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Re: STB Finance Docket No. 35724, California High-Speed Rail Authority—Construction
Thomas J. Umberg Exemption—In Merced, Madera and Fresno Counties, California
Dear Ms. Brown:
Jeff Morales

cHier executive oFficek | The  Surface Transportation Board (Board) is considering the California High-Speed Rail
Authority’s (Authority) petition for an exemption (Petition) from the Board’s more formal
application procedures to permit the Authority to construct the initial section of California’s high-
speed train system, approximately 65 miles of a dedicated high-speed passenger rail line between
Merced and Fresno, California (Project). On April 18, 2013, the Board extended the initial April 16
deadline for replies to the Petition to May 8. This extension more than doubled the usual comment
period, from twenty days to forty-two days. On May 8, the Board received a request to again double
the comment period to July 15.

As a public agency of the State of California, the Authority takes its responsibilities for full and open
public participation in its processes seriously, The Authority and the U.S. Department of
Transportation, acting through the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), worked hard to ensure
that all interested parties had an opportunity to comment on the Project during the now-complete
environmental review process for the construction of this initial 65-mile segment (the only portion of
the planned system now before the Board). That process was governed by the public participation
provisions of both the National Environmental Policy Act and the California Environmental Quality
Act, and included 285 public and agency meetings, the consideration of almost 900 public
comunn e sown e, COMMents, and a 60-day comment period, 15 days beyond the requirements. All of the public
GOVERNOR comments and other information from the environmental process are available to the Board for its
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consideration of our Petition, and the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis has independently
reviewed and “agrees with its analysis and conclusions.”

The volume and depth of replies submitted by the May 8 deadline demonstrates that the extension
the Board granted has allowed ample time for the public to comment on the Petition. It is worth
noting that there were no requests from the general public or local officials in the Project area
seeking additional time to file comments.

Holding to the current schedule would strike the right balance of public interests: affording
sufficient time for meaningful public comment to the Board and avoiding unnecessary delay that
would lead to increased costs to the taxpayers. The Authority looks forward to working closely with
the Board to address any and all public comments or other issues, and respectfully requests that the
Board process this application as expeditiously as possible.”

Sincerely,

/—@)vf/(’ e //}/ VZO# W
Dan Richard Jeff Morales

Chairman Chief Executive Officer

1 "Surface Transportation Board, Notice of Adoption Recommendation and Recirculation of Final Environmental
Impact Statement, 78 Fed. Reg. 22031, 22032 (Apr. 12, 2013)"



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on May 10, 2013, I served the foregoing letter upon the following parties of

record in this proceeding:

Carol Bender
13340 Smoke Creek Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93314

Frank Bigelow

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0005

Scott Birkey

Preserve Our Heritage

555 California Street, 10th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104

Tony Boren

Fresno Council of Governments
2035 Tulare Street, Suite 201
Fresno, CA 93721

Morris Brown
140 Stone Pine Lane
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Governor Edmund g. Brown, Jr.
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Ken Calvert
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable John Campbell
U.S. House of Representatives
2331 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515

Colleen Carlson
1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Bldg. #4
Hanford, CA 93230

Raymond L. Carlson

Griswold, Lasalle, Cobb, Dowd & Gin, L.L.P.
111 E. Seventh Street

Hanford, CA 93230
carlson@griswoldlasalle.com

William C. Descary
604 Plover Court
Bakersfield, CA 93309-1336

Lee Ann Eager

Economic Development Corporation
906 N Street, Suite 120

Fresno, CA 93721

Richard S. Edelman

O’Donnell, Schwartz and Anderson, P.C.
1300 L Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005
redelman@odsalaw.com

Lori Flanagan

Alview-Dairyland Union School District
12861 Avenue 18 1/2

Chowechilla, CA 93610

Aaron Fukuda

Citizens For California High Speed Rail
Accountability

P.O. Box 881

Hanford, CA 93232

Aaron Fukuda
7450 Mountain View Street
Hanford, CA 93230

Honorable Janice Hahn
Congress Of The United States
Washington, DC 20515

Hamilton, Kathy
121 Forest Lane
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Diane L. Harkey

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0073



Andrew Heglund

City of Bakersfield

1600 Truxtun Avenue, 4th Floor
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Honorable Duncan L. Hunter
Us House Of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Darrell Issa

U.S. House Of Representatives

347 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Bill James
Jpods, Inc
9370 96th Street N
St. Paul, MN 55115

James Janz

Community Coalition On High Speed Rail
2995 Woodside Road

Woodside, CA 94062

Honorable Doug Lamalfa

U.S. House Of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Zoe Lofgren
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Charles Martin

Chowchilla Elementary School District
PO Box 910

Chowechilla, CA 93610

Paul Cook

U.S. House Of Representatives
506 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Tim Costa
Congress Of The United States
Washington, DC 20515

Steve Massaro
Preserve Our Heritage
PO Box 501
Chowechilla, CA 93610

Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Congress Of United States

2421 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Tom McClintock

U.S. House Of Representatives
434 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Howard P. Buck Mckeon
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Anil Mehta
2941 San Dimas Street, Suite 104
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Linda J. Morgan

Nossaman LLP

1666 K Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006
Imorgan@nossaman.com

Honorable Devin Nunes

U.S. House Of Representatives

Longworth House Office Building Suite 1013
Washington, DC 20515

Frank Oliveira
8835 22Nd Avenue
Lemoore, CA 93245

Frank Oliveira
Mel's Farm

8835 22Nd Avenue
Lemoore, CA 93245

Jim Patterson

Assemblyman, Twenty-Third District
PO Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94549-0023

Thomas F. Peterson

City of Prairie Du Chien
P.O. Box 430

Prairie Du Chien, WI 53821



David Rogers 2600 Freson Street

Board Of Supervisors County Of Madera Freson, CA 93721-3600
200 W. Fourth Street Jeff Taylor
Madera, CA 93637 1624 Countiry Breeze Place

Bakersfield, CA 93312
Honorable Dana Rohrabacher

U.S. House Of Representatives Kole Upton
Washington, DC 20515 Findley M. Upton Trust
P.O. Box 506
Honorable Edward R. Royce Chowchilla, CA 93610
U.S. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Honorable David G. Valadao
U.S. House of Representatives
Allen Scott 1004 Longworth House Office Building
1318 Whitmore Street Washington, DC 20515
Hanford, CA 93230
Andy Vidak
Ronald V. Seals 13775 Lacey Boulevard
Chowchilla Union High School District Hanford, CA 93230
805 Humboldt Avenue
Chowechilla, CA 93610 Donald P. Wagner
State Capitol
Michael D. Setty P. O. Box 942849
Train Riders Association of California Sacramento, CA 94249-0068
1025 Ninth Street, Suite 223
Sacramento, CA 95814-3516 Pamela C. Wolter
Acton And Agua Dulce
Kevin M. Sheys 3042 West Sierra Highway, Suite 5
Nossaman LLP Acton, CA 93510
1666 K Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20006 Honorable Jeff Denham
ksheys@nossaman.com Subcommittee On Railroads, Pipelines, And
Hazardous Materials
Mayor Ashley Swearengin Committee On Transportation &
City Of Fresno Infrastructure

U.S. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC 2051

Peter W. Denton
Counsel for California High-Speed Rail Authority





