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29 North Wacker Drive Part of Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 2 L Public Record Fax: (312) 252-2400
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AUDREY L. BRODRICK October 6, 2015

(312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Via Overnight (Next Business Day) Delivery

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown

Chief, Section of Administration
Office of Proceedings

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034
Washington, DC 20024

Re:  Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd. —
Abandonment Exemption -- In Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned proceeding are an original and ten
copies of the Verified Notice of Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd., dated October 7, 2015
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50. A check for the filing fee of $3,900.00 is also enclosed.

The original copy of the Environmental/Historic Report (Exhibit D to the Notice)
has been provided directly to the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis.

If you have any questions regarding this filing, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you for your assistance on this matter. Kind regards.

Respectfully submitted,

JLW Brow

Audrey L. Brodrick

Attorney for Wisconsin Central Ltd.
ALB:dg «
Enclosures

cc: Ms. Victoria J. Rutson, Room 1106

FEE RECEIVED FILED
October 7, 2015 ' October 7, 2015
SURFACE SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD TRANSPORTATION BOARD
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO AB-303 (SUB-NO. 47X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

Audrey L. Brodrick

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920
Chicago, Illinois 60606
312-252-1500

ATTORNEY FOR
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

Dated: October 7, 2015



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD .

DOCKET NO AB-303 (SUB-NO. 47X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION OF
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") hereby submits this Notice of Exemption
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F, to abandon its line of railroad located in Lincoln
County, Wisconsin, referred to herein as the “Line” beginning at milepost 132.89 and extending to
milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.49 miles.

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2), WCL submits
the following information:

General Corporation Information: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)-(2)

WCL is a common carrier by rail which owns and operates approximately 1,900
miles of rail line in five Upper Midwestern states. WCL is a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Canadian National Railway Company.

The complete name and address of WCL is:

Wisconsin Central Ltd

17641 S. Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345



Relief Sought: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)

Pursuant to the Board's class exemption for the abandonment of out-of-service rail
lines, codified at 49 C.F.R. Part 1152, Subpart F, WCL intends to abandon its line of railroad
between Mileposts 132.89 and 133.38, a distance of approximately 0.49 miles in Tomahawk,
Wisconsin, in Lincoln Couhty, Wisconsin. |
Map: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(4)

A map of the Line to be abandoned is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

WCIL.’s Representative: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(7)

WCL’s representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment
should be sent is:

Audrey L. Brodrick
Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606
312-252-1500

ZIP Codes Traversed: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)

The portion of the Line to be abandoned traverses United States Postal Service
ZIP Code 54487.

Qualification for Class Exemption: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)

Per the certificate and verification attached hereto as Exhibit B, WCL certifies
that no local revenue ﬁafﬁc has moved over the portion of the Line to be abandoned for at least
the last two years, there is no overhead traffic on this trackage that would have to be rerouted
over other lines, and no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the portion of the Line

to be abandoned (or a state or local governmental entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding



cessation of service on the proposed abandonment is pending with the Board or any U.S. District
Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant during the last two years.

Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2)

WCL will not consummate the proposed abandonment any earlier than
November 26, 2015.

Suitability for Other Public Purposes: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(¢)(4)

The City of Tomahawk has expressed interest in using the abandoned corridor for
trail purposes, and WCL is working to develop that possibility.

Labor Protection: 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(2)

The level of labor protection applicable in rail line abandonments is that
established in Oregon Short Line Co — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

Certificate of Compliance with Notice Requirements: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2)

A certificate that the notice of requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152(d)(l) and
49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 have been complied with is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

Environmental and Historic Report: 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8

The originai of the Environmental Report and Historic Report, prepared pursuant
to 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8, has been concurrently filed with the Surface Transportation
Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit D.

Respectfully submitted,
L - Brrhrers

Audrey L. Brodrick

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920

Chicago, IL 60606

312-252-1500

ATTORNEY FOR WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
Dated: October 7, 2015
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DOCKET NO AB-303 (SUB-NO. 47X)
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —

IN LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

CERTIFICATE AND VERIFICATION

STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) ss
COUNTY OF COOK )

B rian Bu [ ‘\qn an__, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1 That no local traffic has moved over the line of Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL")
at or about milepost 132.89 and extending to milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County,
Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.49 miles for at least two years, and that there is no
overhead traffic to be rerouted over other lines; and

2. That no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the subject line (or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over
the line is either pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has
been decided in favor of the complainant within the last two years; and

3. That he has read the foregoing Notice of Exemption, knows the facts therein

asserted, and that the same are true as stated.

Daed: | BSEF o @ @
/ <

Name: Brian Buchanan
Wisconsin Central Ltd.

Subscribed and sworn to before me

this |7 day of &g\mmg 2015.

Notary Public

REBECCA S. BOTT
OFFICIAL SEAL
Notary Public - State of Illinois

My Commission Expires

May 28, 2018

EXHIBIT
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CERTIFICATE

I, Audrey L. Brodrick, an attorney Wisconsin Central Ltd., hereby certify that, for the proceeding
before the Surface Transportation Board known as Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X), Wisconsin
Central Ltd. — Abandonment Exemption — in Lincoln County, Wisconsin:

) The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) have been complied with, to wit:
On September 21, 2015, written notice was mailed to the (a) United States Department of Defense,
MSDDC-TEA, Attn: Railroads for National Defense; (b) U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the
Forest Service; (c) National Center for Recreation and Conservation, National Park Service; and (d)
Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Bureau of Rails and Harbors (copies of which are attached
hereto as Attachments 1-4). -

2) The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 have been complied with, to wit: on
September 3, 2015, the Environmental and Historic Report for this proceeding, of which the original
report has been concurrently filed with the Surface Transportation Board’s Office of Environmental
Analysis, and the accompanying transmittal letters in the form set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (a sample
of which is attached hereto as Attachment 5) were served by first class mail, postage prepaid, on the
parties listed on Attachment 6, which list includes the state historic preservation officer, as required by 49
C.F.R.§1105.7(b)and § 1105.11.

(3) A newspaper notice was published on September 8, 2014, in The Tomahawk Leader, a
newspaper of general circulation in Lincoln County, Wisconsin. The notice alerted the public to the
proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alternatives, and to procedures for participating in the STB
proceeding. Copies of the notice and Affidavit of Publication are attached to this certificate as Attachment
7.

