
CARL M. MILLER 

CMILLER1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E. Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

MILLER Be HARANTS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. Box 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 260-749-5858 

FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619 

September 18, 2012 

p 

STEPHEN J. HARANTS 

SHARANTS1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

Re: Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company Proposed Abandonment in Branch and St. 
Joseph Counties, Michigan, Docket: AB-11 02X 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced proceeding are an original and ten (1 0) copies 
of the Verified Notice of Exemption ofthe Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company, pursuant to 
49 C.F.R. §1152.50. Also enclosed is our check in the amount of$3,700 to cover the filing fee 
for this proceeding. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter by date-stamping the enclosed acknowledgment 
copy and returning it in the envelope provided. 

CMM/dks 
enclosure 

Yours truly, . 



BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1102X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Dated: September 18, 2012 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

Carl M. Miller 
MILLER & HARANTS 
618 Professional Park Drive 
New Haven, Indiana 46774 
Telephone: 260-749-5858 
Facsimile: 260-493-7619 
em iller 1 @choiceonemail.com 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1102X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Pursuant to 49 CFR § 1152.50, Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company ("IN") files this 

Verified Notice of Exemption ("Notice") from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 

10903 for the abandonment of approximately 19.37 miles of a rail line located in Branch County 

and St. Joseph County, Michigan (the "Line"). The Line runs from milepost 81.32 near 

Coldwater in Branch County, Michigan to milepost 100.69 near Sturgis in St. Joseph County, 

Michigan. A map of the Line is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

In support of its Notice, IN provides the following: 

1. Proposed Consummation Date: 

The abandonment by IN of the Line will not be consummated before December 1, 
2012. 

2. Certification Required in 49 CFR § 1152.50(b): 

The required certification is provided as Exhibit B to this Notice. 



3. Information Required in 49 CFR § 1152.22(a)(l)- (4), (7) and (8), and e(4). 

(a)(1) Name of Applicant. 

Indiana Northeastern Railroad Company 

(a)(2) Common Carrier Status. 

IN is a class III common carrier by railroad, subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle 
IV, chapter 105. 

(a)(3) ReliefSought. 

IN seeks exemption from the Board's regulations to abandon the Line. 

(a)(4) Map of Line. 

A map showing the location of the Line is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

(a)(7) Representative of Applicant. 

Carl M. Miller 
Miller & Harants 
618 Professional Park Drive 
New Haven, Indiana 46774 
(260) 749-5858 

(a)(8) Postal Service Zip Codes. 

The Line runs through United States Postal ZIP Codes 49036, 49028, 
49030 and 49091. 

(e)(4) Suitability for Public Purposes and Restrictions on Title. 

The Line, once the track structure is removed, may be suitable for other 
public purposes, such as a recreational trail. IN believes the real estate 
title may be subject to some reversionary interests that would affect the 
transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail purposes. 

Based on information in IN's possession, the Line does not contain 
federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in IN's possession 
will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 



4. Labor Protection. 

No employees should be adversely affected as a result of the abandonment; 
however, IN anticipates that the Board will impose the conditions set forth in 
Oregon Short LineR. Co. ~Abandonment~ Goshen Branch, 360, I. C. C. 91 
(1979), for the benefit of any carrier employee who may be adversely affected by 
the proposed abandonment. 

5. Environmental and Historic Report. 

On June 29, 2012, IN sent a notice of the proposed abandonment of the Line (the 
"Initial Letter") to appropriate federal and state agencies and county 
commissioners (the "Agencies"). On August 13, 2012, IN filed its Combined 
Environmental and Historic Report with the Board's Office ofEnvironmental 
Analysis and sent a copy to each of the Agencies. The Report included 
correspondence received from the Agencies through that date. A copy of the 
Report (which included a certificate of Service), as well as a sample transmittal 
letter, is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

Subsequent to filing its report, IN has received correspondence from the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and the United States 
Department of Agriculture, copies of which are attached as Exhibit D. 

