
BEFORE THE 
SURF ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 2X) 

MISSOURI CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 
-DISCONTINUANCE OF TRACKAGE RIGHTS EXEMPTION­

IN CASS AND JACKSON COUNTIES, MISSOURI 

October 17, 2013 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Sandra L. Brown 
David E. Benz 
Thompson Hine LLP 
1919 M Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
202.263.4101 (phone) 
202.331.8330 (fax) 

Counsel for Missouri Central Railroad 
Company 

          FEE RECEIVED 
       October 17, 2013 
              SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

               F I L E D 
       October 17, 2013 
              SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

         
         
         
         234933 
       ENTERED 
Office  of  Proceedings 
   October 17, 2013 
       Part of  
    Public Record 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 2X) 

MISSOURI CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 
-DISCONTINUANCE OF TRACKAGE RIGHTS EXEMPTION­

IN CASS AND JACKSON COUNTIES, MISSOURI 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

The Missouri Central Railroad Company ("MCRR") hereby submits this Verified Notice 

of Exemption pursuant to 49 USC§ 10502 and 49 CFR § 1152.50 for the discontinuance of 

trackage rights over a rail line owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company ("UP") between 

Pleasant Hill, MO (at milepost 263.5) and Leeds Junction, MO (at milepost 288.3). 

MCRR had intended to file this Notice of Exemption on October 1, 2013 (see the 

attached Exhibits D and F). However, the federal government shutdown that began at midnight 

on September 30, 2013 prevented filing on October 1st because the Surface Transportation 

Board did not accept filings (even if electronic) during the shutdown. Nonetheless, filing of this 

Notice today is proper because, according to the Board's website, "[a]ll deadlines requiring the 

submission of material to the Board during the pendency of the shutdown are tolled." 

As required by 49 CFR § 1152.50( d)(2), MCRR provides the following information: 

I. Proposed consummation date. 

The proposed consummation date is December 6, 2013, which is at least 50 days after the 

filing ofthis Notice, as required by§ 1152.50(d)(2). 
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II. Certification required by 49 CFR § 1152.50(b ). 

Certification is found at Exhibit A to this Notice. 

III. Information required in 49 CFR §§ 1152.22(a)(l) through (4), (7), (8), and (e)(4). 

(a)(l)- exact name of applicant 

Missouri Central Railroad Company 

(a)(2)- whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 USC 
Subtitle IV, chapter 105 

MCRR is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 USC Subtitle IV, chapter 105. 

(a)(3)- relief sought 

MCRR seeks to use the class exemption described in 49 CFR § 1152.50 in order to 

discontinue trackage rights on a rail line owned by Union Pacific Railroad Company between 

Pleasant Hill, MO (milepost 263.5) and Leeds Junction, MO (milepost 288.3). MCRR obtained 

these trackage rights as part of the transaction involved in STB Docket 33508, Missouri Central 

Railroad Company - Acquisition and Operation Exemption- Lines of Union Pacific Railroad 

Company. MCRR has never utilized these trackage rights. No local or overhead traffic has 

operated on the line for at least two years. 1 

(a)(4)- detailed map 

A map is attached at Exhibit B to this Notice. 

(a)(7)- name, title, and address of applicant's representative 

MCRR's representative is: 

1 The Central Midland Railway Company ("CMR") previously included a reference to these trackage rights as part 
of an operation exemption filed in Central Midland Railway Company - Operation Exemption - Lines of Missouri 
Central Railroad Company, STB Docket No. 33988 (served Jan. 29, 2001). CMR never had independent rights to 
operate on these trackage rights, and never did operate on the track. The operating agreement was later superseded 
by a lease between MCRR and CMR. Central Midland Railway Company- Lease and Operation Exemption­
Missouri Central Railroad Company, STB Docket No. 34363 (served Feb. 11, 2004). The lease does not include the 
trackage rights between Pleasant Hill and Leeds Junction; thus, MCRR believes no additional discontinuance 
authority is needed for CMR. 
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Sandra L. Brown 
Thompson Hine LLP 
1919 M St. NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 

