetlands. 

The route that the borough seems to prefer, the Houston Route, crosses myriad wetlands that will require an inordinate 
amount of fill. A good share of that route, especially in the vicinity of the lakes south of Houston and around Papoose Lakes 
and Crooked Lake, are open marshy fens, basically quaking bogs where wetland vegetation covers former glacial kettle lakes. 
It’s inconceivable to me that a railroad grade could or should be built through such a non-weight bearing environment. Winter 
frost heaving coupled with wetland subsidence of the railroad bed will make train derailment a distinct possibility. Wetlands are
the worse location for a major fuel spill. We will see that problem firsthand over the weeks to come in Louisiana.  

Millions of dollars are being sunk into the Port at Point MacKenzie with virtually no economic return to the taxpayers of the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough or federal taxpayers. A ship or two a year has used the facility. The Borough cites the 
development of perhaps hundreds of mines and logging most of our boreal forest to supply a steady stream of railroad cars. 
Past logging has proven unprofitable and the dreamed of mines simply don’t exist. Anchorage already provides railroad and 
port facilities and this hasn’t spurred massive resource development in Alaska’s Interior. This huge push to extend the railroad
reminds me of the former boondoggle of building massive grain elevators for barley that would be grown at Delta. The 
predicted agricultural boom never happened, but millions of dollars were spent. 

Real Estate speculation in the vicinity of Port MacKenzie has been the tail wagging the dog concerning millions of dollars 
being spent to develop this area. This is the same location that has garnered so much national ridicule as being one of two 
Alaska locations for the infamous “Bridges to Nowhere.” Our former Borough Mayor, a local realtor, began much of the push 
to develop the Port and build road, railroad and bridge infrastructure. Years later, there are just a few people living and 
working anywhere around the Port. It has been a huge drain of taxpayer dollars. 

Sincerely, 
Fred Hirschmann 
3660 S. English Bay Dr. 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
Phone: 907-373-3750 
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Dear Mr. Navecky

It has come to the attention of the Knik-Fairview Community Council Non Profit, in Wasilla, 
Alaska, that the current EIS review, with the Draft rail alignment for extending the Alaska Rail 
Road from somewhere between Houston, Alaska and Willow, Alaska, south to Port MacKenzie, 
Alaska, is lacking something of special importance.

That lack is any mention, what so ever, of the Knik Sled Dog Recreational District, as approved 
by Mat-Su Borough ordinance Serial No. 08-161.  This area overlies the historically designated 
"Iditarod Trail" and is definitely something that anyone reviewing the report would want to be 
aware of.

We would like to request an amendment to the report, with extended review time, be put before 
the public.

Sincerely,

(Embedded image moved to file: pic06334.jpg)

B. H. Tilton
Board President
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