
LOUIS E. GITOMER 
Lou@lgraillaw.com 

MELANIE B. YASBIN 

Melanic@lgraillaw.com 
410-296-22Q5 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOUIS E. GITOMER, LLC. 

March 10, 2015 

Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

600 BALTIMORE AVENUE. SUITE 301 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022 

(410) 296-2250. (202) 466-6532 
FAX (410) 332-0885 

RE: AB- 55 (Sub-No. 741X), CSX Transportation, Inc.-Abandonment Exemption-in 
Raleigh County, WV 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

On or about March 13, 2015, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation 
Board ("STB'') a notice of exemption seeking authority for CSX Transportation, Inc. ("CSXT") 
to abandon an approximately 15.12-mile rail line on the Southern Region, Huntington East 
Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision, between milepost 
CLP 0.0 and milepost CLP 15.12 near Whitesville, in Raleigh County, WV. 

Enclosed for electronic filing are the Environmental Report and the Historic Report both 
of which describe the proposed action and any expected environmental and/or historical effects, 
as well as maps of the affected area. The Environmental Report was mailed via first class mail 
or sent electronically to the parties required under 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 on January 27, 2015. The 
Historic Report was mailed via first class mail to the parties required under 49 C.F.R. 1105.S(c) 
on January 20, 2015. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. :./? /,,, 
,,:>/·· / ... -:/, .. - ' , -_./::-. .. ·.·; ~< .. 
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Melanie B. Yasbin 
Attorney for CSX Transportation, Inc. 

Enclosures 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
Raleigh County, West Virginia 
Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 741X) 

The following information is provided in accordance with 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.7: 

{1) PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and 
any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also 
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, 
detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

CSX Transportation (CSXT) proposes to abandon 15.12 miles of its rail 
Line between Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0, near Whitesville, and the end of 
track located at Railroad Milepost CLP 15.12, near Clear Creek, Raleigh 
County, West Virginia , herein after referred to as "the Line." 

The Line has not generated any originating or terminating traffic in over 
Twenty One years; however the principal commodity previously 
transported over the Line was coal. 

As further information, this Line segment received Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) approval for a discontinuance of service on July 19, 2002 
under docket number AB-55 (Sub-No. 640X) and a STB abandonment 
decision served October 21, 2005 under docket number AB-55 (Sub-No. 
661X) . The 2005 abandonment was never officially consummated and the 
abandonment lapsed. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be 
required before service on the line could be reinstated. There are dormant 
coal reserves in the area. Several groups have expressed interest in 
acquiring the Line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking 
(NITU) with the STB. An NITU will allow for the salvage of the track, ties 
and signal equipment while also rail banking the right-of-way for future 
reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the coal reserves in 
the vicinity becomes active. Trail-related structures, such as bridges, 
trestles, culverts and tunnels will not be salvaged. 

Abandonment of this Line will result in the removal of the rail, crossties, 
and possibly the upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not intend to disturb 
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any sub grade or sub grade structures. Finally, the operations and mainte
nance of this Line will cease. 

The only alternative would be not to abandon and to pass the opportunity 
costs of retaining the Line to all other CSXT customers. This would not be 
a prudent utilization of carrier resources. 

A map which delineates the proposed project is attached. (See 
Attachment 1) 

Further attached is a distribution list of all parties who have received a 
copy of this report. (See Attachment 2) 

-

2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
- -

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation 
systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will 
be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed 
action. 

There is no passenger or freight traffic on this Line. Since there has not 
been any traffic on this Line in over Twenty One years, there will be no 
effect on existing regional or local transportation systems or patterns. 

- -- -

(3) LAND USE _ _ _ 

(1} Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or 
a review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use 
plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

Applicant received a response dated December 30, 2014 and 
February 6, 2015 from Governor Earl Ray Tomblin stating "your 
correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate division in 
my office for further review." (See Attachment 3) 

Applicant received a response dated February 20, 2015 from the 
Raleigh County Extension Agent-Community Development stating 
"As per our conversation, I feel there is interest for a NITU 
regarding the line." (See Attachment 4) 

Applicant has not received a response to its December 22, 2014 
or January 27, 2015 letter to the West Virginia Department of 
Transportation State Rail Authority requesting information 



regarding this statement. (See Attachment 5) 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 741X) 
Page 3 of 8 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the 
effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

Applicant has not received a response to its December 22, 2014 
or January 27, 2015 inquirires to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) . 
(See Attachment 6) 

Applicant received a response from the previous abandonment 
filing STB Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture NRCS stating "The site does not impact 
Prime or Unique Farmland, Statewide Important Farmland or 
Locally Important Farmland". (See previous Environment Report 
Attachment 7) 

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal 
zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. 

The State of West Virginia does not have a Coastal Zone 
Management Program. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right of 
way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and 
explain why. 

The properties proposed to be abandoned may be suitable for 
other public purposes, but may be subject to reversionary interests 
that may affect transfer of title for other than rail purposes. 

- - - -

(4) ENERGY _ 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources. 

The proposed action will have no effect on the movement and/or 
recovery of energy resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed action will have no effect on the movement and/or 
recovery of recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in 
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The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in 
overall energy efficiency. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of 
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail 
carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected Line, quantify the 
resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

There will be no diversion of rail traffic to motor carriage. 

5) AIR _ 

'(i ) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) an increase in rail traffic of 
at least 100% (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at 
least eight trains a day on any segment of rail Line affected by the 
proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured 
by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 
10% of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment area under the 
Clean Air Act; and will it result in either: (A) an increase in rail traffic of a 
least 50% (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least 
three trains a day on any segment of rail Line, or (B) an increase in rail 
yard activity of a least 20% (measured by carload activity), or (C) an 
average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether 
any expected increased emissions are within the parameters established 
by the State Implementation Plan. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(iii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and 
freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity, the frequency 
of service; safety practices (including any speed restriction); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, 
accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and 
the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the 
event of a collision or derailment. 

Not applicable. 

- - - -

(6) NOl~E _ _ 
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If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state 
whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels 
of three decibels Ldn or more, or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn 
or greater. If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, 
residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and 
quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

-

(7) SAFETY - - - -- -

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

Applicant believes that the abandonment will result in an 
improvement to public safety by the elimination of twenty- five road 
crossings. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the 
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are 
being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous 
compounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, 
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous 
materials. 

Not applicable. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 
been known hazardous material spills on the right of way, identify the 
location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

Applicant's records do not indicate any known hazardous material 
spills or hazardous waste sites. 

-

8} BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

1(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state 
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, 
describe the effects. 
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Applicant has not received a response to its December 22, 2014 
or January 27, 2015 inquiries to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in Hadley, MA requesting information regarding this statement. 
(See Attachment 8) 

Applicant received a response from the previous abandonment 
filing STB Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Elkins, West 
Virginia, stating "No federally listed endangered and threatened 
species are expected to be impacted by the project." (See 
previous Environment Report Attachment 7) 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

Based upon Applicant's review of the area, the Line is not within 
any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or 
forests . 

-

'_ 9) WATE~ _ ___ , 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water 
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

Applicant has not received a response to its December 22, 2014 
or January 27, 2015 inquiries to the West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection Division of Water and Waste 
Management requesting information regarding this statement. 
(See Attachment 9) 

Applicant received a response dated August 15, 2005 from the 
Office of Water Resources, WV Division of Environmental 
Protection, Charleston, West Virginia, stating "Based on the 
information and description provided, we concur with your 
determination that permits are not required for this activity." (See 
previous Environment Report Attachment 7) 

Applicant does not contemplate any action known to be 
inconsistent with federal, state and/or local water quality 
standards. Any necessary permits or applications will be obtained 
as well as compliance with conditions or procedures required by 
regulatory agencies. 
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(ii) Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, state 
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) 
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated 
wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

Applicant received a response dated January 7, 2015 from U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers stating "Therefore under Section 404, a 
Department of the Army (DA) authorization may be required." (See 
Attachment 10) 

Applicant received a response dated February 6, 2015 from the 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers stating "Therefore, a DA permit is 
not required from this office for the proposed activity". (See 
Attachment 11) 

Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of material will be 
accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with 
existing public and private crossings, and no new access roads are 
contemplated. Applicant does not intend to disturb any of the 
underlying road-bed or perform any activities that would cause 
sedimentation or erosion of the soil, and do not anticipate any 
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. The 
crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from the rail 
line and will not be discarded along the right of way nor be placed 
or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such 
waterways. Also, during track removal, appropriate measures will 
be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or 
any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways. 

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 
1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental 
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits 
are required). 

10. MITIGATION 

Applicant has not received a response to its December 22, 2014 
or January 27, 2015 inquiries to the U.S. Regional EPA Office in 
Philadelphia, PA requesting information regarding this statement. 
(See Attachment 12) 

Based upon the course of action described in Section 9 (ii), 
Applicant believes that a permit under Section 402 of the Clean 
Water Act may not be required. 

