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J%'ELTCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fox (312) 252-2400
Chicago, Illinois 6§0606-2832 www (leccher-sippel com

AUDREY L. BRODRICK December 13, 2013

{312} 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel.com

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS I LED K
Ms. CynthiaI' Brown R -
Chicf, Scction of Administration DEC 1 ¢ 2013
OfTice o’i"‘l’rocccchn.gs SURFACE
Surface Transporlation Board TRANSPORTATION BOARD
395 L Street, S W, Room 1034 E'f ’
Washinglon, DC 20024 ) . D .
& ) .t oﬂwfg'fﬁrs&edlngn >
Re:  Docket No. ABR-303 (Sub-No. 43X) 1 . 13
Wisconsin Central Ltd. -- Abandonment \ pc 1620
Excmption -- In Barron County, Wisconsin of
Partof 4
Public Reco
Dear Sceretary Williams: ‘@“/

Enclosed [o1 filing in the above-captioned procecding arc an original and ten
copies ol the Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd., dated December 16,2013, A
check in the amount ol 86,700, representing the appropriate fee for this filing, is attached.

In accordance with 49 C F.R. § 1152.60(c), a computer disk containing the text of
the drafl Federal Register nolice of this petition for exemption (Exhibit B to the Petition) in MS
Word 2010 format also is cnclosed. For convenience, this disk also contains the text of the
Petition for Exemption.

The original copy of the Environmental/Historic Report (Exhibit F to the Petition)
has been provided dircetly to the Board's Oflice of Environmental Analysis.

If you have any questions regarding this [iling, please [cel free lo contact me.
Thank you for your assistance on this matter  Kind regaids

FEE RECEIVE Respectfully submutied,
DEC 1 6 2013 N Ay Pedunng.

SURR. Audrey L. Biodrick

ACE » {Y 1€ H id.
. TRANSPORTA-”ON BOARD Allorney for Wisconsin Central Lid
ALB:dg

Enclosures H

cc: Ms. VictoriaJ Rutson, Room 1106 -
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKRET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
N BARRON COUNTY, WISCONSIN

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and the regulations of the Surlace Transporiation
Board (the "Board") at 49 C F.R. §§ 1121 and 1152.60, Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") hereby
petitions the Board for an exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903
for WCL to abandon a line of railroad, referred to hercin as "the Line," extending {iom milepost
552 and ending at milepost 56.0 in Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, a distance of
approximatcly 0.80 miles. The linc of trackage north of miicpost 56 0 was authorized for
abandonment in AB -303 (Sub. No. 12 X). The linc that was abandoned in that proceeding 1s
now a Lrail, except for a small portion of Irackage immediately north of milepost 56 0, on which
abandonment was consummated but the track remained in place to allew for headruom for
switching purposcs. A map showing the location of the linc lo be abandoned is atiached to this
Petition as Exhibit A A dral Federal Register notice of this Petition in the form prescribed by
49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(c) is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

Afier abandonment, the railbed and subgrade of the Line will remain in place and
not be disturbed but the tracks, ues, and other track material will be salvaged Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources has expressed interest in using the abandoned corridor for trail

purposcs and WCL is working with the agency Lo develop that possibility.
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and Wisconsin. WCI, is a wholly-owned indircct subsidiay of Canachian National Railway

Company. Scc Canadian Nauonal Ry. Co. -- Control -- Wisconsin Central Transp Corp, 5

S.T.B. 890 (2001)
The complete name and address of WCL is.
Wisconsin Central Ltd.
17641 South Ashland Avenue

Homewaood, [llinois 60430
(708) 332-4381

II. DESCRIPTION OF LINE TO BE ABANDONED

The Line WCL sceks to abandon is a sigle-track, stub-ended line that begins at a
connection with WCI.’s mainline at milepost 55.2 and ending at milcpost 56.0 in Ricc Lake,
Wisconsin. The track north of milepost 56.0 was an unregulated line that is no longer in use, and
the track on the unregulated line has been removed. The Line is situated in Barron County,
Wisconsin and extends a total distance of approximately 0,80 miles.

Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources has cxpresscd an interest in using the
ubandoned carridor for trail purposes Subsequent to receiving the authority to abandon, WCL
will work with the agency Lo develop Lhat possibility.

The right-of~way of the Linc is largely 100 [cet wide with some arcas being 50
[eet and others arcas approximately 177 feet wide. Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.60(d), WCL
states that, based on informalion in its possession, the Line docs not contain federally granted
rights-ol-way. According to WCL’s records, two of the parcels on which the Line sits were
patenis received from the State of Wisconsin. WCI. does not know the source of those patents.
Any rclevant documentation on this subject in WCL’s posscssion will bc made available
promptly to those requesting it. The Line traverses Uniled States Postal Service Zip Code

54868.




235195
UL  JURISDICTION AND STATUTORY STANDARDS

The Board has jyurisdiclion over the proposed abandonment of WCL's Linc
pursuanl 10 49 U S.C. § 10903. Generally, a common carrier by rail musl obtain authority {from
the Board under Section 10903 before abandoning a line of railroad. However, 49 US.C
§ 10502 requires the Board lo exempl a person, transaction or scrvice [rom the statutory and
regulatory requircments otherwisc applicable to a rail carmer when the Board determines that:
(1) applicalion of those rcquirements is not necessary to carry out the rail uansportation policy of
49 U.SC §10101; and (2) cither {u) the transaclion is of lmited scope or (b) regulation is nol

needed to protect shippers from an abusc of market power

I[V. CRITERIA OF 49 U.S.C. § 10502

A. Dctailed Scrutiny Under 49 U.S.C. § 10903
Is Nut Necessary 'T'o Carry Out The Rail
Trangportation Policy Of 49 U.S.C. § 10101

Granting WCL an excmption to abandon the Line is consistent with the goals
articulated in the National Rail Transporiation Policy, 49 U.S.C. § 10101, The rail transportation
policy provides that the Board should minimize the necd for federal rcgulatory control over the
ra1l transportation sysiem, expedite regulatory decision, and reduce barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C.
§§ 10101 (2) and (7). Additionaily, the ril transportation policy is meant to encourage honest
and efficienl management of railroads and to expeditiously handle and resolve all proceedings
requircd or permitted to bc brought under the statutory scheme 49 US.C. §§ 10101 (9) and
(15). The statutory exemption procedure of Section 10502 obviates the need for the expensive
and time-consuming processes attendant o a proceeding under Scction 10903, including the

costs of prepuring an application. Reliance on the adequatc and expeditious exemption
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proceduie herein would minimize Board regulation of Lhis transaction and reduce the regulatory
burden on WCL.

Additionally, by granting WCL's petition, none of the other 1l transporiation
policy criteria will be adversely affected There has been no scrvice over the Line in Lwo ycars,
no shippeis are located on the Line, and there is no tiackage beyond the northern himit of the
Linc WCI, secks 1o abandon.

B. The Transaction Iz Of Limited Scope

"The transaction for which exemption 1s sought consists solely ol the abandonment
of a stub-cnded spur track totaling approximately 0.80 miles and which no shippers arc located.
Further, there has been no service over the Line for two yeurs. Additionally, there is no
rcasonable prospect of (utuie rail traffic, as there 1s no further trackage beyond milepost 56.0, the
northern limit of the Line WCL sceks to ubandon. The proposed abandonment clearly is of
limited scope

C. Regulation Is Not Necessary To Protect
Shippers From An Abuse Of Market Power

Since this transaction 1s of Jimited scope, WCL does not need to demonsirate that
regulation is unnccessary (o protect shippers from abusc of market power. 49 US.C
§ 10502(u)}(2) Even so, it is clear tha this transaction will not and cannot subject shippers Lo
any markel power abuse. As stated above, there are no shippers located on the Linc and there is
no further trackage beyond the northern most pomt of the Linc WCL sccks to abandon.
Accordingly, regulation by thc Board of this abandonment is not and cannot be necessary Lo

protect any shipper [rom an abuse of power.
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V.  LEVEL OF LABOR PROTECTION TO BE IMPOSED

WCL does not anticipate any adversc impact on employment levels as a result of
the proposed abandonment as therc has been nw traffic over the Line in two years WCI. agrecs
that the appropriate level of cmployce protection to be imposed on this abandonment is that

established in Oregon Short Line R. Co -- Abandonment -- Gioshen, 360 1.C.C 91 (1979).

V. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(a), 1105.8(a) and

1121.3(b), an Environmental/Historic Report is attached as Exhibit F to this Petition.

WHEREFORE, WCIL respectfully requests that the Board exempt fiom the prior
approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 the abandonment by WCI. of its linc extending from
milepost 55.2 and ending at milepost 56.0 in Ricc Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin

Respectfully submilted,

Byim‘k_m__
Audrey L. Brodrick

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 North Wacker Drive
Suite 920

Chicago, [llinois 60606-2832
(312) 252-1500

ATTORNEYS FOR
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

Dated- December 16,2013
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ hereby certily that on this 13" day of December, 2013, a copy of the foregoing
Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd. was served by first class mail, postage
prepaid, upon the agencies specified in 49 C.FR § 1152 50(d)(1) and all known customcrs on
the line to be abundoned, as [ollows’

Ms. Leanna Wall

Director, Burcau of Railroads and Highways
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
P.0. Box 7914

Madison, WI 53707-7914

Wisconsin Department ol IGA Relations
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Whlson Street, Gth Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

Mr Tom Tidwell

Chiefl of the Foresl Service

U.S Depariment of Agiiculture
1400 [ndependence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0003

National Pairk Scrvice
Alin: Charlic Siockman
Org: 2220

1201 [ (Eyc) Strect NW
Washington D.C. 20005

Railroads For National Dclense Program

Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command
‘I'ransportation Enginceling Agency

| Soldier Way, Bldg. 1900W

Scolt AFB, IL 62225- 5006

/é}dq(ﬂmum

VAudrey 1. Brodrick
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EXHIBIT B

Federal Register Notice
Docket No. AB-303 (Sub No. 43X)

Notice of Petition for Ilxemplion to Abandon

On December 16, 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd, (“WCL") filed with the Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a pculion [or exemption [or WCL 1o abandon a
linc of 1ailroad cxtending from milepost 52.2 to milcpost 56 0 in Rice Lake, Barron County,
Wisconsin, a distance ol approximately 0.80 miles the (“Linc”). The line for which the
abandonment cxemption request was filed traverses United States Postal Service ZIP Code
548G8.

Bascd on availlable mformation, the Line does not contain federally gianied
rights-o(-way. Accoiding to WCL’s rccords, two of the parcels on which the TLine sits were
patents reccived from the State of Wisconsin, WCI. does not know the source ol thosc patents.
Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available promptly (o thosc
requesting it

The interest of railroad cmployces will be protecled by the conditions specified in
Oregon Short Line R. Co. -- Abandonment -- Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979)

Any offer ol financial assistancc will be due no later than 10 days aller scrvice of
a decision granting the petition for cxemplion

All interested parties should be aware that [ollowing abandonment of rail service
and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim trail usc.

Any request for a public usc condilion and any request for trail use/rail banking
will be due no later than 20 days afler notice of the filing of the petition for excmption 18
published n the Federal Register.

Persons sceking further infoiumation concerning abandonment procedures may
contact the Surface Transporlation Board or refer Lo the full abandonment regulations at 49 CFR
part 1152. Questions concerning environmental issues may be directed to the Board's Office of
Environmenlal Analysis.

Any environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if
necessary) prepared by the Oflice of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation. Any
olher persons who would likc to oblain a copy of the LA (or EIS) may contact the Seclion of
Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment procecdings normally will be made
available within 60 days of the filing ol the petition The deadline [or submission of comments
on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service

11




EXHIBIT C

STATE OF / 7_7& )
)
COUNTY OF DK oT:d )
AFFIDAVIT m-yé/v AT

l&j@@do hereby certify, swear, and declare that I am competent fo

testify and give this affidavit bascd upon my personal knowledge, and that the [ollowing facts are

S8

true 1o be best of my knowledge information and belief*

L. I am the C—E 0 of Progressive Rail Inc. (“Progressive™) a common
carricr by ruil that owns and operates rail linc in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri, Illinois, and
Iowa.

2. [ have scrved as the Z;[ 0 since M

3. As CﬁZ} , | have knowledge of Progressive’s operalions, including
the tracks we operate over and the shipments that traverse those lines

4, From October 2004 to December 2012, Piogressive leased a portion of
track from the Wisconsin Central Ltd. (“WCL") on WCL's Barron subdivision located in
Barron, County, Wisconsin. The portion of track Progressive leased from WCL included track
located between mileposis 55.2 and 56.0.

5. To the best of my knowledge, from November 20, 2011 through
December _L 2012, when Progressive’s Icase of WCL’s Barron subdivision ended, there was
no traffic or shipmenls over the portion of Lhe Barron subdivision between mileposts 55.2 and

56.0 in Ricc Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin

12




Further Affianl Sayeth Not

235195

ﬁ\-’

4 ‘ )
SUBSCRIBED anyWORN to

beforc me thi day of afﬂbgﬁ , 2003
(o

Notdry Pub

My Cominission Expires.