Attorney for Missouri Central Railroad Company 

(a)(S) -list of ZIP codes traversed by the rail line 

The rail line covered by MCRR's trackage rights traverses the following United States 

Postal Service ZIP codes in Missouri: 

64080 in Cass County 
64034 in Cass and Jackson Counties 
64082 in Jackson County 
64081 in Jackson County 
6413 8 in Jackson County 
6413 3 in Jackson County 
64129 in Jackson County 

(e)(4)- whether the property is appropriate for other public purposes 

MCRR is only discontinuing trackage rights on the line, which is owned and operated by 

the Union Pacific Railroad Company. Therefore, the line is not currently available for other 

public purposes. In the event that UP seeks to abandon the line, the issue of public use will be 

addressed in that proceeding. 

IV. The level of labor protection. 

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the proposed 

discontinuance of trackage rights will be adequately protected by the labor protective conditions 

in Oregon Short Line Railroad et al.- Abandonment- Goshen Branch, 360 ICC 91 (1979). 
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V. Certificate that the notice requirements of§§ 1152.50(d)(l) and 1105.11 have been 
met. 

Certification regarding the notice requirement of§ 1152.50(d)(1) is attached at Exhibit C 

hereto, and a copy ofthe notice is at Exhibit D. No certification regarding§ 1105.11 is required 

because (1) under§ 1105.6(c)(6), there is no environmental report, as MCRR is only 

discontinuing trackage rights and the line continues to be owned and operated by UP; and (2) 

under§§ 1105.8(a) and (b), there is no historic report, as MCRR is not leasing, transferring, or 

selling any part of the line, and any abandonment would require separate Board approval. 

VI. Certificate that the notice requirement of§ 1105.12 has been met. 

Certification regarding the notice requirement of § 1105.12 is attached at Exhibit E 

hereto. 

October 17, 2013 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra L. Brown 
David E. Benz 
Thompson Hine LLP 
1919 M Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
202.263.4101 (phone) 
202.331.8330 (fax) 

Counsel for Missouri Central Railroad Company 
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Exhibit A 

CERTIFICATION AND VERIFICATION 
REQUIRED BY 49 CFR § 1152.50(b) 

I, Robert K. Neff, President of Missouri Central Railroad Company, declare under 

penalty of perjury that (1) MCRR seeks to discontinue its trackage rights on the Union Pacific 

Railroad Company rail line between milepost 263.5 in Pleasant Hill, MO and milepost 288.3 in 

Leeds Junction, MO; (2) MCRR has not moved any local or overhead traffic over the line for at 

least two years; (3) overhead traffic, ifthere were any, could be rerouted over other lines; and (4) 

no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service regarding cessation of service over the line is 

pending before the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided 

in favor of the complainant within the two-year period. 

Further, I declare under penalty of perjury that I have read the foregoing Notice of 

Exemption in STB Docket No. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 2X) and that its assertions are true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. I certify that I am qualified and authorized 

to file this Notice of Exemption. 

Robert~ ( flit 

Date / I 
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Exhibit C 

CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRED BY 49 CFR § 1152.50(d)(2) 

As required by 49 CFR § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that on 

September 18, 2013 (at least 10 days prior to filing this Notice of Exemption), written notice was 

provided to the following entities regarding the intent to use the Notice of Exemption procedure 

to discontinue trackage rights on the Union Pacific Railroad Company rail line between milepost 

263.5 in Pleasant Hill, MO and milepost 288.3 in Leeds Junction, MO. A copy of the notice is 

attached as Exhibit D. 