- -

- -

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
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Applicant does not believe there will be any adverse environmental 
impacts in the project area as a result of this abandonment. However, 
Applicant will comply with reasonable State and Federal regulations and 
obtain any necessary permits required. 
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Attachment 2 

CSXT Abandonment External Distribution List 
Jarrolds Valley 

U S Department of Agricu lture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
465 Ragland Road 
Beckley, WV 25801 

U.S Army Corps of Engineers 
Huntington District 

502 8th Street 

Huntington, WV 25701-2070 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Northeast Regional Office 

300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035-9589 

Raleigh County, West Virgina 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

State Rail Authority 
Ms. Cindy Butler 
120 Water Plant Drive 

Moorefield , WV 26836 

U.S. EPA 

Region 3 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

National Park Service-Northeast Region 

U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Water and Waste Management Office of the Governor-Earl Ray Tomblin 

601 57th Street State Capitol 
Charleston, WV 25304 1900 Kanawha Blvd, East 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Raleigh County Commission 

116 1/2 Heber Street 
Beckley, WV 25801 



EARL RA Y TOMBLIN 

GOVERNOR 

Ms. Jo A1rn Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 
CSX 
500 Water Street-J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202-4423 

Dear Ms. Burroughs: 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

I 900 KANAWH A BOULEVARD, EAST 

CHARLESTON, WV 25305 

(304) 558 - 2000 

December 30, 2014 

Attachment 3 

Thank you for contacting my office. I appreciate your thoughts and concerns, and 
particularly the time you took to send them to me. 

Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate division in my office for 
further review. 

Please accept my most sincere best wishes for the future. 

ERT:fmt 

Earl Ray Tomblin 
Governor 



EAR L RAY T OMBLIN 

GOVERNOR 

Ms. Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 
CSX 
500 Water Street-J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202-4423 

Dear Ms. Burroughs: 

Attachment 3 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

I 900 KANAW H A B O U L E VARD, E AST 

CHARLEST O N, WV 25305 

(304) 558-2000 

February 6, 2015 

Thank you for contacting my office. I appreciate your thoughts and concerns, and 
particularly the time you took to send them to me. 

Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate division in my office for 
fm1her review. 

Please accept my most sincere best wishes for the future. 

ERT:fmt 

Earl Ray Tomblin 
Governor 



Burroughs, JoAnn 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Hello Jo, 

Attachment 4 

David E. Rotenizer <drotenizer@wvstateu.edu> 

Friday, February 20, 2015 2:25 PM 
Burroughs, JoAnn 
RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 
741X) 

Follow up 

It was a delight speaking with you today. 

As per our conversation, I feel there is interest for a NITU regarding the line, 

My mailing address: 

The Attar Center 

200 Main Street 

Beckley, WV 25801 

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Thanks, 
-David 

David E. Rotenizer 
Raleigh County Extension Agent - Comm unity Deve lopment 

West Virginia State University Extension Service 
EXTENDING K NOWLEDGE. CH ANGING LIVES. www.W VStateU .edu/extension 

(304) 929 . 2010 [Office] ** (276) 732. 5359 [Cell] 

In Partnership with: 
New River Gorge Regional Development Authority 
Working to diversify the economy and strengthen comn1w1ities within the New River GorDe region of West 
Virginia . Serving Fayette, Nicho/os, Roleigh ond Summers counties. 

Conloct us or /eorn more ot www.NRGRDA.org 

1 
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Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

December 22 , 2014 

Attachment 5 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

State Rail Authority 

Ms. Cindy Butler 

120 Water Plant Drive 

Moorefield, WV 26836 

Dear Ms. Butler 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonvllle, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

lail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville , Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X) . 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated. There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board. An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold while 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor. 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations [49 C.F.R. 

1105.7(3) (i)] require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement: 



- -

[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

"Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 

review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, please state 

whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Please 

describe any inconsistencies." 

CSXT would appreciate your comments regarding current and future land use in relationship to 

the Line. As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the 

coming weeks which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any 

comments received from your office. This environmental report can be sent electronically by 

email or through the United States Postal Service (USPS). Please email Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

if you wish to receive the report electronically. If we do not receive notification , it will be mailed via 

USPS. 

Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 



-

[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• - -

Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

January 27, 2015 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

State Rail Authority 

Ms. Cindy Butler 

120 Water Plant Drive 

Moorefield, WV 26836 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail : Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 741X) 

Please be advised that on or about February 17, 2015 CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is 

considering to file with the Surface Transportation STB (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking 

authority to abandon common carrier obligation in the Southern Region, Huntington East Division, 

Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to 

CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West 

Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

Attached is a preliminary Environmental Report describing the proposed action and includes 

information we have received from your agencies. We are providing this report so that you may 

review the information that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of 

this proceeding. Before this Report is finalized and submitted to the STB, we will incorporate into 

it any comments that we receive from you. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 

evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If any of the information is 

incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing , or if you have any questions about 

the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 

(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, NW, Washington , DC 20423, telephone (202) 

245-0230 and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations 

impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your comments to OEA (with copy to me) 

within twenty days, would be appreciated. 



! [ CSX ] llow tomorrow moves I 

•• •• - - -

Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

For your convenience, a response form is enclosed. You may email the response to 

Jo Burroughs@CSX.com or you may return the form in the self-addressed return envelope 

which is also enclosed for your convenience. 

If your comments have not been received by February 17. 2015 CSXT will take the position before 

the STB that there are no environmental impacts for the proposed abandonment within your 

agency's jurisdiction. 

ff there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact me directly by telephone at 

(904) 359-124 7 or by the above email address. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Attachments 

Copy: STB - OEA, 395 E Street SW, Washington , DC 20423 



[CSX] How 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

December 22, 2014 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Attachment 6 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

465 Ragland Road 

Beckley, WV 25801 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

all: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT} is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 7 41 X) . 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated. There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board. An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold while 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 

1105.7(3) (ii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statement: 

"Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed 

action on any prime agricultural land." 



[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail : Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please advise if any of the land contiguous to CSXT's line in the project area is classified as prime 

agriculture land. 

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming weeks 

which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments received 

from your office. This environmental report can be sent electronically by email or through the 

United States Postal Service (USPS) . Please email Jo_Burroughs@csx.com if you wish to receive 

the report electronically. If we do not receive notification, it will be mailed via USPS. 

Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 



-

[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

January 27, 2015 

U S. Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

465 Ragland Road 

Beckley, WV 25801 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street-J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 741X) 

Please be advised that on or about February 17, 2014 CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is 

considering to file with the Surface Transportation STB (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking 

authority to abandon common carrier obligation in the Southern Region, Huntington East 

Division , Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision from Railroad Milepost 

CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 miles near Whitesville, Raleigh 

County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 

741X). 

Attached is a preliminary Environmental Report describing the proposed action and includes 

information we have received from your agencies. We are providing this report so that you may 

review the information that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of 

this proceeding. Before this Report is finalized and submitted to the STB, we will incorporate into 

it any comments that we receive from you. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 

evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If any of the information is 

incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about 

the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 

(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423, telephone (202) 

245-0230 and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations 

impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your comments to OEA (with copy to me) 

within twenty days, would be appreciated. 



[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

-

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

For your convenience, a response form is enclosed. You may email the response to 

Jo Burroughs@CSX.com or you may return the form in the self-addressed return envelope 

which is also enclosed for your convenience. 

If your comments have not been received by February 17, 2015 CSXT will take the position before 

the STB that there are no environmental impacts for the proposed abandonment within your 

agency's jurisdiction. 

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact me directly by telephone at 

(904) 359-1247 or by the above email address. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Attachments 

Copy: STB - OEA, 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20423 



Attachment 7 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
STB DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 661X) 

The following information is provided in accordance with 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.7: 

' - - -

1 1 _ PROPOSED ACILON AND ALTERNATIVES _ 1 

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, 
and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. 
Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a 
readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project 

CSX Transportation {CSXT) proposes to abandon 15.12 miles 
of trackage that l:s currently not in use. The propo:sed pr-oject 
is located between Jarrolds Valley Junction (Railroad Milepost 
CLP 0.0) and the end of track near Clear Creek {Railroad 
Mi1lepost CLP 15.12), Raleigh County, West Virginia, herein 
after referred to as "the line:· The line has not generated any 
or!glnating. or terminating, tr-affic in over twe·lve years, however 
the principal commodity previously transported. over the liine 
was coal. 

As further information, this line segment received Surface 
Transportation Board approval for a discontinuance of service 
on July 19, 2002 under docket number AB 55 Sub No. 640X 
and has not been used since that time. 

It is CSXT's intention to negotiate this line segment as a post
abandonment lease or sale to a coal customer for their future 
rail use. Formal abandonment of this line segment is for 
purposes of downgrading the track infrastructure. 

The only alternative would be not to abandon and downgrade the 
track, therefore CSXT retaining liability of a track not in use and to 
pass the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT 
customers. This would not be a prudent utilization of carrier 
resources. 

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are attached. 
(See Attachments 1 and 2.) 



'i TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 661 X) 
Page 2of7 

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation 
systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) 
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the 
proposed action. 

There is no CSXT passenger or freight traffic on this line. There 
will be no effect on existing regional or local transportation 
systems or patterns. 

3 LAND USE . ' ' . - - . ' ' I 

{i.) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by such 
agencies, state whether the proposed action is consistent with 
existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

Applicant has not received a response to its August 10, 
2005 inquiry to the Raleigh County Planning Department 
seeking information regarding this statement. (See 
Attachment 3.) 

