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Re: CSX Transportation Abandonment of the Afliens Branch in McMinn Coimty, Tennessee, 
(STB Docket No. AB-S5/Sub No. 694X) 

Dear Secretaiy: 

This lequest is filed on behalf of McMinn County, die City of Atiiois, Tennessee and the City of 
Englewood, Tennessee which are govemmental institutions interested in promoting transpoitation and 
reoeation hereinafto' referred to "Proponent". 

Proponent requests issuance ofa Public Use Condition as well as an tateiim Trail Use Condition ralfaer 
tiian an outright abandomnent audiorization between 0KW327.0.and 0KW333.4 including bofli spurs 
located after OKW 332. 

A. Request for Public Use Condition 

Proponent asks die STB to find that diis propeity is suitable for odier public use, specificaUy trail use, 
and to place die following conditions on this abandonment: 

1. An or^sx prohibiting the carrier fixnn disposing of die coiridor, odier dian die trades, 
ties, and signal equipmaif except for public use on reasonable terms. Justification for this 
condition is: The rail conidor connects two towns in McMinn County, one the county seat, and 
will traverse a scoiic route. The conidor would make an excellent recreational trail and 
conversion is in accordance with local plans. The proposed trail would also enhance die 
Tainessee Department of Transportation's Multimodal goals as identified in the Greenways 
and Trails Plan found in Proposal No. 9 of tfae Tennessee State Recreation Plan. In addition, 
tfae trail provides important wildlife habitat and open spsxsa and its preservation is consistent 
with local purposes. The time period being soug t̂e is 180 days fiom the effective date ofdie 
abandonment audiorization. Prc^xment needs this time to anange fiinding and complete 
negotiations witfa tfae carrier. 

2. An order barring removal or destmction of potential trail-related structures sudi as 
bridges, tresdes, culverts and tunnels. The justification for tfais condition is tfaat diese 
structures faave considerable value for recreational trail purposes. The time poiod requested is 
180 days fiom the effective date of die abandonment aujfaorization for the same reason as 
indicated aix)ve. 



B. Request for Interim Trail Use 

The railroad right-of-way in tfais proceeduig is suitable for railbanking. IN addition to tfae public use 
conditions sought above, pioponoit also makes the follovnng request: 

STATEMENT OPF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

IN ordor to establish interim trail use and railbanking under section 8 (d) ofdie National Trails System 
Act,16U.S.C. 

Section 1247(d) and 49 CFR Sectionll52.29, McMinn County is a political subdivision ofdie State of 
Tennessee and is immune fixnn liability incidental to Ifae ownership of real property, but agree to hold 
CSX harmless fixnn for any l^al liability arising out oftfae transfer or use, and are willing to assume 
fiill responsibility for die management of and fin: tfae payment ofany and all taxes tfaat m ^ be levied or 
assessed against die right-of-w^ owned by and opoated by CSX Transpoitatioa 

The propoty, known as tfae Atfaens Brandi, extends fixnn railroad milepost near 0KW327.0 to raiboad 
milepost near 0KW333.4, including bodi spurs located afljo- OKW 332 for a distance of approximately 
6.4 miles in McMinn County. Tfae right-of-way is part of a railroad line proposed for abandonmoit in 
STB dodtet No. AB-55/Sub No 694X 

A m ^ dq)icting tfae rig|bt-of-w^ is attadied. 

McMinn County, the City of Adiens, Tennessee acknowledges tfaat die rigjht-of-w^ is subject to tfae 
user's continuing to meet its responsibilities described above and subject to possible fiiture 
reconstmction and reactivatian ofthe right-of-w^ for rail service. 

By my signature bdow, I certify service upon CSX Tranq)oitation, 500 Water Street, Jacksonville, FL 
32202, by US Mail, postage pre-paid, first class, diis day of Febraaiy 21,2011. 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

lohn M. Gently 
McMinn County Mayor 

cc: Bruce McMahon 