[~3] -5

L - p—— _L. "
LORIE LYNN JENKINS
Nolary Public
Ul s 5= Stote of Minnasota
”’q‘ﬁ' My Commission Explres
h Jahuary 31, 2015

13




STATEOF Lllineis
) SS
COUNTY OF_C.ook )

AFFIDAVIT OF Brian Buckenan

I, Brian Bvc-’\'maq do hereby cerlily, swear, and declarc that T am competent lo
testify and give this affidavit bascd upon my personal knowledge, and that the foliowing facis me

truc o be best ol my knowledge information and belief:

1. I work [or Wisconsin Central Limited (“WCL") as Hnn:m-—ﬂekﬂfhﬂf"'h\f"“'

WCL 1s a common carricr by rail which owns or operates approximately 2400 roule miles of ral
line in the states of lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minncsota and Wisconsin. WCL is a wholly-

owned indirect subsidiary of Canadian National Railway Company.
;“'hndl ey

'zv k oo Sl A = “"".':M#h
2. I have worked zuiM"_ Sl§‘-e M P;Ji.‘\"l\‘t

anljtf‘- e ..; i e e

3 :f;m'z ;‘_. es, [ have knowlcd‘gc,.q? WCL’&-opcm _.g_g":ijgmzimg the

tracks we operale over and the shipments that traverse thosc lines.

4, From October 2004 (o December 1, 2012, Progressive Rail Inc.
(“Progressive™) leased a portion of track from the WCL on WCL’s Barion subdivision localcd in
Barron, Counly, Wisconsin. The portion of track Progressive leased from WCL included track
located between mileposts 55.2 and 56.0.

5. To the best of my knowledge, [rom Deccmber 2, 2012, when WCL
regained sole control of the Line, to the present date, therc has been no traffic or shipments over
the portion of the Barron subdivision between mileposts 55.2 and 56 0 in Rice Lake, Barron

County, Wisconsin.

14
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Purther Affiant Saycth Not.

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to
beforc me this ¥ day of 2@4, A 2002
Notary Public /

My Commission Expures:

ZZ

' OFFICI .
PATRICIAA. ZIEEﬂnliusm

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS 4
MyExpflu 25.“ _ y -

15




EXHIBIT E

VERIFICATION 235195
State of [llinois ) ————
) 5S.
County of Cook )
Manager -

' Metwer
lr-":""":‘l'\ Bugl\qnun , being duly sworn, deposcs and says that he 1s the Stmfeyies for Wisconsin

Central Ltd , that he has rcad the lorcgoing Petition for Exempuon and knows the facts asserted

(13... (A4

therein, and that the same are true as siated.

SUBSCRIBED AN‘D SWORN TO
before me this _{O" day
of Ditg,aen , 2013

Vowiss b. br

Notay Public
My Commussion cxpires:

Mo'ﬂmREBECCI!« S BOTT
Y PUBLIC - STATE OF 1L
MY COMaSSICN wm&sosgms

AMAAAAAARAAALS

16
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
IN BARRON COUNTY, WI

ENVIRONMENTAL/IISTORIC REPORT

Wisconsin Central I.td. ("WCL") submits this Environmenial/I[lisloric Report in
compliance with the reporting requircments of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. Supporting
correspondence is attached It is the conclusion of this Report that the proposed abandonment, il
implemented, will not significantly affect cither the quality of the human environment or the

conscrvation of encrgy rcsouices.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R.

1. I’roposed Action and Alternatives. WCL seeks to abandon a line of

railroad, refeired Lo herein as the "Line," extending from mulepost 56.0 and ending at milcpost
552 in Ricc Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, a distancc of approximately 80 miles. A map
showing the location of the Linc is attached heieto as Exhibit A. The track north of milcpost
56.0 was an unregulated line that 1s no longer in usc, and the track on the unregulated linc has
been removed.

WCL belicves that there have been no rail shipments of any kind on the Line in

the lasl two years, and no reasonable possibilily for the development ol new rail traffic exists.'

' From October, 2004 (o December 2012, WCI. leased (0 Progressive Rail a portion of

WCI.’s Barron Subdivision that included the line of railroad track between mileposts 55.2 and
56 0 that WCI. now sccks to abandon. WCL docs not belicve that Progressive Rail provided rail

17
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The railbed and subgrade of the Linc will remain in place and not be disturbed but the tracks,
ues, and other track mateiial will be salvaged. Subsequent to abandonmeni, several grade
crossings located on the Line will be (ully removed from the inteistate netwoik. There are no
bridges located along the Line and the State Ilistoric Preservation Office within the Wisconsin
Histolical Society ("SHPO") has indicated that no historic structures will be aflecied by
abandonment of the Line.

Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources has expressed interest in using the
abandoned corridor for trail purposes and WCL is woiking with the agency to devclop hat
possibility.

WCI. has contacted and requested comments from the Baiton County Board of
Supervisors as well as the Rice Lake Mayor. See correspondence atiached herein as Appendix
B. WCL has received no comments to dale,

2. Transportation System. WCL does not anticipate that existing regional or
local transportation systems or paticins will be affecied by the pioposed abandonment No rail
service is currently provided on the Line Thus, no traffic will be diverte to other transporiation
sysiems or modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. There is no overhead traffic on the
Line, and no passcnger trains arc operaied over the Line. WCL does not anticipate that existing
regional or local transportation systems or patierns will be adversely allected by the proposed
abandonment since WCL belicves hat there has been no service over the Line for al least the last
two years. See Footnote 1.

WCL has contacled and requested comments {from the Wisconsin Department of

Transporiation Wisconsin Department of Transportation has responded to WCL’s letter, Sce

service over the Line during the time that Progressive Rail leased that portion of railroad track
from WCL.
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correspondence attached herelo as Appendix C  WCI. will comply with all applicable rules and
regulations when performing the abandonment and related activitics and will employ good
engineeling practices WCL will work with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources [or
the possibility of developing the abandoned corridor for trail purposcs.

3. Land Use.

) WCL does not [oresee any inconsistency wilh regional and/or local
land usc plans, but has contacted and requesied comments from the NOAA/National Geodelic
Survey. The National Geodetic Survey has commented that no geodelic swvey marks are
located on the Line. Sce correspondence atiached hercin as Appendix D.

(i)  WCL belicves that the proposed abandonment of the Line will not
affect any prime or unique agiicultural land. WCL has coniacicd and requesied comments {rom
the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department of Agriculture. Sce
correspondence atlached herein as Appendix . WCL has reccived no comments to date.

(iii)  This wrack docs not appear to be within a designated Coastal Zone
Munagement Arca and, accordingly, the proposed abandonment will not affect any land or water
uses in such an arca or result in any coastal impacts. WCL has contacted the Office of Waler at
the U S. Environmental Protection Agency to determine whether the proposed abandonment 1s
consistenl with applicable federal, state and local water quality standards. The U.S.
Lnvironmental Protection Agency responded and referred the matter to its Region 5 office in
Chicago, [llinois. Sec correspondence attached herclo as Appendix F. WCL also scparately
conlacted the U.S Environmental Protectlion Agency’s Region 5 Office. Sce Appendix F. WCL
has received no comments to date from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 5

Office The rail and other salvageable materials will be removed {rom the Linc subscquent to

19
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abandonment. WCL will [oliow all rules and regulations for the removal of such matcrials. The
railbed will remain in place, and no re-grading will be done

(iv)  The right-of~way of thc Line is suitable for an alternative public
use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 as a trail The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has
cxpressed interest in using the abandoned cornidor for usc as a trail and WCL 1s cxploring that as
a possibility

4, Energy.

()] The proposed abandonment will not have any clfect on the
transportation of ¢nergy resources No cnergy resource commoditics move on the Line, and
WCL foresces litile or no possibilily that such on-line trafTic would devclop in the future.

(1)  The movement and/or recovery of recyclable commoditics will not
be adverscly affected by this abandonment. No recyclable commodilies move over the Line, and
WCL foresees little possibility that any on-line recyclable commodity traffic would develop in
the luture

(iti) Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy cfliciency. There 1s no freight traffic on the Line, and thus, there will be no changes in
existing transporlation patlerns or encrgy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment.

(v}  Not applicable. Abandenment oi: the Line will not cause the
diversion ol more than 1,000 rail carloads per ycar or an average of 50 1ail carloads per mile per
yecar lo motor carricrs.

5. Air.
(i) Not applicable. Abandonment will not 1esult in (A) a minimum

increase in rail tralfic of 100% o1 eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increasc

20
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in rail yard activity of at Icast 100%, or {C) an average increase in truck traffic of mere than 10%
of the average daily trafTic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment.

(ii)  Not applicuble. Barron County is not a class I or nonaltainment
arca under the Clean Air Acl. In any event, abandonment of the Line will not resull m tralTic
increases which exceed the thresholds specified in 49 C.F R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(u)(A), (B) or (C).

(iii) Not applicable. No ozone depleting matcrials are lransported over
the Line, and no such shipments would be diverted as a resull of this abandonment

WCL has contacted and requested comments [rom the Wisconsin Depariment of
Natural Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Sec correspondence attached
hercto as Appendices G and F.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources respended. Sce
Appendix G. WCL will contact all appropriate agencics as nccessary and comply with all
applicable regulations in ils abandonment of the Tine. WCL has reccived no responses from the
U.S. Environmental Protcction Agency offices.

6. Noise. Not applicable. As indicated above, none of the thresholds
identified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c)(5)(i) will be excceded as a result of the abandonment.

7 Safety

0] The proposed aclion will have no adverse eflect upon public health
or safcly. All salvage activities will comply with ali applicablec rules and regulations.

(ii)  Not applicable. No hazardous matcrials aic transpoited on the
Linc, and in any event no such shipments would be diveried as a result of abandonment.
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment will have no cffect on the transpoitation of hazardous

materials.
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@(iii)  There arc no known hazardous waste sitcs or sites where there

have been known hazardous material spills on the right-o[~way ol the Line.
8. Biological Resources

() The Line is located in a generally residential aica in Rice Lake,
Wisconsin, After abandonment the track, tics and other track matcrial will be salvaged and the
railbed will remain in place  There is a potential for the abandoned corridor to be used for trail
purposcs  WCL thus does not belicve that any critical habital will be destroyed, alicred or
affected as a result of the proposed abandonment, or that any endangered or threatencd species
are present in the arca or would be adversely aflected. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has
been contacted, and WCL has recetved no comments to date. See correspondence atlached as
Appendix H. WCL also has requested comments from the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has responded indicated thal no
critical habitat arcas arc known {o exist in the vicinity of the proposcd abandonment. Sce
cowrespondence aitached as Appendix G

(ii) The Linc does not pass through or adjaceni to any wildhife
sancluaries or refuges or any national or slatc parks or foresls and, accordingly, none will be
adversely aflected. WCL has contacted and requesied comments from the National Park
Service, as set lorth in Appendix 1. WCL has received no comments from the I;Tnhonal Park
Service to date

9. Water. Any water quality cfTects of the proposed abandonment should be

minimal, as the Line docs not cross any bodics of water and the Linc is not within a Coastal
Zonc. WCL does not anticipate discharge of any materials nto navigable waters that would

requirc permits under Sections 402 and 404 of the Clean Waler Act. To WCL's knowledge,
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there arc no wetlands located in or along the right-ol-way of the Line, and WCL is unawarc of
any 100-ycar {lood plains that would be alTected by abandonment

The U.S. Army Corps ol Engineers hus been contacted and has responded. Scc
correspondence attached hercto as Appendix J. WCL has reccived no further comments from the
U.S Army Corps ol Engineeis, including from Mi. Seemon of the Saint Paul Regulatory Olfice.
The U §. Fish & Wildlile Service has also becn contacted and, to dale, has not responded. Sce
correspondence atlached as Appendix H. Information on the proposed abandonment also has
been provided to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Wisconsin Deparument off
Natuial Resources. Sce correspondence attached as Appendices F and G, respectively. The U.S.
Environmental Prolection Agency did respond. See Appendix F. The Wisconsin Department off
Natural Resources did respond. Sce Appendix G. It is not anticipated that permits under Scction

402 and 404 of the clcan Watcr Act will be necessary.

HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d

L. Map. A map of the Ling is auached hereto as Appendix A,

2 Description of Line. The line to be abandoned begins at milepost 56 0 and
cnding at milepost 55.2 in Rice Luke, Barron County, Wisconsin, a distance of approximately
.80 miles The area around the Line is a (lat and generally residential with industrial areas 1o the
west. The width of the right-of-way is largely 100 feet, with some areas being 50 fect and other
arcas approximately 177 fect.

3. Photographs Not applicable. There are no buildings, bridges or other
structurcs on the Line which are [illy ycars old or older.

4. Information on Structures Not applicable There arc no buildings,

bridges or other structures on the Linc which are filty years old or older.
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5 History of Operations. The Linc was previously used for general freight

iraffic. WCL bclicves that there have been no rail shipments of any kind on the Line in the last
1wo ycars, and no rcasonable possibilily for the development of new rail trafTic exists.

6. Engincering Documents. WCL providc copics of any documents in 1ts
possession upon request.

7. Histoue Crterin.  WCI, has contacted and requested comments from the
State Historic Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Hislorical Society ("SHPO"). See
correspondence attached as Appendix K. The SHPO has indicated that no historic propertics
will be aflTected by the abandonment. See correspondence attached as Appendix K.

