2341 30

2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON, DT 20037

TELEPHONE. (202) 663-7820
FACSIMILE {202} 683-7849

ROBERT A WIMBISH

April 26, 2913 !’

BY HAND DELIVERY

Cynthia T. Brown, Chief

Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC 20423-0001

Re:  Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment Exemption — In Henry, Fayette,
and Wayne Counties, Indiana, STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X); and
C&NC Railroad Corporation - Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In Henry,
Fayette, and Wayne Counties, Indiana, STB Docket No. AB-1093X

Dear Ms. Brown:

Pursuant to the Board’s abandonment and discontinuance of service class exemption
procedures for lines with no local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F),
enclosed are an original and 11 copies of a jointly-filed and verified abandonment and
discontinuance of service notice of exemption for the abandonment of a rail line owned by Norfolk
Southern Railway Company and leased by C&NC Railroad Corporation.

Checks in the total amount of $7,400.00 are enclosed to cover the applicable i’zimg fees.

Please acknowledge receipt and filing of the joint notice of exemption by date star g the
enclosed eleventh copy and returning it to the courier to return to me. g gw
Sincerely,
APR 92 2013
APR 2 6 2013 ,2; 4 5;”
SPORTATION ! R(}bez*i A. W;mb;sh Qﬁsﬁ?iﬁ?&é BOARD
Attorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company
Enclosures

cc: Maquiling Parkerson, Richard R. Wilson, Marc Kirchner



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

S8TE Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
— DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

Richard R. Wilson Robert A, Wimbish
RicHarp R. WiLson, P.C. Baxker & MiLLER PLLC

518 Center St., Suite 1 2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Ebensberg, PA 15931 Saite 300

Tel: 814-419-8152 Washington, DC 20037
Fax: 814-419-8156 Tel: (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202) 663-7849

Attorney for C&NC Railroad
Corporation Attorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company

April 26, 2013



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, BC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-Ne. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
-~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STB Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (*NSR”) and C&NC Railroad Corporation
(“CNUR?”) hereby jointly submit a verified notice of exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. part 1152,
subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights) for —
(A) NSR to abandon a total of approximately 1.49 miles of non-contiguous rail line segments
(hereinafter, the “Lines”) located in Henry, Fayette, and Wayne Counties, Indiana, consisting of
the following: (1) roughly 0.12 miles of rail line extending between milepost R 0.00 (near Broad
Street) and milepost R 0.1205 (near the intersection of S. 16th St. and Indiana Ave.) in New
Castle, Henry County, Indiana; (2) roughly 0.76 miles of rail line extending between milepost R
1.1629 (near the intersection of Cherrywood Avenue and M Avenue) and milepost R 1.92 (near
the intersection of Cherrywood Avenue and Riley Road) in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana;

and (3) roughly 0.61 miles of rail line extending between milepost CB 4.80 (west of Neuman

b



H Geses s Y e P | b A - Y3 S AT fevmar wkitaboor Dierue
fidia} and milepost CB 5.41 (near Whitaker Dnive
i \

in Washington Township, Wayne County, Indiana); and (B) CNUR to discontinue its rail
common carrier obligation over the Lines.

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), NSR and CNUR
provide the following information in support of this joint notice of abandonment and

discontinuance of service:

Certification: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)

NSR certifies that the Lines satisfy the criteria for NSR’s abandonment under the
exemption provisions at 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpart F. See Certification of R.A. Bartle,
General Manager Northern Region, Norfolk Southern Railway Company. Similarly, CNUR
hereby certifies that the Lines satisfy the criteria for its discontinuance of common carrier service
under the class exemption procedures, because, during the past two years, CNUR has provided
no local or overhead common carrier service over the Lines, nor has it received any requests for

common carrier service over them.

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R 8§ 1152.50(d42y

The proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service will both be consummated on
or after June 15, 2013 (50 days after the filing of the notice of exemption).

Additional Information Reguived: 49 C.F.R, 88 11582 22{ay{1-(43, (71-(8) and ()4}

Exact name of applicants (49 C.F.R. 8§ 1152.22{aM 1)

Norfolk Southern Railway Company

C&NC Railroad Corporation

Lind
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Whether applicants are common carriers by ratlroad (49 CF R § 1152.2

NSR and CNUR are common carriers by railroad subject to the Board’s jurisdiction
under 49 U.S.C. Subtitle I'V.