6. Notice Requirements. 

A Certificate of Publication is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

Dated: September 18, 20 12 

Respectfully submitted, 

Miller & Harants 
618 Professional Park Drive 
New Haven, Indiana 46774 
(260) 749-5858 



VERIFICATION 

STATE OF INDIANA ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF LaGRANGE ) 

I, Gale Shultz, President of Indiana Northeastern Indiana Railroad Company, declare 

under the penalties of perjury, that I have read the foregoing Verified Notice of Exemption, that I 

am familiar with the matters presented therein and that its assertions are true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

Dated this L__ day of September, 2012. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO 
before me this day of September, 2012 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1102X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

EXHIBIT A 

MAP OF LINE 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1102X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

EXHIBITB 

CERTIFICATION REQUIRED BY 49 CFR § 1152.50(b) 



CERTIFICATION REQUIRED BY 49 CFR § 1152.50(b) 

In accordance with 49 CFR § 1152.50(b ), I, Gale Shultz, President of Indiana 

Northeastern Indiana Railroad Company, hereby certifies to the best of his knowledge, 

information and belief, that, with respect to the rail line subject to this Verified Notice of 

Exemption in Docket No. AB-11 02X: ( 1) no local traffic has moved over the line for at least two 

years prior to the date hereof; (2) overhead traffic on the line, if any, can be rerouted over other 

lines; and (3) no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line (or a state or local 

government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line 

either is pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been 

decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period preceding the date hereof. 

Dated: September 2012 



BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-1102X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRANCH AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

EXHIBITC 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
INCLUDING TRANSMITTAL LETTERS 

AND CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 



Dated: 13, 2012 
Filed: August 1 2012 

BEFORE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Haven, 
Telephone: 260-749-5858 
Facsimile: 260-493-7619 



Joseph 

In 

1. 

BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-11 02X 

INDIANA NORTHEASTERN R,L\ILROAD COMPANY 
--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN BRA.NCH AND ST. JOSEPH COlTNTIES, MICHIGAN 

requirements of C.F.R. § 1105.7 and 1105.8. 

are It is the Report 

not quality 

resources. showing 

A 

of this Report, IN consulted with each of agencies listed in 

C-21 contains a 

B. 

to its line of railroad 

81 near in Branch County, to ?v1P 1 near 

in St. Joseph County, Michigan (the "Line"). The Line is situated in Branch and 

in l\1ichigan and extends a total distance of approximately 19.3 7 miles. 

The Line has not been required to serve any customer in many years. There have been no 

rail shipments of any kind on the Line in the last two years, and no reasonable possibility for the 

development of new rail traffic exists. 

1 



Following abandonment, II\ intends to salvage rail, ties and track materials from the 

Line. All salvage activities will occur on top of the railbed only. The railbed, subgrades and all 

structures, culverts and related items will remain in place not be disturbed. IN believes that 

state or local parties may be interested in potential trails use of the Line. 

to the proposed abandonment have The only alternative 

lS its 

resources 

to to 

2. not 

IS 

or 

as D. 

3. 

not any inconsistency regional local use 

but has contacted and requested comments from the National Geodetic Survey. The 

.G.S. responded that no survey monuments are endangered. 

(ii) The proposed abandonment \vill have no effect on prime agricultural land. 

2 



(iii) This track does not lie within a designated Coastal Zone Management 

Area and, accordingly, the proposed abandonment \Yill not affect any land or water uses in such 

an area or result in any coastal impacts. 

(iv) IN does not believe the right-of-way is suitable for use as a highway, other 

mass transit, conservation, 

for use. 

4. 

or no 

li or no 

(iii) 

production or is aware of m 

no on 

not 

(iv) more 1,000 

or an rail per to motor 

5. 

(i) will not result in a minimum increase in real 

100% or eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase in rail yard activity at 

least 100%, or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average daily 

traffic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment. 

3 



(ii) Abandonment of the Line will not result in traffic increases which exceed 

the thresholds specified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e)(5)(ii)(A), (B) or (C). 

(iii) ozone depleting materials are transported on the Line, thus no 

shipments of ozone-depleting materials vvill diverted or transported as a result of this 

6. the r .r 1\ 11 ,) 

7. 

no or 

on to ensure 

are on 

v:aste 

on 

8. 

or are 

access routes. The concluded 

occurrences or state listed threatened or 

species, natural plant communities or 111 proposed abandonment 

area. 

4 



(ii) The Line does not pass through and is not adjacent to any wildlife 

sanctuaries or refuges or any national or state parks or forests and, accordingly, none vvill be 

adversely affected. 

9. 

(i) action is consistent vvith federal, state and 

water the contour 

or 

occur 

10. no 

1. 

2. 

a total distance of 

including a total of234.76 acres. 

5 

not alter or remove structures over 

IS not 

as 

81.32 near 

near in St. Joseph 

19.37 miles. The Line is 100 feet vvide, 



3. Photographs. Attached as Appendix E-1 through are photographs all 

bridges on the Line. These photographs have been provided to the State Historic Preservation 

Of1icer. are a number of small culverts on the Line which are not believed to be \Vi thin the 

definition of "structures". 