8 Ground Disturbances WCI. has reporied there arc no archaeological

1esources in the arca. Access to the line is generally good.
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CERTIFICATIONS - 49 C.F.R § 1105.7(c

A certification that Lhe forcgoing Repoil has been served on cach ol the agencics
designated in 49 C.F.R. § 1105 7(b) and that WCI. has consulted with all appropriate agencies in
preparing this Report is altached hereto as Appendix L. A certification that, in accordance with
49 C.F R, § 1105.12, WCL has published notice of the proposed abandonment in a newspaper of

geneial circulation in the county through which the Linc passes is altached hereto as Appendix

M,




BEFORL THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO. 43X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --

235195

IN BARRON COUNTY, WI
APPENDICES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORICAL REPORT

Appendix
Map(s) showing LinC [0CHUON ..... et e+ crvcneas ot inaeteraes = A
Barron County Board of Supervisors and Rice Lake Mayor Notice Letiers .. . B
Wisconsin Depariment of ‘Iransportation Notice and Response Lellers.. e oo e C
NOAA/Nalional Geodetic Survey Notice and Response Lellers ...ccensmsmsmsnrecs w0 o sesenenssiiinin D.
Natural Resources Conscrvalion Service Notice Letter......oovi, Cee wen e e e s E
Office of Water-U.S. Environmenial Protection Ageney and Region 5 Notice Letters ... F
Wisconsin Deparument ol Natural Resources Notice and Response Letters...... .. e, G
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Notice Letter I
National Park Scrvice Notice Letter ............. i e seesssserssensnnns @ asssiassssessiens [
U.S. Army Corps of Iingineers Notice and Response Letters ... .« o cvcvcciiiiienes semmsnsnsssnsesnnnns J
Wiscousin Historical Society Notice and Responsc LEltels ......cccceceeee coisiinsniesionns weee v vanenne K
Certificatc of Compliance with 49 C.F.R. Part L105...iies ciiiiiiiciiinns r cvree + corcnenne L
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Thomas J. Healoy
Counsel - Ragulatory
17841 8. Ashland Avenuo
Homiewnod, 1L 60430 1338

www.cn.ca T - 708-332-4381
F - 70B-332-4384
lom.healay@cn.ca

June 19, 2013

Mr. Steve Harringlon, Mayor
Clty Hall

30 East £au Clalrs Slraol
Rice Lake, WI 54868

Re:  Dockot: AB-308 (Sub-No, £3X)
Proposed abandonment In Rica Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Harrdngton:

Wisconsln Cenlral Lid. (“WCL") ls planning lo file a proposed abandonmenl with the Surface
Transportallon Board ("STB") for approval lo abandon approximalsly O 80 miles of rallrord line starting at
MP 66.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin. For your convenlenca, wo have
atlached a map for your reference. WGL la advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us In
Identifylng any polantlal effacls of the proposed acllon on, ameng other ihings, the following:

Waler quality;

Dasignated watlands;

100-year-old flood plains;

Endangercd or threatened specles;
Cridcal habliats;

Wildllfe sanctuarios or rafuges;
National or staie parks or {oresis;
Coaatal zono managemont;

Soil and natural rascurce canservalion;
Agricultural land;

Raglonai and/or lacal use plans; and
Tha need for permils under Secllons 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act,

- Ll NSNS
!\,__.p....m.....

Bacause of the nalure of the proposed acllon, we [orasea no adversa effecis. Neverlhaless, we would
appreclate your revlew and any comments you may wish ta offer. We would appreciale a wrillen
response as sooh as possible so that we may include | inthe environmental report, which we wlli file with
the STB. We Intend on filing the Environmenial Report In four weeks.

Thank you for your assistanca,

Very twly yours,

T ]
Thomas J. Healey
Counsel {or Wisgonsin Central Lid.

Encl,

APPENDIX B
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1LLC

‘ATTORNEYS AT LAw

29 North Wacker Drive
Sulte 920 .
Chicago, lilinols §0606-2832

AuDRRY L. BrODRICK
{312} 252-1518
abrodrick@{letcher-slppel.com

235195

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Frx: (312) 252-2400

www.[letcher-sippel.com

August 13,2013

Mr. James Miller

Bavron County Board Chaiiperson
638 Nunn Avenuo

Rice Lake, Wisconsin 54868

Re:  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 43X)-Wisconsin Central Lid.-Pioposed Abandonment
in Bawvon County, Wisconsin

Dem Mr. Milles:

" Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to file & proposcd abandonment with the
Swfaco lmnspmmuon Board (“STR™) for approvnl lo nbandlon apmoximately 0.80 miles of 1ailiond line
slaiting at MP 56 0 and ending at MI' 55.2 in Ricc Lake, Bairon County, Wisconsin. For yow
convenieice, wo have attached a map for yowm reference. WCL is advising you of the pioposed aclion so
you may assist us in identifying any polential effects of the proposcd action on, among other things, tho

following:

Watcr quality;

Designated wellands;

100-year old flood plains;

Budangered or (hreatened species,
Critical habilals;

Wildlife sanctuaites or refuges;
National or state parks or forests;
Constal zone manzgement;

Soil and natural 1esource conscrvations;
I0 Aguicuitural land;

11. Regional and/or local use plans; and

12, The need or permils uncler Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

BoeNAMAELND -~

Beenuse of the natme Gf tho proposed action, we foresee no adverso -effects.
Nevei lheless, wo would appreciate yow review and any commenls you inay wish to offer. We would
apprecinfe o wrilten 1esponsc as soon ag possible so (hat we may include it in the environmental repol,
which we will filo with the STB. We intend on filing the Environmenial Report in Lwo weeks

"Thank you (or your assistance

Very {ruly yows,
_/.& by q] L '\g\’)ﬁbiﬂ (P
Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Cential Lid,
ALB:dg
Enclosuro
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Thomas 4. Hoaloy
Counsel - Rogulatory
17641 S Ashland Avanuo
Homewood, IL 80430-1330

www.cn ca T-708 332 4301
F - 708-332-4301
fom healay@cn.ca

Juna 19, 2013

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
H Farms Stale Transportalion Building
4802 Sheboygan Ave,

PO Box 7010

Madlson, Wi 53707-79610

Re:  Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No, 43X}
Proposed abandonment In Rice Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin

Dear Sir or Madam.

Wisconsin Central Lid. ("WCL") is planning lo lile a proposed abandohment with lhe Surface
Transporiation Board {*STB") for approvel to abandon approximately 0.80 miles of rallroad line alarting at
MP 56.0 end ending at MP 55.2 In Rick Laka, Barron Counly, Wisconsin. For your convaplence, wo have
attached a'map lor your relerenco. WCL Is advising you of the propesed aclion 8o you may assist us in
ldenllfying any potentlal affects of the proposed actlon on, amang alher things, the following:

Water quallty;

Deslgnated wallands;

100-year-old llood plains;

Endangered or ihreatensed spacles;
Crillcal habllals;

Wildlife sancluarios or reluges;
Natlonal or stata parks or foresls;
Coasta} zone management;

Soll and nalural resource conservalion;
Agricullural Innd:

Reglonal andfor local use plans; and
Tha need lor parmita under Seclions 402 or 404 of the Clean Watar Act.

QENDERABN

-t el =l
Mo

Bacausa of the nature of the proposed actlon, we laresss no adverso elfects. Neverlheless, wa would
appreciate your review end any commenis you may wish to offer. Wo would appreciate a wiillen
responsse &s oon as possible ga that wa may Includa It in Lthe envircnmental reporl, which we will fila with
the STB. Wa intend on flling the Environmental Repott in lour wealts.

Thenk you for your asalslance.

Thomas J. Hlealay
Counsel for Wisconsin Centrat Ltd.

Encl.

APPENDIX C
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Wisconsin Department of Transportation

v dat wisconsin yov

Scoit Walker Mark Gollliob, P.E Offico of Gongral Counsel
Governor Secrolary 4802 Shaboygen Ave, Rm 1140
P.0. Rox 7010
Madlson, W! 63707-7910
August 28, 2013
Tolaphone; 008.280 8810

FAX GOD-2687-6734
E-mall ogc.oxec@dot vi.gov

Thomas Healey

Counsel —~ Regulatory
17641 S. Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1339

Ro: Wisconsin Gentral Lid. Proposed Abandonment in Barron County,
Wisconsin

Dear M1, Healey:

This lelter Is & response to your lelter dated June 19, 2013, neiifying the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation about proposed abandonment Docket No. AB 303 (Sub.
No. 43X). Atyour request, the Docicet was reviewed for potential sffecls of the proposed
abandonment of approximately 0.8 miles of rallroad line, starting at MP 55.2 and ending
at MP §8.0, In tho City of Rice Lalee, Barron County, Wisconein. Dolow are WisDOT's

findings and 1ecommendations:

As a multimodal agency, WisDOT would encourage the preservation of this transportalion
conidor consistent with existing land use plans and essential for efficient use of natural
resources for future transpoilation heads if the line Is abandoned. If the proposed seclion
of line is abandoned, there is interest for {rail use.,

If the line Is abandoned, Wisconsin Central Ltd. must comply with the WsDOT
Abandonod Rallroad Line Salvage and Clean-up Policy/Slandards/Procedures when
performing abandenment and related aclivities. Please see Aitachment 1 for a copy of
this document. Additionally, surveying benchmarks, monumentation and mapping
Information for the segment need to be protected.

Upon abandonment, the railroad must remove any rall, tles and ballast at the crossings of
the state highways. Tho rallroad is required to obtain a permit from the WisDOT Regional
Maintenance section to woil on highway right-of-way. The rallroad will be responsible for
traffic management during abandonment activities. The roadway shall be restored in like
kind. Befoie crossings are iemoved across other streets and roadways, the railroad must
contact the mainlaining autharity to coordinate work with them.
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Please see Altachment 2 for a summary of other WisDOT identified potential
environmental effects of the proposed action

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

JpTn o bbrecrp
Kathleen Chung
Attorney

pc:  Frank Huntington
Bridget Brown
Anna Davey
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Attachment 1

RIGRIA TR
FREEE BODDE, DIULLE 0K O3B 12V TLROADS AND ILARRURS

Wiscousin Department of ransportation
Abandoned Railroad Line Salvage
and Clean-up Policy

PART ONE - GENERAI,

SECTION L - PURPOSE AMD OBJECTIVE

Thase procedures are for use by the Wisconsin Depattment of Transportation (WisDO I')
and lueal roadway anthonties i working with radroads owning rail lines which have
been authonzed lor abandonment or service discontimmtion  These proceduies are
intended 1o accamplish the following:

§. Guide the preparation and development ol sile specilie pe faomance giandands
o beused in the snlvage and wlean-up af abandoned aileoad lines

2. Provide a process lor railreads to consull with WisDO [ during the preparation
of a salvage/clean-up plan lor a specitic rail line, and the cstablishiment ol a hme schedule
Tor accomplishment and administration of the specific salvage/clean-up plan.

J. Ditect the coardinition of site reviews and inspections 1a facilitite the
implementation of the salvage/clean-up operation and roadway/shicet/highway
resturalion, connnencing with the pre-planning development stape through 1o post
sulvagie/clean-up review.

J. Specily the teims lor the 1ssuance of written department documentation
upproving the salvage/clean-up plan and the linal post-project ncceptance

SECTION (I - BACKGROUND

Sinwe the Inte 1970°s more than 3000 miles of ralcomd Tineg have heen abandoned n
Wisconsin amd the iracks removed. [t is not unusual to find areas on these former rml

Januzry |, 1998 |
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lines where waterial relating w the ralroad has Been leil im-place  Mast often thns
uraterial vonsises of ratliond ties, culverts, and bridige prers. pulings and abutiments.

Lxpenence has shown s withont an agreed upan plan for salvage and «lean-up, guite
allen the work does not meet the expeclations ol WisDO T faeal nltivnls amd the genes o
pubhe with wegneds 16 the proper methud ol clean-up aml disposal ol debns aind ihe

thactuded materials

Likewise, puor quality, m both the workmanship imd in the mateiials usedd mestoation
al' strcls and roadways, hns been experienead much 1on ollen,

The Tailure e properly comove debris winch is often lett behind on these lormer il lines
alter itens af value hive been removed eantributes o a patential for environmental
damage amt hazauds to salety aml the general welfie of the publie, Eilorts o have these
delicieneies enrrccted al a lnter lime often resolt in subsiantind eosie being passed w the

puhlic seclor.

PARYT TWO . CRITERIA, STANDARDS AND SCHEDULE

SECTION 1 - PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR SALVAGE AND
CLEAN-UL OPERATIONS

‘Lhe 1ollowing standards ore 1 be applied tu each abaudoned vl Iine thraughoul its entire
length unless aliernative standanls are agreed to in writing by WisDO 1 i the raihoad

tor specilic siles

1. All rait, spikes, tie plntes, joint bars, nnchows and other menal track mateaial
shall be wemoved (rom the conidor. In cases of snle track either owned by an industiy o
where the ownership ol the iack is uncleor, the 1ailroad shall contact the mdushy and
work out an agreeable arrangement for the remwoval of all matenals

2. All tses shall be iemoved fiom the cotudar, Tus includes tics wiieh luve been
previously reaioved frosn use i e track and discarded alongsude ol (he nack zone

A Al track material (e, ties, other track materials and ballast) shal! be removed
liom the tull widih of every roud/stireet/lngliwvay 1ight ol way. 1 he coadeny shall be
resiored Lhiough the forier crossing zone tor such disinnee as necessmy on cach
approach to the erossing zone that the restored portion of the rondway meets design
stelards npproprate to the type of roadway beings resiored, The traveled roadway
surlace shall be restorad to the same standards of design, matertat aml workmanship a3
axists on the adjacent roadway surlace, subgrade, drainige and slope. This restotation

Junudry 1, 1998 2

37




e LRIy

shull also melude the additon or reptacement of sidewalk, cueh al gutter 1[ present on
the approaching romdway. .

