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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Suite 920 Fox- (312) 252-2400 
Chicat'O. Illinois 60606-2832 www fletchcr-sippel com 

AUDREY L. BHODKICK 
(T12) ZSZ-ISIS P^ 
abro(irick@ntftcheT-iipptfi com ijccember 13,2013 

VIA OVI-J<NIGI-rr DI£LIVI£RY 

Suriucc 'IVansporiaiion I3oard 
Office ol'l^iiviionmeniul Analysis 
Atlcntion. Vicloria J Ilutson 
395 RSirceuS.W., Room 1106 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re Iinvironincntal Rcpon, Historic Report and Required Ccinncniions for 
Docket No. AB 303 (Siib No. 43X) - Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
Petition for Exemption for Abandonment in Barron County, Wisconsin 

Dear Ms. Rutson 

Wisconsin Cential Ltd. has filed a Petition for Exemption for Abandonment for 
the above-rcfcitiiicc proposed abandonmeni on December 16. 2013. Enclosed for liic nbovo-
refercnced Petition for Exemption are the Ibliowing. which aie required by 49 C.F.R. Pan 1105 

1. An copy of the Environinenia!/I listoric Report; and 

2. An original of a certificate demonstrating compliance with the 
requirements of 49 C P R l^an 1105 and including related Attachments 

Thank you for your.-assistance in this matter, and please feel free tn call me if you 
have any questions. ' -., , 

*, 

^ £rfT£«-'^^\tvO« ^ Respectfully submitted, 

\ O t t ' ^ ^ I Audrey L Brodriek 
\ oodG'L.ffA J Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

Enclosures-A ^ -(atfCs^*" 
^ " - DEC I G 2013 ^ ^ ^ ^ I Q \ 3 

TRANSPSKO'N BOARD "^y^^St^t^oNt^ 
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Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 

WISCONSIN CENTIAL LTD. 

o. Cynthia T Brown 
Chief, Section of Adminisiraiion 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface 'fransportation Board 
395 E. Street. S W. 
Washington, D C. 20024 

PETl'l ION FOR EXEMPTION POR 
ABANDONMEIsTf IN BARRON 
COUN:I;YV>S'IS'G0 

CERTIFICATE OP COMPLIANCE WITI1 49 C.F.R: PART 1105 

I hereby certify that on October 22. 2013, copies of the Environmental Report and 
Historic Report for the abovc-captioned proceeding were served on the agencies listed at 49 
C.F.R. § 1105 7(b), all agencies consulted in pi-eparing the reports, and on the Wisconsin 
1-lisiorical Society. A service list and copy of the letter sent to all such agencies is attached and 
incorporated into this certificate as Aiiachmeni A 'I1ic reports have been sent within the time 
peiiod specified, as Wisconsin Central Ltd is filing its Petition for Exemption more than 20 days 
aficr it served its Environmental Report and llisioric Report All appropriate agencies as listed 
in 49 C F.R. § 1105.7(c) have been consulted well in advance of preparing the Environmental 
Report. 

1 alsoccrtify that a newspaper notice was published on August 21,2013 in The Rice Lake 
Chronotype, a newspaper of general ciiculation in Baiion County, Wisconsin. 'I'hc notices 
alerted the public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reuse ahernalives, and to procedures 
for participating in the STB proceeding. A copy of the text of the notice is attached to this 
certiHcate as Attachment B. 