4. There arc no other structures or 

are over 

5. 

ll1 

two no 

/ 

0. ll1 s 

it 

7. 

no site or structure 

no culturally archaeological or unique landforms be 

by the abandonment. 

6 



8. Ground Disturbances. In is unaware of any possibility that archaeological 

resources may be in the area. The abandonment activities should have no impact as IN simply 

intends on removing the rail and ties and leaving the right-of-way intact 

conversion purposes. Access to the line is generally good. 

7 

possible trail-



·- - - - ·-- -- ·----- --·------

P 0. BOX 262 ·50 MONROE ST.· HILLSDALE, MICH IGAN 49242 

'I···· --~ ,•tto• q,.\ I JIJ L.JJcw~_!:!_ r~___\·::;2_ -'' ),..iL~ . 
'N'Ii'Jt~I"IEAS0F,f3'.Rrt;l 

Railroad System Map 
/:Jl'"='\:'(cc, L. ·""·i/c_ '- ::I ... J . ~ . ' q'· r !• .. C'./t' . ,. .. ·: ... · .... .. _:,_ . 

-~-~~~ RAILROAD COMPANY 
----=---- llld i3na ~-J or tl1eastern Trii ckJge 

012345 
1\pprox. Scale ~ 

A a... 4&k. 

Mainline Rail Network Extencfing Over 120 Miles 
Administrati ve Offices-South Milford, IN 260-351-2421 Fax : 351 -3350 

Operating Oflicr. s-Hillsdalc, Ml 517-4 :19·4677 Fax: 439 0222 1 
I I 

:JH: IC I -I I 
"/f 

di~ A N Coldwater 1 
·~ \\\{ 

1 Batav1a ,...,.,,,,,, 

1

. 
,,,~..J 

TO KALAMAlOO AND 1 .,,,,,,,,,, 

GRMJO nAPIDS +. St Joseph Cou;Ji)' I Bronson '''''"'''''' ~ 
I 

11
,,,0 . ~ 

• Burr Oak I ,,,,,,,,,,, STURGIS TO COLDWATER /' 
\\\\\\\ !r.O anJ Nottheastcrn RJt!l liar1 

GRAND RAP/OS TO ELKHART • STURGIS TO WHITE PIGEON ,011 u ."nerllr.~ek•u•/OU r oFSEP.V!CE! 
\\/a leo s Granl1 m. R~Ji ro ad • !'wneer s h'dcfugil" sou!h~m fl~ilr uutl \\'''\'' I // "' I ,,,, I "' t '''"\'''' 1 ~ ~mnc'~ I • ,,,,,, I I 

Quincy 

Dis lilnce In Mi los 

MAF I~O T TO EXACT SCALF 

. . (r-----0' Sturg1s 1 I 
Wh1te P1geon ''''"''·"'Y" '':'' ''1''"";··· 1 1 

ilnltlu1.lnq• " 'n CCU'ilf ll .,,, c?.d) \1 Ray TO r·rrf· ()IT 
\'' rt rt.:osGrJii:JLlkP..<:JdF; HJ ) I :l h { ! 

-------F-----------------~------- -- 4 
,.I - ---==-"-T -==...-:...,..__ 

1
! 

1 
f lil lsrl~ le Couni)' ,.r .:.~ ---~ - - -- f/1' ~~ - \~~~~=~-"'='--=-:::::::.-:_--::::-::-~.::::::=. -===~ 1 ~--~ ...._ I' 