£ Al rnlroad waining devices {{lashing lights, advance wanmg signs, cioss-arm
tates, rross-hueks, eted shall be reraoved, incfuding posts, nntings faumdations and
welated electrival cquipment assocnted with any warning device,

3. Brurtges not associaled with waler

4, All cnlrond bridges oves rondwaye shall be iemoved, meluding
toutings, foundanons, backwalls, abutments.

b, If & roitway bridge over the rmilrond 13 owned and maintained by (he
alroad, it shall be removed as per 5a inless the romd authostly laving peisdietion lor the
1oadvay agrees in witing to accepl ownership nnd maintenanee ol the strcture,

e, IMu ondway hridpe over i rutdroad is owned by the railrond and
muintained by the 1oachwny muhonty, it shall be removerd a8 per Sa at the joint expense of
the cailrond and roadway authorily unless the roadway authorily agiees lo aceepl
ownaship of the structure.

il. Unless refuted by documentary evidence to the contrary, bridges
urdered installed by a public regulatory body m railroad expense, but wheio the
mamtenance of the structure i unclenr yet the stnicture has been ingluded by the rombway
Juthority i ns mileage caleatations fos receipt of stute rond maintenance aids, shall be
removed at the expense of the roadway authority unless the roadway authonty aecepts m
wriling ownership ol the struenne,

In cases where ownership is undocumented, acceplance of siate rond mantennnce aids by
the roadway authority, which inclaled the bridge and the appioaches o the imleage ands
calculations, shall be defacto evidence ol the roadway authorigy’s ownership of the

shucture.

6. All bridges over water shall be removed to U level of the stream bed or luke
floot. bhis removal shall include all Matings, foumdations, hackwalls, abutments wnd

prers.

1. All buildings and other structures shall be temoved from the railroad propeity,
ineluding lootings, foundations, retaining walls and piers.

8. Al telegraph or sipgnal communications poles aml waro shall be rentoveed from
the couridos. Poles may be cut Hush with the ground

Janwary 1, 1998 }
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0. All waste products mnd debrs From the salvage and clean-op aetivities, miiches
sl as piveas o conerete, asphili, woor, sire, glass amd the Bhe shal] be removed Gom
the wonidor

L A natfic control methodology shall he devetuped toy the conteol and duection
ol velieular 1ailice ar each rslvay crossing restoration site

11 Al eanth cots amd areas where the soil has heen distiubed 1 the remaval ol
brudge components shall be cavered wath 1psoil aml seeded with kath a quick growing
annual, and u perenmial vegetation, lo mevent erosion. Back slopes shall he ¢t at an
angle no geeater than 20:1 1o prevent erosivn, In addition to e covenng with wpsol and
seeding, \he corly re-cstablishment of vegetation on the arcas denuded by the
salvage/clean-up operation may requirg ane or more of the followimg methods 1o« oatrol
sedlimentation and crosion

a., 5L fenciap

h. polycthylene shecting

c. sedimentalion basing

i, erosion bales and mulching

SECTHON ([ - SCHEDULING THE SALYAGE AND CLEAN-UP

e raibioad abndomvnt salvage st clean-up wark maty be divaded mto theee
coalepories [he fiestis (he planning wnl destgn lunction 71 he secoml is the
implemeniation activities. The thard s (he approval mul close-oul role.

L. The development of a raitrond abandonment salvage and clean-up plan,
meluding the preparation ol the “railroad ubandonmant sulvege ane clean-1q) disposinon
Sform ", may begm any time afler the abandonment or service discontinuation authorty
has been granted by n regulntory or judicial hody having ywisdiction for such action. In
ciicumstances where such authonty is not cequited by either a cegulntory o judicial body,
development of the 1ailroad abandonment snlvage and clean-up plan may begin ot the
1equest of the milromd  “The eailroad shall povide WisDOT with the necessury evidence
thut pnoper authutity W abrndon the 10il line or discontinue service has been rneceived, or
that such authority is not reyuired, wluchever is approprinte.,

2. Neither the removal of improved property (irack and stuetitres) nor the sale of
cither persoualty or realty may commence unti! WisDOT has deciared that there is no
state interest in aequiring any of the property and has issued m 1ecordable forna wallen
relense document ol the state’s Liest 1ight ol acyuisition to e abandoned raileoad

pLopeay.

Fanuary 1, 1198 i
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WisDNO1 15 not obligated wo make 2 determination of the state’s inteiest m abumdonel
railioml propeity, nor 1ssue a refense stiement, unless the abamlumng losd o other
clipible entities [He o qunlificd request i venting lor such relense  (See s §5.0000), Wis

Stls,,)

3. The agreedl upon salvage and clean-up plan may be attered oc madilicd by
mutnal wnllen agreement Lo handle unforeseen circumstances such as cxireme weather
condilions which could atlect the implementation o1 operation uclivities ol the
salvage and vlean-up wark

PARYL THREL, - IMPLEMENTATON

SECTION I - PLANMING AND DESIGN

A, ROLE COORDINATION

“Fhre groups have o major role in the salvage/clenn-up of sy abandonel ralroad fime, the
railioad abandomng te el line, the Wiseonsin Depaitment of Tianspoutation and the
foenl road smhorines,

The salvage of the wail hines is usually performed by a imlividual/eornpany nader comraet
with the owning wailioad. This cuntiacton ufien subiconteacts with others wo peiform

spectiic portions of the salvage and clean-up work. 1t is the responsibihity of the tulrumit
to conteact tor sind monilor ils agents, cuntractors amd assigns, lo ascedain that the
stimdards of pesformance sat forth in these guidelines vr as agred 1o in writing between
the parties in the specitic snlvage/clean-up plan, are adhered to, and fullilled

The 1ole of each gionp is as lollows:
(. The railroad nml its agents, confruciers axd asgigns, shull:

4, Pazticipate in an on-sike inspection of the abandoned ruilroad propeny nx
areanged by WisDO'1 for the purpose of developing a site specific salvage and clean-up
plita, mehuling bul nut limuer to, the scope of work and apecificalions,

In. Provide map{s) of the nbamoned propetty which ndeyualely locate th
railroarl property, rdway erossings, bridges, buildings, etc., by refirunce points,
identification numbers or othee fmiling methocls of tlentiliention

o Parucipate in the prepouation of the “rarroued ubcasdamment salveage aned
elean-up disposition fors” with WisDOT and the local roadway authority, This foim
will set forth the project method, process, work scope and project timing ns agreed W by
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the vanions pties in the satvage and clean-up of the mdividual elenients of the
abamloned railinad property

d. Monilor the work of its agents, comractons and assiyns to assure all
weik i necumplished aecarding Le the standurds ugreed to and delineatad in the sulvage

and clean-up plan,

¢. Consect any defect or deliciency m the waik performed by ity agents,
contractors amd assigns when notilied of a detect or deficiency in wisting by either
WisDO'L on the local 1oadway authorily, and upon completion of the eonective netion
reqquired, shall request in wriling Itom The appropriate paty an ackavwledgmens that the
tnnective aclion was satisfactorily peclormed

F. Notily WisDOT in wting when the salvape and clean-up projeet is
comnpleted.

2. The Wisconsin Depintment ol Tiansporiation and its agents shall

a. Upon its own mitiative o1 upon writlen equest liom a rathoad, wrange
a meeling of the altected local road awthonlies, the railroad and approprinte units of
WisDOT" stall’ to conduct the on-site inspection of the abancloned riload propeity fn
the puipose of establishing the project method , pocess, work scope, project timing and
any special comlitions, tagether with prepaning the “railrowd abandowment salvage amd

clean-up dispusition form”,

h. IT authorized in writing, represent the mterests of local road authuritics.

¢, Conduct progress inspeetions ol the iemovol, clean-up and restoration
wank activilics '

d. Provide wnilten notice to the cailrond, its agents, conteuctors and assigns
ol defeetive and delicient work, und shall provide timely written acknowledgment 1o the
railroad, et al, when the corrective action has been satisfactorily pertommel.

¢. Provide wrilten notifiention to the railrond, et al, il the work is
aceeptable upon the completion of the railroad abandonment salvage and clean-up

project.

I. Provide the rmihead, et al., with written notification delivered by
certitied mal, if the final work for completion of the rulvoud abandunment salvage and

clean-up project is unacveptable. The notifieation that the linal project is unnceeptnble
shall contain a cewmiled list of all defective and delicient work remaigimg, A copy of this
notficauon shull be forwarded to WisDOT"s Olfice of General Counsel.

Jannary 1, 1993 b
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S The focal roadway authontres, their agents and assigns, shall hive sole
Jurisdiction aver mintess peitaining to salvage and elean-up of madway coossigs inder
ns fuiscliction, unless such anthority hos been delegated in wining o WishO ' (he

tocal roadveay aullority shall;

2 Disess wath a WisDOT representative, prive to on-sile mspections off
the abamdoned salvage and elean-up operntion, the specilivations for restorton work o
vehieuln tiattic contral desiced by the coadway autherity

h. Deternune 1f i will delepate its autharity cegarding the restomtion work
vn Hhe solvage and elean-up operations 1o WisDOT,

¢ 1T ithonty regarding the restoration work on the salvage and elean-up
aperations s pol delegated 10 WisDQT, meet with the cmlroad, 118 agents, condricioes amd
assigns, and with WisDOT at each roadwny crossing under its junisdwton lo prepare the
praject methwd, process, work scope, timing ond special conditions, togather with
preparig the “raidioad abandonment sulvage and cluan-up disposition form™

il Atals option, conduct progress inspections of the rzmoval, elean-up and
testoration work.,

¢, Provide waitten nolice (o the railioad, il agenis, coniracions and assigns
of defective i deficient work, and shall provide umely writlen acknowledgiment 1o the
tnilioad, et al, wihien the correetive aetion has been satigfictorily pedformed

I. Provide wiilten notification to the vulicad, et al, iF he woik 13
deceptable upon the completion of the mitroad abaadonment salvage aml clenn-up

project.

g. Provide the rmtromd, e al, with written noliticatron dehvered by
certitied mail, il the linal work tor completion of the railroad abmulonment salvage aml

clean-up praject 18 imaceeptadle The notilication that the tinaf project 18 tnacceptable
shall contan n detailed list of all defective and delicient work remining. A copy of 1his

notification should be forwarder to'the local sondway nuthority’s legal counsel.

B. SALE OF PROPERTY BY RAILROAD
AFTER ABANDONMENT

Betore elean-up and removat of irack can commence, raileoads shalt inform WisDOT of
any property it proposes (o sell to others. “No peison owning abandoned mil property,
igchuding any person o whom ovnership rever(s upon nbandoament, may convey ar
dispose of any abanduned rail property withoui first obiaining a writien release fiom the
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deparhoent of iaspuoation ixdicatuyg that the Tist right of aceuesition under dus

such refease is vid” {~ 83 09, stats )(Emphasis Achdl),

A aiteoad may nnly sell ite abandanal puoapenty allen réeaiving o silten 1 lenae stucment
i recardable Lorm from WisDOT of the sinie’s first right alaequisiion  The vilioad
shall have the relense st.aiement ieennded within 90 days by segrster of deszds fur each
vounty in which 1he tail property s located 1 sholl be e responsibility of tie inbvidizl
or citity that acquires the abandoned railroid property 10 contoim with focal, state and
tederal laws, ordinimees, tules and repulations,

Rathond propeily which s not abandoned and which is being conveyed 1 uthers for
continuing raitroad purposes may be canveyed without any 1elease document lrom
WisDOT.

C. SALVAGE AND CLEAN-UP PLAN
DEVELOPMENT

1. Atthe request of g railroad or upon ils own mitiative, WisDOT shali in
accordnnce with Part Three - Section [ {A) Role Coordmanian, airange for an va-sie
mspection of the abamdoned rl line for the purpose of determining the scope ol work
and materinls nnd performance siandands for the work which will canstitute the sabvage
and clean-up of the abandoned rail Iime.

2. The on-site mspection shall by vomducted by the gronps set forth in Pt Three -
Seenou | {(A) 1,2, mud 3.

3. The groups idemtilied in Paal Three - Section 1 (A) 1, 2, and 3 shall identely
the pian the petson or persons (logother with addresses and tefephone numbess) who will
be the official representative tor the plan and any subsequent notfieations relating o the

fame

4. ‘L he tepresentntives of the respective group shall on the basis of the site
inspection develop un agread upon general statement of woik for the salvape and clean-up
plan and lor specitic aclivihes for inclusion in the “rail oad abundonment salvaga il

clean-up divposition form™ which includes the follvwing: .
2 ¢ it

a. Removal of trick materials frem roadway crossings,

h. Restoratlon of roadwaty vrossmys;

¢. Removal of bridges (il npplicable),

d. Removal of eulverts (1t applicable),

¢, Removal of track material iom remainder of wilrond condon;

famay 1, 199% 8
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f. Disposinon of signal i 1ailvoad warning devices,

g. Removal of buitthngs and other siructores;

h. Removal of telegeaph or signal communieation facilities,

i. Removal ol all oiher waste or debiy on the ailiond conudor

i 1ratTic eontiol methwdolopy developek tar cantrof at vach eragsiny,

#. LErasian wontrol steps for appopriate sits:

L The ume schedule for secomplishing the salvaye and ¢lean-up nperation;
ik Any specitic envitonmental challenges md considerstions.

n. Fiist right reteases as appropriate.