Dated this 13th day of December, 2013 

Audrey Ij^Biodrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

^ 

^ 
A-.1 

OfRce ejTplS^'nO" 

otc 1 6 20^3 

pubWR® 
..^fc 

FEE RECEIVED 
DEC 1 G 2013 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

FILED 
DEC 1 C 2013 

SURFACE ^ ^ „ n 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Docket AB 303 (Sub Nu. 43X)—Wisconsin Ccniral Ltd 
Abandonment ILxcniption in Barron Couniy. Wisconsin 

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIC REPORT SERVICE LIS I 

Mr Jnmcs Miller 
Barron County Board Chniipcrsoii 
638 Nunn Avenue 
Kicc Lake, Wisconsin 54868 

Mr Steve I Inrrington, Mayor 
City Hall 
30 East Eaii Claire Street 
Rice Lake, Wl 54868 

Wisconsin Dcpanmcnl of Trnnsponaiion 
Hill Farms Stale Trnns|X}naiion Building 
*)802 Sheboygan Avenue 
POBo.\79IO 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910 

Via E-mail and U.S. Mail to. 
Simon Monroc@nonn JJ;OV 

NGS lnfoccnicrtH?noaa gov 

National Gcodciic Sur\'cy 
Geodetic Survey Division 
1315 East-West lligliway 
Silver Springs. Maryland 20910-3282 
Allcniion. Simon Monroe 

Mr Gregory Mines, RC&D Coordinator 
Naiional Resource Conscrvuiiun Seivicu 
3071 Voyager Drive, Suite \l 
GiccnBay, Wl 54311-8343 

USDA, NRCS. Omce of tlie Chief 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 5105-A 
Washington, DC 20250 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Water 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W 
Wabhington, DC 20460 

Mr. IDavid M. Kennedy, Director 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Managcnieiii 
NOAA Ocean Service 
1305 Easl-Wcsi Highway 
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910 
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Sumce 
2800 Lake Shon: Drive East Suilu B 
Ashland, Wl 54806-2427 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
DNR Nonhcasl Region HDQRS 
2984 Shawano Ave. 
Gieen Bay, Wisconsin 54313-6727 

Wisconsin Dcpanmcnt of Natural Resources 
P.O Bo.\7921 
Madison, Wl 53707 

Regional Environmental Coordinator 
National Park Service, Midwest Region 
601 Rivcrfroni Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102 

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake 
Chief, EPA linplcmcnialion Scciioii 
US EPA Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60604 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
St Paul District (CEMVP-PA) 
190 Fifth Street East 
St Paul,MN 55101-1638 

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 
P O. Box 8944 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison, W[ 53708-8944 

Via E-mail (Kathleen aimeKgJwis.iiov) 
and U S. Mail 
Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Departnieni of Administration 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison. Wl 53707 
Attention: Kathleen Angel 

Mr Sherman Banker 
Wisconsin Ilislorical Society 
Division of Historic Preservation and Public History 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wl 53706 

Wisconsin Department of IGA Relations 
P O Bo.\ 7868 
101 East Wilson StreeU 6'" Floor 
Madison, Wl 53707-7868 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
' ArroiiNiiYS AT 1-AW 

29 North Wnckcr Drive I'lio»e (112) 252-1500 
Suite 920 Hnx-(312) 252-2100 
Clilcnt'o. lllinoiR 60606-2832 www netchcr-slppel.com 

AUORI:Y L. DRODRICK 
012)252.1518 r̂  , u n't n n i i 
BbiodrlckOnetcher-aipiiel com UCtOber J.I, ZUiJ 

Via E-mail fKathlcen.nngcltfBwis.Gov^ 
and U.S. Mail 

Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Dcpni tmcni of Administration »j, 
101 East Wilson Street ••^•f t S ^ l T i 
Madison, Wl 53707 ^ ^ - ^ 
Atlcntion: Kaihleen Angel ^^C J Q 2Qn 

Re: Docket No. AH-303 (Sub-No. 43X) ^ ' ^ ^ S P Q ^ ^ ^ ^ C E 
Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Abiiiidonmcnl j ' '^^BOAJlo 
I'clilion for Excinntioii - Bnrroii County. Wisconsin 

Dear Ms. Angel: 

On or after November 11. 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") expects to file 
with the Surface Tianspoitnlion l3oaid a petition for exemption lor the abandonment of WCL's 
railroad line extending from MP 56 0 and ending ai MP 55.2 in Rice Lake, Bairon County, 
Wisconsin, a distance of approximalcly 0.80 miles. Your review of and comments on this 
project wore picviously requested by Icilcr dated on or around June 19,2013. 