Based on the fact that the line has not generated any traffic 
in over twelve years, Applicant believes the proposed action 
is not inconsistent with local land use plans. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, state 
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

Apprtcant. rece1ved a response dated July 26, 2005 to its 
August 10, 2005 inquiry to the U.S. ~partment of 
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation S-ervice for 
Raleigh County, West Virginia, stating 'The abov:e 
referenced site does not impact Prime or Unique Farmland, 
Statewlde lmparfant Fam1Jand, or Locally Important 
Farmland." (See Attachment 4.) 

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal 
zone, include the coastal zone infonnation required by 1105.9. 

The State of West Virginia does not have a coastal zone 
management program. 



CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 661 X) 
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(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the 
right of' way is suita.b'le· for :ei lternatiVe public use under 49 U.S .. C. 
10906 and exp'lain why. 

The properties to be abandoned may be suitable for other 
public purposes, but may be subject to reversionary 
interests that may affect transfer of title for other than rail 
purposes. 

4 ENERGY . ' ' I 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of 
energy resources. 

Since this line has not been needed or used in over 
fourteen years for the transportation of coal, Applicant does 
not anticipate any adverse impact on the future 
transportation of energy resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commod
ities. 

The proposed action will have no effect on the movement 
and/or recovery of recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or 
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

The proposed action will not result in an increase or 
decrease in overall energy efficiency. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor 
carriage of more than: (A) 1,·000 rail carloads a year; or (B), an 
average of 50 rail carloads per miile per year for any part of the 
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy 
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at 
the figure given. 

There will be no diversion of rail traffic to motor carriage. 



CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 661 X) 
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5 __ ArR __ - - - · - - -

(i) ff the proposed action will result in either: ·(A) an increase in rail 
traffic of at least 100% (measured :in g11oss ton mUes annuatly) or an 
Increase of at least eight tr-ains a day on any seg:ment ·Of raU Jine 
affected by the p:roposal, or (B) an increase in rai[ yard actM~ of at 
least 100%, (measured by c.arfoad activity), or (C) an. average increase 
In truck traffic of more than 10% of the average daily traffic or 501 

vehicles a day on any affected road segment quantify the a ntlcipated 
effect on air emissions. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(ii) !If the proposed action affects a c'lass ' or non-atta.fnment .area under 
the Crean Air Act; and will it result in either: (A) an increase Jn rail 
traffic of a least 50% (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an 
Increase of at least three b'.ains a d'ay on any segment of ran Hne,. or 
1(Bj an Increase In rail ya.rd activity of a least 20% (measured by 
carload activity), or (C) an average increase in ·truck traffic of more 
than 10% of Ole average daily tra.mc or 50 veh*cles a day on a given 
road segment, then state whether any expected increased emissions 
are within the parameters ·established by the State Jmplementation 
Plan. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(iii) Jf transporta.tion of ozone depleting materiars (such as nitrogen oxide 
and freon)' is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity, the 
frequency of service; safety practices (including .an1y speed 
restriction); the ap:pHcanfs safety record (to the extent availiabJe) on 
deraUme:nts,. accidents and spills· contingency plans to deal wHh 
accide;nlal spills; and the likelihood O·f an accidental :release of ozone 
dep1eting1 materials fn the event of a coUision or derailment 

Not applicable. 
- - -

6 NOISE _ _ 

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,. 
state whe.ther ·the proposed action wiH cause: (Q an incremental increase in 
noise revels of three decibels Ldn or more,, or (ii) an increase to a noise level of 
65 dec.ibels Ldn ·0 1r greater. If so, identify sensitive r1eceptors (e.g., schools, 
libra.rias, hospitals, residences, retirement communitiesr and nursing homes) in 
the project area,. and quantify the noise ncrea_se for these reoeprors ff the 
thresholds are surpassed. 

The above thresholds will not be exceeded. 



CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 
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- - - - ~ 

7 SAFETY · . _ ·. _ -

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and 
safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

Applicant betieves that the a b.an:donment w ll result. in an 
improvement to public safety by the elimination of twenty
five road crossings. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are ·expected to be transported,, identify: the 
materials and quantity;. the frequency of service; whether ·Chem·cals 
are being transported tha~ if Plixed, 1could react to form more 
hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed 
restrictions.); the appHcanrs safety record (to the extent available} on 
cferaifments. accrdents and ha211rdous spills; the contingency ;plans 
to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an acc:idental 
release of hazardous materials. 

Not applicable. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there 
have been known hazardous material spills on the right of way, 
identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous 
materials involved. 

Applicant's records do not indicate any hazardous waste 
sites or sites where there have been hazardous material 
spills on this line segment. 

- - -

·a BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES _ __ , 

(1) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state 
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered 
or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if 
so, describe the effects. 

Applicant received a response dated August 11, 2005 from 
the U. S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife 
SeNice, Elkins, West Virginia , stating "No federally listed 
endangered and threatened species are expected to be 
impacted by the project." (See Attachment 5.) 



CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Environmental Report 

Docket AB-55 (Sub. No. 661 X) 
Page 6 of 7 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuarie-.s or refuges, National or State parks 
or forests WiH 'be .affected.,. and describe any effects. 

9 . WATER 

Based upon Applicant's review of the area, the line is not 
within any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 
parks or forests. 

(f) Based on consultation with State water quality oftiicia~. state whether 
·the proJ>OSed a.ction is ·cons;stent wHh applicabte Federal, State or 
'local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

Applicant received a response dated August 15, 2005 from 
the Office of Water Resources1 VN DMsion of 
Environmental Protection, Charleston, West Virginia, stating 
"Based on the information and description provided, we 
concur with your detennination that permits are not required 
for this activity." (See Attachment 6.) 

Applicant does not contemplate any action known to be 
inconsistent with federal, state and/or local water quality 
standards. Any necessary permits or applications will be 
obtained as well as compliance with conditions or 
procedures required by regulatory agencie.s. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U. S. Army Corps of En.gineers, state 
whether pennits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any 
designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected. 
Describe the effects. 

Applicant has not received a response to its inquiry of 
August 10, 2005, to the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers in 
Huntington, West Virginia seeking information regarding this 
statement. (See Attachment 7 .) 

Applicant is not aware of any d·eslg.na.ted wetlands or 100-
year flood plains within the proposed project. 

Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of material 
will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, 
along with existing public and private crossings, and no new 
access roads are contemplated. We do not intend to 
disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any 
activities that would. cause sedimentation or erosion of the 
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soil, and do not anticipat,e .any dredg:lng or use of fill in the 
removal of the track material. The cmssties and/or other 
debris will be tr.ansported away from the rail line and 'Nill not 
be discarded along the right of way nor be placed or left in 
streams o.r wetlands, or along the banks of suoh waterways. 
Also, during trac-k removal, appropriate measures will be 
implemented to prevent or control spiUs from fuels, 
lubricants or any other pollutant materials f:rom entering any 
watervitays. Based upon this course ·Of action, Applicant 
does not believe a penn1t under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act will be required. 

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants 
should contact the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency or the 
state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they are 
unsure whether such permits are required). 

10. MITIGATION 

Applicant received a response d~ted August 15j 2005, from 
the Office o.f Water Resources, VW Division of 
Environmental Protection, Chal1eston, West Virginia, stating 
"Based on the infbrmation and description provided, we 
concur w11h your determination that permits are nol required 
for.this activity. "{See Atta:chment 6.) 

Applicant has not received a response to its August 10, 
2005, letter to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 3, Philadelphia, PA, seeking information regarding 
this statement. (See Attachment 8.) 

Based upon the course of action described in Section 9 (ii), 
Applicant does not believe a permit under Section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act will be required. 

-

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental 
impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

Applicant does not anticipate any adverse environmental impacts 
in the project area as a result of this abandonment, however, if 
mitigation is necessary, Applicant will comply with State and 
Federal regulations and obtain any necessary permits required. 
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CSX: 
TRANSPORTATION 

Dave Geraci 
Manager· Network Ratlonalizatlon 

County Planning Department 
Raleigh Count;i Courthouse 
215 Main Street 
Beckley, WV 25801 

Gentlemen: 

July 12, 2005 

500 Water Street - J200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1086 

FAX: (904) 359·1111 
E-Mail: Oave_Geracl@CSX.com 

Attachment 3 

Please be advised, that CSX Transportation, foe. is considering an abandonment, for purposes 
of downgrading track status, on a portion of its rail line from Jarrolds Valley to the end of 
track near Clear Creek, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. it is 
CSXTs intentions to negotiate this line segment for a post-abandonment lease or sale to a 
coal company for future rail use. 

As information, this line segment was approved for a discontinuance of s,ervice under Surface 
Transportation Board ("Board") Docket Number AB 55 Sub No. 620X on July 19, 2002. 

Th is action requires Surface Transportation Boa.rd .approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 
1105.7(3)(i) require that we develop a response to the following statement: 

~Based on consultation wi.th local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 
review of the official planning documents prepared by such age cies, state 
whether the ptoposed action is consist nt with ·existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies." 

I would appreciate your advice as to the existence of a long-range comprehensive planning 
map for Raleigh County and the line's relationship to such planning. 