Relief sought (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(3)):

The subject Lines are part of a larger rail lines lease arrangement between NSR and
CNUR dating back several years. CNUR has determined that, in light of the absence of traffic
on the Lines, it would prefer no longer to lease the Lines from NSR, and it has notified NSR of
its decision. Accordingly, CNUR has chosen to invoke the discontinuance class exemption
procedures to be relieved of its common carrier obligations over the Lines. NSR, as owner of the
Line, concurs in CNUR’s decision to terminate its leasehold interest in the Lines, and to
discontinue its common carrier status over them. And because of the Line’s long-standing
inactivity, NSR has elected concurrently with CNUR’s discontinuance notice to invoke the
Board’s class exemption procedures to abandon the Lines, rather than to assume primary
responsibility to provide common carrier service over them following CNUR’s proposed
discontinuance.

Pursuant to this joint notice of exemption, NSR seeks to abandon a total of approximately
1.49 miles of non-contiguous rail line segments (the Lines) located in Henry, Fayette, and
Wayne Counties, Indiana, consisting of the following: (1) roughly 0.12 miles of rail line
extending between milepost R 0.00 (near Broad Street) and milepost R 0.1205 (near the
intersection of S. 16th St. and Indiana Ave.) in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; (2) roughly
0.76 miles of rail line extending between milepost R 1.1629 (near the intersection of Cherrywood
Avenue and M Avenue) and milepost R 1.92 (near the intersection of Cherrywood Avenue and

Riley Road) in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and (3) roughly 0.61 miles of rail line

B



nan Lake Road in Connersvilie, Fayetic

extending between milepost CB 4.80 (west of Neu
County, Indiana) and milepost CB 5.41 (near Whitaker Drive in Washington Township, Wayne
County, Indiana). Also pursuant to this joint notice of eXemptiaﬁf CNUR, as discussed above,
seeks to discontinue its rail common carrier obligation over the Lines.

Map (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(4)):

A detailed map showing the location of the Lines is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

Avplicants’ representatives (49 C.F.R. 8§ 1152 22(a)(Ty):

The representative of NSR to whom correspondence regarding these proceedings should

be sent is as follows:

Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Tel:  (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202) 663-7849

The representative of CNUR to whom correspondence regarding these proceedings

should be sent is as follows:

Richard R. Wilson
RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.
518 Center St., Suite 1
Ebensberg, PA 15931

Tel: 814-419-8152

Fax: 814-419-8156

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.E.R. § 1152.22(a)(8)):

The Lines traverse portions of the following United States Postal Zip Code territories:

47331, 47357, and 47362.

Ly
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Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C.F.R. § 1152 29(e){4)x:

NSR, as owner of the subject Lines, has no opinion as to whether or not the Lines and the
underlying rights-of-way would be suited for other public purposes. NSR may not have fee title
to the entire rights-of-way for the Lines it proposes to abandon, which could affect future public
use plans in the event that abandonment is consummated. However, NSR is unaware of any
plans targeting any or all of the subject rights-of-way for such purposes. The Lines do not
contain federally-granted rights-of-way. As appropriate, NSR and CNUR are willing promptly
to make available any information in their possession to anyone so requesting it.

Labor Protfection

Because the Lines have been out of service for over two years, it is unlikely that any
railroad employees will be adversely affected by exercise of abandonment and discontinuance
authority. However, as a condition to exercise of the authority permitted in this matter, NSR and
CNUR will accept the imposition of standard labor protective conditions as set forth in Oregon

Short Line R. Co — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

Certifications
Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Service and Publication certifying
compliance with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth at 49
CF.R.§ 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12, respectively. Attached as Exhibit Disa
certificate of compliance with the advance notice requirements for Environmental and Historic
eports applicable to rail line abandonments as set forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11.

Environmental and Historic Beport

As is reflected in the certificate of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11]

(Exhibit D), NSR has prepared a consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (“E&HR”) in
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ment of the Line, which conforms to the regquirements of

49 C.FR.§§ 1105.7 and 1105.8. A copy of that E&HR is attached hereto as Attachment 1 to

Exhibit D (§ 1105.11 certification).

April 26, 2013

Respectfully submitted,

R a

Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Tel:  (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202) 663-7849

Attorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company

.

Richard R. Wilson /JS
RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.
518 Center St., Suite 1
Ebensberg, PA 15931
Tel:  814-419-8152
Fax: &14-419-8156

Attorney for C&NC Railroad Corporation

o



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, bBC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STB Docket Mo, AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

VERIFICATIONS



Verification

I, John Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company (‘NSR”), hereby
verify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge the foregoing abandonment
notice of exemption is true and correct. Further, | certify that | am qualified and authorized to
make such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with this proceeding before the Surface

Transportation Board.