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. §§ i 105.7(b) and 1105.11, we are providing foi 
your information tlie enclosed Environmental/Historic Report which will accompany the petition 
for exemption and whicli desciibcs ilic pioposed action and any expected enviionmcntal or 
historic chccts 'I1ic Repoi 1 also includes a map of the affected area. 

We arc providing this repoii so that you may review the infoimation that will 
foim the basis for the Board's independent environmental analysis of this piocecding. If uny of 
the information is misleading or Incoiiccl, if you believe that pcrlinenl information is missing, or 
if you Iiave any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please contact the 
Office of Enviranmcnial Analysis al the following address: 

Surface Transpoitation Board 
Onice of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street, S W, Room 1106 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
(202)245-0295 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL ixc 

Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Dcj}arlment of Administration 
October 22,2013 
Page 2 

Your comments should leluiuice Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No 43X) and, if 
written, should include a copy to the undersigned. Because the applicable statutes and 
regulations impose stiingenl deadlines foi processing this action, your written comments to the 
Office of Environmental Analysis would be appreciated within three weeks 

Your comments will be considered by the Boaid in evaluating the environnienlal 
and historic prcseivalion impacts of the contemplated action. If there aic any questions 
coneeining this proposal, you should feel free to contact mc directly al 312-252-1518. 'lliank 
you for your a.ssislancc on this mallei. Kind regards. 

Very tmly youi.s, 

Audrey L. Brodiick 
Atloniey foi Wisconsin Ccntial Ltd. 

AlJi:dg 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT B 

NOTICE 

Wisconsin Cciitnil Ltd gives notice thai on or after Scpiumber 13, 2013 il intends to file wiih the Surface 
'rninsporlation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exeniplion under 49 U.S.C. 10502 from the 
prior approval requiremenis of 49 U.S.C. 10903, el seq , peimilling the abandonmeni of a 0 80 mile line 
of lailroad beiween railroad milcposl 56.0 and railroad inilcposi 55 2 which iravciscs ihiough United 
Slates Postal Service ZIP Codes 54X68 in Rice Ijikc, B:irron Couniy, Wl. The proceeding will be 
docketed as No. AB 303 (Sub-No 43X). 

'fhe Board's Office of Enviionineiilal Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an Environnienlal 
Asscssincni (EA), which will normally be uvaihible 60 days after the filing of ihe pclilion for exeniplion. 
Comments on environmeiual and cnerg)' mailers should be filed no laier than 30 days aller the EA 
becomes available lo the public and will be addressed in a Board decision Inteiesied persons may obtain 
a copy of the ILA or make inquiries regarding environinenial mailers by writing to OEA, Surface 
Tninsponalion Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling SEA at 202-245-0295 

Appropriate oifers of financial assistance lo continue rail service can be filed with the Board. Requests for 
environinenial conditions, public use condilions. or rail banking/liails use also can be filed with the 
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environinenial issues 
(such as iiails use, public use, and oficrs of financial assLsiaiice) inusi be filed direeily wiih ihc Board's 
Section of Administration, OlTiee of Proceedings, 395 E Street, S W. Washington, DC 20423-0001 [See 
49 CFK 1104.1(a) and 1104 3(a) J, and one copy inusi be-sei'ved on applicant's representative (Sec 49 
CFR 1104.12(a) ] Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or innls use may be 
directed lo the Board's OlTice of Public Assisiance. Govei nmenial Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-
0238. Copies of any commeius or requests for conditions should be ser\'cd on the applicant's 
represeniative: Fletcher & Sippel LLC, Attention: Audrey L Brodriek, 29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920, 
Chicago, IL 60606 
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Affidavit Of Publication 