8. Aseparte “randi owd abandonment sulvage wnl clean-up disposition form™
shill be completed b each romlway crossing mnd signed by repesentatives fram the
railroad, local rondway authonty as appioprinte, amd WisDOT WisDOT will prepare (he
subject lorm oo all state nnd federal highways, and il cequested, will assist the Joeal
1oatdway aathorities with the preparation ot the subjeet forms [ roadway ciossiug within
the apprapriate local roadway juisdictions.

6. "L he ritrord shall provide plat(s), map(s), wack chaii(s} or other appropzinie
ducumentiation, which ndequately locates the various components set foitl in Parl "1 hree-
Secrion | (C) above  Such documentation shall become a part of the salvie and clean-np

plan,

SECTION I - IMPLEMENTATION

A. PLAN APPROVAL, MODIFICATION
AND NOTICES

1. Upan completion of the plan and the appropriate " alh oued abendonment
salvage and clean-up dispovition forms ™, logether with the plats, maps and viher
documents useid w acewately locate the various camponents and specihic sites ou the
projeet, WisDOT will execulte a letter of npproval of the salvage and clean-up plan, (This
lcuter of approval will nat cover local 10adway ifems unless the tocal raadway authority(s)

has delegated 1ts suthority 10 WisDOT or hes netificd WisDOT in witing o ils appioval
ol thusu itzms mpder is junsdietion ) WIisDOT wall deliver n cupy of this approval lener,

together with n copy of the plan, forins and plats/maps to the canlroud nnd the toenl
roaway authonties as approprinte.

2. No e or provision of the final approved salvage and clean-up plan, meluding
atinched documents, may be changed, whived, dischneged or terminated orally, but
require a wrilten ketter from WisDOT. Consents and apprownls required, and
mterpretations of the plan may be made or granted by letter, or hy an exchange ol letlers
between the paues,

January 1, 1998 9
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3. Aay notice requirerd or permitted relating 1o the appioved salvage nnd elean-up
plan shall he mailed by cenitied United States Muil, setunn reeeipt requestend, postag:
prepaid, 1o tlwe person or persens at addresaes as mdieatad m e pla,

B. WORK PERFORMANCE AND PROGRESS
MONITORING

I. The rilroad may commence the aperational phase of ilhe salvage and clean-up
ol the nhandoned il line upon teceipt iom WisDOT (nnd local 1oadway authoriy(s) as

upproptiate) of the appraved plon,

2. WisDOT (nind local 1oadway authority(s) as appropnale) may comlugt propress
mspections during the salvage and clean-up aperation I as o result of an inspection, a
delect or deliviency i workmanship or material is discovered , wniten potice shadl be
givent by WisDO'l (or focal rondway authority) to the imliomd o coneet the siluution,

3. When the defeet or deliciency has been remedied, the railrond shinll notify
WisDOT (and local roadway authority if applicable) i writing that the corrective aclion
Dias been taken  WisDOT(or Jocal roadway anthority a3 nppropriate) shull promypily
1cinspect the prapenty, aml 1 the eorrective action is sulficient, 1ssue a writlen
acknowladgment fu e rilioad that the coirective netion was satislaciontly pedfonme.

-h Iy the event that apgreement conmat be renched an resofitim ol i alleged detea
or deficiency, a bnel writien repurt on the situation shall be exchianged between WisDO |
(and locul roadway authority as nppropriate) nxl the waslroad, 11, in the judgment ol
WisOT, immedite resolubion of the disagreement over the nlleged defect o deficiency
toes ot greatly or materinlly impact the remaining salvage and clean-up items, work
may conlinie on the salvage and clean-up project, If however, m the judgment of
WisDOT, the disagrecment over an alleged defiect or deficrency dogs substantially impact
ad monterially aftéet the wemaimng salvage and elean-ug project, then un wumediale
remedy under lave may be pursued by WisDOT (or the focal rondway authonty(s) as
appropuate) to resolve the disagreement

C. SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERA'TIONS

7 he sturl-up, conlinuation or completion of the salvage/clenn-up vpeiation may be
resineled to ceitaun time peijods (o prevent biglogical distuphion or damape to various
spucies, hubitat, or witer ancd niv quality. Suels time restrictions shall be made a pad of
the salvage/cleun-up plan and specifically arldiessed m the plinning and design Tunction
ol the clean-up plan 0 scheduling the salvage and clean-up effonts

Jwiuary {, 1999 10



file:///viis

235195

1), OBLIGATION OF RAILROAD RELATIVE TQ
TMPLEMENTATION DELAYS

1y the pubhic alyeenve thin the salvige s elean-np ol abanduned el lines commence
ns soon as passibic alter the decision o authority to abandon a 1l line has been
determaned.  Lhis puliey is infended w minimize safely, transportation and environmental
challenges which could nnse by delay. Neventheless, there iy exist igasonable corporate
reasons for delnying the stmi-up mud implemeniation ol the salvage and ¢lean-up

operations,

Al noufication has been iecerved fiom either regulatory or judicial authority
autherizing abandonnent or discontimuance ol service over a rail line, a railioad shall he
wecquited 1o continue Lo propery innimtam ail roadway viossings tor the salety of the
traveling public ' Within 90 days alter receiving saud notitication of abadonmeny, il the
rhomd has uol eommenced a WisDOT approved salvage and elenu-up operation, the
wailiomd shall erect signs st ait public road crossings nolifying the public that the iail line

1s "abandoned”.

[t1s the public objective that the salvage and elein-up opeiation be completsd within 12
months of the approval of the linal plan,

SECTION HE-CLOSEOUT

SALVAGE AND CLEAN-UP PROJECY CILOSE OUT

L. At tho time the iaiiromd determines that the salvage and clean-up operation on
the entue ling is completad (exeept for elements that may sl be w dispuae), the 1mirond
shall in aceordance with Part 1heeo - Scclion I, {A) Notices, notify WisDO'T (and the
tocal romdwny anmbonty{s) as appropriate) that it is requesting n final inspeciion ot the

project

2. WisDO'T (and the loen! roudway authority(s) as appropriaie), shall within 30
days of receipt of the foregoing linal inspection request.

4 vonduct it linal inspection of the woirk perfomied, and

h. provide the ralroad with a written acceptance (or denind of acceplance)

repoil

Unless snow cover or Hoading makes a linal inspection inpossible, flure o candurt o
linnl mspection or Frhne to.provide written aceeplance (ur denial of aceeptance) within

Innuaty 1, 1998 1
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the seid 30 day perod shall constitute aceeptance and cloge ot ol the sulvage and clean
up projeel

3. For cuch element denivd, or for each defect or deficieny notet, WasDOT (or
ound by auihoiy(s} as appraprrate) shall descnbe in wiitmg the vmnective actom
enutired on the work remaning to be done to abiam linal acceplance,

A, Rathioad shalt have 30 days to coneel the defects and deliviencies noted by
WisDOT (or loent 1ondheny anthority) in the finad mspection wzport. Raileomd may requesi
in wiitmy additional time 0 accomphsh the coirective action  Upon natification by
ratlroud that concetive actian has heen accomplished, WishOT (or local soadhway
anthority(s) as appropriaie) shall reinspect the woik performed. i found o be acceptable.
priov written aottheation 1o raitiond ns earlier sel forth.

In the event that milroad does nol equest an extension ol lime W make correchive actions
and 30 days passes without nolification from the raifrond that coirective action has been
laken to remedy the defeels nnd deliciencies caclier noted, WisDOT (o toenl roadway
authority as appropriate) mny pursue judicial rehel to accomplish the public objective ol
satisfictory salvage axl clenn-up of the abandoned railroad conidor to minimize safity,

trangporiation and environmenial issues

fawayed, 1298 12
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g E Wisconsin Deparbiment of Transportaiion

I _‘Q,g foranyy G Thompson Chailoz 1, ‘Thompson .

i Guvemnor Socretary =
wvision of Transpoitation
infrastiuctues Developmonl

pr— gt S ) = e Rl P Duroan of Raitrouds ani | Infhors

Jumuy 1, 1998 SAMPLE LETTER 4802 Sheboyyan Avana, 555
7 O Box 7114
Mndison, W1 5370/.7914
Mr. Ranlroad Oftieml, (Approprinte Nile) ;l_ﬂ'ﬂnholnu. % {gon) 267 a:rnn
(Manie of Railrond Crmpany) Facsine: (FAX). (d08) 26¢-056¢
(Steect Addiess or PO Box)
(Ciy, State and Mailing Zip Cude)
ear (Ruihond Oflicial)
On behalf ol the Wisconsin Depadtiment of Transporintion (and locat roadway authauity i’
applicuble), we heteby acknowledge receipl and neceptance of your salvage utd clean-up plan
whtch was presented on (insett appropriate date) for the 1ailroad line between (inseit appropriale
termini point) el {insert appropriate teunind point) in the County(s) af (inseit the names ol the
appropriale counties),
All of' the standards, comditions and methods incorporated 13 the plan are tound to be acceptable, or
i npprapriate use (he llowing sentence
All of the standueds, comlilions andt methods incorporated in your plan are fowkd to be acceptable
cxeept for ftem(s) (inseit approgiate specific items that are not acceptable). {Insedt nme ol
individual) from this depmtment will be in cantact with you shoitly to work out & mutually
acceplable solution,
We look [oewand o working couperntively with you and your commpany We hope that the clean-up,
salvage and westoration operation will be commenced apd completest in a timely, etficient fashwin,
Stnceicly,
(Name of appropiate WisDOT Oflficial)
vt (Loeal uliicials as appapriate)
(Approminte DOT staff)
(Others as nppropriye)
Encl:  Approved Salvage/Clean-Up Plan
D151 Sohing sout-maw’s izmpuiLition challeages

Attachment Mo
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RAHLROAD ABANDONMENT SALVAG), AND CLEAN 4P

DISPOSITION FORM

Regulutany Canrrol Nunslier (1f nny)

RAIROADNME ., ., WAL LINE IDENTIFLA ION;

CSONIACLIERSON, ... . NameofMnjo JammYeus

MMLING ADDRENS: L L .

Mile Pasiy W i

e s A o me—— = 4 o ee——a —— e - —

(ELEPHONENUMBER ) o

Flenesal(s) Involved [ Salvope Operatlun - (Chech ulf that apply)

Ruadway Crassing Talizomd Miitige aver Husuway T -
Crosaing Skl Roadwsy Ihadge over Railioad Pales\¥hie Tt
“Hiaclt - Yeeel Rutrond Rrhige over Water Cuhait -

TFinck « Thea Resiboal Waste and Dehils Ohed

EI EMENE LOCA TION: Describe the speeifie logatinn of 1T ¢lement Invalved. [T more than one locatlan umler
sansiderntinn for the woi i plan, deq¢t ibe each In o sepsi ale dereription, (A 1ach silitpnnl sheets a3 needeid.)

environmenial cansides atlony I any. (Atlach acifitloval sheets 03 necded)

WOIK LAN: Desenbe action 1o be taken, by whom and when. Inchule appropefate measurements, stacling and
emling pulnts, Deseribo materlaly, (ype of pracess or worltnrnship for wark v Oe done i appropriate. Lisi speaifie

—r —— -

)
L LI N —

i S — R aalis M e §

Pipges

Allachmept ~n 2
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CONUNUANTION SHEF ]
WA TLROAD ABANDONMFNI
SALVAGE AND CTFAN-UP

E6 FVIENT LOCA HION Desenbc the apecafle lucatton al the etement fnyohed 1f mare thau one Incation under
sanssderntinn for che work pln, describe each in o seprrate deses iptinn, (A Hach uilddmnnl slieels 4+ necderd)

Wark Plan: Desar e m.-l-inn ty he lakew, by l\llll.l-lldl-l.l-ll when linlwle appropriate moaiu ements, st i aml endlng
ponty lhescishe materkaly, type ol proress o woykmanship far worlito bedooe v appropeinte. |t apecalle
cuvirenumentsl cuisiderntlony, ifany {Atiach adihtlonal shects ns needed)

Page o

— e —————— M
- Atiachient Nn 2
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ON HNATION SHERL
RAILROAD ANANDOMNIENT
SALVALE AND CLEAN-LIP

FLEMFNT LOCATION: Desenbe the specific locatlon of the element invalvail, ITmaore than ang Ineatlun unier
cunslues atton fur the warke plaw, descre caeh i 1 separaie deseniptinn, (At ich additonal sicets ay needret)

Wark Plan® Neserabe retlnn ty he 1vhen, by whom vad when Include appropriate mensmeinents, st vting unl eoiling
podnis, Descrhe misteaaly, type af process vr worlimansinp far waik ta be done 2 appoprlate. Liv speclile
envirawmental consider wtlang, If 10y, (Attach additional sheels ny needed)

WORK I'LAN
APPROVED

DEPARIMEN HAILROAD LOCAL ROAD ASLIIQORITY

NAME

ADDRESS

pesve——————— it —
"I ELEPIIONE NUMDER

SIGNA TURE AND
DA E

Dale: Page of Poges

Stachment Nn. 2
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CRONLINEALINN SUHERL
IAILROAD ASBANDONMLN T
NALVAGE AND CLEAN-UP

NAME OF INSPECIOR ___

REPRESFNIING_____

SITE CLEAN-UD INSPECTTION DATES:

235195

Locealion

Approved

Rejected

Follow-np Action

NOTES

——r——— v = mm =

(Paie

of__ I"1pen

Altachment No. 3
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# Wisconsin Departimant of Transportation
— lainmy G, Thorpson Charies 11 Thompson 0
%I,wmm\\\ Govpinor Sourotary il NE
Diviston of Transpaitation

Infeastructiure Davolopment
. <! Y by T 1 1+ Duircou of Railroads amid 1aniniy
Lunnity 1, 1998 SAMPLYE LETTUER {02 Shiobnygan Aviimu, 15503
P O Bo« /814
. . Madssan, WI 537077914
Mr. Ratlroad Otficizl, (Appropriate {ule)

(Name ol Ratlrond Company)
{Sheet Addiess or PO Box)
(City. State und Mailing Zip Code)

Tatephone (608) 2877248
Fncsumile (FAX) (300) 26/-345R7

Deur (Ruiromd Otlfieial).