, I ~ I I 
11 1 ~~eu t1cn ~ '\ J------------1---

~~~ I . N n_ I A N A LOUn!y }r / ' : 0 H I 0 _.11 

~ : l Angola ' I I'' 
Toi,'ORF: OIK"~UT'IE·RI< laG ranuc C: oun lv : ff ':...~ Jc.:: - -- --- ~ ..,I 

, ' AT EU<ij~RT r " 1 !( I -=-=(":··p -~-r ______ _ 

Ash lev \ // i .. =:r,.~.:::~~~.~:~:,,,"'"'"''" ' N W.ll 
s 

South Milford 
o--n -- - - - - - ·- - -· - - - I ,.-· - · - 7 ~

Helm e r~ Hudson 

No ble l>unly 

r stSb:n~~~ .~\H~~,:n l 
Deka ltl 

I 
I 
I 

W!il id rJIS I . 
Countv AI~ 

£V NORFOU< 
~~ SOUTHERN 

;t TO EOflT WAYI~E 

~Jovcmbcr. 2011 Revi sion 

.-; 

>' 
c 
::;2 
u 
c 
c 
< 



;::r::: 
oOO 
ocCJ 
'-fl en 
~ 
...... 
' ~ 

~ 
"'"" 0 

s: . 
~ . 



Acting Chief 
Department ofNatural Resources 

Forest Management Division 
530 West Alleghan Street, 
PO Box 30452 

Michigan 48909-7952 

Dave Rigney, NOAA 
Survey Section 

425 W. Ottawa Street 
48933 

Director 

PO Box 30473 
48909-7973 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

F 
48936-8852 

Conservation Service 
Centreville Service Center 

49032-9603 

48909-7528 

Lt. Col. Michael C. Derosier 
U.S. of 

1027 

:Vll of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 

49009-5025 

National Park Service 
9922 W. Front Street 
Empire, 49630 

Scott Hicks, Field Supervisor 
Fish and \Vildlife Services 
East Lansing Field Office 
2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101 
East Michigan 48823-6316 

us 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Illinois 60604 

Branch 
Courthouse 

Board of Commissioners 

Street 
Coldwater 49036 

Director 
and Rural 

Preservation Office 
Kalamazoo Street 

PO Box 30740 
48909-8240 

AP!'E0JDIX !3 



MIL,.LER 8: HARANTS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. Box 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 260-749-5858 

FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619 

CARL M. MILLER 
CMILLERl@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

STEPHEN J. HARANTS 

SHARANTS1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

June 29,2012 

Mr. Brian D. Conway 
State Historic Preservation Office 

702 West Street 
PO Box 30740 

48909-82.40 

Re: 1\'ortheastem Railroad Company Abandonment in Branch and St. 
LJUL.!\.I:OL AB-11 

Dear Mr. 

The Indiana 
appear to be more MP 

95.43 and MP 96.18. 

A 

that all will 
track structures and that the line "'ill 

l, 2012, v:e file an with Surface 

any comments your assist in the 

enclosures 

APPENDIX C-l 



RICK SNYDER 

10,2012 

CARL rv1ILLER 
MILLER & HARANTS 

ST OF :\fiCHIGA:.:J 

MiCHiGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
PRESERVATlO~ 0FFlCE 

618 PROFESSIO'JAL PARK DRIVE 
P 0 BOX 332 

""EW 

tor BrianD" 
State Historic Preservation 

BGG 

s 
K;"';..AM;._zoo 

~-\bandonr:ncnt in 

APPE'\D!X C-2 

St Counties~ 

GARY HE!D5:L 
:::XECU7iVE C1RECTOR 

to 
in 



CARL M. ~,'i!LLER 

CM!LLER1@CH0iCEONEMAIL,CO~ll 

7. 

l !. 

ycu 

61S PaOFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. BOX 332 
NEW HAVEl'-!, IN 46774 
PHONE: 

FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619 

June 2012 

or 4U4 oftbe \Vater 

STEPHEN J. HARANTS 
SHARAi~TS!@CHO!CEONEf./lAiL.COM 

Counsel ror Indiana Northecstcm Railroad 

APPENDIX C-3 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
DETROIT DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

477 MICHIGAN AVENUE 

Engineering & Technical Services 
Regulatory Office 
File No. LRE-2012-00395-212-A12 

Carl Miller 
Miller and Harants Attorneys At Law 
P.O. Box 332 
New Haven, Indiana 46774 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

DETROIT Ml 48226-2550 

July 9, 2012 

This is in response to your recent correspondence regarding Department of the Army 
jurisdiction on proposed rail abandonment along 19.37 miles of railroad line starting at MP 81.32 
near Coidwater, Branch County, Michigan and ending at MP 100.69 near Sturgis, St. Joseph 