4) The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1105.8 have been complied with.

Dated this 6 day of October, 2015. \A{H o
% L Pmd/my/.

Audrey’L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

EXHIBIT

C

tabbies’




ATTACHMENT 1
‘FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1Lic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

* 29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 : ' www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK

(312) 2521518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com September 21,2015

Railroads For National Defense Program

Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency -

1 Soldier Way, Bldg. 1900W

Scott AFB, IL 62225- 5006

Re:  Docket No. AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) —Wisconsin Central Ltd., Notice of
Exemption for Abandonment in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 C.FR. § 115250 (Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Wisconsin Central Ltd.
shall, on or after October 1, 2015, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation
Board for approval to abandon approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting at MP 132.89
and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin. Such line runs through
U.S. Postal Zip Code 54487. -

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case
because no local traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead
traffic that would have to be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession,
the line does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

L et

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

Very truly yours,

ALB/ekf



ATTACHMENT 2
FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

"29 North Wacker Drive | , | Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 ' Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 ' www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK

(312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com September 21,2015

Mr., Tom Tidwell _

Chief of the Forest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0003

Re:  Docket No. AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) ~Wisconsin Central Ltd., Notice of
Exemption for Abandonment in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Tidwell:

This is to  inform you that pursuant to 49 C.FR. § 115250 (Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Wisconsin Central Ltd.
shall, on or after October 1, 2015, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation
Board for approval to abandon approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting at MP 132.89
and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin. Such line runs through
U.S. Postal Zip Code 54487.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case
because no local traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead
traffic that would have to be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession,
the line does mot contain any federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,

o

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB/ekf
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ATTACHMENT 3
FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT Law

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 _ Fax: (312) 252-2400

Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com September 21, 2015

National Park Service
Attention: Charlie Stockman
Org. 2220

1201 I (Eye) Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Re:  Docket No. AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) ~Wisconsin Central Ltd., Notice of
Exemption for Abandonment in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Stockman:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 CFR. § 1152.50 (Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Wisconsin Central Ltd.
shall, on or after October 1, 2015, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation
Board for approval to abandon approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting at MP 132.89
and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin. Such line runs through
U.S. Postal Zip Code 54487.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case
because no local traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead
traffic that would have to be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession,
the line does not contain any federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,
g B

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB/ekf
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ATTACHMENT 4
"FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

" 29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 . : Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com September 21, 2015

Wisconsin Department of Transpoxrtation
Bureau of Railroads and Harbors

4802 Sheboygan Ave.

P.O. Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707-7910

Re:  Docket No. AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) ~Wisconsin Central Ltd., Notice of
Exemption for Abandonment in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir/Madam:

This is to inform you that pursuant to 49 CJER. § 1152.50 (Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuance of Service and Trackage Rights), Wisconsin Central Ltd.
shall, on or after October 1, 2015, file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface Transportation
Board for approval to abandon approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting at MP 132.89
and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin. Such line runs through
U.S. Postal Zip Code 54487.

The exemption procedures set forth in § 1152.50 are being used in this case
because no local traffic has moved over this line for at least two years and there is no overhead
traffic that would have to be rerouted over other lines. Based on information in our possession,
the line does mot contain any federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

Very truly yours,

/&o\»& e

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB/ekf
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ATTACHMENT 5
FLETCHER & SIPPEL uc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, lllinois 60606-2832 wwwfletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 Kk March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Wisconsin Department of Administration
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd. -Ploposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 CER. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act,

0 00 Oy th B I

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects,
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.,

13



'FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

Wisconsin Depattment of Administration
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report

will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

Ay Pt

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB:dg
Enclosute
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ATTACHMENT 6

Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X)
Wisconsin Central Ltd.—Proposed Abandonment—Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

SERVICE LIST

State Clearing House (or equivalent)

Wisconsin Department of Administration
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

State DOT

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Hill Farms State Transportation Bldg.
4802 Sheboygan Avenue

P.O. Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707-7910

State Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. Jon Simonsen, Environmental Review Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Bureau of Energy, Transportation & Environmental Analysis
Central Office

PO Box 7921

Madison WI 53707-7921

Jonathan.Simonsen@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Northern Region

107 Sutliff Ave

Rhinelander, WI 54501

State Coastal Zone Management

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Department of Administration

P.O. Box 8944

101 East Wilson Street

Madison, WI 53708-8944

Head of Each County
Mr. Robert Lussow
Lincoln County Board Chair -

W6275 Camp Rice Point Road
Tomahawk, WI 54487

15



Head of Town (if applicable)

Mayor Clarann Stocker
P.O. Box 469
Tomahawk, WI 54487

Regional EPA Office

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake

Chief, NEPA Implementation Section
U.S. EPA Region 5

77 West Jackson Boulevard -
Chicago, IL 60604

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2800 Lake Shore Drive East-Suite B
Ashland, WI 54806-2427

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

St. Paul District (CEMVPA-PA)
190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

National Park Service

National Park Service
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. Soil Conservation Service —Natural Resource Conservation Service

Mr. Gregory Hines

RC&D Coordinator

Natural Resource Conservation Service
3071 Voyager Drive, Suite E

Green Bay, WI 54311-8343

National Geodetic Survey

National Geodetic Survey Information Services

Attention: Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov
SSMC-3, #9202

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282

16



Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Mr. David M. Kennedy

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
NOAA Ocean Service

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910

State Historical Agency

Wisconsin Historical Society
Division of Historic Preservation
Office of Preservation Planning
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706

17



ATTACHMENT 7

NOTICE

Wisconsin Central Ltd. gives notice that on or after September 22, 2015, it intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F--
Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting
at MP 132.89 in Tomahawk, Wisconsin and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Wisconsin and which
traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 54487 in meoln County, Wisconsin. The
proceeding will be docketed as No. AB 303 (Sub-No. 47X).

The Board's Section of Envxronmental Analysis (SEA) will generally prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of exemption.
Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 days after the EA
becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. Interested persons may obtain
a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by writing to the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling that
office at 202-245-0295.