Your request Tor linal 2pproval of the sulvage, clean-up and estonation watk an the (nane of
appopriate tvlroad ine) has been received

On (date)(mame of appropriate WisDOT Ofticil) conducted a joint final mspection of the prapenty

with (put 1 appropriate names and organization) and found that everything set torth m the imtia)
salvage/elean-up plan has been nccomphished.

or alternntively inscit the following sentence

On (date)(pame of appropriate WisDOT Official) conducted a hinal inspection of the poperty and
found that everything <et forth in the salvage/elean-up plan has been acconoplishel.

ot ahewatively inset the following scntence

On (dnte}(mame of appropriate WisDO'U Otficial) condueted a (join) Linal inspeetion of' the propenty
with {pul in uppropiiale munes and organization) and found that everything set forth i the initial
salvogeselean-up plan hus been aceomplished with the exception o1 the Tollowiy {put in number)

tlems which need correction:

n  (msert approprinte itemn)
b. (inseat appropante item)
c e¢lc

You hnve thirty (30) days in which to conedt the defects and deficiencies noted above, We will
mspect e propeity ns svon ag you nolily us that the necessary correetions have been completed
Sincercly,

{(Name ol approprinte WisDOT Ollicial)

ce.  (Loenl olficials as approprine)
(Appomiae DOT stall)
Others a3 Appropriale)

*Jnel: Worksheet of Delieiencies

Bl Sndvenyg themsureay nampotalen thallingrs
Aitnchment No 4
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: Wisconsin Daopartment of Transportation

alT—.
§ Tommy G Thompeon Chailgs 11, Thampson ]
IIIIII\\W Governor Secreiary { :

Oivilsion ot Transpoiating
Infrastructure Davolopmoent

WHHTT
T

, " ¢ v A 2 R L R Hurnzws of Railronds and Hadine
banpary 1, 1098 SAMDPI. L LLETTER 4302 Shoboyyan Avonie, 1554
PO Box 7911

Madison, Wi 537041944
Mr Railroad Oflicial, (Apmopriate "Tile) }

(Naine ol Railroad U'ompany)
(Sireet Ankidress ar PO 13ox)
(Cuty, State and Mailng Zip Code)

Telephona; {30B) 287-7310
Faesimile {I AX)* (GON) 207 3587

Dea (Railroad Orticial):

Your request for final approval of the salvage, clean-up and restoration woik on the (nume of’
approprinte sairoad ling) was been ieecived by this otlice on (inseit date)

On (date)(name of appropriate WisDOT Olticial) condueted a (jomnt) tinal mgpection of the pmperiy
with (put in approprinte names and vignnization) amd found dint everything set forth in the ity
solvage/elean-up plan has heen acenmplished with the exception ol the followmyg (put i number)
items which need correction:

o, (nseill appioprate ikem)

b, (nscit approprinle iem)

coocle
You wire notified un {tate) that you had thirly (30) days i which to courdt the defects and
deliciencies noted On (doie), (pulin appopuste name) of this office remnspected the propeity mg!
lound that the defeets aml deficiencies hat not yet been correcied. Will you please awdvise me when
you expect lo have the neesled corrections completed so that this project may be closad put in a

timely lashion.

or I appropriate use the following sentence
You were nutified on {date) that you had 30 dnys in which to eorrect the defects and deficiencies
nuied. On (date), (put in appropriale name) of this office remnspected the propeity and found it the
defects ond deliciencies still remamed 1o be corrceled 1 wo follow-up letters weie sent to your
olfice and there has been no response. Several lelephone messages were also left with your ollice,
bait no messages 1eturned. We would Iike o have this mauer resolved i o mutually cooperative aml
limely munner Please contnet (put in name of individual) sithin the next theee duys

Sincerely,
{Name of nppropnate WisDOT Officinl)

ce {L.ocal ufticinls as appropriale}
{Appropriate DO’ staff)
Others us Appreprinte)

Encl* Worksheet of Delicienuies

ninmm Salsrng 120 wongor's Iimapwtatisn challenges
Altachinent No 5
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Thamaa &, Heeloy
Counsel - Regulatory
17641 5. Ashland Avanua
Hemawoat, IL 50430 1338

www.cn.cn T - 708-332-4381
F - 708-332-4361
lomhaaloy@cn.cn

June 19, 2013

Nafional Geodsile Survey Infarmation Servicos
Simon Monroo <Simon.Monroa@noaa.gov>

Re:; Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Proposed abandonmaent In Rice Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Monroe:

Wisconsin Geniral Lid. {"WCL") Ia planning lo Hle a proposed abandonment with the Surace
Transporiation Board {*STB") lor approval 10 abandon approximately 0.80 miles of rallroad line starling at
MP 56.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick Laks, Barron County, Wiaconsin. For your convenlence, we have
atiached a map for your reference. WCL Is advising you ol the proposed aclion so you may assist us in
Identllying any polenlial effacis of the proposod action on, among other things, the following:

Water quallly;

Designated wellands;

100-year-old llood plains;
Endangered or thraatened specias;
Crilical habliats;

Wildlite sanctuarles ar refuges;
National or slate parks or forests;
Coaslal zono managsment;

Soll and natural resource conservation;
Agriculiural land;

Reglonal and/or local uye plans; and

The noad for pormits under Secllions 402 or 404 of the Clean Walar Act,

AN LN

— mad
N2

Becauso of the nalure of the proposad acllon, wa foresee no adverse effects. Neverlheless, we would
appraclale your raview and any commenls you may wish fo olfer. We would appraclate e wiitlan
rosponse as goon es possiblo so that wa may Include it in the anviranmental repor, which we will file with
the STB. We Intend on filing the Environmental Repart In four waeks.

Thank you for your asslstance.

Very truly yours,

e

Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.

Encl.

APPENDIX D
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4 tachmen
Summary of WisDO| identilled potential envirpnmental effects;

o Patentlal need for contlnued rall se)vice ~ new Industry;
None identlfled

» Need for the ralivoad right of way for roadl, alrport or othor transportation Improvements;
Nona Identiffed.

o Raglonal or [ocal land usa plans;
Per the Clty of Rice Lake Planning and Community Services Director, “Along the proposed
scgment for abandonment, there Is planned residential and commercial development on the
east, and planned Industrial development west of the corridor and north In the lndugmal Park”

e Known hazardous material sites;
WDNR's web based Remediatlon & Redevelopntent Sites Map shaws there arc 5 clased
hazardous materials sites and onc open slte adjacent to the subject corrldor. It does not appear
that purchase of the WCL R/W would result In the acquisition of a source area and the
assoclated site llabllity. There Is the possibility that contamination originating from one of these
sites has migrated Into the WCL R/W and weuld require proper management If disturbed as part
of a proJect. The risk associated with the site Is low.

o The potential for trall usage (based on known local unit or DNR expressions of interest);
The WDNR Is Interested In the corridor for trall purposcs,

o Known archacological or historlcally signihicant sitas;
None Identifled.
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From: Simon Monroe [mailto;simon mon 1Hoaa. LoV

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 04:34 PM

To* Tom Healey

Cc. Swiface Transporiation Board, John.Ellingson@noaa.gov; Lucy Hall; Simon Monroe
Subject: Fwd: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-303 (SUB NO. 043X)

Thank you for sharing your 1ailroad abandonment enviiomnental 1epoit for

RICE LAKE, Bainon County, WISCONSIN.

Approximately 00 gendetic survey marks may be located in the arca described.
If marks will be disturbed by the abandenment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) al lcast 90 days prior to
beginning salvage activitics that will disturb, or destroy any geodelic station

maks are described on the atlached file, Additional advice 1s provided at

hip://pcodesy noan pov/marks/railroads/

Ne Sintions Found.
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Thomas J. Hoaloy
Coungel - Regulaiory
17641 9§ Ashiand Avonue
Homevsood, IL 80430 1330

www.cn.co T - 708-302-4361
F - 708-332-4261
tom heeley@cn.ca

Juna 19,2013

Mr. Gregory Hinea, RC&D Coordinator
Naticnal Rogource Gonservalion Servica
3071 Voyager Drive, Sulle E

Graen Bay, W154311-8343

Re:  Dockel: AB-303 {Sub-No. 43X)
Proposed abandonment in Rice Lako, Barron County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr, Hines:

Wisconsin Central Lid. {"WCL") Is planning to flle a proposed abandonment with the Suriace
Transportation Board {(“STB") for approval lo abandon approximalely 0.80 miles of rafiroad line alarting al
MP 58.0 and onding &l MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barran Counly, Wisconsin. For your convenlence, wo have
allached a map for your reference. WGL Is advising you of the proposed action so you may assisl us In
Identifylng any potantial eflecls of the prcposed action on, among ather things, the following:

Wnter qualily;

Designated wetlands;

100-yaar-old flood plalns;

Endangered or threaianed specles;
Crltical habitats;

Wiidilfo sancluaries or rofuges;
Matlonal or slate parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and natural resource consarvalion,
10. Agricultural lnnd;

1. Aeglonal and/or local use plans; and
12, Tho neced {or permils undar Sactlons 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

CENPOARNS

Bacause of the nalure of the proposed action, wao foresae no ndverso elfects. Nevartheless, we would
appreciate your roview and any comments you may wish lo oller. We would approciale a wrillon
response ae soon as possible so that we may Includa It In the onvironmental raport, which wa will fite with
the STB. We mtend on fling the Envirorsmental Roport In four weeks.

Thank you for your assigtanca,

Vary truly yours,

Thomas J. Healay 7
Counsel for Wiaconsin Central Lid.

Encl.

APPENDIX E
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Thaomas J. Hoaloy
Counesol - Ragulatary
{16841 5, Ashland Avanus
Homawoot, IL 80430-1339

WWW eIt ca T - 708-332-4381
P - 708-332-438%
tomhoaloy®@ca.ca

June 19, 2013

U.S. Enviranmental Prolegllon Agency
Olllco of Water

1200 Pennsylvania Ava., N.W
Washinglon, DC 20460

Re:  Dockel: AB-303 (Sub-No. 13X)
PProposed abandonment in Rice Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin

Dear Sir or Madam:

Wisconsin Central Lid. (“WCL"} s planning fo file a propossd abandonment with the Surface
Transpostation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately 0.80 milas of rallroad line starting at
MP 56.0 and ending al MP 65.2 In Rick Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin. For your convenlenas, we have
attached n map lor your reference. WCL Is advielng you of the proposad actlon so you may assist us In
identllying any poiential eflects of lhe proposad action on, emong other things, Lhe following:

Wator qualily;

Deslgnatad wellands;

100-year-old flood plains;

Endangared or threalened specles;
Chntical habitals;

Wildlite sanctuarles or refuges;
Nntlonal or slate parks or lorests;
Coastal zone management,

Soll and nalural resource consorvation;
10. Agricultural land;

11. Ragional and/or local uso plans; and
12, Tha nesd far permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Wator Acl.

CoNOOALDND

Beceuse of the nalure of ihe proposed actlon, wo foresee no adverse sfiecls. Nevertheless, wo woukl
appreciale your roview and any commenis you may wish to offer. Wa would appreciale a wriilen
responsa as soon as posalbls so that wo may include It In the environmen'al raport, which we will {lla with
the STB. Wa Inlend on filing the Environmental Report In four waska,

Thank you for your asglslance.

Vary truly yourg,

I ‘1
Thomas J. Healsy
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.

Encl.

APPENDIX F
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JUL 09 2083

OHICE OF WAILR

Mi. Thomas J. Healey

Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd.
17641 8. Ashland Avenue
Homewood, Illinois 60430

Dem Mr. Healey:

Thank you for your letter of June 19, 2013, {o the U.S. Invironmental Pioteclion Agency (3PA)
1cgarding Wisconsin Central Ltd Proposcd Abandonment in Barron County, Wisconsin.