County, Michigan. Thank you for giving the Corps of Engineers the opportunity to review this 
proj ect. 

In 1984 a portion ofthe Corps' regulatory responsibilities was assumed by the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). This project site is within the assumed area. 
Unless otherwise notified, a separate authorization from the Corps is not required; however, you 
may need to obtain a permit from the MDEQ. Therefore, \ve recommend that you contact Mr. 
Kameron Jordan of the MDEQ, 7953 Adobe Road, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49009-5026, 
telephone number (269) 567-3565 for a determination of State permit requirements. 

If you have any questions please contact Robert Stout of this office at the above address, 
telephone (313) 226-6804 or E-Mail Robert.J.Stout@usace.anny .mil. Please refer to File No. 
LRE-2012-00395-2 12-A12 in all future communications with this offlce. 

APPENDIX C-4 



-2-

We are interested in your thoughts and opinions concerning your experience with the Detroit 
District Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program. If you are interested in letting us know how 
we are doing, you can complete an electronic Customer Service Survey from our web, site at: 

Alternatively, you contact us and a 
the survey that you may complete return to us by mail or Thank you for 

to complete the survey, we your 



CARL M. MILLER 

CMILLER1 @CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

Re: 

) 
L .. 

6. 

8. 
9. 

() 
• 1 
l. 

for 

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. BOX 33::i: 
NEW HAVEN, lN 46774 
PHONE; 260-749-5358 

F ACSl?vHLE: 260-493-7619 

June 2012 

STEPHEN J. HARANTS 
SHARANTS1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

and 

Counsc,l for Indiana Northeastern [{ai1road 

Ai'PENDIX C-5 



RICK SNYDER 
GOVE:RNOR 

Mr. Carl M Miiler 
& Harants 

P.O. Box 332 

STATE OF MICHIGA~ 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
KALAlvlAZOO DISTRICT OFFICE 

July 16, 2012 

Haven, Indiana 46774 

If 

APPE~DIX C-6 

7953 ADOBE ROAD • 1"-.A.LAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009-5025 

vvww.mlchigan gov/deq • (269) 567-3500 

DAN WYANT 
DIRECTOR 

a 



CARL M. MILLER 
CMIU ... ER1@CHOICEONEMAILCOM 

lZc: 

4. 

6. 

9. 
)(l, 

1 !. 

618 F'HOFESSIONAL PARK DRiVE 
!;;:;..0. BOX 332 

assistance. 

NEW HAVEN. IN 46774 
PHONE 260-749-5858 

F ACSil!11LE: 260-493-7619 

Ju:1e 2012 

HARA~TS 

STEPHEN J. Hi:: .. RANTS 
SHf\RANTSi@CHOiCEONEMAIL.COM 

for· I:1diana ~<o;·theastern Railroad 

APPEKDIX C-7 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Administration 

NOi\A, NOS, NATIONJ\L GEODETIC SURVEY 
48933 7-335-19i6) 

9, 2012 

MEMORANDL~ FOR: Carl 
terr: 

SUBJECT - --L::::cac t 

Dear 

I 
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CARL IVl. MILLER 

CMILLER1@CHO!CEONEMAiL.CO!VI 

rze: 

c 
' 

6. 

l G. 
11. 

'Thank 

618 PROFESSIONAL PARI'< DRiVE 

P.O. BOX 332 
~\iEW 1·-!AVEN, !I'·J 46774 
PHON2 260-749-5858 

FACSIMiLE: 260-493-7619 

June 29,2012 

or of 

APPE\:DlX C-9 

and St. 

STEPHEN J. i-iARA.NTS 
SHARANTS1@CHO!CEON~ivL? .. 1L.COM 



Carl Miller 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Attachments: 

Dear Mr. 

you have any 
6851. 

Don't let your summer 
waterfowl area, the ultimate 

Indiana f\Jortheastern Railroad Abandonment in Branch and St. 

affected. 

contact rv1r Steve 269-685-

136 - 16 12 

APPENDIX C-1 0 
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CARL fV1. M:LLER 
Ctv'J!LLE:Ri@CHOtCEONEMPJL.COM 

L 

6. 

'" l\J. 

1L 

6-H5 PROFESSIONAL PARK DR!VE 

P.O. Box 332 
NEW HAVEN, !N 46774 
PHONE: 260-749-5858 

F ACSIIY:\LE: 260~493-7619 

June 201:2 

c \\ 

Branch 

STEPHEt..J J. Hl-..RANl-s 
SHARANTS1 @CHOICEOi'lEMAiL.CO'vi 

Coun:;c:J fr_:;.r lndian2 i\orthcastern IZai}road 
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CARL M. MiLLER 
CMILLER1@CHO!CEONEMA1L.COM 

Boc,rd of Commissioners 

49036 

6j8 PROF£SS!ONAL PARK DRiVE 