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board. Requests for
environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can be filed with the
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues
(such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be filed directly with the Board's
Office of the Secretary, 395 E. Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)
], and one copy must be served on applicants' representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12 (a) ]. Questions
regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of
Congressional and Public Services at 202-245-0230. Copies of any comments or requests for conditions
should be served on the applicant's representative: Fletcher & Sippel LLC, Attention: Audrey L. Brodrick,
29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606.
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SAFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION The Tomahawk Leader
Larry M. & Kathleen A. Tobin; Publishers

STATE OF WISCONSIN '
Licoln Couty } N (SECTION 4173)

Kamtrezd A 70 8,/ ‘being first duly sworn
-accofding to law, on 6dth, says that'he (she) is an duthotized répresentative
of THE TOMAHAWK LEADER, a weekly newspaper, printed and
published in the City of Tomahawk, County and State afore said, and that
the notice or advertisement, of which the annexed is a true printéd copy
taken from said paper, was published ini the full edition of said paper on
the following dates:

SeprepmbeRr ¥, AvyS

(Signed)

v

CUC 157272 (Title)

Subseribed and sworn to before me, this g day of 5&/mn4.42015.
(SEA%

Bl

My Commission expires __12-07-2018

‘Number Lines S SNumber Times, /  Affidavit Fee _$1.00
Printer’s Fees 7 7./ 3
Extra Copies
. Total § 3 &, /3
L/ Ao ..

Received Payment j?‘/’ [// 5

i 4T
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THE TOMAHAWK LEADER, INC.

P.O. BOX 345, TOMAHAWK, WISCONSIN 54487
PHONE 715-453-2151

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

Attn: Jamie Jaster

29 N. Wacker Drive Suite 920
Chicage IL 60606

PPD100

9/8/15(|Legal Notice ' Charges
Railroad abandonment notice
WI Central Ltd/Surface Transportation Board
53 lines $37.13
1 time
Affidavit $1.00
PRE-PAID . 9/1/15 Visa ). Jaster - $38.13

BALANCE DUE $0.00

THANK YOU!
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 47X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT

Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") submits this Environmental/Historic Report in
compliance with the reporting requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. Supporting
correspondence is attached. It is the conclusion of this Report that the proposed abandonment, if
implemented, will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or the

conservation of energy resources.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives. WCL seeks to abandon a line of

railroad, referred to herein as the "Line," extending from milepost 132.89 to milepost 133.38 in
Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.49 miles. A map
showing the location of the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A. The Line extended through
WCL's former Tomahawk Yard, and rail and other track materials have been removed. The rail
line north of milepost 133.38 was previously abandoned and sold for development as a trail

under the National Trails System Act. See Wisconsin Department of Transportation —

Abandonment Exemption — Near Tomahawk and Heafford Junction, W1, Docket No. AB-343

(Sub-No. 1X) (ICC served July 12, 1991) and Stanley E.G. Hillman, Trustee of the Property of

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad Company, Debtor — Abandonment — Near

EXHIBIT

D
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Tomahawk and Heafford Junction, in Lincoln County, WI, Docket No. AB-7 (Sub-No. 63F)

(ICC served July 12, 1991).

There have been no rail shipments of any kind on the Line for more than two
years, and no réasonable possibility for the development of new rail traffic exists. Tracks, ties
and other track material have been salvaged, and the railbed and subgrade of the Line will
remain in place and not be disturbed. There are currently two public grade crossings located on
the Line, at West Spirit and West Somo Avenues. Both crossings were equipped with
crossbucks and have been paved over. Subsequent to abandonment, these grade crossings will -
be permanently closed. Tbere are no trestles or bridges on the Line. A former depot located
adjacent to the right of way as well as the underlying property on which it sits are not owned by
WCL. The State Historic Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Historical Society ("SHPO")
has been notified of the proposed abandonment and has confirmed that no historical properties
will be affected by the proposed abandonment.

The City of Tomahawk has expressed interest in using the abandoned corridor to
extend the e)iisting trail located north of the Line, and WCL is working with the City of
Tomahawk to develop that possibility. WCL has contacted and requested comments from the
Lincoln County Board as well as the Tomahawk Mayor. See correspondence attached herein as
Appendix B. To date WCL has not received comments back from either the Lincoln County
Board Chair or the Mayor of Tomahawk.

2. Transportation System. WCL does not anticipate that existing regional or

local transportation systems or patterns will be affected by the proposed abandonment. No rail
service 1is -currently provided on the Line and, thus, no traffic will be diverted to other

transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. There is no overhead
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traffic on the Line, and no .passenger trains are operated over the Line. A shipper facility to the
west of WCL's former Tomahawk Yard site is served by a spur track off of a different WCL line,
and neither the spur track nor the service to that facility will be affected by the proposed
abandonment.

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of’
Transportation. See correspondence attached hereto as Appendix C. Wisconsin Department of
Transportation has not responded to WCL's letter.

3. Land Use.

1 WCL does not foresee any inconsistency with regional and/or local
land use plans. As indica;ced above, the City of Tomahawk wishes td extend an existing trail
over the right-of-way of the Line, and the proposed abandonment is consistent with those plans.
WCL also has contacted and requested comments from the NOAA/National Geodetic Survey,
which has indicated that no geodetic survey marks are located on the Line. See correspondence
attached herein as Appendix D.

(i)  WCL believes that the proposed abandonment of the Line, which
is located within the City of Tomahawk, will not affect any prime or unique agricultural land.
WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Natural Resources Conservation Service
of the United States Department of Agriculture. See correspondence attached herein as
Appendix E. WCL has received no comments to date. |

(iii)  The Line does not appear to be within a designated Coastal Zone
Management Area and, accordingly, the proposed abandonment will not affect any land or water
uses in such an area or result in any coastal impacts. WCL has contacted the Wisconsin Coastal

Management Program within the Wisconsin Department of Administration to determine whether
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the proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable federal, state and local water quality
standards. WCL has received no comments to date. See correspondence attached hereto as
Appendix F. WCL also separately contacted the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's
Region 5 Office which has jurisdiction over the geographic area in which the Line is located.
See Appendix G. WCL has received no comments to date from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's Region 5 Office.