Executed this eighth day of March, 2013.

7

#

Jghn H. Friedmann
Vice President




| hereby verify on behalf of C&NC Railroad Corporation (*CNUR?”), under penalty
of perjury, that the facts pertaining to CNUR as set forth in the foregoing joint
abandonment and discontinuance of service notice of exemption are true and correct.
in addition, | hereby certify that | am qualified and authorized to tender this Verification.

Executed on: April 24, 2013

ﬂ ¢

[NAME and TITLE]




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
-~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STB Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
— DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

EXHIBIT A

NSR CERTIFICATION



CERTIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA:
ss:
CITY OF ATLANTA:
R.A. Barlle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Northern Region
for Norfolk Southern Railway Company; that the line 0.12 miles of rail line between Milepost R
0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; abandonment of 0.76 milss
| of rail line between Milepost R 1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and
abandonment of 0.61 miles of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the
City of Connersville and Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties,
indiana., over which service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction; that
no local traffic has moved over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years and that overhead iraffic, if thers were any, could ba rerouted
over other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a state
or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding cessation of service over the
line either is pending before the Surface Transporiation Board or any U. 8. District Court or has
besn decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period.

Yy e

R. A Bartle

Sﬁbgs@g% and safsm ts bfm me

this day Qf
1.6 @JM
Tondna U St
Notary Public |
My commission expires:

'Jr{! 20/2015~



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STE Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
—~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STB Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

EXHIBIT B

MAP
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STE Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATES OF
SERVICE/PUBLICATION



Certificate of Service of Advance Notice

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) — Notice

I certify that, on April 12, 2013, in keeping with 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), | caused the
following parties to be served with the written notice of intent of Norfolk Southern Railway
Company (“NSR”) and C&NC Railroad Corporation (“*CNUR”) to invoke the Board’s notice of
exemption procedures for NSR to abandon and for CNUR to discontinue common carrier

operations over approximately 1.49 miles of rail line located in Henry, Fayette, and Wayne

Counties, Indiana:

Public Service Commission

Brenda A. Howe

Secretary of the Commission

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
101 West Washington St., Suite 1500 E
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Managsement Command, Transportation
Ensineerine Asency, Railroads for National Defense Program)

David Dorfman

SDDC TEA

Railroads for National Defense
709 Ward Dr., Bldg. 1990
Scott AFB, IL 62225

(618) 220-5741

The Mational Park Service, Becreation Resources Assistance Division

Charlie Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers & Trails Conservation Program

1201 Eye Street, NW, 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220)
Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 354-6900



U.S. Department of Aoviculture, Chief of the Forest Service

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief

Forest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
201 14th Street SW

Washington, DC 20024

(202) 205-8439

S/W Sandy Berg, Office Manager

April 26, 2013 j? . 5 1/;

Robert A. Wimbish
Attorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company

14



Certificate of Newsnaper Publication

49 CH.R. B 110512 — Newspaner MNotice

[ certify that a “Joint Notice of Intent to Discontinue Rail Service and to Abandon Line of
Railroad” was published in the form prescribed by the Board for abandonment and
discontinuance notices of exemption (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12). The notice was published one time
on April 18, 2013, in the Courier Times and on April 17, 2013, in the Connersville News
FExaminer, collectively newspapers of general circulation in Henry, Fayette, and Wayne

Counties, Indiana.

April 26, 2013

Robert A. is
Attorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-Ne. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STE Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
—~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

EXHIBIT D

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC
REPORT REQUIREMENTS



Environmental Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X) was mailed via first class mail on May 31, 2012 to the

following parties:

Leonard Urban, Mayor
City Hall

504 Central Ave
Connersville, IN 47331

Jim Small, Mayor
227 North Main Street # 1
New Castle, IN 47362

Billy Jobe, Trustee
Washington Township
P.O. Box 355

Miiton, IN 47357

Fayette County Administration
401 Central Avenue
Connersville, IN 47331

Jodie Brown

County Commissioners

101 8. Main Street 3™ Floor
New Castle, IN 47362

Beth Fields
401 East Main Street
Richmond, IN 47374

indiana Department of Transportation
Railroad Section

100 N. Senate Avenue

1GCN, Room N901

Indianapolis, IN 46204

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District

P.O. Box 59

Louisville, KY 40201

USDA-NRCS
6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278

Indiana Dept. of Environmental
Management

Indiana Government Center
100 N. Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46204