P.O. Box 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 260-749-5858 

FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619 

.lt:ne 2012 

STEPl-iEN J. H;3-,RAi"-JTS 

SHARANTSi@CHO!CEONEMA!L.C0\\,1 

AB-1102X 

5. 
6. 

8. 
0. 
10. 
l i. 

'Thank you for your 

402 or 40-1- oCthe Clean i~CL 

& HARA~TS 
Counsel Cor Indiana Northeastern Railroad 
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CARL M. MILLER 
CMILLER1@CHOICEOC-!EMAIL.COM 

Dear 

!. 

6. 

() 
0. 

10. 
ii. 

your assisLancc. 

6't8 PROFESSIONAL PP~RK DRiVE 

P.O. Sox 332 
t .. JE\N 14;\ VEN, ii'J ,tl-1677 4 
PH()i~~E: 2fjQ,-7 J.i-9-5858 

F ACSlMlLE: 260-49:3,-76.19 

June 20i 

of c 

tn 

s~rEPHEN J. i-4/~RANTS 
SHAR/1,NTS.~@CHOiCEOf'--IE~riAiL.COM 

Counsel for l11 diarm Norti1o"' "f"I'''J f·'··· 1·!···~··r! · " v ,._, v 1 .... o 1 va,_ 
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CARL M. MILLER 

CMlLLER1@CHOICEONE"'AAIL.COM 

Sir 

6. 

:o. 
11. 
!2. 

'Thank you for your 

6H3 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. Box 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 45774 
PHONE: 260-749-5858 

FACSIMiLE: 260-493-7619 

June 2012 

ofrhe 
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~n Branch and SL 

STEPHEi'l J. HARANTS 

5HAR.ANTS1@CHO!CECHEMAiL.CO:V. 



CARL M. MILLER 
CMILLER1@CHOICEOr-1EMAIL.COM 

Dear 

6. 
I 

11. 

618 PROFESS!C)NAL PP-..RK OR!VE 

P.O. BOX 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 

J ~ll1C 

or 

2012 

the \\ ,., 

in Branch c~nd 

SH.l\RANTS1@CHOiCEONEMAIL.COM 

Counsel for Indiana >JorLheastern Railroad 

APPE~DlX C-15 



CARL M. MiLLER 

CM!LLER1@CHO!CEONEMAlL.COM 

Re: 

ll 
l l. 

!318 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. Box 332 
r.JEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 260~749.-5858 

F ACSiMlLE: 2G0·493-7619 

June 2012 

or 

'{ 

APPEl\DlX C-16 

STEPHEN J, riARANTS 
SHARANTS~@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

[!""ail road 



CARL M. 
CMlLLER1@CHOJCECHEM.A.!L.COM 

l1. 
1' 

618 f?ROFES:S~ONAL F f\.RK [)RIVE 

f'.O. 8.::.)X 332 
NEW HAVEN, iN 
PHONE: 2G()-74.9-E5858 

FACSli\~lL.E: 2:J3Q .. ·49:3-v7019 

Jtlne 2012 

"vllLLER & HARANTS 

STEPHEN J. H.t\RANT:'3 
SH/:.,RANTS1@CHOlCEONE;",<!AIL.COM 

Ccr frJr Indiana r\orthcast::?rn fZailroad 

APPE:\DIX C-17 



CARL M. MILLER 
CM!U .. ER1@CHOICEONEMAlL.COM 

Re: 

l L 

618 PROFESSIONAL P A.'<K DRiVE 
P.O. BoX 332 

NE1N HAVEN, !N 46774 
PHONE: 

June 2012 

or o' 

APPENDlX C-l8 

STEPhEN J. H;!\RANTS 
SHARANTS1@CHOICEONEMAiL.COi',1 



CARL M. MILLER 
Ch~ILLER1@CHOICEONEMP.IL.COM 

IZe: 

S. 

9, 

ll. 

16 

618 PROF!:::SSiONAL PJi.Rf< DRiVE 
P.O. BOX 332 

NEW HAVEN, IN 4677 4 
PHONE: 260-7.l!.9-5858 

F ACS!MILE: 260-493-7619 

Jm:e :2012 

Au. 

and 

STEPHEN J. HARANTS 
SH/\RANTS1@CHOICEONEMAIL.COM 

(:ounse1 for Indiana !'Jortheas~ertl ;zailroacl 

APPENDIX C-19 



Ci\RL M. rv1:LLER 
CMiLLEF<i@CHOlCEONEMAIL.COM 

G. 

l. 

FZ.ai!ruad 

618 PROFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 

P.O. F30X 332 
NEW HAVEN, IN 46774 
PHONE: 

FACSIMILE: 260-493-7619 

June 29. 2012 

'\!JLLER 8:. i!AR:\'.JTS 

STEPHEf-..J J. H;}..RANTS 
SHARANTSi@CHCllCEONEfvV\!L,C0\\1 

~ I " Lounse, !or Indiana Northeastern l"Zailt·oad 

APPENDIX C-20 
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DOCKET NO. AB-l102X LOG OF AFFECTED HIGHWAY CROSSrNGS 

Road Mile Post Information !Nat. lnv. No. 

Garfield Road 81.32 signals, paved road 510186Y 

private crossing 81.77 923 740 E 

private crossing 81.81 923 741 L 

private crossing 82.18 509 708 X 

private crossing 82.63 509 707 R 

\Vheeler Road 82.74 gravel road 510 185 s 
private crossing 83.16 509 706 J I 

I Batavia Road 83.57 !signals paved road 510 184 K 

IUS HiglnYay 12 Overpass I 84.11 I bridge over railroad j51 0 183 0 

j pnvate crossmg 84.39 1509 705 c 
Snmv Prai1·ie Road 84.89 pa\ed road 510 182 w 

j pm ate crossing 85.34 509 704 v 