(iv)  The right-of-way of the Line appears to be suitable for an alternative
public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 as a trail. The City of Tomahawk has expressed interest in
using the abandoned corridor as an extension of an existing trail and WCL is exploring that as a
possibility.

4. Energy.

® The proposed abandonment will not have any effect on the
transportation of energy resources. No energy resource commodities move on the Line, and
WCL foresees little or no possibility that such on-line traffic would develop in the future.

(i)  The movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities will not
be adversely affected by this abandonment. No recyclable commodities move over the Line, and
WCL foresees little possibility that any on-line recyclable commodity traffic would develop in
the future.

(iif)  Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency. There is no freight traffic on the Line, and thus, there will be no changes in

existing transportation patterns or energy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment.



(iv)  Not applicable. Abandonment of the Line will not cause the
diversion of more than 1,000 rail carloads per year or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per
year to motor carriers.

5. Adr.

1) Not applicable. Abandonment will not result in (A) a minimum
increase in rail traffic of 100% or eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase
in rail yard activity of at least 100%, or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more !thanlO%
of the average daily traffic or 50 vehi;:Ies per day on any road segment.

(i)  Not applicable. Lincoln County is not a class I or nonattainment
area under the Clean Air Act. In any event, abandonment of the Line will not result in traffic
increases which exceed the thresholds specified in 49 C.E.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii)(A), (B) or (C).

(iit)  Not applicable. No ozone depleting materials are transported over
the Line, and no such shipments would be diverted as a result of this abandonment.

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of

Na@al Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. See Appendices H and G.
Neither agency has responded to WCL's notification letter. |

| 6. Noise. Not applicable. As indicated ‘above, none of the thresholds

identified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(i) will be exceeded as a result of the abandonment.

7. Safety.

(1) = The proposed action will have no adverse effect upon public health
or safety. As indicated above, abandonment will allow the permanent closure of two rail-

highway grade crossings.
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(i)  Not applicable. No hazardous materials are transported on the
Line, and thus no such shipments would,be diverted as a result of abandonment. Accordingly,
the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of hazardous materials.

(iif) " There are no known hazardous waste si.tes or sites where there
have been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way of the Line.

8. Biological Resources.

@) The}Line is located within the limits of the City of Tomahawk,
Wisconsin, a municipality with a population of approximately 3,800. The Line passes through
what was previously WCL's Tomahawk Yard, and no alteration of the railbed or subgrade is
contemplated. There is a potential for the abandoned corridor to be used for trail purposes.
WCL thus does not believe that any critical habitat will be destroyed, altered or affected as a
result of the proposed abandonmént, or that any endangered or threatened species are present in
the area or would be advefsely affected. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Sefvice has been contacted,
and WCL has received no comments to date. See correspondence attached as Appendix I. WCL
also has requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. The
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has also not yet responded to WCL's notification of
the proposed abandonment. See correspondence attached as Appendix H.

(i) The Line does not pass through or adjacent to any wildlife
sanctuaries or refuges or any national or state parks or forests and, accordingly, none will be
adversely affected. WCL has contacted and requested comments from the National Park
Service, as set forth in Appendix J. WCL has receivgd no comments from the National Park

Service to date.



9 Water. WCL does not believe that there will be any water quality effects
of the proposed abandonment because the Line is not located near any navigable waters and as
such, WCL does not anticipate discharge of any materials into navigable waters that would
require permits under Sections 402 and 404 of the Clean Water Act. Additionally, the Line does
not appear to be within a Coastal Zone. To WCL's knowledge, there are no wetlands located in
or along the right-of-way of the Line, most of which was previously a small railroad yard, and
WCL is unaware of any 100-year flood plains that would be affected by abandonment.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been contacted and has responded that the
proposed abandonment will have no effect on Army Corps projects. See correspondence
attached hereto as Appendix K. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has also been contacted and,
to date, has not respbnded. See correspondence attached as Appendix I. Information on the
proposed abandonment also has been provided to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. See correspondence attached as Appendices G

and H, respectively. To date, neither agency has responded to WCL's notification letter.

HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d)

1. Map. A map of the Line is attached hereto as Appendix A.

2. Description of Line. The line to be abandoned begins at milepost 132.89
which is the point ai which WCL's main line to Bradley, Wisconsiﬁ diverges to the northwest,
and extends to the end of track at milepost 133.38, which served as the north end of WCL's
former Tomahawk Yard. The entirety of the Line is in Tomahawk, Lihcoln County, Wisconsin
and totals a distance of approximately 0.49 miles. The area around the Line is flat and generally

light industrial property. The width of the right-of-way is generally 100 feet.
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3 Photographs. Not applicable. There are no buildings, bridges or other
structures on the Line which are fifty years old or older.

4. Information on Structures. Not applicable. There are no buildings,
bridges or other structures on the Line which are fifty years old or older.

5. History of Operations. The Line was constructed in 1887 by a predecessor

of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad Company (the "Milwaukee Road"), and
formed part of a branch line extending from a connection with the Milwaukee Road's main line
at New Lisbon, Wiscor;siﬁ through Wausau and Tomahawk to Minocqua, Wisconsin and Blue
Bill, Michigan. In 1979, the Milwaukee Road was authorized to abandon its rail line north of

milepost 133.38, a segment that was then acquired by the State of Wisconsin and subsequently

converted to a trail. Stanley E.G. Hillman, Trustee of the Property of Chicago, Milwaukee, St.

Paul & Pacific Railroad Company, Debtor — Abandonment — Near Tomahawk and Heafford
Junction, in Lincoln County, WI, Docket No. AB-7 (Sub-No. 63F) (ICC served September 7,

1979, November 9, 1988 and July 12, 1991) and Wisconsin Department of Transportation —

Abandonment Exemption — Near Tomahawk and Heafford Junction, WI, Docket No. AB-343
(Sub-No. 1X) (ICC served July 12, 1991). The Line was retained as a stub extending north from

the connection between the Milwaukee Road and the Marinette, Tomahawk & Western Railroad
Company, and served as the Milwaukee Road's Tomahawk Yard. The Line and other
Milwaukee Road trackage in the area was acquired by Soo Line Railroad Company in 1985, and

subsequently by WCL in 1987. See Wisconsin Central I'td. — Exemption Acquisition and

Operation — Certain Lines of Soo Line Railroad Company, Finance Docket No. 31102 (ICC

served September 16, 1987). WCL used the Line for general freight traffic and yard purposes,

but has not conducted rail operations on the Line for several years.
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6. Engineering Documents. There are no buildings, bridges or other

structures on the Line, and thus WCL does not anticipate that it would have relevant engineering
documents. WCL will provide copies of any documents in its possession upon request.