We have referred your letter to Mr. Kenneth Westlake of our Region 5 office in Chicago, TL. The EPA
Region 5 has responsibility for actions in the State of Wisconsin, Mr. Woestlake's office will respond lo
your letter. You can contact Mi. Westlake at 312-886-2910 or at wesllake.kemncth(@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

JANsY -3

David Evans,
Director, Wetlands Division

In*oral Addiess (URL) » htip'/Aeaver ope gov
RecyclodiRocyclakblo « Punled v b Vegoisble Osl Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chiorine Free Recyclad Papor
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CN Yhomas J, Healoy

Counsol - Ragulatory
17641 8, Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60130-1339

www.cn.ca T - 708:332 4281
F - 70B-332-4301
lomhontey@enca

June 19, 2013

Mr. Kennelh A. Wasllake

Chiel, NEPA Implamantation Saclion
US EPA Roglon &

77 Waesl Jackson Bivd,

Chicago, IL 606804

Ra:  Dockel: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X}
Propaged abandonmenl in Rice Lako, Barron Counly, Wiscansin

Dear Mr. Wesllaka:

Wisconsin Centval Lid. {"WCL" 1s planning to (lo a proposad abandonmont with \he Suiface
Transporiation Board ("STR") {for approval to abandon approximataly 0.80 milas of rallroad line slarling at
MP 56.0 and ending at MP 55.2 In Rick [.ake, Barron County, Wisconsin., For your convenlence, wo have
atlachad a map for your relsrence. WCL Is advising you of the proposed aclion so you may assisi us in
Identilying any potential effects of the propoaod action on, among other things, the following:

Water qualtty;

Designated wollands;

10D-year-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatened spedlas;
Crilical habilats;

Wildlifo sancluarios or refuges;
Nationel or state parks or lorests;
Coaslal zone management;

Soll and natural rosource consarvation;
Agricullural land;

Reglonal and/or local use plans; and
The need for permits under Seclions 402 or 404 of the Cloan Water Act.

PENEBA©P

— ok b
oo

Bacause of the nature of the proposed action, we [oresoe no adverse affecls, Nevertheless, we would
appreclate your review and any commonts you may wish lo offer. We would eppreclale a wnlten
raspanse Bs soan as possible so thet wo may Include 1t In the environmaentel reporl, which wa will file with
the STB. Wae inlend on lling the Environmental Report In tour weeks.

‘Thank you for your asslstance.

v%lyyo “.Q_y

Thomas J. Healey
Counaal for Wisconsln Cenlral Lid.

Encl.
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Thomaa J. Hoaloy
Counsgal - Roguiatory
17644 §. Ashiond Avonuo
Homowoaod, IL 80430-1330

wWwWw.ch ca T =708 332-4381
F -708-232 4301
tom henley@cn.ca

June 19, 2013

Wisconsin Departmant of Natural Rosourcos
DNR Northeasl Reglon HDQRS

2984 Shawano Ave,

Groan Bay, W1 543313-6727

Ro:  Dotkel: AB-303 {Sub-No. 43X)
Propesed abandonment In Rico Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin

Dear Sir or Madam:

Wisconsin Cenlral Ltd. (“WCL" is planning to flle & proposed abandonmenl with lhe Surfaco
Transportallon Board ("STB") {or approval to abandlon approximately 0 B0 milas of rafiroad line siarting al
MP 58.0 and ending al MP 55.2 In Rick Lake, Barron Counly, Wisconsin. For your convonlenco, we have
attached a map for your refarence. WCL 1s advising you of the proposed aclion so you may assisl us in
identllying any potentlal offecls of the proposed action on, among other things, the fol.owing:

Water qualily;

Designated wellands;

100-year-o'd flood plans;

Endangered or threatened speclos;
Critical habltals;

Wildlife sancluaries or refuges;
Nationa) or siate parks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soll and nalural resource consarvation;
Agricultural land;

Raglonal and/or tocal usa plans; and
The need for petmits under Sectlons 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

SCONPO LN

-t —

Because ol the natura of the propesed action, we loresee no advorse offects. Nevertheless, wa would
appreclale your review and any commenls you may wish to offor. We would appreciale a written
response es soon as possible so that we may Include il in the anvironmental repor, which wo will filo with
ithe STB. We Intend on filing the Environmantal Rapont in four weeks.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very l%uly yours,

Thomas J. I:Zhay J

Counsal for Wiscansin Central Lid.

Encl.

APPENDIX G
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State of Wisconsin

E-F nPaﬂzlf;ﬂEch:el:iATURAL RESOURCES . Scott Walkoer, Governor
Spoon'er“% 54801 Cathy Stepp, Secretary
Telephone 608-266-2621 et
Toll Frae 3-888.936-7483 ;
TTY Accoss via relay - 711 | OEPT-OFNATURAL RESOUACES

July 15,2013

Thomas J. 1lcaley - Counsel - Regulatory
17641 S. Ashand Avenue
Tlomewood, I, 60430-1339

Subject:  Docket : AB 303-(Sub-No.43X) - Milepost 55.2 1o 56 0.
Proposed Abandonment in Rico Lake, Bairon County, W1

Dene Mr. Heanley:

We have comploted our 1eview on your request to 1dentify potential cnvironmental effects for the above
referonced project.

Water quality - The rail properly proposed for abandommnent passes through ot is adjacent to areas where soil
contamination has been found. From the infoimation received for this roview it 1s impossiblo to definitively

describe the areas whero the contamination is known to cxist.

Designaled wetlands - An initial review of Wisconsin wetland inventory maps did not indicate that any wetlantls
are located within (he abandonment poriion of the proposal ‘The maps are only a soreening tool —an aclual ficld
survey of (he Jine may find wetland to be pesent

100 year flootdplains — No poition of this proposed abandomment is within a 100 year floodplain.

Endnngered and Threatencd Species - Qur review of regional files does not indicate tho presence of any Stale
of Wisconsin Endangercd or Threatened Species within the project limits. This review is for State of Wisconsin

specics not Federnl listings.

Critical Xabitats - No ciilical habitat arens are known to exist in tho immedinte vicinity of the proposed
abandonment

Wildlife Sanctuaries or Refuges - For information on Federal facilitics pleasc contact appropriate [cderal
agencies. No Stato facilities are located in close proximity to the abandonment proposal.

National or State Parks or Forests - No State Parks or Foresis would be directly affected by this proposal. For
information on fedeml parks of forests you should contact the approprinie federal agencics.

Coastal Zone Management - This project is ot wilhin the Constul Zone

Soil and Natural Resource Conseryation - The NRCS would be the approprinte contuct for this information.

Araoorin gov Naturally WISCONSIN ERien
' ' 68
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Thoman J Hoalsy
Counsol - Roguinlory
17841 . Ashland Avanue
Homawood, IL 80430 1339

T - 708 332-4381
F - 708 332:4361
tom healoy @con.ci

www.in.ca

June 19, 2013

U.S. Fish & Wildlife SBarvice
2800 Lake Shore Drive East Sullo B
Ashland, WI 51808-2427

Ae.  Dockel: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Proposod abandonment in Rice Lako, Barron Gounly, Wisconsin

Daar Sir or Madam:

Wisconsin Contral Lid. ("WCL*) Is planning to flla a proposed abandonmenl with lhe Surface
Transporieiton Board ("STB") for approval lo abondon approximately 0.80 miles of rallroad line staring at
MP 58,0 and anding al MP 55 2 in Rick Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, For your convanience, wo have
attached a map for your reference. WCL s advising you of the proposed aclion so you may nsslsl us in
identifying any potential eflects of the propesed action on, among olher things, tho following:

Water quality;

Designated wetiands;

100-year-old {flood plains;

Endangerad or lhreatanad spetias;
Critical habitals;

Wildltfe sancluaries or rafuges;
National or slale patks or fotests;
Coastal zona managoment;

Soll and natural resource consarvalion;
10, Agricullural land;

1. Reglonal and/or local use plans; and
12.  Tho need for permils under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Acl,

OONG O WN -

Bacause of lhe nature of the proposed acllon, we foreseo na adverso elfects. Nevedtheless, we would
eppreciale your review and any commanls you may wish to olfor. Wo would eppreclate a writtan
response as soon as possible so that we may include il in the onvironmental report, which we will flle with
the STB. We Intend on filing tho Environmantal Report In four waeks.

Thank you {or your assislance

Very truly yours,

Thomas J. Healey
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.

Encl.

APPENDIX H
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Thonas J. Healoy
Counsal - Ragulatory
17841 8, Ashland Avenuo
Homowood, IL 60430-1330

Www cn.ca T -708-332-4381
F » 700-332-4361
tom.hooloy@ecn.cn

Juno 19, 2013

Natlonal Park Service
Departmant of inlerlor
1848 C Streal, NW.
Washington, DC 20240

Ro*  Dockat: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Proposed ebandonment In Rice Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin

Daar Sir or Madam:

Wisconsin Central Lid. ("WGL") [s planning 1o fllo a proposed abandonment whh tho Surfaco
Transportation Board { STH") for approval to abandon approximately 0.80 mliles of railroad line slarling at
MP 56.0 and onding at MP 55.2 In Rick'Lake, Barran County, Wisconsin, For your conventence, we have
altached & map for your referance. WCL { edvising you of the proposed action so you may assist us In
ldentllying any potential alfecls of tha proposed aclion on, among other things, the following:

Waler quality;

Deslgnaled weilands;

100-year-old flood plains;

Endangered or threatoncd spacies;
Crilical habltals;

Wildlife sanciuanas or roluges;
Naltanal or state parks or forests;
Coaslal zone managemenl;

Soll and natural rasource consarvailon;
Agriculiural land;

Rogienal and/or local use plans; and
The need for parmiis under Secllons 402 or 104 of tha Clean Wator Acl.

PONOOADN -

]
pro

Because 61 the nalure of the proposed aclion, wo foresas no adverse effecls, Novertheless, we would
appreciale your revlew and any commonis you may wish to offer. We would appreciale a wrilten
rasponse a8 soon as possible so thal wa may includo i In the environmental repont, which wa will llle with
the STB. We Intend on filing the Environmental Roport in four weeks
Thank you for your esslstance.
Vary lruly youyrs,

Z“T 4/5’%
Thomag J. Heeloy
Counsel far Wisconsin Ceniral Ltd.

Enctl,

APPENDIX 1
' T



http://cn.cn

235195

. EBarker8t g E Barker 5t

-4

: £y f
E Sctnder 15 3 ! &
197016 A0 : ’! oﬁl

EgPatick Bt T

<
! Ji
Kem Ava
&
e — 4

1:1

D 01260250375 0.5




Low 2351 95
g\u ! Thomas J. Healoy

Counsel - Hegulatory
17641 S Ash’and Avonuo
Homeviond, Ii. 60430 1330

wWWIW.Ch ch T - 708-332 1381
F = 708 832-4261
lom healey@cn.ca

June 18, 2013

U S Army Corp ol Engineers
St. Paul District (CEMVPA-PA)
180 Fillh Sireet Easl

St. Paul, MN 551011638

Re*  Docketl: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Proposad abandonment in Rice Leke, Barron Counly, Wisconsin

Dear Sir or Madam:

Wisconsin Conlral Lid. {"WCL") is planning lo filo a proposed abandonmanl wilh the Surfaco
Transporlation Board {"STB") lor approval to abandon approximataly 0.80 miles of railroad Ine slarhng al
MP 56.0 and ending at MP §5.2 In Rick L.eke, Barron Cotmnly, Wisconsin. For your convenlence, wo hava
attached = map for your reference. WCL [s advising you of the proposad action so you may assist us In
identifying any potentlel effecis of tha proposad action cn, among othar things, the following:

Water quallly;

Designated wetlands;

100-year-old fjood pfains;

Endangered or threataned specles;
Chnlical habitats;

Wildlifo sanciuarias or rofuges;
Natlonal or siate parks or [oresis;
Couasial zone management;

Soll and natural resource conservation;
Agricullural and;

Reglonal and/or local use plans; and
Tho need for permits under Seclions 402 or 404 of the Clean Walar Act.

DENOM AL

--I—L—l
Moo

Because of the nalure of the proposed acllon, we lorasee no adverse elfects. Nevorthaless, we would
appfeciale your revisw and any commenis you may wish lo offor. We wouid approciate a writlen
fosponse as soon as possible so that we may Includs & Inthe environmental repost, which wo will fiie with
the STB. We intend on flling the Environmontal Report In four waeka.

Thank you lor your essistanca.
Very truly yours,
Thomaas J, Healo

Counsel for Wisconsin Cantral Lid,

Encl.

APPENDIX J
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
8T. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
100 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700
ST. PAUL MN §5101-1678

July 09, 2013

REPLY TO
ATYENTION OF

Progiams amd Project Management Division
Project Managemen( Branch (PM-1B)

SUBIECT: Docket: AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Proposed abandonment in Rico Lake, Bawron County, Wisconsin

Mr. Thomas J. ITealey

Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.
17641 South Ashland Avenue
Homewoaod, Iilinois 60430-1339

Dear Mr. Icaley:

We aro replying to your June 19, 2013, leiter regarding the proposed abandonment of
approximately 0.80 miles of railroad linc starting at MP 56.0 and ending at MP 55.2 in Rice

Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin.

‘The potential abandenment of railroad line as outlined in your letter will not affect any
existing Corps of Engincers Civil Woiks projects. We do not anticipate fulure impacts to any
Corps of Engincers Civil Works projects by the 8. Paul District.

‘The proposed project is located within the Saint Paul District’s Regulatory jurisdiction.

* You should ceordinate with Mr. Daniel Scemon of the Saini Paul Regulatory Office concering

peumit requirements. e can bo reached at (651) 290-5380 or by mail at St. Paul District, Corps
of Engineers, ATTN: CEMVP-OP-R/Dan Scemon, 180 Sth Strect East, Saint Paul, Minnesota
55101-1678. A copy of your letter has bgen forwarded to Mr. Seemon.

Please note that this leiter does not eliminate the need for State, locai, or other
anthoiizations, such a8 those of the Wisconsin Depmiment of Natural Resources.

