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Mike Tagert, northern district Dick Hall, central district Tom King, southern district
January 15, 2014 235307

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown ENTERED

Chief, Section of Administration Office of Proceedings

Office of Proceedings

Surface Transportation Board January 17, 2014

395 E Street, SW Part of

Washington, D. C. 20423 Public Record

Re: Docket No. AB 1087 (Sub-No. 1), Grenada Railway LLC—Abandonment
Exemption—in Montgomery, Carroll, Holmes, Yazoo and Madison
Counties, Miss.

Dear Ms. Brown;

The Mississippi Transportation Commission is the agency of three elected members in
which the State of Mississippi has vested oversight of its transportation resources and operations.

Over the years the central railroad corridor, extending between Memphis, Tennessee, and
Jackson, Mississippi, has played an important role in the State’s economy. The Grenada
Railway LLC has petitioned the Board for authority to abandon the southern portion of that
corridor, between Elliott and Canton. The Commission would like to explore all alternatives to
the proposed abandonment. The Board’s timetable provides insufficient time, for, as we
understand it, protests or comments are due to be filed with the Board on or before January 27,
2014. '

Rather than expending the time and money preparing an opposition to be filed with the
Board, the Commission would prefer working with the Mississippi Legislature and others to see
if there is some alternative. The Mississippi Legislature is bicameral, with a House and a Senate,
and to arrive at a bill that will be approved by both necessarily is a time consuming process.
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The Commission, therefore, respectfully requests that the Board defer the due date for
filing protests or comments until April 28, 2014, in the hope that by then the need for filing
protests or comments will have been mooted.

Respectfully,
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Mississippi Transportation Commission

cc: (by email)
Commissioner Dick Hall
Commissioner Mike Tagert
Commissioner Tom King
Melinda L. McGrath, P.E.
Mr. Mark McConnell
Mr. Wes Dean
Mr. Jim Willis
Scott Levanway, Esq.
Roy M. Tipton, Esq.
Jack Wilson, Esq.
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Certificate of Service

I, Rodney M. Love, attorney for the Mississippi Transportation Commission, do hereby
certify that | have this day caused to be mailed via electronic mail, a true and correct copy of the
foregoing to the following:

Fritz R. Kahn, Esq. Thomas F. McFarland
xiccgc@amail.com mcfarland@aol.com

Ms. Dolly Marascalco Mr. John Heffner
Dolly38901@yahoo.com John.heffner@strasburger.com
Mr. Hunter Ferguson Mr. Robert Riley
hoferguson@stoel.com ksryengr@yahoo.com

Mr. Ed Sallis

ellise@iowapacific.com

and mailed via first-class, United States Mail to the following:

Honorable Alan Nunnelee Honorable Bennie Thompson
Washington DC Office Washington DC Office

1427 Longworth House Office Building 2466 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

This the 17" day of January, 2014.
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Mississippi Departme of Transportation
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