B” s F “ David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039

A —— Fort Worth, TX 76161

RA/ILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Dnve - AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828
817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax
David.Rankin@BNSF.com
VIA UPS OVERNIGHT MAIL

May 11, 2011

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X); BNSF Railway Company —
’ Abandonment Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

Dear Ms. Rutson:

Enclosed for filing in STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) are the original and ten
copies of BNSF Railway Company's Environmental and Historic Reports.

BNSF anticipates filing a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon the 4.85-
mile rail line on or after May 31, 2011.

Sincerely, M“E‘m&?ge%dlngs

D k&v/j,/ | wAY 14 200

David T. Rankin o
Senior General Attorney Public Reco

Enclosures: As stated
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B” s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
A ——— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

May 11, 2011

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
California Field Office

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1623
Sacramento, CA 95825-1886

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonmeﬁt
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,
David T. Rankin W

Senior General Attorney
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B” s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
7‘ Fort Worth, TX 76161
RA/ILWAY . 2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11, 2011

City of Arcadia

Planning Commission
240 West Huntington Dr.
P.O. Box 60021

Arcadia, CA 91066

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

SincereLy, p
Dard Qantins /(I
David T. Rankin

Senior General Attorney
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B” S F v David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
A — Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILwAY 2500 Lou Menk Drve — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-3652-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

City of Irwindale

Planning Commission

5050 North lrwindale Avenue
Irwindale, CA 91706

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney
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B” s F - David T. Rankin . BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
A ———— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Dnve — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com
May 11, 2011

NOAA
National Geodetic Survey
VIA E-mail: NGS.InfoCenter@noaa.gov

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Dpurch o/

Senior General Attorney
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BN s F * David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
—A—m Fort Worth, TX 76161
rAY A 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com
May 11,2011

California Department of Water Resources
1416 9™ Street
Sacaramento, CA 95814

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,

C
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney
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BN s F “ David T. Rankin BNSF Raliway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box ©61039
A———————— ) Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-362-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11, 2011

U.S. EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com. '

Sincerely,

D b ki
David T. Rankin

Senior General Attorney

DTR/js

Enclosures as stated
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BN s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Railway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
A ——— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-362-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,
David T. Rankin / a

Senior General Attorney

DTR/js
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BN SF “ David T. Rankin BNSF Railway Company
. Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
A — Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828
817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

Mr. Richard J. Bruckner, Director
_Department of Regional Planning

County of Los Angeles

1390 Hall of Records

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Bruckner,

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney
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BN s F * David T. Rankin BNSF Railway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
A ——— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Dnve - AOB-3

Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828
817-352-2383
817-352-2308 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11, 2011

Ms. Christine Lehnertz, Regional Director
U.S. Department of the Interior

National Park Service

One Jackson Center

1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700

QOakland, CA 94607

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

Dear Ms. Lehnertz,

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,

please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,

Darvak, ng/
David T. Rankin '
Senior General Attorney
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BN s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Raliway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
A ——— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Dnve — AOB-3

Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11, 2011

Mr. Lincoln E. Burton, State Conservationist
California NRCS State Office

430 G Street #4164

Davis, CA 95616-4164

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Burton,

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,

C gl
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney
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B” s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
m Fort Worth, TX 76161
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Los Angeles District

915 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1101
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,

- L]
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney
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BN s F '“' David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 261039
A ————— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RAILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA, State Historic Preservation Officer
California State Parks

Office of Historic Preservation

1725 23" Street, Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95816

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Dk Lkl

Senior General Attorney

DTR/js ,

Enclosures as stated
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BN s F - David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attomey PO Box 961039
A —————— Fort Worth, TX 76161
RArLwAay 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11,2011

California Department

of Transportation

P.O. Box 942873
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,

Ok (Colern/
David T. Rankin
Senior General Attorney

DTR/js
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B” s F v David T. Rankin BNSF Rallway Company
Senior General Attorney PO Box 961039
AR ————- Fort Worth, TX 76161
RA/ILWAY 2500 Lou Menk Drive — AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828

817-352-2383
817-352-2398 fax

David.Rankin@BNSF.com

May 11, 2011

California Public

Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 477X) - BNSF Railway Company — Abandonment
Exemption — in Los Angeles County, California

In approximately three weeks BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) a Petition
for Exemption seeking authority to abandon BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement over 4.85 miles of
rail line located in Los Angeles County, California, beginning at Milepost 124.20, just east of the Santa
Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and ending at Milepost 119.35, just east of the San Gabriel
River, in Irwindale. The line traverses United States Postal ZIP Codes 91006, 91007, 91010, 91016,
91702, and 91706. Enclosed are environmental and historic reports describing the proposed action and
any expected environmental or historic effects, as well as a map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis
(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20423-0001, telephone (202)
245-0305, and refer to the above docket number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose
stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to OEA, with a copy to BNSF,
would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or historic
preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning these reports,
please contact John Sims at 817-352-2376 or john.sims@bnsf.com or me at 817-352-2383 or
david.rankin@bnsf.com.

