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)ear STB Members: 
l am \\Titing to express my concern over the CV s op<:Ta1 ion and possible sale or 

case of the DM & E lim:. The CP's ::axmounced plans to sell are- of grclll concern 1(\ 1hr: 
JC:OpJe of South Dakota <•5 \:...•c;ll. lfimpkmented, they ..:ould ~:liminale the benelits CP 
1ad promised South Dakow fanners and shippc:~r~;. leaving them vvith marginalized sen icc 
nd fewer competitive options tlwn those that existed \'.hen Di'v1 & E jirsl began 
perations in 19g(). 

When the CP sough1 to purchase the DM & E i1 conm1itted to make subst.anlial 
nvestments i11 the line. The people of South Dakota re l ie.d on those commitments and 
upported the CP's acqt.tisition based on the CP's promisl!s. Had the people known that 

·n just a few short years the CP would flip the track and elirninated access lo 

1inneapolis/SL PauL Mankato, \V;~sec:a, Winona and Chicago. to name <1 kw. it is bard 
o imagine the CP would have received the supporl it d1d [6r the acquisition. 

Several shippers have rnade c.Qnskkrable investmenls on the existing tracks K' 
expand the shuttle loading facilitie.s based on n:Jil avuilnbility lO rnarkets Those 
investments are n{)v-.' at risk. Other shippers have suspended additional investment in 
expansion plans as a result of the CP's recent announcement. 

The Surface Transpo1tation Board's approval of the South Dakota petition \'--'OUld 

allow the CP to publicly justi(v its belated effort t<1 avoid these track upgrades and 
service to the STB, South Dakota farmers) shippers ant! cornmuni1ies who relied on their 

representation. 
Please accept ihis ietter as an expression of my comple!e Stlppor1 for the SD 

DOT's Petition to Enforce Canadian Pac:ifi.c RaiJv,,ay Company's Jnvestmen1 
Representations in the above-captioned rna.ner. 

·~ ~~ 

Thank You, 

~---------·z.______ ; 
~-~ -
Mayor Gary Wickersham 
City of 011ida, Soutl·l Dakota 
cc: All Parties Served 9-24-2013 
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