Public Service Commission 
Governor Office Building 
200 Madison Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Chief Tom Tidwell 
United States Forest Service 
Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence A venue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

October 1, 2013 

Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street NW, 9th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Railroads for National Defense Program 
Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
Department of Defense 
1 Soldier Way 
Scott AFB, IL 62225 

Attorney for Missouri Central Railroad Company 
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THOMPSON 
HI~ I; 

ATLANTA CLEVILAND DAYTON WASHINGTON. D.C. 

CINCINNATI COLUMBUS NEWYORK 

September 18, 2013 

Via Federal Express 

Public Service Commission 
Governor Office Building 
200 Madison Street, P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

ChiefTom Tidwell 
United States Forest Service 
Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street NW, 9th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Railroads for National Defense Program 
Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
Department of Defense 
1 Soldier Way 
Scott AFB, IL 62225 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 2X), Missouri Central Railroad Company­
Discontinuance of Trackage Rights Exemption- in Cass and Jackson Counties, 
Missouri 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Missouri Central Railroad Company ("MCRR") gives notice that on or about October 1, 
2013, it intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), 395 ESt. SW, 
Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption under 49 CFR 1152 (Subpart F-Exempt 
Abandonments) permitting MCRR to discontinue trackage rights over an approximately 24.8 
mile line of railroad owned and operated by Union Pacific Railroad Company between railroad 
milepost 263.5, near Pleasant Hill, MO, and railroad milepost 288.3, near Leeds Junction, MO. 
Notice is being provided to you pursuant to 49 CFR § 1152.50(d)(l). 

The rail line over which MCRR proposes to cease trackage rights (the "Line") is currently owned 
and operated by Union Pacific Railroad Company. The Line traverses through United States 
Postal Service ZIP Codes 64080 in Cass County, 64034 in Cass and Jackson Counties, and 
64082, 64081, 64138, 64133, and 64129 in Jackson County. The discontinuance of trackage 
rights proceeding will be docketed as No. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 2X) at the STB. 

A map is attached. Based on information in our possession, the Line does not contain federally 
granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be made available 
promptly to those requesting it. 

THOMPSON HINE LLP 

ATIORNEYS AT lAW 

1919 M Street, N.W. 
Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1600 

www.ThompsonHine.com 
Phone: 202.331.8800 
Fax: 202.331.8330 



THOMPSON 
'~~HlN~~ ~ .... , .......... , ... , ......... . 

September 18, 2013 
Page- 2-

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

enclosure (map) 

Yours very truly, 

Sandra L. Brown 
David E. Benz 
Thompson Hine LLP 
1919 M StreetNW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 263-4101 (telephone) 
(202) 331-8330 (facsimile) 

Attorneys for Missouri Central Railroad Company 
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Exhibit E 

CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRED BY 49 CFR § 1105.12 

As required by 49 CFR § 1105.12, the undersigned hereby certifies that a "Notice of 

Intent to Discontinue Rail Service" was published in the form prescribed by the Board's 

regulations at the appendix to 49 CFR § 1105.12 for a Notice ofExemption. The Notice of 

Intent was published one time in a major newspaper in each county in which the subject rail line 

is located, as described below. A copy of the newspaper Notice of Intent and the respective 

Affidavits of Publication are attached at Exhibit F. 

county newspaper publish date 

Cass Cass County Democrat-Missourian September 13, 2013 

Jackson Independence Examiner September 13, 2013 

David E. Benz !/ 
Attorney for Missouri Central Railroad Company 

October 1, 2013 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 
STATE OF MISSOURI 
COUNTY OF CASS ss. 

I, Janis Anslinger, being duly sworn according to law, state 
that ram the ClassifiedAdManagerofthe Cass County Democrat­
Missourian, a weekly newspaper of general circulation in ~he 
County of Cass, State of Missouri, where located; . w~tch 
newspaper has been admitted to the .Post O.ffice ~s pen~dtcal 
class matter in the City of Harrisonvtlle, Mtssoun, the ctty of 
publication; which newspaper has been published regularly and 
consecutively .for a period of three years and has a hst of 
bonafide subscribers, voluntarily engaged as such who have 
paid or agreed to pay a stated price for a subscription fo~ a 
definite period of time, and that such ~ewspap~r has complted 
with the provisions of Secti.on 493 .0)0, Revtsed Statutes of 
Missouri 2000, and Section 59.310, Revised Statutes of 
Missouri 2000. The affixed notice appeared in said newspaper in 
the following consecutive issues: _<::::; /1 .-d-. 
tn Insertion: vot./33 No. 1.Z_. Ja day of~20 (3. 