Sincercly,

ﬂ ph Mose

Chief, Project Management Branch (PM-B) -
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Copy furnished:
CEMYVP-OP-R/Dan Scemon

Bdstrom PM-I3 RKE
Mose, J. PM-B A&

PFile namo: BarronCly_RailAbandonment_09JULY [3.docx
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For SHIPO Uso Only. Cnse f

REQUEST FOR SHPO COMMENT AND CONSULTATION ON A FEDERAL UNDERTAKING

Submit one copy with each undertaking fu1 which our comment iIs requested. Please print or type.
Return {o:

Wisconsin Historicnt Society, Division of Historic Preservation, Office of Preservation Planning, 816 State
Streel, Madison, WI 53706

b DDH Ll

s

Plense Cheek All Boxes and Include All of the Following Informatlon, as Applicable,
GENERAL INFORMATION

This is a new submittal.

This is supplemental information relnting to Case i , and title:
Thls praject is being undertaken pursnant to the terms and eondltions of u pragramnntic or
ofher interngency agicement. "The title of the agreement Is
Federal Agency Jurisdiction (Agency providing funds, assistance, license, permil): Surface

Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423,

Pederal Agency Contact Person: Cynthin Brown, Chief Section of Adininistration,
Phone: 202-245-0245

Project Contact Person: Thomas Henley; Phone: 708-332-4381

Relurn Address: Wisconsin Central Litd., ¢/o CN, 17641 8. Ashland Ave., Homewaod, Illinols
60430,

Emnil Addiess: lom.biealey@cn.cq

Project Name: Wisconsin Contval, Ltd. Proposed Abandonment in Rice Lake, Bayyon County,
WI, AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X),

Project Street Address: N/A « Rail Line Abapdonment - Rice Luke, Barron County, Wisconsin.
County: Barron City: Rice Lnle, Zip Cade: 54868

Project Location: Towunship , Range . /W (circle one), Seciion , Quunter

Seclions

Project Nnrrative Description — Wisconsin Central, Ltd. (* lans to file a Notice of
Exem tlun faor an abapdopment the STB for approval to nband n .80 miles of yailrond

WCL Inleudg to sllvngu rall, tes npd track materinls from the line,

Arca of Potential Bffect (APE). Auach Copy of U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute T'opographic Quadrangle
showing APE —See Attached Exhibit A

APPENDIX K
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I IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

[C]  Historic Propersies are located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach suppoiting
materinls.

X Histonic Properties are not located within the project APE per 36 CFR 800.4. Attach supporting

materiuls.
There are ho buildings, siructures, or bridpes locuted ajong this poction of the inll lipe.
Therefore, no histoxic ertos will be affected with this abandonment.

II.  FINDINGS

X No historic properties will be affected (i.c., nonc is prosent or there are historic properties present
but the project will have no effect upon them), Attach necessary documentation, as described at 36

CER 800.11.

[} ‘The proposed undertaking will have no adverse elfect on one or more historic properties located
within the project APH under 36 CFR 800.5. Attach necessary documentation, as described at 36

CFR 800.11.

[Tl The proposed undertaking will result in an adverse effect o one or more historic properties and the

applicant, or other federally autherized represcntative, will consult with the SHPO and other
consulting parties to resolve the adverse effect per 36 CFR 800.6. Attach supporting

documentation a§ d“y at3s Wﬂﬂ.l 1 with a proposed plan to resolve adverse elfeci(s).
Authorized Signature: Zu ?‘LQ}L Date:

Type or print name: Tom [lealey
1V.  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS
[C]  Agrec with the finding in section ITE above,

] Object ta the finding for reasons indicated in attached leuer.
1 Cannot review until inforniation is scnt a8 [ollows:

Authorized Signature: Date:

Hr-05-07 (8/15/03)
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Authorized Signature:

RECEEVYER

JUN 212013
IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES DIV HIST PRES

Historlc Propenies arc locnted within the project APE per 36 CPR 800.4 Attach supporling
materiels,
Historic Properties are not located wilhin the project APE per 36 CIFR 8004. Ausch supporing
materials,

cre are jo bulldings, stenclures, or brjdges located along this portion of the rall line.

Therefore, no historic properties will be affected with this abandonment.
FINDINGS

No historic properties wil} be uffected (i.0., none is present or there are historic propertics present
but the project will have no effect upon them). Atlach necessary documentation, as described nt 36
CFR 800.11, .
‘The proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect on one or more historic propertics located
within the project APE under 36 CFR 800.5. Atlach necessary documentntion, as described at 36
CFR 800 11.
The proposed undertaking will result in an adverss effect 1o one or more hisloric properties and the
applicant, or other federally authorized represeniatave, will consult with (he SITPO and other
consulting parties to resolve the adverse cffect per 36 CI'R 800.6. Atiach supporting
documentation as d? at 36 CFR 800.11 with a proposed plan to resolve adverse effeci(s).
A

‘f Dale:

Type or print name: Tom Healpy / 3 -pﬁ?/g A, Fé 3/ >

IV.

14
O
a

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE COMMENTS

Agree wilh the finding in section Il above.
Object to the finding for rensons indicated in attached letter.

Cannot review until informatiqq,js sent as follows:
Authorized S:gnalme:w Date. _[4_!'2[.‘ ﬁ

HP-05-07 (815/03)
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Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. PETITION FOR EXEMPTION IFOR
ABANDONMENT IN BARRON
COUNTY, WISCONSIN

To:  Cynthia T. Brown
Chacf, Section of Admunistration
OfTice of Procecdings
Surfacc Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W,
Washinglon, D.C. 20024

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R. PART 1105

[ hereby ceruufy that on October 22, 2013, copies of the Enviromnecntal Report and
Historic Report for the above-caplioned proceeding were served on the agencies listed al 49
C.F.R. § 1105.7(b), all agencies consulicd m preparing Lhe reports, and on thc Wisconsin
Historical Socicty A service list and copy of the letter sent to ull such agencies is attached and
incorporaled into this certificate as Altachment A. The reports have been sent within the time
period specificd, as Wisconsin Ceniral Lid is filing 1ts Petition [or Exemption more than 20 days
afler it served its Environmental Report and 1listoric Report  All appropriate agencies as listed
in 49 C.T R, § 1105.7(c) have been consulted well in advance of preparing the Environmental

Reporl

[ also certify that a newspaper notice was published on August 21, 2013 in The Rice Lake
Chronotype, a newspaper of general circulation in Barron County, Wisconsin. The nolices
alerted the public lo the pioposed abandonment, 1o possible reuse altermatives, and Lo procedures

for parhicipating in the STB proceeding A copy of the text of the notice 15 attached 1o this
cerlificale as Aftachment B.

Dated this 13th day of December, 2013.

,4{;.;% L ﬁaﬂmﬂﬁ
Audrey L' Brodrick

Counset for Wisconsin Central Litd.

APPENDIX L
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ATTACHMENT A

Dacket AB 303 (Sub No. 43X)—Wisconsin Central Lid.
Abandonment Exemption in Barron County, Wisconsin

ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIC REPORT SERVICF, LIST

Mr. Jumes Miller

Barron County Board Chairperson
638 Nunn Avenue

Rice Loke, Wisconsin 54868

Mr. Steve Harringtlon, Mayor
City Hall

30 East Eau Claire Streel
Rice Lake, W1 54868

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Hill Farms State ‘Transportation Building
4802 Sheboygan Avenue

PO Box 7910

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7210

Via E-mail and U S. Mail to
Sunon.Monioef@noan gov

NGS Infocenteifdnoaa gov

National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Survey Division
1315 LEast-West Highway
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282
Altenttzon: Simon Monroe

Mr. Gregory Hines, RC&D Coordinator
National Resource Conservation Service
3071 Voyager Drive, Suitc E
Green Bay, WI 54311-8343

USDA, NRCS, Office of the Chief
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

UJ § Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Water

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Mr David M. Kennedy, Dircctor

Olfice of Oceun and Coastal Resource Managemest
NOAA Occan Service

1305 East-\West Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910

235195
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U.S Fish & Wildhie Service
2800 Lake Shore Drive East Suite 3
Ashland, WI 54806-2427

Wisconsin Depurtment of Natural Resources
DNR Northeast Region [IDQRS

2984 Shawano Ave.

Green Bay, Wisconsin 543 13-6727

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 792!
Madison, W1 53707

Regional Environmental Coordinutor
National Park Service, Midwesl Region
601 Riveriront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102

Mr Kenneth A. Westlake

Chiel, EPA Implementation Section
US EPA Region 5

77 West Jackson Blvd

Chicago, 1L, 60604

US Army Corp of Engineers
St. Paul District (CEMVP-1PA)
190 Fifth Strect East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
P O. Box 8944

101 East Wilson Street

Macison, WI 53708-R944

Via E-mail (Kathleen.angel@wis.gov)
and U.S. Mail

Constal Zone Management

Wisconsin Departiment ol Administration
101 East Wilson Streel

Madison, W1 53707

Attention: Kathleen Angel

Mr Sherman Banker

Wisconsin Historical Socicty

Division of Historic Preservation and Public [Listory
816 State Sircet

Madison, WI 53706

Wisconsin Department of IGA Relations
P O Box 7368

101 East Wilson Street, 6 Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868

235195
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

ATTORNEYS AT AW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: {312) 252-1500
Sulte 920 Foax: (312) 252-2400

Chicage, [llinois 6§0606-2832 www fletcher-sippel.com

AUDREY L. NRODRICK

(312) 252-1518
brodrick@{letcheraippel.com October 22, 2013

Via E-mail (Kalhlcen.angel{@wis.pov
and U.S, Mail

Constal Zone Management

Wisconsin Depariment of Adminisiration
101 East Wilson Street

Madison, W1 53707

Atlention® Kathicen Angel

Re:  Dacket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 43X)
Wisconsin Central Ltd, — Abandonment

Petition for Exemption — Barron County, Wiscungin

Dear Ms. Angel:

On or afler November 11, 2013, Wisconsin Ceniral Ltd, ("WCL") cxpecis to filc
with the Surface T'ransposlation Board a petition for exemption for the abandenment of WCL.'s
waiiroad line exilending from MIP 56.0 and cnding at MP 55.2 in Rice Luke, Barron Counly,
Wisconsin, & distance of approximatcly 0.80 miles. Your review of and comments on this
project were previously requested by letier deted on or around June 19, 2013.

In accordance with 49 C.FR. §§1105.7(b) and 1105.11, we are providing for
your infoumation the enclosed Environmental/llistoric Repoit which will accompany the petition
for exemption and which duscribes the proposed action and any cxpecled envitonmental or
historic effects. The Report also includes a map of the a(lected area.

We are providing this 1eport so thal you may review the infoimation that wiil
foim the basis for the Board's independent cnvironmental enalysis of this proceeding, [f any of
the informalion is misleading or incoriect, 1f you belicve that pertinent information is missing, or
il you have any questions about (he Board's environmental review process, please contacl the
Office of Environmenlal Analysis al the following address:

Surface Transporiation Boaid
Office of Environmental Anulysis
395 12 Street, $ W., Room 1106
Washinglon, DC 20423-0001
(202) 245-0295
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL Lic

Coastal Zonc Management
Wisconsin Department of Administration

October 22, 2013
Pagc 2

Your comments should refeience Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No, 43X) and, if
wrillen, should include a copy to thc undeisigned. Becausc (he applicable siatutes and
regulutions impose stringent deadlines for processing this gclion, your written comments lo the
Office of Lnvironmental Analysis would be appreciated within thiec weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental
and historic preservation impacts of the conlemplated action. If there arc eny queslions
concernung tus proposal, you should feel free lo contact me dircctly at 312-252-1518. Thank

you for your assistance on this matter. Kind regauds.

Very truly yours,

’I N:t:la"- (. ﬁ\onﬂ'&(("_

Audrey L. Brodrick
Attorney for Wisconsin Cential Lid.

ALB:dg
Enclosurc
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ATTACHMENT B

235195
NOTICE

Wisconsin Central Ltd gives notice that on or aller Scptember 13, 2013 1l intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Boaid, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502 from the
prior approval requirements of 49 U 8.C. 10903, ¢t seq., peimilting the abandonment ol a 0.80 nule line
of ruilroad between 1ailrond mulepost 56.0 and railroad milepost 552 which traverses through United
States Postul Service ZIP Codes 54868 in Rice Lnke, Barron County, WI. The proceeding will be

docketed as No AB 303 (Sub-No 43X).

The Board's Office of Envirommental Analysis (OEA) will generally preparc an Environmental
Assessment (IEA), which will normally be avmlable 60 days after the iling of the petition for exemption.
Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later than 30 days afler Lhe EA
becomes available o the public and will be addressed m a Board decision. Interested persons may obtam
4 copy of the EA or make iquines regarding environmental matters by writing to OEA, Surlace
"I'ransportation Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling SEA at 202-245-0295.

Approprinte ofTers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed with the Bonrd. Requests for
environmental conditions, public use conditions, or rail banking/irails usc also can be liled with the
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other Lhan environmental issues
(such as uails use, public use, and offers of financial assistance) must be filed dircetly with the Board's
Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 K Street, SW., Washington, DC 204230001 [Sce
49 CFR 1104 1(a) and 1104.3(2) }, nnd one copy must be served on applicant’s representative [Sce 49
CFR 1104 12(n) ]. Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or trails usc may be
dirceted to the Bourd's OfTice of Public Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-
0238. Copies of any comments or requests for conditions should be served on the applicant's
representative: Fleicher & Sippel LLC, Attention: Audrey L. Brodrick, 29 N Wacker Dr, Swite 920,

Chicago, IL 60606.
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