7. Historic Criteria. WCL has contacted and requested comments from the

State Historic Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Historical Society ("SHPO"). See
correspondence attached as Appendix L. The SHPO has responded that no historical properties
will be affected by WCL's proposed abandonment. See correspondence attached as Appendix L.

8. Ground Disturbances. WCL is unaware of archaeological resources in the

area, and believe that substantial ground distutbance occurred when the Line and adjacent yard
trackage was originally constructed more than a century ago. Access to the line is generally

good.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fazx; (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUprey L, BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 _ March 6, 2015

abrodrick @fletcher-sippel.com

M. Robert Lussow

Linceln County Board Chair
W6275 Camp Rice Point Road
Tomahawk, WI 54487

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandontent
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr, Lussow:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandenment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”). '

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference, The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-~year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

| Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12.  Theneed or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Cdbe BBl o o 2 B

\O

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT

>
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~ FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

M. Robert Lussow
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB,

Thank you for your assistance. 5

Very truly yours,

AM{C -%-AMW—; |

‘Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

AlB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 . Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Mayor Clarann Stocker
P.O. Box 469
Tomahawlc, WI 54487

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Litd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mayor Stocker:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”)} is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursnant to 49 CF.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years,

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so.you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12, The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act,

§EIG0 Y O O o L7 b

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written regponse as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No, AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

Mayor Clarann Stocker
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

g { - Povedayic

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counssl for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1LC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, lllinois 60606-2832 - www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Hill Farms State Transportation Bldg,
4802 Sheboygan Avenue

P.O. Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707-7910

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sit/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file 2 Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomabawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”). ‘

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years,

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

3 Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

© N oL s W

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.




FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Iﬁa111c you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

AM»@ L %\;ﬁﬁjmrﬂf -

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com
AUDREY L, BRODRICK March 6, 2015

(312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Mr. David M. Kennedy

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Managetment
NOAA Ocean Service

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910

Re:  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd, —
Proposed Abandonment in Tomahawk, W1, Lincoln County

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad
beginning at milepost 132.89 and extending north to milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln
County, Wisconsin (“the Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.E.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines
over which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may asgist us in identifying
any potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Seil and natural resource conservations;
Agricultural land,

Regional and/or local use plans; and
The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

020 NOV L W
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

Mr. David M. Kennedy
March 6, 2015
Page 2

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We
would appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the
Environmental/Historic Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should
reference Docket No. AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for
WCL.

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic
Report will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s Nofice of Exemption is filed

at the STB.
Thank you for your assistance.
Very truly youss,
g Dot
Audrey L Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.
ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive . Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

National Geodetic Survey Information Services
SSMC-3, #9202

1315 Bast-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282
Attention: Mr. Simon Monroe

Simon Monroe@noaa.gov

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Monroe:

Wisconsin Centra] Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomabhawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identiﬁn'ng' any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plaius;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11.  Regional and/or local use plans; and

12, The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

009 T O IV R L3I e

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer, We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

National Geodetic Survey Information Services
March 6, 2015
Page 2

Tn accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

C/i;lfﬁ'ﬁ R Ny

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

AlLB:dg
Enclosure
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-—-Original Message——-

From: Simon Monroe [mailto:simon.monroe@noaa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 5:33 PM

To: Audrey Brodrick

Cc: Surface Transportation Board; Lucy Hall; Simon Monroe
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-303 (SUB NO. 047X)

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for

TOMAHAWK, Lincoln County, WISCONSIN.

Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described.

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or desltroy any geodetic station
marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at

http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads

-
| o] | |-}

|1

No Stations Found.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAwW

29 North Wacker Drive ' Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinots 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L, BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Mr. Gregory Hines

RC&D Coordinator .

National Resource Conservation Service
3071 Voyager Drive, Suite E

Green Bay, W1 54311-8343

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mz, Hines:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 CE.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years, .

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

s Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

LN S WM

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandenment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
{Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT
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Mr. Gregory Hines
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thaunk you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

ng{%/t - ’%\@%/M ue_

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYVS AT Law

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, llinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Department of Administration

P.O. Box 8944

101 East Wilson Street

Madison, W1 53708-8944

Re: Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin '

Dear Sit/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

‘Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

9. Soil and natural resousce conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

ot O Bl Lo o e

Because of the mature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent o the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.
EXHIBIT

e
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Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded fo you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

(Awlﬁzé L *{ZD@’/(/V (HC~

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

AlB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL nic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: {312) 252-1500
Suite 920 / Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, lllinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 : March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

‘Wisconsin Department of Administration
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lihcoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sit/Viadam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”™). :

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your referénce. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 CF.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

; Soil and natural resource conservations;
10, Agricultyral land;

11.  Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

R R

O

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. 'We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

Wisconsin Department of Administration
March 6, 2015
Page 2

' Tn accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

Ay Fovstind

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive ‘ Phone; (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@#letcher-sippel.com

Mr. Kenneth A, Westlake

Chief, NEPA Implementation Section
U.S. EPA Region 5 :

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL. 60604

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Westlake:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawlk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursvant to 49 CFR. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at [east the previous two years,

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

; Soil and natural resoutce conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11, Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

e N B B e

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL Lic

Mr, Kenneth A, Westlake
March 6, 2015
Page 2

- In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.
Very truly yours,

/éwﬂﬁn% L Bedrithe

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.

AlLB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11.C

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 ’ . Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, lllinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Northern Region

107 Sutliff Avenue

Rhinelander, WI 54501

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuvant to 49 CF.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years,

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Waler quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;
' Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;
9. Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11.  Regional and/or local use plans; and
112, The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

29N BVH R N

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresce no adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We wonld
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT




FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

%}/Md Povosn' it

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.