Sincerely,
@ <
for A
David T. Rankin

Senior General Attorney

DTR/js

Enclosures as stated
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. § 1105.7)

#)) Proposed Action_and_Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon its Rail Freight Service
Easement over the 4.85 miles of rail line located between Milepost 124.20, just east of
the Santa Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and Milepost 119.35, just east of the
San Gabriel River, in Irwindale, in Los Angeles County, California (the “Line”). A map

of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.

The physical assets of the Line are owned by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (“LACTMA”). LACMTA desires to extend its current light rail
service eastward to Azusa, CA. The removal of the track and track materials associated
with the abandonment of BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement and the extension of the
light rail service have already been addressed by the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension
Construction Authority in an Environmental Impact Report and a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report (“SEIR”). The salvaging of the Line will be conducted by
LACMTA consistent with the mitigation measures set forth in the SEIR. A copy of the
Executive Sumrﬁary of the SEIR is attached as Exhibit B. The entire reports can be

viewed at the following web link:

http://www.foothillextension.org/construction_phases/phase_2a pasadena_to azusa/supplementa
l-environmental-impact-report/2010-draft-supplemental-environmental-impact-report/

2 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)
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The Line has had no local traffic for some time. The Line is stub-ended and does not
handle overhead traffic. The Line was used for storing empty freight cars which will now
be stored in other locations as needed. Therefore, there will be no change to any freight
service provided on the Line. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only very limited
maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. The only alternative to
abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and jeopardize LACMTA's desires to
extend its current light rail service eastward.

(2)  Transportation System Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional
or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger

or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of
the proposed action.

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a
result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overhead traffic on this

line for some time.

3) Land Use
(@) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,

state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. See SEIR. BNSF
contacted the City of Arcadia, Planning Commission, the City of Irwindale,
Planning Commission, and the County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional

Planning.

As of the date of this report we have not received any replies from these agencies.

3 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)



4)

Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit C.

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

Proposed abandonment will not have an adverse effect on prime agriculture land.
See SEIR. BNSF sent a letter to the California NRCS State Office, dated April
29, 2011, and as of the date of this report we have not received a reply. A copy of

the letter is attached as Exhibit D.

(iii)  If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zZone,
include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9.

Not applicable.

(iv)  If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and
explain why.

The proposed abandonment of BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement will
facilitate LACMTA’s desires to extend its current light rail service eastward.
BNSF contacted the City of Arcadia, Planning Commission, the City of Irwindale,
Planning Commission, and the County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional
Planning and as of the date of this report has not received a reply regarding any

alternative public use of the rail line. Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit

C.

Energy

() Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources.

4 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)



)

(i)  Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities.

(iii)  State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the line for more than two years.

(iv)  If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carriage.

(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C)

above.

5 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)



(ii)  If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on
any segment of rail line,

(B)  an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured
by carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment,
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the
parameters established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned
line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
Jrequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting
materials.
(6) Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:
(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(ii)  an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

6 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)



(7)

(8

Safe

@) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public safety.

(ii)  If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record
(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and
accidental release of hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.

(iii)  If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way.

Biological Resources

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or

threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

The proposed abandonment will not have an adverse effect on endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. See SEIR. 'By letter
dated April 29, 2011, BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office, in reference to this proposed abandonment.
As of the date of this Environmental Report, the agency has not responded to our

inquiry. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit E.

(ii)  State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
JSorests will be affected, and describe any effects.

7 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.477X)



9)

BNSF does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State
parks or forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. See
SEIR. By letters dated April 29, 2011, BNSF contacted the U.S. Department of
the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (California State Office), and the U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service in reference to the proposed
abandonment. As of the date of this Environmental Report, neither agency has

responded to our inquiries. Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit F.

Water

] Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

By letters dated April 29, 2011, BNSF contacted the U.S. EPA Region 9, and the
California Department of Water Resources in reference to the proposed
abandonment. As of the date of this report, neither agency has responded to our

inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit G.