Sincerely, 

Attachment 



United States Department of Agriculture 
......................................... llllil!ll!IJ;Bmllll»ll!- ~~ 

N RCS 
Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

465 Ragland Road 
Beckley, WV 2580 I 

Dave Geraci 
CSX Transportation 
500 Water Street 
Jacksonville, FL 

J200 
32202 

Attachment 4 

RE: Abandonment of rail line from Jarrolds Valley to Clear 
Creek, STB Docket # AB 55 Sub No. 620X, Raleigh County, 
WV 

July 26 1 2005 

Mr. Geraci: 

The above referenced site does not impact Prime or 
Unique Farmland 1 Statewide Important Farmland 1 or Locally 
Important Farmland. If you have any f ur ther quest i ons , 
please contact me anytime. 

Sincerely, 

Robert N. Pate 
Resource Soil Scientist 
Robert . Pate@wv .usda . gov 

T he Unit d ta.te · Departm~nt of Ag·rk 1dture USDA) p.rollibits cli riminalio11 in all its progrnm 
a nd activities on the bn is of race olor; n~tioul origi11i gendel:', religion, ag.e disab ility, politica.I 
beliefs 1Pxm1I orientnHon, and m rita.I. or fan1itia l statu!i . (Not aU ·pr>0h.iblted bases app ly to all 
programs. Perso ns with di ahnities ' .h r equire at e native me.11n for commun.knfo.m orprogrnm 
information, (Braille, large print, aud io tape, etc,) should cont~t ct USl)A. T _RGET center at 
(202)720-2600 {voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 141

h and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington DC 20250-9410, or call (202)720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 



United States Department of the Interior 

Mr. David Geraci, Manager 
Network Rationalization 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
500 Water.Street - J200 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

West Virginia Field Office 
694 Beverly Pike 

Elkins, West Virginia 26241 

August 11, 2005 

Re : Raleigh County Rail Line Abandonment 

Dear Mr. Geraci: 

Attachment 5 

This responds to your information request of July 12, 2005 regarding he potential impacts of a proposed 
project on wetlands and federally listed endangered and threatened species and species of concern. CSX 
Transportation, Inc. proposes abandonment of a portion of its rail line from Jarrolds Valley to the end of 
the track near Clear Creek, in Raleigh County, West Virginia. These comments are provided pursuant to 
the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) . 

No federally listed endangered and threatened species are expected to be impacted by the project. 
Therefore , no biological as·essmenc or further ection 7 cons.ultat.ion under the Endangered Species A.cl is 
requirec: wi h the Fish and WildHfo erv ice. 'hou!d proje,ct pl.ans change, o if additional [nforrnation on 
hsted and proposed species become: available, this determination may be n.:considel'ed _ A c.onipi latlon of 
federally listed endangered and threatened species in West Virginia is enclosed for your information . 

De fi ni ti ve de terminations of the presence of waters of the United States, including wetlands, in the project 
area and the need for permits, if any, are made by the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers. They may be 
contacted at : Huntington District, Regulatory Branch, 502 Eighth Street, Huntington, West Virginia 
25701, telephone (304)529-5710. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ms. Barbara Douglas of my staff at (304) 
636-6586, or at the letterhead address. 

omas R. Chapn 11. 

Field Supervisor 



Attachment 6 

dep 
west virginia department of environmental protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 
601 57'h Street SE 
Charleston, WV 25304-2345 

Bob Wise, Governor 
Stephanie R. Timmermeyer, Cabinet Secretary 

www.wvdep.org 
(304) 926-0495 
(304) 926-0496 fax 

August 15, 2005 

Dave Geraci, Manager- Network Rationalization 
CSX Transportation 
500 Water Street-J200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

RE: Proposed Rail Line Abandonment 
Jarrolds Valley to Clear Creek, Raleigh County 

Dear Mr. Geraci: 

This office received your letter dated July 12, 2005, requesting confirmation that the 
above referenced activity does not require permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33" 
U.S .C. 1342). The letter was forwarded to me for response. 

Based on the information and description provided, we concur with your determination 
that permits are not required for this activity. 

Should you have any further questions, please contact me at the Oak Hill Field Office 
(304) 465-1919 or contact the main office as noted above. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis Hardman 
Environmental Resources Specialist 

cc: Cliff Whyte 

Promoting a healthy environment. 
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CSX: 
TRANSPORTATION 

Dave Geraci 
Manager - Network Rationalization 

District Engineer 
Attention: ORHOP-F 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
502 8th Street 
Huntington, WV 25701-2070 

Gentlemen: 

July 12, 2005 

500 Water Street - J200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1086 

FAX: (904) 359-1111 
E-Mail: Dave_Geracl@CSX.com 

Attachment 7 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. is considering an abandonment, for purposes 
of downgrading track status, on a portion of its rail line from Jarrolds Valley to the end of 
track near Clear Creek, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. It is 
CSXT's intentions to n egotiate this line segmen t for a post-abandonment lease or sale to a 
coal company for future rail use. 

As information, this line segment was approved for a discontinuance of service under Surface 
Transportation Board ("Board") Docket Number AB 55 Sub No. 620X on July 19, 2002. 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 
C.F.R. 1105.7(9)(ii) require that we develop a response to the following statement: 

"Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are 
requ ired for the propo,sed action and whe ther any designated wetlands or l 00 
year flood plains will be affected . Describe the effects ." 

Since there wilJ be no new construction or removal of rail material, and the underlying 
road bed w~ll not be d ~sturbed .. it is CSXT's position that the propos_ed project will not 
adversely impact any wetlands or 100-year flood plains, and that no permits under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) will be required. 

We wou ld appreciate your commen tsj and, ff you have any questions, please feel fre e to 
call me . 

Sincerely, 

Attachment 



TRANSPORTATION 

Dave Geraci 
Manager· Network Rationalization 

July 12, 2005 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 3 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

Gentlemen: 

500 Water Street - J200 
Jacksonvllle, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1086 

FAX: (904) 359-1111 
E-Mail: Oave_Geracl@CSX.com 

Attachment 8 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation , In c. is considering an aban donm nt,. for purposes 
of downgrading track status, on a portion of its rail line from Jarrolds Valley to the end of 
track near Clear Creek, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. It is 
CSXT's intentions to negotiate this line segment for a post-abandonment lease or sale to a 
coal company for future rail use. 

As information, this line segment was approved for a discontinuance of service under Surface 
Transportation Board ("Board") Docket Number AB 55 Sub No . 620X on July 19, 2002. 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and .Federal Regulation.s 49 C.F.R. 
1105 .7 (9) (i) and (iii) require that we develop a response to the following statements: 

(i) 111Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state 
whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal , State or 
local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies ." 

(iii) "State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 
33 U.S .C. 1342 are required for the proposed action." 

Since there will be no new construction or removal of rail material. and the unde rlying 
roadbed will not be disturbed , it is CSXT's position that the pro·posed project will not 
negatively impact any Federal, State or local water quality standards and that no permits 
under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C . 1342) are required. 

We would appreciate receiving your letter of concurrence; and, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Attachment 
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[ CSX ] Howt 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

December 22, 2014 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Northeast Regional Office 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA 01035-9589 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

Attachment 8 
500 Water Street- J-315 

Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

~ii: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated . There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board. An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold whi le 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor. 

The action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 

1105. 7 (8) (i) and (ii) requires that CSXT develop responses to the following statements: 
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E-Mail : Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

(i) Based on consultation with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether the proposed 

action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a 

critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 

affected, and describe any effects. 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate your concurrence in its position 

that there would be no adverse impact to any federally-listed endangered or threatened species, 

critical habitats, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks, or forests . 

As further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming weeks 

which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments received 

from your office. This environmental report can be sent electronically by email or through the 

United States Postal Service (USPS) . Please email Jo_Burroughs@csx.com if you wish to receive 

the report electronically. If we do not receive notification, it will be mailed via USPS. 

Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 
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•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

January 27, 2015 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Northeast Regional Office 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA 01035-9589 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 741X) 

Please be advised that on or about February 17, 2015 CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is 

considering to file with the Surface Transportation STB (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking 

authority to abandon common carrier obligation in the Southern Region, Huntington East Division, 

Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to 

CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West 

Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

Attached is a preliminary Environmental Report describing the proposed action and includes 

information we have received from your agencies. We are providing this report so that you may 

review the information that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of 

this proceeding. Before this Report is finalized and submitted to the STB, we will incorporate into 

it any comments that we receive from you. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 

evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If any of the information is 

incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about 

the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 

(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423, telephone (202) 

245-0230 and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations 

impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your comments to OEA (with copy to me) 

within twenty days, would be appreciated. 
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Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

For your convenience, a response form is enclosed. You may email the response to 

Jo Burroughs@CSX.com or you may return the form in the self-addressed return envelope 

which is also enclosed for your convenience. 

If your comments have not been received by February 17, 2015 CSXT will take the position before 

the STB that there are no environmental impacts for the proposed abandonment within your 

agency's jurisdiction. 

