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Via E-Filing 

 

May 9, 2013 

 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 

Office of Proceedings 

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street SW 

Washington, DC  20423 

Re: STB Finance Docket No. 35724, California High-Speed Rail Authority—Construction 

Exemption—In Merced, Madera and Fresno Counties, California 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The Surface Transportation Board (Board) is considering the California High-Speed Rail 

Authority’s (Authority) petition for an exemption (Petition) from the Board’s more formal 

application procedures to permit the Authority to construct the initial section of California’s high-

speed train system, approximately 65 miles of a dedicated high-speed passenger rail line between 

Merced and Fresno, California (Project).  On April 18, 2013, the Board extended the initial April 16 

deadline for replies to the Petition to May 8.  This extension more than doubled the usual comment 

period, from twenty days to forty-two days.  On May 8, the Board received a request to again double 

the comment period to July 15.  

As a public agency of the State of California, the Authority takes its responsibilities for full and open 

public participation in its processes seriously, The Authority and the U.S. Department of 

Transportation, acting through the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), worked hard to ensure 

that all interested parties had an opportunity to comment on the Project during the now-complete 

environmental review process for the construction of this initial 65-mile segment (the only portion of 

the planned system now before the Board).  That process was governed by the public participation 

provisions of both the National Environmental Policy Act and the California Environmental Quality 

Act, and included 285 public and agency meetings, the consideration of almost 900 public 

comments, and a 60-day comment period, 15 days beyond the requirements.  All of the public 

comments and other information from the environmental process are available to the Board for its  
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consideration of our Petition, and the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis has independently 

reviewed and “agrees with its analysis and conclusions.”
1
    

The volume and depth of replies submitted by the May 8 deadline demonstrates that the extension 

the Board granted has allowed ample time for the public to comment on the Petition.  It is worth 

noting that there were no requests from the general public or local officials in the Project area 

seeking additional time to file comments.   

Holding to the current schedule would strike the right balance of public interests:  affording 

sufficient time for meaningful public comment to the Board and avoiding unnecessary delay that 

would lead to increased costs to the taxpayers.  The Authority looks forward to working closely with 

the Board to address any and all public comments or other issues, and respectfully requests that the 

Board process this application as expeditiously as possible.” 

Sincerely, 

    
_______________________________   ________________________________ 

Dan Richard      Jeff Morales 

Chairman      Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1 "Surface Transportation Board, Notice of Adoption Recommendation and Recirculation of Final Environmental 
Impact Statement, 78 Fed. Reg. 22031, 22032 (Apr. 12, 2013)" 
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David Rogers
Board Of Supervisors County Of Madera
2oo W. Fourth Street
Madera, CA 9S6SZ

Honorable Dana Rohrabacher
U.S. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC zo5r5

Honorable Edward R. Royce
U.S. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC zo5r5

Allen Scoü
r3r8 Whitmore Street
Hanford, CA 9323o

Ronald V. Seals
Chowchilla Union High School District
8o5 Humboldt Avenue
Chowchilla, CA 936ro

Michael D. Setty
Train Riders Association of California
roz5 Ninth Street, Suite 223
Sacramento, CA 95814-3516

Kevin M. Sheys
Nossaman LLP
1666 K Street NW, Suite 5oo
Washington, DC 20006
kshevs@nossaman. com

Mayor Ashley Swearengin
City Of Fresno

Peter W. Denton
Counsel for Caliþrnia High-Speed Rail Authority

260o Freson Steet
Freson, CA gBTzr-g6oo
Jeff Taylor
r6z4 Country Breeze PÌace
Bakersfield, CA 93312

Kole Upton
Findley M. Upton Trust
P.O. Box 5o6
Chowchilla, CA 93610

Honorable David G. Valadao
U.S. House of Representatives
1oo4 Longworth House Ofñce Building
Washington, DC 20515

Andy Vidak
13775 Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, CA 932So

Donald P. Wagner
State Capitol
P. O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA g 4249-oo68

Pamela C. Wolter
Acton And Agua Dulce
3942 West Sierra Highway, Suite 5
Acton, C.4, 935ro

Honorable Jeff Denham
Subcommittee On Railroads, Pipelines, And
Hazardous Materials
Committee On Transportation &
Infrastructure
U.S. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC zo5r




