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I would tike to expten my strong vappott ^ Genesee & Wyomtng^s (GScW) pcoposed acquisition of 
RailAmericft and teq>ectfbUy tequesc that tiie Board review tfie transaction in die most'expeditious manner 
possible. The transaction w31 not oofy pfovide pubiic benefits to my tfistoct and New Yotk, bat also across 
die country. 

G&W is one of the most wccessftd short line operators to fhe country. They have a proven track record of 
acquiring sh<Ht Bnes, investing in them and devclopbig long tenn gtow^ of^wrt iu^^ 
began as a riiort line in 1899. and has been in iSm bu^iess ever sinoe. Tliey ate in the short bie business to 
run short lines. 

G&W also has dte capadfy to tnuuige.the RaSAmeiJca {xopetties. RailAmerica curcentfy manages 4S 
railroads operating 7,S00 track miles, wfafle G&W manages 63 raatoads operating 5,400 miles. G&W has die 
e]q>etience and management e^qwrtise for a smooth opetaikMui tnuMtion. 

Finafiy, atmibr to RailAmeiica's current busmess model, G&Ws busitwss modd depemb on each of its 
short lines openuing as kxal n^nads w ^ kical nianagets wiw Ittve dedsion-makfi^ autfa^ 
rail operatkxiB. Tliat is the strength of the slurt fine industty nationalfy and dus acquisition w31 insure ia 
s t r e i ^ going forward. It is dso a key fiKtor for supeckir customer service and senstdvity to locid 
community concerns. 

It is important to cxpwJitc the oonsklieradon ofthe pcoposed tnusacdon because a lengthy approval {xocess 
wilt bring uncertainty to Mppea and make it difficult for ctaxetit RailAmerica man^ement to plan fotute 
capital investment An expected review w9 also reduce uncertainty for iR%)it rail customers and aBow the 
stronger ooodjined company lobeg^ tealtsk(g the boiefits of the tnuuactkm sooner. 

I appreciate your conaidenrtion of thb icaportant matter to my dtoric^ state and countiy. 

Sincerely, 

Louise M. Slaughtef ^ 
Member of COO^KSB 
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