If there are any questions concerning this proposal , please contact me directly by telephone at 

(904) 359-1247 or by the above email address. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Attachments 

Copy: STB - OEA, 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20423 
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•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
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Attachment 9 

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 

601 57th Street 

Charleston, WV 25304 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

all : Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years . Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated. There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

·expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board . An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold while 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor. 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 

1105. 7 (9) (i) and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

(i) "Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards. Describe any inconsistencies." 
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(iii) "State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S. C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action. " 

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXT's rail 

material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing public and 

private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated . CSXT does not intend to disturb 

any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in the removal of 

the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from the rail line and 

will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along 

the banks of such waterways. During track removal , appropriate measures will be implemented to 

prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any 

watercourses. 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your concurrence 

with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State and local 

water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. As 

further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming weeks 

which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments received 

from your office. This environmental report can be sent electronically by email or through the 

United States Postal Service (USPS). Please email Jo_Burroughs@csx.com if you wish to receive 

the report electronically. If we do not receive notification, it will be mailed via USPS. 

Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action . If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 
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Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

January 27, 2015 

West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 

601 57th Street 

Charleston, WV 25304 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail : Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 741X) 

Please be advised that on or about February 17, 2015 CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is 

considering to file with the Surface Transportation STB (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking 

authority to abandon common carrier obligation in the Southern Region, Huntington East Division, 

Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to 

CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West 

Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

Attached is a preliminary Environmental Report describing the proposed action and includes 

information we have received from your agencies. We are providing this report so that you may 

review the information that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of 

this proceeding . Before this Report is finalized and submitted to the STB, we will incorporate into 

it any comments that we receive from you. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 

evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If any of the information is 

incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing , or if you have any questions about 

the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 

(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423, telephone (202) 

245-0230 and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations 

impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your comments to OEA (with copy to me) 

within twenty days, would be appreciated. 
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•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
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For your convenience, a response form is enclosed. You may email the response to 

Jo Burroughs@CSX.com or you may return the form in the self-addressed return envelope 

which is also enclosed for your convenience. 

If your comments have not been received by February 17, 2015 CSXT will take the position before 

the STB that there are no environmental impacts for the proposed abandonment within your 

agency's jurisdiction. 

If there are any questions concerning this proposal , please contact me directly by telephone at 

(904) 359-1247 or by the above email address. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Attachments 

Copy: STB - OEA, 395 E Street SW, Washington , DC 20423 



REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Attachment 10 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HUNTINGTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
502 EIGHTH STREET 

HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25701-2070 

I ' 
i 

Regulatory Division 
South/Transpo1tation Branch 
LRH-2015-25-BCR-Clear Fork 

Ms. Jo Ann Bunoughs 
CSX Transp01tation, Inc 
500 Water Street J-315 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Dear Ms. Burroughs: 

I refer to preliminary infom1ation rec ived in this office on D. cember 22, 2014, 
submitted on behalf of CSX Transpo1tation, Inc regarding a 15 .12 mile railroad abandonment 
project located near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia. This project has been assigned 
file number LRH-2015-25-BCR-Clear Fork. Please refer to this number in any future 
correspondence regarding this matter. 

his project has been reviewed in accordance with ecti n 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(Section 404) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (Section 10). Under Section 
404, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) regulates the discharge of dredged 
and/or fiH material into waters of d1e United States (U.S.), including wetlands. Under Section l 0 
our responsibility is to regulate any work in, or affecting, navigable waters of the U.S. 

Based on your description of the proposed work, and other information available, it 
appears the project may impact waters of the U.S, as defined in 33 CFR Part 328. Therefore, 
under Section 404, a Department of the Army (DA) authorization may be required. It is the 
responsibility of the applicant, or the applicant's consultant, to detennine the presence and limits 
of potential waters of the U.S. including wetlands, within the project area. 

To fmther evaluate the project additional information is required. Typically, the attached 
DA permit application form (DA fonn 4345), completed in accordance with the included 
instructions, provides the information required to evaluate the proposed project. 

Printed on ,I:\ Recycled Paper 



If you have any questions regarding DA permit requirements, please contact the South 
Regulatory Branch at (304) 399-5710. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

!A.~ Od~mY 
Regulatory Specialist 
South/Transportation Branch 



REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Attachment 11 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HUNTINGTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
502 EIGHTH STREET 

HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25701-2070 

Regulatory Division 
South/Transportation Branch 
LRH-2015-25-BCR-Clear Fork 

Ms. Jo Ann Burroughs 
CSX Transportation, Inc 
500 Water Street J-315 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Dear Ms. Burroughs: 

I refer to the preliminary Environmental Report received in this office on 
February 2, 2015 regarding a 15.12 mile railroad abandonment proj ect located near Whitesville, 
Raleigh County, West Virginia. This project has been assigned file number LRH-2015-25-BCR
Clear Fork. Please refer to this number in any future correspondence regarding this matter. 

This prnje ·t has been reviewed in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(Section 404) and ction 0 of the Rive.rs and Harbors Acr of 1899 (Section l 0 . nder eel ion 
404, the ni t d · tates Army Corps of Engineer orw regufale the di.scharge of dredged 
and/or fill rn· t ria.1 into waters of the United tates (U.S.) including w t.l ands. Under Section 0 
our - sp01 sibility i.s to regulate any worl in or affecting. navigable waters of Lhe U.S. 

The Corps originally requested additional information for the proposed railroad 
abandonment project in a letter dated January 7, 2015 . In that letter this office stated that under 
Section 404, a Department of the Army (DA) authorization may be required for the proposed 
railroad abandonment project. It is the responsibility of the applicant, or the applicant's 
consultant, to determine the presence and limits of potential waters of the U.S., including 
wetlands, within the project area. 

According to the preliminary Envirorunental Report provided by CSX Transportation, the 
proposed railroad abandonment project would not include the discharge of dredged and/or fill 
material within waters of the United States. Additionally, you stated that during the salvage 
process material will not be discarded within streams, wetlands, or along the banks of such 
waterways. 

Based on a review of the additional information you provided, we have determined the 
railroad abandonment project will neither result in discharge of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States nor involve work in, on, over or under a navigable water of the 
United States. Therefore, a DA permit is not required from this office for the proposed activity. 
However, if this determination changes and it becomes necessary perform work in, adjacent to or 

Prinled on (Ii Recycled Paper 
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under navigable waters, or to discharge dredged or fill material into waters or navigable waters 
of the U.S., including wetlands, authorization from the Corps would be required. 

We appreciate your concern for our nation's aquatic resources. If you have any questions 
concerning the above, please contact Kayla N. Adkins at (304) 399-5850, by mail at the above 
address or by email at kayla.n.adkins@usace.army.mil. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Hemann 
Regulatory Project Manager 
South/Transportation Branch 
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[ CSX ] How tom 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

December 22, 2014 

U.S. EPA 

Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

Attachment 12 
500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonvllle, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

lo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X) . 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated . There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board . An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold while 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor. 

This action requires Surface Transportation Board approval and Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 

1105. 7 (9) (i) and (iii) require that CSXT develop a response to the following statements: 

(i) "Based on consultation with State Water quality officials, state whether the 

proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality 

standards. Describe any inconsistencies." 
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Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

(iii) "State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33 U.S. C. 

1342 are required for the proposed action. " 

There are no refueling or maintenance areas within the project area. The removal of CSXT's rail 

material will be accomplished by use of the right of way for access, along with existing public and 

private crossings, and no new access roads are contemplated. CSXT does not intend to disturb 

any of the underlying roadbeds and do not anticipate any dredging or use of fill in the removal of 

the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will be transported away from the rail line and 

will not be discarded along the right of way, nor be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along 

the banks of such waterways. During track removal, appropriate measures will be implemented to 

prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or any other pollutant materials from entering any 

watercourses. 

Based upon the above described actions, CSXT would appreciate receiving your concurrence 

with its position that the proposed project is consistent with applicable Federal, State and local 

water quality standards, and that no permits under Section 402 are required at this time. As 

further information, CSXT will provide a preliminary environmental report in the coming weeks 

which will outline the scope of the proposed salvage activity and include any comments received 

from your office. This environmental report can be sent electronically by email or through the 

United States Postal Service (USPS). Please email Jo_Burroughs@csx.com if you wish to receive 

the report electronically. If we do not receive notification, it will be mailed via USPS. 

Enclosed is a distribution list of all parties that have been copied on the proposed action. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 
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Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

January 27, 2015 

U.S. EPA 

Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Sir/Madam; 

500 Water Street - J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

RE: CSX Transportation, Inc. - Proposed Abandonment - STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub No. 741X) 

Please be advised that on or about February 17, 2015 CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is 

considering to file with the Surface Transportation STB (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking 

authority to abandon common carrier obligation in the Southern Region, Huntington East Division, 

Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to 

CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West 

Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

Attached is a preliminary Environmental Report describing the proposed action and includes 

information we have received from your agencies. We are providing this report so that you may 

review the information that will form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of 

this proceeding. Before this Report is finalized and submitted to the STB, we will incorporate into 

it any comments that we receive from you. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 

evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If any of the information is 

incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about 

the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis 

(OEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423, telephone (202) 

245-0230 and refer to the above Docket Number. Because the applicable statutes and regulations 

impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your comments to OEA (with copy to me) 

within twenty days, would be appreciated. 



[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

For your convenience, a response form is enclosed. You may email the response to 

Jo Burroughs@CSX.com or you may return the form in the self-addressed return envelope 

which is also enclosed for your convenience. 