ALB:dg

Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive
Suite 920
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Fax: (312) 252-2400
www.fletcher-sippel.com

Mz, Jon Simonsen, Environmental Review Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Energy, Transportanon & Environmental Analysis
Central Office
P.O. Box 7921
Madison WI 53707-7921

. Jonathan.Simonsen(@wisconsin.gov

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Litd.-Proposed Abandonment
_in Lincoin County, Wisconsin

‘Dear Mr. Simonsen:

Wisconsin Cenfral Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for ybur reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.FR. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11, Regional and/or Jocal use plans; and

12.  The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

2o o B B M

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects,
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
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'FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

Mr. Jon Simonsen
March 6, 2015
Page 2

Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Reporf
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

(AVW ¢ Povstn e

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL iLc

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive _ Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, [Hinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 Matrch 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2800 Lake Shore Drive East-Snite B
Ashland, W1 54806-2427

Re: Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sit/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133,38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line”). :

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference, The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctvaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

; Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12, The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

LN A WN
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Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects.

Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would

appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic

Report for the proposed abandonment. Amuy written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No, 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT




FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

U.S, Fish & Wildlife Service
March 6, 2015 :
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

_Avsegl Bodunt

Audrey 1. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsi Central Ltd,

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 : www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

National Park Service
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sit/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two years.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality; !
Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;

Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;

National or state parks or forests;

Coastal zone management;

: Soil and natural resource conservations;

10. Agricultural land;

11, Regional and/or local use plans; and

12, The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

SN oL A W
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Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foresee mo adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
(Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.

EXHIBIT

I
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National Park Service
March 6, 2015
Page 2

In accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly youts,

uAf oy - -

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LiC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive
Suite 920
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 ; March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Fax: (312) 252-2400
www.fletcher-sippel.com

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
St. Paul District (CEMVPA-PA)
190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MIN 55101-1638

Re:  Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Ltd.-Proposed Abandonment
in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sit/Madam:

Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at
Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin (“the
Line™).

For your convenience, we have attached a map for your reference. The Notice of
Exemption will be filed pursuant to 49 CF.R. § 1152.50(b), covering abandonment of rail lines over
which no local traffic has moved during at least the previous two yeats.

WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any
potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened species;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

. Soil and natural resource conservations;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12. The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

RS N
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Because of the natute of the proposed action, we foresee mo adverse effects.
Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
appreciate a written response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the Environmental/Historic
Report for the proposed abandonment. Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303
{Sub.-No. 47X) and be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for WCL.
EXHIBIT

K
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1Lic

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
March 6, 2015
Page 2

Tn accordance with the STB’s regulations, a copy of the Environmental/Historic Report
will be forwarded to you at least twenty days before WCL’s notice of exemption is filed at the STB.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,

| | Mot Brotne

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700
ST. PAUL MIN 581011678

April 3, 2015

Programs and Project Management Division
Project Management Branch (PNI-B)

SUBJECT: Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central Lid -Propdsed
Abandonment in, Lincolh County, Wisconsin

Audrey L. Brodrick

Fletcher & Sippel, LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, lllinois 60606-2832

Dear Ms. Brodrick:

We are replying to your March 6, 2015, letter regarding the proposed abdndoriment
of 0.49 miles of railroad beginning at milepost 132.89 and extending north to milepost
133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin.

The proposed railroad track abandonment as described in your letterwill not affect
any existing Corps of Engineers civil works projects. We do not anticipate future
impacts fo any Corps of Erigineers clvil works projects by the St. Paul District.

Be advised that the proposed project is located within fre Saint Paul Districts.
Regulatory jurisdiction and will regjuire further coorditiation with Mr. Jeff Olson at the
Corps of Engineers Regulatory Office, 180 5th Street East, 8t. Paul, Minnesota 55101~
1678, regarding permit requirements for the St. Paul District.

A copy of your letter has been forwarded to Mr. Qlson of the St. Paul District.
Regulatory office. Please note that this letter does not sliminiate the need for State,
local, or otherautharizations, such as those of the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources,

Aaran M. Snyder, PMP ‘ '
Chief, Project Management Branch (PV-B)

el
CEMVP-OP-R/Olsof
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 Notth Wacker Drive . Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518 March 6, 2015

abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

Wisconsin Historical Society

Division of Historic Preservation and Public History
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706

Re: Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 47X) ~-Wisconsin Central Ltd,
Proposed Abandonment in Lincoln County, Wisconsin.

Dear Sir or Madam:

, Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL”) is planning to file a Notice of Exemption with
the Swrface Transportation Board (“STB”) for the abandonment of 0.49 miles of railroad
beginning at Milepost 132.89 and extending north to Milepost 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln
County, Wisconsin (“the Line”). T am enclosing with this letter a map of the Line WCL intends
on abandoning in the instant proceeding as well as a request for SHPO Comment form for your
use in responding to this letter. There are no railroad structures or bridges on the Line.

Any written comments should reference Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) and
should be sent to the undersigned, as counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

If you have any questions or need additional information in the meantime, please
feel free to contact me at 312-252-1518. Thank you for your assistance.

Vety truly yours,

40% L i

" Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd,
ALB:dg
Enclosure

EXHIBIT

-
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DESCRIPTION: PROPERTY SKETCH
Tomahawk
State of Wisconsin ) ~
United States of America SUBDIVISION: Valley (486)
SPUR / ANTENNE: NA
T MILEAGE / MILLIAIRE: 132.89 - 133.38
CECI N'EST PAS UN PLAN D'ARPENTAGE DATE: Fehnay 27, 2015
@ Subject Lands o 75 150 a7t
[ == — |
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. R 120m
AB 303 (SUB NO. 47X) =
SCALE / ECHELLE: 1:3000

486 1260.dwg
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HP-05-07 (8/15/03) Tor SHPO Use Only. Case #

REQUEST FOR SHPO COMMENT AND CONSULTATION ON A FEDERAL UNDERTAKING
Submit one copy with each undertaldng for which our comment is requested. 'Isl;ease print or type. Return fos
Wisconsin Historical Society, Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Preservation Planning, 816 State Street, Madison, WI 53706
Please Check All Boxes and Include All of the Faollowing Informaﬁon, as Applicable: ’ ’
1. GENERAL INI'ORMATION
This is a new submittal.