2!!!1 Insertion: Vol. __ No. ____ , __ day of ___ 20 __ 

3!<! Insertion: Vol. __ No. ___ , __ day of ___ 20 __ . 

S:!l Insertion: Vol. __ ._No._· __ , __ day of ___ 20 __ 

(Space abov~f':'r rurnr-4i""· ;,,r,~,.~"H!till!!\ :·-·-; 
· '·'·NOTICE'.QF.JNT>ENT-·''.' 
-·:·.·ui<ritsc&&r-INuE ;-:. ,:: 
. - ItAiu'sEiiv1crE;- ·, · . 

- ·'Missduti· ·. · '-'C~ntta'l : 

~~~~~et~~~r~: 
201,3,:tbntend~·toftle·witli _. 

: railfoatlmilepbst263~5 tiJai.' 

iitlll 
• ZI!P : Code.,:64080 ~1n .Cass •-

-i?1lii~~:(i 
·. Se1:Yice: ZiP Cedes:~6i4b'8f 1 

_ 64&8j~>}64}38{-MJ33 1and' ... 
__ __ _______ _ __ anis_Ans illget;_Class!fiecUd 1anager --- - .;t~9~~~~I:~:;0-~f1~t··---

s~nd ~~OJ3 beroC(jl)3y/2 ~ :f~~'$~~;:~i~1! 

JULIE M. HICKS 
My Commission Expires 

June 12, 2017 
Cass County 

commission #13727108 

ti!~i~if. 
1'1 05.:6(c)" ana· . ·i :1 05>8{bj 

1~k:~~~!~!.~~~~:~~:~! 1·.· 

envJi•oi1fuentaJ •. rm~{tetst~ by. ' 
:wri'tingi.1to .;the':•o:ffice'•' o-r' 

. ' :··!. •. ;·: . \ ..... ~·, . ... ) ' • •· . .. ;. ~:. ''" '·· 



--. «nyjx9.~e,jita;lij~~e.$ CN~h·• 
, aS. off@f$:6£ffifuaii,6ia.Vassis20 

,:1111 
· ··no4.1{a} ·alia, •:,1Jo4?3'(a)l · 

-------------------- ----~- .. --------------- -------------------------------------------------- -- - --- --- --,'-';=-'~~ 



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF MlSSSOURl) 
County of Jackson) } SS. 

I, KATHERINE M. JONES., being duly sworn according to law, state that I 
am the LEGAL CLERK and agent of THE EXAMINER, a daily newspaper of 
general circulation in the County of Jackson, State of Missouri, where located; 
which newspaper has been admitted to the Post Office as a periodical class 
matter in the City of Independence, Missouri, the city of publication; \Vhich 
newspaper has been published regularly and consecutively for a period of three 
years and has a list of bona fide subscribers, voluntarily engaged as such who 
have paid or agreed to pay a stated price for a subscription for a definite period 
of time, and that such newspaper has complied with the provisions of Section 
493.050, Revised Statutes of Missouri 2000, and Section 59,3!0, Revised 
Statutes of Missouri 2000. The affixed notice appeared in said newspaper in the 

t?llowing .issues: September 13, 2013 
Commencmg on 

and ending on ~~Pl~.l:l:~~E1~,?(.)}~ 

September 13, 2013 

...... ··' being the issues of: 

being Volume _1.9JL ......... ~--~ Ntunbers:~---

~;goo~tt~~~*~~ 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on tlu~ 13th 

September 2013 -· -·----
day of 

NOl'ICE OF INTENT 
TO DISCONTINUE AAllSERVICE 

Missouri · ,· .. celltrllL Ri!!lioad Company 
. (•MCRR") gives O()tice that ;onor about 