If your comments have not been received by February 17, 2015 CSXT will take the position before 

the STB that there are no environmental impacts for the proposed abandonment within your 

agency's jurisdiction. 

If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please contact me directly by telephone at 

(904) 359-1247 or by the above email address. 

Sincerely, 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Attachments 

Copy: STB - OEA, 395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20423 
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[ CSX ] How tomorrow moves 

•• •• 
Jo Ann Burroughs 
Manager Network Services 

December 22, 2014 

National Geodetic Survey 

Mr. Simon Monroe 

NGS. lnfoCenter@noaa.gov 

Dear Simon; 

500 Water Street- J-315 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Phone: (904) 359-1247 

E-Mail: Jo_Burroughs@csx.com 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) is considering to file with the Surface 

Transportation Board (STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon service in the 

Southern Region, Huntington East Division, Big Marsh Fork Subdivision, former Jarrolds Valley 

Subdivision from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 to CLP 15.12. The distance is approximately 15.12 

miles near Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia as depicted on the attached map. STB 

Docket number AB 55 (Sub-No. 741X). 

The approximate 15.12 mile line segment was previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing 

was never officially consummated and the abandonment lapsed. There has been no traffic on the 

line for over 21 years. Extensive rehabilitation expenditures would be required before service on 

the line could be reinstated. There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several groups have 

expressed interest in acquiring the line under a Notice of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) 

with the Surface Transportation Board . An NITU will allow for the line to salvaged or sold while 

also rail banking the right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service should the 

coal reserves in the vicinity become active. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 

common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and preserve the corridor. 

Please advise if there are any geodetic markers which could be affected by the proposed 

transaction . 

Sincerely, y, a-,._,,_ 

Jo Ann Burroughs 

Enclosures (2) 
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CSXT Abandonment External Distribution List 
Jarrolds Valley 

Review and Compliance Staff 
State Historic Preservation Office 

WV Division of Culture and History 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East 

Charleston, WV 25305 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

465 Ragland Road 
Beckley, WV 25801 

U.S Army Corps of Engineers 
Huntington District 

502 8th Street 
Huntington, WV 25701-2070 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Northeast Regional Office 

300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035-9589 

Raleigh County, West Virgina 

West Virginia Department of Transportation 
State Rail Authority 

Ms. Cindy Butler 
120 Water Plant Drive 

Moorefield , WV 26836 

U.S. EPA 
Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

National Park Service-Northeast Reg ion 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Office of the Governor-Earl Ray Tomblin 
State Capitol 

1900 Kanawha Blvd , East 
Charleston , West Virginia 25305 

National Geodetic Survey Raleigh County Commission 
Simon.Monroe@noaa.gov 116 1/2 Heber Street 

Beckley, WV 25801 
West Virgin ia Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Water and Waste Management 

601 57th Street 
Charleston, WV 25304 



Burroughs, JoAnn 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Simon Monroe <simon.monroe@noaa.gov> 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 3:35 PM 
Burroughs, JoAnn 
Surface Transportation Board; Lucy Hall; simon Monroe 
NGS Response, STB Docket AB-55 (SUB NO. 741X} 

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for 

WHITESVILLE, Raleigh County, WEST VIRGINIA. 

Approximately 00 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described. These marks may or may not be 
disturbed .. 

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall 

consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to 

beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station 

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at 

http://geodesy.no a a .gov /ma rks/ra i I roads[ 

1-~1 ---- 1 -
- 1-~--- 1 -~-------· I·-------------1~· 1- l --~--·----

No Stations Found. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
Whitesville, Raleigh County, West Virginia 

DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 741X) 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES. Describe the proposed action, 
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line 
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current 
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to 
the proposed action. Include a readable detailed map and drawings clearly 
delineating the project. 

CSXT proposes to abandon approximately 15.12 miles of its rail line 
between from Railroad Milepost CLP 0.0 (near Whitesville) to 
Railroad Milepost CLP 15.12, also known as the Jarrold Valley 
Subdivision in Raleigh County, West Virginia. A map which 
delineates the proposed project is attached. (See Attachment 1) 

The above referenced 15.12-mile line (Line) has not generated any 
originating or terminating traffic in over 21 years. This Line was 
previously abandoned in 2005, but that STB filing was never officially 
consummated and the abandonment lapsed. The previous filing 
numbers were as follows: 

RE: STB Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) 

FR# 05-1223-RG-3 

Attached is the Historic report from 2005. (See Attachment 2) The 
Section 106 was mitigated and a decision of "No further consultation 
is necessary" was issued on June 22, 2007. (See Attachment 3) 

As further information, this Line received Surface Transportation 
Board approval for a Discontinuance of Service on July 19, 2002 
under STB Docket AB-55 (Sub-No. 640X). Extensive rehabilitation 
expenditures would be required before service on the line could be 
reinstated . There are dormant coal reserves in the area. Several 
groups have expressed interest in acquiring the Line under a Notice 
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of Interim Trail Use and Rail Banking (NITU) with the Surface 
Transportation Board. An NITU will allow for the track, ties and 
signal equipment to be salvaged or sold while also rail banking the 
right-of-way for future reconstruction and reactivation of rail service 
should the coal reserves in the vicinity become active. Trail-related 
structures, such as bridges, trestles, culverts and tunnels will not be 
salvaged. The purpose of the proposed action is to abandon our 
common carrier obligation, establish an NITU, reduce our liability and 
preserve the corridor. 

Abandonment of this Line will result in the removal of the rail, 
crossties, and possibly the upper layer of ballast. CSXT does not 
intend to disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures. Finally, the 
operations and maintenance of this Line will cease. 

The only alternative would be not to abandon and to pass the 
opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT customers. 
This would not be a prudent utilization of carrier resources . 

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and 
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of 
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the 
locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 
years old or older and are part of the proposed action. 

Attached is a copy of the U.S. Geological Survey of the Whitesville, 
Dorothy and Pax, WV quadrangle topographic map prepared by the 
CSX Properties Group. 

The line to be abandoned has been identified by a heavy red line with 
black dashes. (See Attachment 4) 

There are Seven (7) CSXT-owned structures on the Line. The 
previous Historical Report claimed there were Eight (8) structures, 
which was an error. There are Four (4) bridges that are 50 years old 
or older that may be eligible for listing in the National Register that are 
part of the proposed action . Black and white photographs of two 
bridges on archival paper and a compact disk of photographs were 
submitted to the West Virginia Department of Culture & History under 
FR# 05-1223-RG-2. Those two are bridges located at Milepost CLP 
2.50 also known as Bridge 25, and Milepost CLP 3.30 also known as 
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Bridge 33. The other two (2) structures that are 50 years old are 
located at Milepost CLP 7.00 also known as Bridge 70 and CLP 8.30 
also known as Bridge 312 . Current digital photos taken January 6, 
2015 of all the bridges on the line to be abandoned have been 
attached for your review. (See Attachment 5) 

CSXT does not consider timber trestle bridges as "historic" since it 
is CSXT's required maintenance practice to repair timber trestle 
bridges on an "ongoing and as needed" basis. Repair and/or 
maintenance records are not retained due to the unique safety 
requirements that timber trestle bridges retain. Therefore, the 
historic qualities of such bridges are continually being changed due 
to safety and operational requirements. 

(2) A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the 
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristic of 
the surrounding area: 

The right of way widths along this right of way vary between 20 and 
120 feet from the center-line of track. The rail line traverses many 
small communities, rivers and streams. It closely parallels the Clear 
Fork Creek and is located in a mountainous, forested area that 
contains several strip mines and mine dumps. 

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of 
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediately surrounding area: 

Black and White Photographs of the Bridge Numbers 25 and 33 have 
been printed on 75-year archival paper and are located under FR# 
05-1223-RG-2. Colored copies, on CD, are also on the site of the 
West Virginia Department of Culture & History. 

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of 
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known: 

Bridge Number 25 is located at Railroad Milepost CLP 2.50 and is a 
34-foot deck plate girder constructed in 1905. 

Bridge Number 33 is located at Railroad Milepost CLP 3.30 is a 136-
foot deck plate girder constructed in 1905. 
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Bridge Number 48 is located at Railroad Milepost CLP 4.80 is a 14-
foot timber open deck, timber framed bridge constructed in 1940. 

Bridge Number 70 is located at Railroad Milepost CLP 7.00 is a 126.8 
foot Timber open deck steel bridge constructed in 1970. 

Bridge Number 312 located at Railroad Milepost CLP 8.30 is a 112-
foot timber open deck timber framed bridge built in 1927. Bridge 
plans from 7 /17 /1950 are attached with hand written notes on the 
"Est. to rebuild in kind or Est. to rebuild with steel beam spans on pile 
towers". (See CD Attachment 6) 

Bridge Number 84 located at Railroad Milepost CLP 8.40 is a 184.1 
foot timber open deck steel framed bridge built in 1970. The Bridge 
Plans also call this Bridge #314 over the Clear Fork Creek dated 
8/23/68, revised 5/19/1969. (See CD Attachment 6) 

Bridge Number 137 located at Railroad Milepost CLP 13.70 is a 90.3-
foot timber open deck steel framed bridge built in 1969. The Bridge 
Plans also call this Bridge #367 over Wolf Pen Creek dated 8/28/68, 
revised 5/19/1969. (See CD Attachment 6) 

The structures have been modified as necessary throughout its 
existence to maintain safe railroad operation and perform routine 
maintenance. 