[[] This is supplemental information relating to Case #; and titles
[[] This project is being undertaken pursuant to the terms and conditions of a programmatic or other interagency agreement,

The title of the agreement is

e, Pederal Agency Jurisdiction (Agency providing funds, assistance, license, permit); Stirface Transportation Board

b. Federal Agency Contact Person: Cynthla Brown, Chief Section of Adminlstration, Rachel Campbell Phone: 202-245-0245

c. Project Contact Person: Audrey Brodrick Phone: 312-262-1518

d. Return Address: Felteher &Sippel LLC, 29 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL Zip Code: 80606

Fmail Address: abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com
Project Name: _WVisconsin Gentral Ltd, Proposed Abandonment in Lincoln County, Wisconsin, AB- 303 {Sub No. 47X)

f

g Project Street Address; nfa Ralil Line in Tamahawk, Wisconsin from milepost 132.89 - 1 33.38 along S. Railway street
h. County: Lincoln City: Tomahawk Zip Code: 54487

i, Project Location;  Township _, Range . EfW (cirele one), Section Quarter Sections

j. Project Narrative Description—Attach Information as Necessary.,
k. Avea of Potential Effect (APE). Attach Copy of U.S.G.S, 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle Showing APE.
I, IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

[} Historic Properties are located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4, Attach supporting materials.
[1 Historic Properties are not located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting materials.

LES FINDINGS

[¥] No hxstonc properties will be affected (1.e., none is present or there are histonc properties present but the project will have no effect upon them) Attach

necessary dooumentation, as described at 36 CFR 800,11,
[ The proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect on one or more historic properties located within the project APE under 36 CFR 800.5, Attach necessary

" documentation, as described at 36 CFR 800.11.
[} The proposed undertaking will result in an adverse effact to one or more historic properties and the applicant, or other federally awthorized representative, will

consult with the SHPO and other consulting patties to rosolve the adverse effect per 36 CFR 800.6. Attach necessary documentation, as described at 36 CFR
800.11; with a proposed plaro resolve adverse effect(s), .

Authorized Signature; . m ?)7)\0,4/1'/ ‘é’ié Date: March 3, 2015

Audrey L. Brodnck

Type or print name:
TIV.STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS

1 Agree with the finding in section T above,
"] Object to the finding for reasons indicated in attached letter.
] Cannot review until information is sent as follows:

Date;

Authorized Signature:
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HP-05-07 (8/15/03)

REQUEST FOR SHPO COMMENT AND CONSULTATION ON A FEDERAL UNDERTAKING

Submit one copy with each undertaking for which cur comment is requested. “Please print or type. Return to:

Wisconsin Historical Society, Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Preservation Planning, 816 State Street, Madison, WI 53706

Please Check All Boxes and Include All of the Following Information, as Applicable:

L

GENERAL INFORMATION

[¥] This is a new submittal.

] This is supplemental information relating to Case #: and title:

[[] This project is being undertaken pursuant to the terms and conditions of a programmatic or other interagency agreement.

The title of the agreement is

a.

Federal Agency Jurisdiction (Agency providing funds, assistance, license, permit): Surface Transportation Board

b. Federal Agency Contact Person: CYnthia Brown, Chief Section of Administration. Rachel Campbell Phone:  202-245-0245

c. Project Contact Person; Audrey Bradrick : i’hone:’ 312-252-1518

d. Return Address; Feftcher &Sippel LLC, 29 N. Waoker Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, Il - 7ip Code: 60806

. Email Address: abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com '

£ Project Name: YVisconsin Central Ltd. Proposed Abandonment in Lineoin County, Wisconsin, AB- 303 (Sub No. 47X)
g Project Street Address; n/a Rail Line in Tomahawk, Wisconsin from milepost 132.89 ~ 133.38 along S. Railway sfreét
h. County: Lincoin City: Tomahawk Zip Code: 54487

i. ProjectLocation:. Township _» Range , E/W {circle one), Section ___ , Quarter Sections

j. Project Narrative Deseription—Attach _Information as Necessary. '

k. Ares of Potential Bffect (APE). Attach Copy of U.8.G.S. 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle Showing APE.

II. IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

[] Historic Properties are located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting materials,
[] Historic Properties are not located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting materials.

10.FINDINGS

Ne historic properties will be affected (i.e., none is present or there are historic properties present but the project will have no effect upon 1.'11e.fn). Attach

necessary focumentation, as described at 36 CFR 800.11.
[} The proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect on one or more hlstouc properties located within the project APE under 36 CFR 800.5, Attach necessary

documentation, as described at 36 CFR 800,11,

[] The proposed undertaking will result in an adverse effeot to one or more hlstonc properties and the applicant, or other federally autharized representative, will
consult with the SHPO and ofher consulting parties to resdlve the adverse effect per 36 CFR 800.6, Attach necessary docomentation, as deseribed at 36 CFR

800.11, with a proposed plamyto resolve adverse effect(s).

Authorized Signature; ﬁ&ﬁé a ; Zzy’;)?’?/&‘\&i(/ pae: March 3, 2015

Type or print name:

Audrey L. Brodrick

IV.STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS

%/Agree with the finding in section IIl abave.

Object to the finding for reasons mchcated in attached letter,




Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY PETITION FOR EXEMPTION FOR
ABANDONMENT IN LINCOLN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN

To:  Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration
Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street, S.W. :
Washington, D.C. 20024 ' g

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R. PART 1105

I hereby certify that on September 3, 2015 copies of the Environmental Report and
Historic Report for the above-captioned proceeding were served on the agencies listed at
49 CF.R. § 1105.7(b), all-agencies consulted in preparing the reports, and on the Wisconsin
Historical Society. A service list and copy of the letter sent to all such agencies is attached and
incorporated into this certificate as Attachment A. The reports have been sent within the time
period specified, as Wisconsin Central Ltd. is filing its Petition for Exemption more than 20 days
after it served its Environmental Report and Historic Report. All appropriate agencies ‘as listed
in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) have been consulted well in advance of preparing the Environmental

Report.