(ii)  Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344)
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

No designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be adversely affected by the
proposed abandonment. See SEIR. By letter dated April 29, 2011, BNSF
contacted the Los Angeles District-of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the date of this Environmental
Report, the Corps has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is

attached as Exhibit H.
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(iii)  State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are
required).

By letters dated April 29, 2011, BNSF contacted the U.S. EPA Region 9, and the
California Department of Water Resources in reference to the proposed

abandonment. As of the date of this report, neither agency has responded to our

inquiry. Copies of the letters are attached as Exhibit G.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of
course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding
appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. § 1105.8)

(1) Proposed Action_and_Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) proposes to abandon its Rail Freight Service
Easement over the 4.85 miles of rail line located between Milepost 124.20, just east of
the Santa Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and Milepost 119.35, just east of the
San Gabriel River, in Irwindale, in Los Angeles County, California (the “Line”). A map

of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.

The physical assets of the Line are owned by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (“LACTMA”). LACMTA desires to extend its current light rail
service eastward to Azusa, CA. The removal of the track and track materials associated
with the abandonment of BNSF’s Rail Freight Service Easement and the extension of the
light rail service have already been addressed by the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension
Construction Authority in an Environmental Impact Report and a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report (“SEIR”). The salvaging of the Line will be conducted by
LACMTA consistent with the mitigation measures set forth in the SEIR. A copy of the
Executive Summary of the SEIR is attached as Exhibit B. Also, a copy of the
Supplemental Historic Properties Survey and Effects Report (dated September, 2005) is

attached as Exhibit I. The entire reports can be viewed at the following web link:



http://www .foothillextension.org/construction_phases/phase_2a_pasadena_to_azusa/supplementa
l-environmental-impact-report/20 1 0-draft-supplemental-environmental-impact-report/

The Line has had no local traffic for some time. The Line is stub-ended and does not
handle overhead traffic. The Line was used for storing empty freight cars which will now
be stored in other locations as needed. ‘Therefore, there will be no change to any freight
service provided on the Line. Because of the lack of traffic on the Line, only very limited

maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and jeopardize

LACMTA'’s desires to extend its current light rail service eastward.

HISTORIC REPORT

1L

A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action.

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.
A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding

area

The subject Line extends approximately 4.85 miles between Milepost 124.20, just east of

the Santa Anita Blvd. at-grade crossing in Arcadia, and Milepost 119.35, just east of the San

Gabriel River, in Irwindale, in Los Angeles County, California. The average width of the right-

of-way is generally 100 feet, 50 feet on each side of the centerline of the Line. The width

decreases on some segments between 50 feet to 75 feet on each side of the centerline and then

changes back to 100 feet wide. There are federally granted rights of way involved.


http://www.foothillextension.org/constmction

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area.

There are six bridges on the Line. See attached Exhibit J.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known.

There are six bridges on the Line. See attached Exhibit J.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

On September 5, 1883, the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Valley Rail Road Company
(“LASGV™) was incorporated in California. On May 20, 1887, LASGV was consolidated
into California Central Railway Company (“CCR”). On November 7, 1889, CCR was
consolidated into Southern California Railway Company (“SCR”). On January 17, 1906,
SCR property was sold to The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company ("ATSF”).
In 1996, the Burlington Northern Railroad Company merged with ATSF to become The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company, which name was changed to BNSF

Railway Company in 2005.

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic.

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment
maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are too large for practical
reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register

of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and



the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities).

By letter dated April 29, 2011, BNSF contacted the Office of Historic Preservation,
California State Parks (“SHPO”) in reference to the proposed abandonment and as of the date of

this report has not received a reply. A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit K.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the
surrounding terrain.

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any
archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would

have been affected at that time. Our records do not indicate any environmental conditions

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native American).

If any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary

information.
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Chapter 1. Executive Summary

1.1 Background

The Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority (the “Authority”) previously
prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIS/EIR)
for the Gold Line Foothill Extension Project (the “Project”). The Gold Line Foothill Extension is
referred to as Phase 2 of the overall Gold Line Foothill Extension Project and, at complete build
out, would span from the cities of Pasadena to Montclair. The Foothill Extension Project was
divided into two subsequent phases: Phase 2A, spanning from Pasadena to Azusa, and Phase 2B,
spanning from Azusa to Montclair. In conjunction with the Authority’s decision to proceed with
Phase 2A, a Final EIR was prepared based on the Draft EIS/EIR and was certified in 2007, though
only for the purposes of extension’s Phase 2A. Because no federal action or funding is involved in
Phase 2A, no NEPA action is required. The portion of the Phase 2A from Pasadena to Azusa
includes 11.5 miles of track through six cities (Pasadena, Arcadia, Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale, and
Azusa), six stations, and the construction of 2 new Maintenance and Operation Facility (M&O
Facility).