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation 
of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action: 

This line was acquired and operated between 1902 and 1970 by the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway (C&O, which was incorporated under 
the general lows of Virginia and West Virginia on July 1, 1878. The 
C&O Railway traces its origin to the Louisa Railroad of Louisa 
County, Virginia, begun in 1836, and the James River & Kanawha 
Canal Company, also begun in Virginia in 1785. 

On February 26, 1973, the Chessie System Inc. was formed, and 
Chessie System Railroads was adopted as the new corporate identity 
for the C&O, B&O and WM Railroads. On November 1, 1980, 
Seaboard Coast Line Industries Inc. and Chessie System Inc. 
merged and became CSX Corporation. On April 30, 1987, the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company was merged into the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company. The Chesapeake and 
Ohio Railway Company was merged into CSX Transportation on 
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Upon receiving abandonment authority, Applicant's operations and 
maintenance over this line will cease. 

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as 
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is 
found to be historic: 

The only Bridge Plans in our possession are for CSXT Milepost CLP 8.30, 
CLP 8.4 and CLP 13.70. (See CD Attachment 6) 

1(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and 
whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for 
these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities): 

A review of our records indicates there are Four (4) CSXT-owned 
structures over 50 years old on this line segment that may be eligible 
for listing in the National Register. Trail-related structures, such as 
bridges, trestles, culverts and tunnels will not be salvaged. 

We do not know of any significance or uniqueness to this structure 
that would warrant your consideration, since to our knowledge, it is 
not associated with any event that has made a contribution to the 
broad patterns of history; or were not associated with lives of persons 
significant to our past; do not embody the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period or method of construction; and do not represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction and have not or may not be likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

We do not know of any archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area. 

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, 
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or man-made) that might affect 
the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the 
presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain. 
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The line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill and any 
archeological resources that may have been located in the proposed 
project area would have been affected at that time versus during the 
proposed salvage operations associated with rail removal. Our 
records do not indicate that any swampy conditions exist, or that any 
hazardous material spills have occurred within the project area. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Dave Geraci 
Manager - Network Rationalization 

July 29, 2005 

Ms. Susan M. Pierce 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

for Resource Protection 
Department of Culture & History 
The Cultural Center 
Capitol Complex 
Charleston, WV 25305 

500 Water Street - J200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

Tel. (904) 359-1086 
Fax (904) 359-1111 

E-Mail: Dave_Geraci@CSX.com 

RE: WV 141 - CSXT Proposed Abandonment - Southern Region, Huntington 
Division East, Jarrolds Valley Subdivision, from Jarrolds Valley Junction 
(Milepost CLP 0.0) to the end of track, near Clear Creek (Milepost CLP 
15.12), a distance of 15.12 miles in Raleigh County, West Virginia. 
Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) 

Dear Ms. Pierce: 

Please be advised that CSX Transportation, Inc., anticipates filing an abandonment for a 
15.12 mile portion of its rail line between Jarrolds Valley Junction and end of track near Clear 
Creek, Raleigh County, West Virginia, as shown in the attached historic report. 

CSXT is filing this abandonment for purposes of downgrading the track so that the line 
segment can be sold post-abandonment to a coal customer for future rail use. 

In connection with rail lines that are to become the subject of applications for authority to 
abandon, Federal Regulations at 49 CFR 1105.8(d), require that a Historic Report be 
submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer prior to filing with the Surface 
Transportation Board. In accordance with those Regulations, I am attaching a Historic Report 
covering the above-proposed abandonment. 

Considering that no track material will be disturbed, I would appreciate receiving your letter 
confirming that this project will have no impact upon cultural resources. If you have 
questions, please feel free to call me. 

Attachments 

Copy: 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW - Suite 534 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Sincerely, 

~· ~ >=--



HISTORIC REPORT 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. 

JARROLDS VALLEY JUNCTION TO END OF TRACK 
(NEAR CLEAR CREEK), 

RALEIGH COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

DOCKET AB-55 (SUB-NO. 661X) 

1 1.05. 7 ,(e)f'l ) 

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES. Describe the proposed action, 
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line 
and other structures that may be involved, and any, possible changes in current 
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to 
the proposed action. Include a readable detailed map and drawings clearly 
delineating the project. 

CSX Transportation (CSXT) proposes to abandon 15.12 miles of 
trackage that is currently not in use. The proposed project is 
located between Jarrolds Valley Junction (Railroad Milepost CLP 
0.0) and the end of track near Clear Creek (Railroad Milepost CLP 
15.12), Raleigh County, West Virginia, herein after referred to as 
"the line." The line has not generated any originating or 
termin ating traffic in over twelve years, however the principal 
commodity previously tram1ported over the line was coal. 

As further information, this line segment received Surface 
Transportation Board approval for a discontinuance of service on 
July 19, 2002 under docket number AB 55 Sub No. 640X and has 
not been used since that time. 

It is CSXT's intention to negotiate this line segment as a post
abandonment lease or sale to a coal customer for their future rail 
use . Formal abandonment of this line segment is for purposes of 
downgrading the track infrastructure. 
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The only alternative would be not to abandon and downgrade the 
track, therefore CSXT retaining liability of a track not in use and to 
pass the opportunity costs of retaining the line to all other CSXT 
customers . This would not be a prudent utilization of carrier 
resources. 

Two maps, which delineate the proposed project, are attached. (See 
Attachments 1 and 2.) 

i{l) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and 
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity 
of the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and 
the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 
years old or older and are part of the proposed action. 

Attached are copies of the Whitesville, Dorothy and Pax, WV, 
Quadrangle Topographic Maps prepared by the U.S. Department of 
Interior Geological Survey, which have been marked to show the 
project area. There are 8 CSXT-owned structures on the line and 
their locations have been depicted on the topographic maps. (See 
Attachments 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 .) 

(211 A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to 
the extent known), and the topography and urban and/ or rural 
characteristic of the surrounding area: 

The right of way widths along this line vary between 20 and 120 
feet from the center-line of track. The rail line traverses many small 
communities, rivers and streams . It closely parallels the Clear Fork 
River and is located in a mountainous, forested area that contains 
several strip mines and mine dumps. 

(3~ Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of 
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the 
immediately surrounding area: 

There are 3 CSXT-owned structures that are 50 years old or older 
on the line . Since this line segment and infrastructure will not be 
disturbed or removed, photographs and construction information 
on the structures can be requested and forwarded upon request. 
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(4 ) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of 
any major alterations, to the extent such information is known: 

Bridge No. 2 located at milepost CLP .20 is a 34-foot deck plate 
girder constructed in 1905. 
Bridge No. 25 located at milepost CLP 2.50 is a 34-foot deck plate 
girder constructed in 1905. 
Bridge No. 33 located at milepost CLP 3.30 is a 136-foot deck plate 
girder constructed in 1905. 

~5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an 
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the 
proposed action: 

This property was acquired and operated between 1902 and 1970 
by the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway (C&O, which was incorporated 
under the general laws of Virginia and West Virginia on July 1, 
1878. The C&O Railway traces its origin to the Louisa Railroad of 
Louisa County, Virginia, begun in 1836, and the James River & 
Kanawha Canal Company, also begun in Virginia in 1785. 

On February 26, 1973, the Chessie System Inc. was formed, and 
Chessie System Railroads was adopted as the new corporate 
identity for the C&O, B&O and WM Railroads. On November 1, 
1980, Seaboard Coast Line Industries Inc. and Chessie System Inc. 
merged and became CSX Corporation. On April 30, 1987, the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company was merged into the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company. The Chesapeake and 
Ohio Railway Company was merged into CSX Transportation on 
September 2, 1987. 

Applicant only intends to discontinue service over the line . It does 
not intend to abandon the line, but rather it intends to leave the 
line in place. 

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as 
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that 
is found to be historic: 

Not Applicable. 
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(7 ) An opm1on (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) as to whether the site and/ or structures meet the criteria for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and 
whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for 
these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities): 

A review of our records indicates there are three CSXT-owned 
structures over 50 years old on this line segment. We do not know 
of any significance or uniqueness to these sites and/ or structures 
that would warrant your consideration, since to our knowledge, 
they are not associated with any event that has made a 
contribution to the broad patterns of history; or were not associated 
with lives of persons significant to our past; do not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction and do not represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual distinction and have 
not or may not be likely to yield information important in prehistory 
or history. 

We do not know of any archeological resources or any other 
previously unknown historic properties in the project area. 

~8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's 
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, 
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or man-made) that might 
affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions 
or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain. 

