
May 7, 2014 

The Honorable Daniel R. Elliot, III 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Chairman Elliot and Vice Chairman Begeman: 

The Honorable Ann D. Begeman 
Vice Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423 

I would like to comment on the petition by the National Industrial Transportation League to modify 
TSB standards for mandatory competitive switching. Freight rail is a critical component of our 
nation's transportation system and I urge you to maintain the existing regulatory balance between the 

railroads and shippers. 

The United States enjoys the most affordable, efficient and environmentally-conscious rail system in 
the world. Nearly 1.8 trillion ton miles travel over nearly 140,000 miles of track creating and 
maintaining thousands of jobs while enhancing our economy. 

Despite our economic difficulties, over the past five years railroads have reinvested approximately 
$115 billion during that period back into their systems. Loss of the current balanced regulatory 
environment administered by STB would threaten continued investment. Maintaining current 
regulations will ensure that railroads continue to concentrate their efforts and resources into further 

enhancing route efficiency and safe operations. 

My colleagues on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee report that the U.S. 
Department of Transportation anticipates a 62% increase in freight shipments between 2011 and 
2040. I agree with them that freight rail needs to be able to make the necessary investments in their 
systems to match the rising demand for capacity. I agree with my colleagues that current regulations 
allow for the freight railroad industry to continue to enhance and strengthen the U.S. economy. 

Thank you for your consideration of my comments. I look forward to hearing from you about STB 
and your plans moving forward with freight rail regulation 

Sincerely, 

~&2~+-
William L. Enyart 
Member of Congress 
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