I Cavanaugh Road . 85.50 !paved road 510181P 

i pn\ ate crossmg 85.78 923 742 T 

!\Vi!dlife Road 86.04 gravei road 510 180 H 

'Wildlife Road 86.56 gravel road ,510 178 G 

P~u·ham Road 88.03 ,paved road 1510 179 N 

• pnvate crossmg 88.45 1923 743 A 

private crossmg 88.71 509 703 N 

Matteson Street I 89.11 I signals. paved road, 2 tracks 510177A 

Albers Road 89.63 fpaved road 510176T 

pnvate crossmg 9t).l7 crosses between farm & barns 509 702 G 

Prairie River Road 91 19 i gravel road 510 175 L 

Holmes Road 92.07 lpaved road 5!0 174 E --1 
pnvate crossing 92.32 I509 699 B i 

J 
lpnvate crossmg 92.53 ~50970iA 
!pnvate crossmg 92.95 509 700 T 

!Taggart Road 93.31 !paved road 510 173 X 

I pnvate crossing 94.11 l509 698 u 
I pnvate crosstng 94.62 509 697 M I 
I Dee1· Pari{ Road 94.80 !paved road 510172 R 

lpnvate crossing 94.87 I lso9 696 F 

!private crossing I 95.!6 509 695 y 
I Burr Oai;; Road I 95.56 !paved road 510 171 J 
Second Street 95.82 signals, paved road, 2 tracks 510 170 c 
Sixth Street 96.01 signals (bells only), paved road 510 169 H 

!Halfway Road I 96.11 signals, paved road 510 168 B 
!private crossing 96.66 509 694 s 
private crossing 97.21 509 693 K 
Robinson Road 97.51 paved road 510 167 u 
\Vitt Lal\:e Road 98.46 paved road 510 166M 
private crossing 99.56 driveway to homes on nearby lake 509 692 D 
private crossing 99.81 923 744 G 
Lafayette Road 99.72 paved road 510 165 F 
BigHill Road 100.50 gravel road 510 164 y 
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MILEPOST 94.12 
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IVIILEPOST 95.43 
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CO!v-! 

13.2012 

II 

t. 1 i I 

:vl!dk::; 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing Combined Environmental 

and Historic Report in Docket No. AB-11 02X, \vas served by First Class U.S. postage 

on the 1 of on following parties 



Bill O'Neill, Acting Chief 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Forest Management Division 
530 West Alleghan Street, 
PO Box 30452 

48909-7952 

Dave Rigney, NOAA 
MOOT/Design Survey Section 
425 W. Ottawa Street 
Lansing, 48933 

Director 
of Environmental 

Office of Great Lakes 
PO Box 30473 

48909-7973 

Natural Resources Consenatioa Service 
Service Center 

. Willowbrook Suite F 
Coldwater, 48936-8852 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
CentreYille Service Center 
693 E. Main Street 

49032-9603 

u~.-,~·nT11f"11T of Natural Resources 
Stevens T. Mason 
PO Box 30028 

48909-7528 

Lt. Col. Michael C. Derosier 
U.S. of 
Detroit District 

48231-1027 

MI of Environmental 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 

49009-5025 

National Park Service 
9922 W. Front Street 
Empire, Michigan 49630 

Scott Hicks, Field Supervisor 
Fish and Wildlife Services 
East Lansing Field Office 
2651 Coolidge Suite 101 
East Lansing, 48823-6316 

US EPA, Region 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Branch 
Courthouse 

Board of Commissioners 

1 Division Street 
Coldwater, 49036 

St. 
125 W. Main Street 
PO Box 277 

PO Box 30740 

Communications and 
N!NGSl2 

1315 
Sllver 

State 
425 W. Ottawa Street 
PO Box 30050 

Jonathan \V. 
National Soil 

Director 
Center 

ri9202 

l 00 Centennial Mal\ Room 152 
32 
Nebraska 68508-3866 
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INDIANA NORTHEASTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 
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EXHIBITD 

SUBSEQUENT CORRESONDENCE 
REGARDING ENVIRONMENTAL 

OR HISTORIC IMPACT 



Natural Resources Conservation Service 
National Soil Survey Center 
Federal Building, Room 152 
1 00 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE 68508-3866 

September 4, 2012 

comment on the 
and Counties, 

United States Department of Agriculture 

Phone: (402) 437-5499 
FAX: (402) 437-5336 

12, requesting opm10n 
"''"'f""'"" Abandomnent in 
consultation with 