The line was disturbed during construction by cuts and fill and any 
archeological resources that may have been located in the proposed 
project area would have been affected at that time, not during 
salvage operations. Our records do not indicate that any swampy 
conditions exist, or that any hazardous material spills have 
occurred within the project area. 
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Proposed Abandonment of 15.12 Miles +/
STB Docket No. AB 55 - Sub. No. 661X 

Raleigh County, West Virginia 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
DIVISION OF 

CULTURE & HISTORY 
The Cultural Center 

1900 Kanawha Blvd., E. 
Charleston, WV 

25305-0300 

Phone 304.558.0220 
Fax 304.558.2779 

TDD 304.558.3562 
www.wvculture.org 

EEO:/\.A Emplo\.er 

June 22, 2007 

Mr. Dave Geraci 
CSX Transportation Inc. 
500 Water Street - J200 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

Attachment 3 

RE: Docket AB-55 (Sub No. 661X) 
FR#: 05-1223-RG-3 

Dear Mr. Geraci: 

We have reviewed the information for the above referenced project to determine 
its effects to cultural resources. As required by Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 
800: "Protection of Historic Prope1iies," we submit our comments. 

Thank you for bringing to our attention the administrative error concerning the 
bridge structure at milepost CLP 0.20. This completes the information requested 
in our letters dated August 26, 2005 and April 24, 2007, has been provided. 
Based on this information it is our opinion that the abandonment will have No 
Adverse Effect to the CSX Transportation rail-line between Jarrolds Valley 
Junction and end of track near Clear Creek in Raleigh County which is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. No further consultation is 
necessary. 

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service. If you have questions regarding 
our comments or the Section I 06 process, please contact Ginger Williford, 
Structural Historian, in the Historic Preservation Office at (304) 558-0240. 

Slicer ly, P~~ 

~e1~e 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

SMP/GW 
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SERVICE DA TE - JULY 27, 2007 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DECISION 

STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) 

CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC.-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION
IN RALEIGH COUNTY, WV 

Decided: July 26, 2007 

CSX Transpo1tarl on, lnc. CSXT), fLi ed a notice of exemption under 49 CFR I .52 
ubpart F- Exempt Abandonments to abandon a J 5. l 2~mil.e line o railroad on its Southern 

Region, Huntington Division East,. Jarrol.ds ValJey Subdtvision, between farrolds Valley 
Junction milepos CLP 0.0, and Clear Creek, milepost CLP 15.12 at the ,end of the track in 
Ralejgh County, WV. Notice of the exemption was served and pub1ished in th Federal Regist~r 
on September 22 2005 (70 FR 55660-61). Thee, emption became effective on Octobe.r 22i 
2005. 

By decision served on October 2 2005 (October 2005 deci.sioH, the proceeding was 
reopened at the -e.quest of the B,oard's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) and. the 
exemption was ma.de su~jec lo the conditions that, prior to any sal age of the line. SXT shall ; 
(l consult\ ith the U.S. Army Corps ,of ngineers Corps to determine whether any need exists 
for a permit under section 404 of the rean Water Acl, 33 U.S,C. 1342 (Condition 1)~ and 
(2) reinitiale the section 106 process of the National Historic 'Preservation Act 16 U.S.C. 470f; 
and retain its intere.st io and take no steps to alte · d1e hi.Storie integrity of aJI sites and structures 
on the right-of-way that are eligible for listing or are listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places until completion of the section 106 process, and consult with the West Virginia State 
Historical Preservation Office (SHPO), SEA and interested Federally recognized tribes regarding 
any adverse effects to historic properties. 

On June 7, 2007, CSXT submitted to SEA copies of materials requested by and sent to 
the SHPO. In a letter dated June 22, 2007, the SHPO informed CSXT that the proposed 
abandonment would have no adverse effect to the CSXT rail line between Jarrolds Valley 
Junction and the end of the track near Clear Creek in Raleigh County. Therefore, SEA 
recommends that the section 106 historic preservation condition be removed. 

Accordingly, the proceeding will be reopened and the previously imposed historic 
presen1ation condition will be removed. 

This action will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or the 
conservation of energy resources. 



SIB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 661X) 

It is ordered: 

I. This proceeding is reopened. 

2. Upon reconsideration, the historic preservation condition imposed in the October 2005 
decision is removed. Condition I, imposed in the October 2005 decision, remains in effect. 

3. This decision is effective on its service date. 

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings. 

2 

Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary 
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Culture and .History 
February 9, 2015 

Ms. Jo Ann Burroughs 
CSX Transportation Inc. 
500 Water Street - 1200 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

RE: Docket AB-55 (Sub No. 661 X) 
FR#: 05-1223-RG-3 

Dear Ms. Burroughs 

The Culture Center 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., E. 

Charl eston, WV 25305-0300 

Randall Reid-Smith, Commissioner 
Phone 304.558.0220 • www.wvculture .org 

Fax 304 .558 .2 779 • TDD 304 .558.3562 
HOl/v\ Employer 

We have reviewed the information for the above referenced project to determine its effects to cultural resources. 
As required by Section I 06 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800: "Protection of Historic Properties," we submit our comments. 

According to submitted information, CSX Transportation proposes to abandon 15. 12 miles of railroad. 
Previously the abandonment was reviewed in 2005-2007, but "never officially consummated and the 
abandonment lapsed ." CSX Transpo1iation would like to bank the rail line under the Notice of Interim Trail and 
Rail Banking with the Surface Transportation Board. This will allow the rail line to be salvaged or sold while 
maintaining the right-of-way for future use to coal reserves. 

W .. cannot cornplet our rev ie at this time. According to our letter of April 2 4 2007. we requested Hi stork: 
Pruper~y Inventory (HPJ) fonns. According to our record we never received the..5e orms to detc!'mlne ligibii lty 
of the rai l line ai1d the a, sociatcd bridges, tunnel , and other stmctur s. Pl!ense wmplete HPJ forms fur th -
resources Oil this p oper y. The HPI form can be accessed n-li11e at http://www.wvcultt1re.org!shpo/forms.htrnf. 
lnstructlons for his form can b accessed at http://www.wvc H u .orglshpo/ht>i mst.pd . Please be sure to 
indicate the ag o c<rnstrnction and det'd'ils about any changes, additions and/or a ilerntions tl i source has 
experienced. In add it ion ple11se forward color tree1.scap photogrnph . All st ructures and the rai lroad line need 
a determ ·nation of eligibility for the National R gis~er u Historic Places (N RHP by qua Ii ied prnfes ional 
me ting the 'ecretary af the fnterinr'.~ Standards and Guidelines for Professiona l· QunHfie.ations. We will 
provide additiona comments upon receipt of lhe requested infonnation. 

We appreciate the oppotiunity to be of service. If you have questions regarding our comments or the Section J 06 
process, please contact Ernest E. Blevins, Structural Historian, Sh·uctural Historian, at (304) 558-0240. 

~ 
san M. Pi~rc.e 

epuly 'late Hjstorlc Pre ervation Officer 

SMP/EEB 

Enclosure 
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April 24, 2007 

\:1r. Dave Geraci 
CSX Transpo1iation Inc. 
500 Watet· Street - .1200 
Jacksonville , rt. 32202 

R.B: Docket AB-55 (Sub No. 656X) 
FR1~ ; 05-1223-RG-2 

Dear· !\.fr. Geraci: 

We Im\.· reviewed he additional i11forma1.ion for tI1 above refo r need pn:ijcct lo 
determine its effects to cultural resources. As required by Section I 06 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800: 
"Protection of Historic Properties," we submit our comments . 

We .sincerely apologize for the delay in responding to your letter dated tvfarch 2, 2006. 
From our previous letter dated August 26, 2005 it is our understanding that the rail-line 
will not be completely abandoned but sold to a coal operator for continued use. The fact 
that the line will remain in use as intended by its original construction warrants a No 
Adverse. Effect determin -io1 . T l1e !lacks .and identif:. i11g e UNs such as Im ges will 

main 111 place1 thus not deu cling n·om the h istoric ln egri{] the :ra i!- lirie: . 

In the letter \Ve requested that a Historic Property Inventory (HP!) form for each b1·idge 
and tunnel, if any, located along the line proposed for abandonment be completed. 
Furthermore, please map the rai l-line using rt standard USGS topographical map 
indicating UTM coordinates every .004" along the line for accuracy in mapping the rail
line. We look fonvard to receiving tbe requested materials. This information will be 
added to our survey fi !es to facilitate future reviews. \Ve have enclosed a copy of our 
HPI form and photographic requirements. Ifyou have any questions 011 completing the 
1-JPI form you may access our website at http:W\VW.wvculture.org/shpolforms.html/ or 
contact our office. 

lu respu-n - w ur q~1cst i o11 p sed in you ktter o(· ~ arch 2, _Q0-6. 001 lpletion or th 
!Pl forms nd photos will be suffo:: ie:11t . 

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service. {/)·011 have quesrions regarding ow 
comnu!11f.~ or lhi! Sil lion 1 Ofi process. p!~a. e c:c'Jnlt){~f U in? ·-r l'Vili'!1i)rd , trnclur 11 
H i J~)rion iu the HiMor ic h~·s ' I 'Hl ion ()_f.fh-t:c at ( 0./) 558-01.JIJ. 

. /;/' ......... __ \ 
Srnci}er1'':/• \ i .. 

,1 '1, i ~/ .. 
... 'j ~ (,d.{.]"' . \j\ l:\v' \ r ··:__( .. <.r__.J~-· 

' S L'r:fjlll I. i1.~ J'CC 
Depuly State Historic Preservatio11 Officer 

Sl'v1PIC)\V 

e11closurcs 
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