'O<to(ler 1, 2013, it intends to file with the 
Surface· Transportation. ~oard' (#!)oard"), 
washington, pt 20423,. a notke of ~xeinil: 
tion under 49.CfR 11St ~ubpart HxeO)pt 
Abandoninents permitting MCRR tq .dlscon.­
dnue ttackagerlghts over an approximately 

· 24.8 mii¢ Hoe ot railroad b~twe.en railroad 
mllepost2&3:s·near Pleasam:·tliJi, MO,and 
railroad milepost288.l,near~eed~Junction, 
MO> !his rail tine traverses through United 
states Podtal SeMce liP Cotle ~40$0 In Ca~$ 
counw. unit~d st~\es Pos~al ser~~ke ZIP ' 
<;:<XJe 64034 in cass a f1(1 • 
~rid un1ted'state~ Po~taL 
64()82, b4Q81/ 64')38, 641 
Jiickson · couf)tj, ~·The··:· · 
'docketedasN<J.A!hlO~ . . .. 2Xl• . 
. '· The· proposed. disconth1ti~nce Is 'not s\i!JjeCt 
io the. aoarll's, environmental· an~ ~ist<lri< 
reporting . requirements. . [See:. A!l . C~R 

··1105;6(c) and,) 105.8(b) l ·111tere5ted patties 
·may ma~'e lnqu!ries regarding environmental 
matters· .. by writing to the Office oi · 
Environmental · Analysis, Surface . 
Transportatiol'l Board, Washingtori,OC20423 
or bjcal!ing that. office at (2\)2} 245;929.5;, · 
Appropriate c>ffers of finandal assista11ce to 

continue rail seritice cah be filed with the 
Board, Publk use conditions and rail b<Jnk· . 

' . ingltrai·l~ use are. not. av~ilable in, proceed~ 
ings involving only diS<ohtinuante and not 
an abandonment: An original and.10 <()pies 
of any, pleading that rai$es 1ilatterH:>ti:W 

. than \ltlllironmental issues (such as offers of 
·financial assistance) must be. filed· directly 
with the Soard's Se(tlon of Admh1istratfon. 
Office of Proceedings, 395. E Street; . SW.; 
Washington,. DC 20423·0001 . ( See .49 · CfR 
.1104.1(a) and 1104::l(a)J,andonecopy must 

· .. hi! serlled onappll(ant's reprriS'1()tatJve Ue~ 
49 CFil. 1104.12(a)). Questions regardin!J 
offers offiha!)~ial assis~n<ei pu!J!ic use, <>.r · . 
tri\ils ·us~ may l:)e dire<ted to the Board's. 
OHke of Public. Assl~tailce, Governmental 
Affairs. and compliance at {202) 245,oz:m oi. 
{866) 254-1792, Assistance for the, hearing 
impaired . is available through the Fed~ra! 

·Information !lelay Servke.{"FIRS") at.(BOO) 
87?·833$!. Copies of imy comments or 
feqU!'!S!S f~( c~nditionsshovld be served on 

• applicant's reprf!Seiltative: Sandra L. ~rown, 
• Thainpsot~ Hine Llf\ Suite 700, 1919. fJl 

StrEet NW, Washington,·· TiC. 20036; • 
Telephone: {202) 263-4101. · · 
September 13, 2013 

()cPt/~'cfa_ 7" Notary Public, 

GAIL CIANCIOLO 
Notary Public-Notary Seal 

STATE OF MISSOURI 
Jackson County 

My Commission Expires Feb. 19, 2015 
Commission # 11390879 My commission expires __ (}:: { 9 "'_J[){ ~ 

Publishing Fee: _______ _ 

Received payment ---------per _______ _ 