Department Agriculture (USDA) Office 
being sent to a federal entity: of Analysis (OEA) of the 

Board (STB), providing the information you have requested would be in 
5 C.F.R. §2635.805(a) "An employee shall not 
the United as an expert with or without 

... ...,,.u,UF, before a court or agency of United States in which the 
or has a direct and substantial interest ... " 

a consequence, neither I nor any of my staff are able to provide comments in response to your 

JONATHAN W. HEMPEL 
Director 
National Soil Survey Center 

Helping People Help the Land 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 



RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICf IIGA~ 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

September 4, 2012 

JAMIE CLOVER ADAMS 
DIRECTOR 

Mr. Carl M. Miller 
& 

Drive 

in 

on the 
and St. Joseph 

concern, as it project, would 
on properties enrolled under Part 361 of NREPA (formerly PA 116, the 

Act) and on inter-county 

no additional concerns the issues in the Environmental 
Report as they apply to the functions of this department. being included 

-3933, if I in this free to 
of further 

Sincerely, 

Abigail S. Eaton 
Environmental Resource Specialist 
Environmental Stewardship Division 

CONSTITUTION HALL • P.O. BOX 30017 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
W\Nw.michigan.govlmda • (517) 373-1104 • (800) 292-3939 



ST 
RICK SNYDER MiCHIG?J~ STi\TE HOUSii~G 

VICTORIA RLTSO~ 
SURFACE TRA'\SPORTA TIO'\ BOARD 
:395 E STREET S\V 
\VASHI0:GTO~ DC 20423 

Indiana '\orthc:astem 
11 Branch and St. 

Dear i:vls. Rutson: 

s 

are essemial to infonned decision 
must 

GARY HEIDEL 

LL\bandonrnent STB Docket: ~~B-

rbe 

occur on or affect any historic on tribal lands. 
Federal Officials or their authorities are 

any Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian that 
effects and invite them to be 

This Jetter with :36 CFR § 800.4 "ldemification of historic , and the fulfillment 
the SHPO, as a in the Secticn 106 process. under 

affected.'' 

The State Historic Preservation Office is not the office of record for this these ·You are therefore to 
maintain a copy of this lener wit!J your environmental record for this these . Ifthe of work 
~"'~"'"~o in \\ ay, or if artifacts or bones are 

contact Brian Cultural Resource at 335-2721 or 
Piease reference our number in all communication vdth this office 

Thank you for this to review and comment, and for your 

Cultural Resource ~ 

for Brian D. 
State Historic Preservation Officer 0 

BGG ROC SAT kah 

Carl ~1. ~lilleL \Iiller & 

STATE HISTORiC RESERVATION OFi=! ~ 
702 \;VEST KALAtv1ft,ZOO STREET • P 0 BOX LJ • LANSiNG !C iGAN L39C9-S2L.O 

www 035 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

Based on the attached Affidavits of Publication, I hereby certify that the Notice of Intent 

to Abandon Rail Line, appearing as Attachment 1 to this Exhibit, was published in the 

Coldwater, Michigan Daily Reporter on July 27, 2012, and that the Notice oflntent to Abandon 

Rail Line was published in the Sturgis, Michigan Sturgis Journal on July 27, 2012;/J 



ATTACHMENT 1 
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF BRANCH 

THE DAILY 
REPORTER 

A D11 1\ion ol Liberty (iruup Public;hing 

1 :'i W. Pearl Street 
Coldvvatcr. Michigan 49036 

i:'i17) 27:-\-2.l!X 

a public newspaper. prinlcd. published 
;md ~.~irclllatcd in "-aid C1Jt!n1y of Bntnch, 

and <hal I he annc\cd notice. wkcn !'rom 
s:1id paper. ha' hee11 pub!Jshcd 111 sa1cl 

papc·r at !cast Ullcc· in each l'.cck 

for J~~- suc~.:c->sivc w~ek-.:, 
anclthc ,lint f'll/!liullion 

was on the da!L' ,Jf: 



Affidavit of Publication -STURGIS JOURNAL 

State ofMichigan ) s.s 
County of St. Joseph ) s.s 

=-'~"--'-~-"-"-=..c~~- being duly sworn, de

Is '-'-'"-'--~~~~~= 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO JOURNAL, a public 

w wn: 

A. 

Advertising Director 

July 27,2012 

My 