The Gold Line Phase I1 Pasadena to Montclair-Foothill Extension Final Environmental Impact Report (2007
Final EIR) previously analyzed the Maintenance and Operations Facility (M&O Facility) at a
different location, and construction was planned to be part of Phase 2B. However, current planning
calls for completion and operation of the M&O Facility as part of Phase 2A, with a potential site in
the City of Monrovia having been identified. Nonetheless, the previously identified Coors-Miller
Brewery Company site in Irwindale is analyzed as an alternative to the Monrovia site, as part of the
alternatives analysis required by CEQA.

In addition to the M&O Facility relocation, other Phase 2A refinements have been identified after
certification of the 2007 Final E1R. These include the realignment of Mountain Avenue at Duarte
Road, the relocation of parking structures at the Monrovia and Irwindale LRT stations, replacement
of the North Colorado Boulevard Bridge, and the replacement of the San Gabriel River Bridge.
Since only minor additions or changes to the 2007 Final EIR would occur as a result of the
proposed project revisions, a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) to the 2007 Final
EIR will be prepared to provide environmental clearance for the M&O Facility and other Phase 2A
refinements,

L]
1.2 Study Area Refinements
All proposed construction and improvements would occur within the Pasadena to Azusa portion of
the Project. The 2007 Final EIR included analysis of an M&O Facility in the City of Irwindale
adjacent to and west of the Miller-Coors Brewing Company facility. Since publication of the 2007
Final EIR, a new site has been identified. The M&O Facility would now be located in the City of
Monrovia on a 27-acre tract of land located south of East Evergreen Avenue (frontage road to 1-210
freeway), west of Shamrock Avenue, north of Duarte Road, and east of South California Avenue.
At present, two options (Option A and B) for the M&O Facility design are being considered for the
Monrovia site. Option A would occupy 27 acres, whereas Option B would occupy 24 acres. The

¥ Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension-M&O Facility SEIR 1-1
mmtd DecemberSepterber 2010




Executive Summary

primary difference between the two options is that Option B would not require a 3.0 acre tract of
land located in the southeast portion of the study area, which is currently put to an industrial use,
and would reduce project costs. Although the 2007 Final EIR included analysis of parking for each
LRT station, relocated parking facilities are currently being proposed at the Monrovia and Irwindale
LRT stations due to site constraints at the previously identified locations. The realignment of
Mountain Avenue at Duarte Road, the replacement of the North Colorado Boulevard Bridge, and
replacement of the San Gabriel River Bridge are also proposed due to design constraints discovered
since the 2007 Final EIR was certified. Each of these additional refinements will be analyzed
accordingly in this deaft SEIR.

13 Project Objectives

This project is being developed by the Authority to support operations of the Metro Gold Line and
other light rail transit systems. Specific objectives of the project include:

M&O Facility refinements:

. Develop a maintenance and operations facility yard to accommodate LRT system
capacity and storage requirements,

. Provide facilities to perform routine and special maintenance for Light Rail Vehicles
(LRVs),

. Provide facilities to perform light and heavy duty LRV fleet repairs, and
. Provide storage facilities for LRVs including facilities to house the trains overnight.

Other refinements:

. Realign the Mountain Ave./Duarte Rd. intersection to improve safety,

° Relocate parking at Monrovia Station to better accommodate the City of Monrovia’s
future transit oriented development (TOD),

. Relocate parking location and configuration at Irwindale station and improve safety
and constructability at the Irwindale Station,

. Replace the Colorado Boulevard Bridge to address structural issues and minimize
property requirements, and

. Replace the San Gabriel River Bridge design.

Furthermore, the Authority strives for the M&O Facility in Monrovia to be designed and
constructed to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED?) Silver Certification.
The LEED?® certification program encourages and accelerates global adoption of sustainable “green”
buildings and development practices, recognizing projects that implement strategies for better
environmental and health performance. As such, these facilities will be constructed to minimize
environmental impacts.

* Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension-M&O Facility SEIR 1-2
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1.4 Project Alternatives Discussion

A number of alternatives were initially evaluated during the Alternatives Analysis portion of studies
conducted for the Gold Line Foothill Extension (Gold Line Phase I1 Extension Pasadena to
Claremont Alternatives Analysis, Final Draft Report, dated January 9, 2003). The alternatives
analysis for the Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2 is described in detail in the 2007 Final EIR.

The 2007 Final EIR previously analyzed the M&O Facility at a different location (City of Irwindale,
Miller-Coors Brewery property), and construction was planned to be part of Phase 2B. However,
current planning calls for completion and operation of the M&O Facility as part of Phase 2A, with a
potential site in the City of Monrovia having been identified. Nonetheless, the previously identified
Miller-Coors Brewery Company Irwindale site is analyzed as an alternative to the Monrovia site, as
part of the alternatives analysis required by CEQA. This site is described below and is referred to as
M&O Facility in Irwindale (Alternative 2).

Similar to the proposed M&O Facility in Monrovia (Option A and B), Alternative 2 would support
.operations of the Metro Gold Line and other light rail transit systems. The M&O Facility in
Irwindale (Alternative 2) is described in the following section and is shown in Figure 5-1. This

ternative was analvzed in the 1n and 1or the purposes ot the ot the
alternati lyzed in the 2007 Final EIR and for the purposes of the DeafeSEIR for th

Foothill Extension Phase 2A Project refinements and is being evaluated as an alternative to the
proposed M&O Facility in Monrovia, as described in Chapter 3 Project Description.

1.5 Environmental Process
The SEIR was prepared following input from affected agencies and members of the public. In

| accordance with Section $506315082 of the CEQA Guidelines, a notice of preparation (NOP) was

prepared and distributed to responsible and affected agencies and other interested parties for public
review. The public review period for the NOP began on May 17, 2010, and ended on July 2, 2010.
The NOP was also posted in the Authority’s office and sent to the State Clearinghouse at the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research to officially solicit statewide agency participation in
determining the scope of the SEIR (SCH# 2003061157). In addition, the NOP was sent to agencies
along the Phase 2A corridor. The NOP also included a project description as well as description of
alternatives and potential environmental impacts. A public notice was published in the San Gabrie/
Vealley Tribune on June 9, 2010, providing details of scoping meetings held on June 16 and June 17,
2010 in Monrovia and Irwindale, respectively, and soliciting comments on the scope of the SEIR.
Additionally, postcards were sent to property owners within the vicinity of the proposed Project
refinements to notify them of the Project and the scoping meetings. Written comments submitted
at the scoping meeting are contained in Appendix A.

The Draft SEIR wasis-being- distributed directly to numerous agencies, organizations, and interested
groups and persons for formal comment during the review period. The Draft SEIR was #s also
available for review online at http://www.metrogoldline.org/SEIR_page.html and at the following
locations: '

o Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority: 406 East Huntington
Drive, Suite 202, Monrovia, California 91016
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. City of Monrovia, Planning Division: 415 South Ivy Avenue, Monrovia, CA 91016
° City of Arcadia Planning Department: 240 W. Huntington Drive Arcadia, CA 91007

. City of Irwindale Planning Department: 5050 North lrwindale Avenue Irwindale, CA
91706

. City of Duarte Planning Department: 1600 Huntington Drive Duarte, CA 91010

The Authority wil} received public input on the Project and the SEIR at a hearing on October 27,
2010 at 4:00 PM.

This SEIR was is-being circulated for public review and comment for a period of 7845 days. During
this period, comments on environmental issues raised in the SEIR;-2ad along with the SEIR’s
accuracy and completeness were may-be submitted to the lead agency at the following address:

Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority
ATTN: Lisa Levy Buch, Director of Public Affairs
406 East Huntington Drive, Suite 202, Monrovia, California 91016

| Formal comments on the SEIR were smust-be submitted and delivered to the address above by 5 pm
on the last day of the public review period identified in the Notice of Availability. Upon completion

| of the public review period, a final SEIR was will-be prepared that-wilt included the comments on
the Draft SEIR received during the formal public review period as well as responses to those
comments and revisions to the Draft SEIR, if any, that are necessary to address issues raised in the
comments.

| Prior to approval of the proposed i_’_project, the Authority-wilt considered whether to certify that the
SEIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA, that the Authority has reviewed and
considered the information in the SEIR, and that the SEIR teflects the independent judgment of the
Authority.

1.6 Summary of Impacts and Mitigation by Refinement

The below table summarizes the impacts and associated mitigations, where applicable, for the
proposed project refinements.
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