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Predominant BNSF Grain Traffic Flows 
2010 to 2012 
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BNSF Investing to Meet Capacity 
Demands 
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BNSF’s 2015 Capacity Projects 



5 Source: BNSF Equipment Team 
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Grain Fleet Car Additions 
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With Added Capacity Comes  
Improved Performance 

Source: AAR through May 22, 2015 

BNSF AG VELOCITY* (INDEXED TO JUNE 2014) PERCENT 

*Four-week moving average (measured in miles per hour) ending on the dates shown versus the average train 
speed recorded for the four-week period ending 6/27/14 
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BNSF and Our Customers Have Grown Our 
Business 

69 Origins 
32 Destinations  
 
13 Mexico Shuttle Destinations 

229 Origins 
99 Destinations 
 
31 Mexico Shuttle Destinations 

The number of BNSF shuttle facilities has increased dramatically over the last 15 years 

Estimated Total Customer 
Investments: $2.2B 
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BNSF-Served Unit and Gathered Train 
Ethanol Network 

2003 

• 24 Origins 
• 12 Destinations 

• 5 Origins 
•  1 Destination 

Estimated Customer Investments: $2.1B 
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2015 



BNSF-Served Unit Train Fertilizer Network 

• 1 Origins 
• 5 Destination 

• 14 Origins 
• 52 Destination 

Estimated Customer Investment: $750M 
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Grain Markets are Highly Competitive 

• Market competition in rail rates for grain is everywhere and 
is persistent.   

 
• Grain shippers have multiple options in many geographic 

areas. 
 

• Grain shippers’ competitive options include other railroads, 
trucks, barges and extensive geographic competition. 
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Destination Options from Aberdeen, SD 
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Examples of Corn Export Markets 
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BNSF R/VCs: Non-Shuttle versus 
Shuttle Shipments 
2010 to 2012 CWS Data (FTI Opening Exhibit 10) 



Agricultural Shipper and Producer Outreach 

• Montana Alternative Dispute 
Resolution 

• Ag Rail Business Council 

• Regional Ag Coalitions 

• Ag Symposiums 

• Customer Advisory Board 

• Trade and Industry Events 

• Producer Organization Events 

• Ag Ombudsman Program 

• Participation in broad number of 
shipper-sponsored and producer-
sponsored forums every year 

 

 

 
 

• Grassroots, Seminars, Town Halls, 
Listening Sessions 

• Bi-weekly Podcasts and ag-focused 
service and market communications 
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Conclusion 

• Virtuous cycle of investments. 
 
• Service has and will continue to improve. 
 
• The competitive market place is working efficiently. 

 
• We have pursued alternative resolution mechanisms. 
 
• Formulaic, outcome-oriented regulations are not productive 

and would have unintended consequences. 
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Appendix 
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BNSF is the Grain Leader in 
U.S. Rail Shipments 
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Source: Association of American Railroads (AAR) FY 2014 Weeks 1-52 Units Handled 

Units BNSF moved 33% more Grain volume 
in 2014 than our nearest competitor 
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