^^v'WisconslniiContnil, Lid." gives* 
r'noilcD that oh or arter Sopiembor 
/13,t20l3-li.'lritaribii^l6jfil6[wiiK. 
•: Iho i^^ Surfoce!|/fTranaportatron^! 
,;Board.LWBShinglO[i1 DC»20423, 'l 

Ymlialino^of railroad between rall-^ 

R[co^LaKe/rBBr'rontCouniy,^WI^ 
-The praceetlinB will be'ilockalod' 
=08 No'AB-303 {Sut>^ND',43X)'.^; 

,ranm'ahtal^Analy8ls>{OEj4^,wlllj 
.gehfrallyipjepBre^JnVEnvlron-' 
|nianlej'^sae»mehl(EA),,whlch-; 
{wlUynbrrnally^ibay avallable'^SO!^ 
^days'aKeV7ih'e|}fil[nErbr;tHe pe l ; ^ 
i ll6n',fdr/exenrp.tldn^.Commerils£ 
f on/onvlronmerital^and I'onargy^ 
jmaliera^f shoulif^^be A rrletJClno: 
;iiilef^thiin"30^daya?uf(e^lKe'E^f 
, b'ecomns'ovallableilo ih'oVuUici 
j-andi^willr^t)eha(fdre8s^ltln7/^ 

{''BonrdfdDCislanvlniereilte'd^'por^ 
EA'orjnBkoJnifuirles' reea'rillng? 

fanylranrneiilnl^miilters7byi|w/rlt-h 
T ing' toTo&Ah'fSurface^Tf Bnipor-* 
•tallon'BoardAtWaahington!; 001 
20423 or by caHlng^SEA'al'202-j 

' i l Approiirlaie^offers of (Inandnic 
lB8lsta'ncejt6;conllnue rail aar-' 

<vIce,can'tienied'yvllh'tljeBoardi 
^iRoquealB t;, for^ieriyfrbn'mSnlalJ 

CrandJli61i8,-,^pub]ic^ae^9oon^^ 
llona'.jJoV/ralrbBnking/iralla'luaei 
also can bVfilecl.wiih the Board'^ 

==.̂ 395 E Slreel,'iSW.,-WB5hlngtaii,i 
VDC120423^DOOlUSee:4!;lCFR' 
Xl104;iia).rina;.,1tMg(aill^'an3l^ 

Ui. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

BARRON COUNTY as 

lelng first duly sworn 
-/tfci/vc*L 

says That ho Is the foreman of the printer of tho 

Rice Latte Chronotypo, which Is a weakly 

nowspapor of a genera) circulation, printed and 

published In tho city of Rice Lake, In aald county 

and state, that a notice of which Ihe annexed la 

a printed copy taken from aald paper, waa printed 

and published in Ihe full regular edlilon once In each 

waeit for 1 successive weeks 

commencing and the fiisi auc i publication being on the 

21 SI day of 

and ending the last publteaUon 

21st day of 

being 1 . / 

UUuM^M' 

August AD 

being on Ihe 

August AD 

publ.catlon(s) 

)r^£WLcX^ 
Subscnbed and sworn lo before ma ihia 

2013 

2013 

^ T " ^ day of r l f A ^ J . AD 2013 
ROBERTVDORRMOE ^ 

IlKayRibScBBrTonGoDntKVfe 
U]|CD.-nni3»nElpresOd. 19.2014 Barron County, Wl 

FEES. # C o l u m n s 1 
Standard Linos 

74 . (Irsl Insenion Q 

, insortions Q 

Tabular Unas 

0 , first Insertion fi 

0 , Insertions Q 

Affidavit Foe 

Postage/Handling Foo 

0 4768 » S 

0 3746 « $ 

0 4768 " S 

0 3746 c S 

:.... " S 
" i 

Total = S 

35.28 

-

_ 

-

100 
2.00 

38 28 
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