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REPLY OF PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD COMPANY
~IN OPPOSITION TO ° -
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B i e S PR EE o ) R
ERLI Provrdence and Worcester Rarlroad Company CREW). l:mby opposal the
: 1 “‘ monon of New England Power Company, d/bla Natlonal Gnd (“Natlonal Gnd"), tohold -
o thls proceedmg in abeyance As set forth below, there xs no reason to stay .thrs
oo ﬁrt‘:‘ce‘édmg, and doing 1) would only serve to. both further delay the. resolut;on of tlus . | 4
:5'5.: LT ngﬁ'two-;em- old dtspute andconunuetofruslrate PEW's plans toexpand its operations T L

Nahonal Gnd’s mot:on to hold thrs proceedmg in abeyance is based solely on its ‘
T asslemon that “the partles have made srgmﬁcant progress towards negonanng a voltmtary |
resolutton of thetr dlspute 0 See Nahonal Gnd Motlon at 1. Although Natlonal Grid does
_,'.:;:': . not expressly repreaent that a voluntary resolution is 1mmment. tts motton is clearly‘ o

AN b mtended to gtve that impression. But if the pamea were in fact close ton resolunon, one ...

F : l' would have expected Nattonal Gnd to ﬁle a joint or consent motron fora stay "In this
.' F“ i case, however, Nauona.l Gnd d1d not oonfer with P&W  mauch less seek its consent — '
':.:: \h u- before filmgrts mouon to stay thraproceedmg S5 ‘f A .I ,
5:_ . T _;j,' ;- P&W "m :not agree that a stay of thrs' 'ng would enhancé the prospects v
' ‘f?" m for Q' 'ttmely and successful voluntary resolutron As detailed in its Pentron for
r 4 :1 ; : Declaratory Order. P&W has been attemptmg to negot:ate a resoluhon with: Natronal
L ;=., | Gnd for more thant\;o years Dunng that tlmge;v ?&W‘has proposed & number of
| T 'altemauves to accommodate the needa of both P&W and Natlonal Gnd. A voluntary s "',T



. = “"‘*" I _.,,,';.: 1 3 ::.,_'-f SR ; - .
i -..".; : 2 .resoluuon could and should have been reached long ago but for Natmnal Gnd’ -
PR msrste;ce that M-G.L c.5164,.§h73 pi'"é"vents*P&W from enforcrng its right to reqmre L
S Nanonal Grid to relocate its poles-frorn the P&W i ght-ofway Indeed, National Gnd’ i Tf" a
BRETEE rehmce GAMOL. c. 1648 73Mand its E'esulung lack of fnrest tin ampro"mpt resolutron
. ﬁ _,. “With PAW, was the reason that P&W sougit declaratory rehef from the i Boarcl int the. ﬁrst >
p]m“ S - i AR o ' o ,,,
. ﬂ .; k “ “' Natronall Grid's vpt;slhon has not changed in the- more than’ nme months smce By
. o hK&V{‘ t’r}ed its Penrt;onﬂrn tlus‘proceedmg Nauonal Gnd Stlll rhar;ta that M.G L. c. 164 § s, %
KA ' - 73 prevents P&cW t'r'om forcmg Nanonal Gnd to relocate 1ts poles. Nauonal Gnd strll has‘ e
S " 55',. "f.", agreed to a_resoluuon that ould péciit ‘p&n? tS expand its operahons. While P&W |
'haa ‘;u;u;“ed tO negol;late wlth ql‘ianon:lﬂGnd, l'flanonal Gnd mderstandahl‘y‘ feels no : g :, .
lnf'“. ﬁl ﬂ TT v argency to reach a rcsohmon %0 long a&sﬂrt“h;l}re\;u that M.G.I: c ‘164, ¥ 73 prev;nta“: o
l ) "‘ “" P&.W 'ﬁ'om forcmg the reldéhtion-ot‘ thetr:mmrss:;n poles In fact, the contmmng delay £ -
| . = “. ko ' “in reaching a resolnhon mcreas_es Nanonal Gnd’s leverage and strengthens its negotiating - - .y I
T pos:tlonFSuch delay %:ﬁazmauoml Grid becase s poles and transrnrssron PRCRINEE)
8 o rcmm;m place, prevehnngP&Wﬁomproeeedlng wrth ns expansron plans. i T x :-": '

et T ~:3'- el Fmally, National Grld's suggesnon that a stay of thrs proceedmg would facrhtate '

ML ~voluntary resollmon of, the underlyms dlspute has 1t exactly backwards To the

P ™ conuary a staSw of tlns proceedmg would encourage and facxhtate ﬁxrther delay So long :‘ : .
~ .Iw .‘ "—-' ) R SR o .-—.
pomn't ;. 88 Nanonal Gnd belrevea_ that it rs prowcted by M.G.L. c.r 164 § 73 - and can- be i 4
r‘.”. q;).!ﬁ'.. .' l} b lr'*;“:--’ V" ’ " 'f‘ v u""-‘:if‘*u;i-lt\.._, -.-.
. i conﬁdent that an adverse decrsron by the Board is not on ‘the 1mmed1ate honzon = 1t ha.s o
A 'r‘-v ey '. " 2 “.: e S
lrttle reason _tmﬁnahze a resolutron wnh P&W P&W on the other hand, needs to ‘thove ALAEN -g.
e e forward wrth it plans plans that have now,been delayed for.more than two‘jears R
e - -~ el M
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; .- document to the followmg addressees at the addtesses stawd iby deposmng same in the <
RN HEE ' United-States miiail; first class postage prepmd, or byemml transmission, th:s 18 day of G

Agril 201 . c
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