I also certify that a newspaper notice was-published on September 8, 2015 in The
Tomahawk Leader, a newspaper of general circulation in Lincoln County, Wisconsin. The notice
alerted the public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alternatives, and to procedures
for participating in the STB proceeding. A copy of the text of the notice is attached to this
certificate as Attachment B.

atei this 6@ day of October 2015.

Audrey L. Breéinck
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

EXHIBIT

N
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' ATTACHMENT A

Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X)
Wisconsin Central Ltd.—Proposed Abandonment—Tomahawk, Lincoln County, Wisconsin

SERVICE LIST

State Clearing House (or equivalent)

Wisconsin Department of Administration
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

State DOT

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Hill Farms State Transportation Bldg.
4802 Sheboygan Avenue '
P.O.Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707-7910

State Environmental Protection Agency ' %,

Mr. Jon Simonsen, Environmental Review Coordinator
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Bureau of Energy, Transportation & Environmental Analysis
Central Office

PO Box 7921

Madison WI 53707-7921

Jonathan.Simonsen@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Northern Region

107 Sutliff Ave

Rhinelander, WI 54501

State Coastal Zone Manag‘ement

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Department of Administration

P.O. Box 8944

101 Bast Wilson Street

Madison, WI 53708-8944

Head of Each County
M. Robert Lussow
Lincoln County Board Chair

W6275 Camp Rice Point Road
Tomahawlk, WI 54487
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Head of Town (if applicable)

Mayor Clarann Stocker
P.O. Box 469
Tomahawk, WI 54487

Regional EPA Office

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake

Chief, NEPA Implementation Section
U.S. EPA Region 5

7T West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL. 60604

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2800 Lake Shore Drive East-Suite B
Ashland, WI 54806-2427

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

St. Paul District (CEMVPA-PA)
190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

National Park Service

National Park Service
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. Soil Conservation Service -Natural Resource Conservation Service

Mr. Gregory Hines

RC&D Coordinator

Natural Resource Conservation Service
3071 Voyager Drive, Suite E.

Green Bay, WI 54311-8343

National Geodetic Survey

National Geodetic Survey Information Services
Attention: Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov
SSMC-3, #9202

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282
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Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Mr. David M. Kennedy

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
NOAA Ocean Service

. 1305 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910

State Historical Agency

Wisconsin Historical Society
Division of Historic Preservation
Office of Preservation Planning
816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706
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* FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1iic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

' 29 Noith Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 ’ Fax: (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 . www.fletchet-sippel.com

AUDREY L, BRODRICK

(312) 252.1518 .
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com Septembel 3,2015

Wisconsin Department of Administration
P.O, Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868-

Re: Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) Wisconsin Central ILtd.-Proposed
Abandonment in Lincoln County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir/Madam:

h On or after September 23, 2015, Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") expects to file
with the Surface Transportation Board a Notice of Exemption for the abandonment of WCL’s
railroad line extending from MP 132.89 and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Lincoln
County, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.49 miles, Your review of and comments on
this project were previously requested by letter dated March 6, 2015.

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(b) and 1105.11, we are providing for -
your information the enclosed Environmental/Historic Report which will accompany the Notice
of Exemption and which describes the proposed action and any expected environmental or
historic effects. The Report also includes a map of the affected area.

We are providing this repoit so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the Board's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please contact the
Office of Environmental Analysis at the following address:

Surface Transportation Board
Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106
Washington, DC 20423-0001

- (202)245-0295

- Your comments should reference Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 47X) and, if
written, should include a copy to the undersigned. Because the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to the
Office of Environmental Analysis would be appreciated within three weeks.
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* FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

Wisconsin Department of Administration
September 3, 2015
Page 2

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental
and historic preservation’ impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, you should feel free to contact me directly at 312-252-1518, Thank
you for your assistance on this matter. Xind regards. . \

Very iruly yours,

(Frednick
Audrey L, Bradrick

Attorney for Wisconsin Central Lid.

ALB:dg
Enclosure
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ATTACHMENT B

NOTICE

‘Wisconsin Central Ltd. gives notice that on or after September 22, 2015, it intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart F--
Exempt Abandonments permitting the abandonment of approximately 0.49 miles of railroad line starting
at MP 132.89 in Tomahawk, Wisconsin and ending at MP 133.38 in Tomahawk, Wisconsin and which
traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 54487 in Lincoln County, Wisconsin. The
proceeding will be docketed as No. AB 303 (Sub-No. 47X). _

The Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) will generally prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after the filing of the notice of exemption.
Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 15 days after the EA
becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. Interested persons may obtain
a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by writing to the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling that
office at 202-245-0295.

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Board. Requests for
environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/trails use also can be filed with the
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues
(such as trails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must.be filed directly with the Board's
Office of the Secretary, 395 E. Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(2)
], and one copy must be served on applicants' representative [See 49 CFR 1104.12 (a) ]. Questions
regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of
Congressional and Public Services at 202-245-0230. Copies of any comments or requests for conditions
should be served on the applicant's representative: Fletcher & Sippel LLC, Attention: Audrey L. Brodrick,
29 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606.
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"8AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION ~  Thé Tomahawk Lesider

‘ Lariy M. & Kathleen A. Tobin, Publishers
STATE.OF WISCONSIN .
Lincoln Coutity } . (SBCTION-4173)

Kamteezd A 708,/ g fist duly svorn
decarding to law, on Geith, says that he (she) is an-anthotized tépresentative
of THE TOMAHAWK LEADER, s weekly newspaper, printed and
published in the Gity of Tomabawk, County and State afore said, and that
the notice or advertisement, of which the annéxed 15 a true puntéd copy
takén from said ‘papet, was published in the full edition of said paper on
the follpwing dates: _

_SepiEmLER_ f”, A5

(Bighed)

Pud -%‘/f P (Title)

Bubseribed and sworn to before ms, th1s 4 day of 5 &FzngA2015.

,lr!i,

cs ARG

My Commlssmn axpiras

"Number Lines > - S‘ 3 Dumber Times / Afﬁdavﬁ Fe¢ $1.00
Printei's Fees 7 7./ 3

Extra Copigs

. Total §_ 3 8.,/5

Rgoawed Payment ?;/8' ,/l =] : L/ L2757 .

LT
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