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5 - Water Protection Division
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL. 60604

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Scott Pruitt

Bloomington Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403

National Park Service
Michael Reynolds
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Services Division

Room 9202, NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and
Archeology

402 West Washington Street

Indiana Government Center South, Room
W256

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Mike Molnar

Water Division

402 West Washington Street, Room W2615
Indianapolis, IN 46204



Victoria Rutson

Director, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Strest, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

May 31, 2012



ATTACHMENT 1
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER




Norfolk Southem Corporation

Three Commercial Place . .
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202 n?;ﬁgéziigg g;iiﬁmeﬂi
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207
(757) 629-2803
May 31, 2012

RE: STB Docket No. AB-280 (Sub-No. 326X}, Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Fayette, Henry, and Wayne Counties, Indiana

Dear Sir/Madam:

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between 0.12 miles of rail line
between Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R 6.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; 0.76
miles of rail fine between Milepost R 1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana;
and 0.61 miles of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 541 in the City of
Connersville and Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana.

Enclosed is a Combined Envircnmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. Two maps of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; howsver, if you identify any
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them.
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB’s independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0298 or by mail to;

Surface Transporiation Board,
395 E Strest, SW., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer {o the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this acltion. For this reason your written comments
{with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston Comegys
by emall at Kearston. Comeqgys@nscorp.com, or by mail to:

Opsrating Subsidlary: Norfulk Southsrn Rellway Company



Kearston Comegys
Coordinator-Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sinceraly,

Marcelius C. Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Raitlway Company



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
And
STB DOCKET NO. AB-1093X
C&NC Railroad Corporation

PROPOSED RAIL LINE DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE
AND OPERATING RIGHTS

BETWEEN MILEPOSTR 0.00-. R 1205, R 1.1629 - R 1.92, and
MILEPOST CB 4.80 - CB 5.41
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, and WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

Combined Environmental and Historic Beport

May 31, 2012



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X}

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
And

STB DOCKET NO. AB-1083X

C&NC Railroad Corporation
PROPOSED RAIL LINE DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE
AND OPERATING RIGHTS

BETWEEN MILEPOSTR 0.00 - R 0.1205, R 1.1629 - R 1.92, and
MILEPOST CB 4.80 - CB 5.41
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, and WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

Combined Environmental and Historic Beport

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) and C&NC Railroad Corporation
(CNUR) (collectively “railrcads”) jointly submit this Combined Environmental and
Historic Report (“EHR”) pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(e) and 48 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d),
respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 0.12 miles of rail line between Milepost R
0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, indiana; 0.76 miles of rail line
between Milepost R 1.1628 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and 0.61

miles of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the City of



Connersville and Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties,

indiana.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

49 CFR 1105.7{e){1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.
Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition {if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any

reasonable alternatives fo the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

RESPONSE: Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon
and C&NC Railroad Corporation (CNUR) proposes to discontinue service and operating
rights under a lease over 0.12 miles of rail line betwaen Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R
0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; 0.76 miles of rail line between Milepost R
1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and 0.61 miles of rail line
between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the City of Connersville and
Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana. The line
segments tolal 1.49 mile. The R line has been out of service for many years and the CB
line has been out of service for 2 years.

Following abandonment and discontinuance of service and operating rights the
line segments will be salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track
structure from the existing roadbed. The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as
is and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structure is

removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be



removed. No digging or burying of any kind is permitted. All track material is removed
and steel is either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be reused in other railroad

operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and

regulations.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in
place. This alternative is not satisfactory. The railroads would incur opportunity and
other holding costs that would need to be covered by other customers were this line

segment to be retained.

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix
A. NSR’s letter {o federal, state and local government agencies is attached as
Appendix B, Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of

consultations can be found in Appendix C. The crossing list can be found in Appendix

D.

49 CFR 1105.7{e}{2) Transportation system.

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverfed to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

RESPONSE.: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation
systems and patterns are expected to be negligible. There is no rail freight or

passenger traffic remaining on the line segment proposed for abandonment.



49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
inconsistencies.

RESPONSE: An outline of future land use plans has been requested from
Henry, Fayette, and Wayne counties and from the Mayor of Connersville, the Mayor of
New Castle, and the Washington Township Trustee also received notifications. These
officials were also asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed abandonment
with existing land use plans. A copy of the response from the City of New Castle

supporting the abandonment is attached in Appendix C.

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any prime agriculfural land.

RESPONSE: Consuitation was requested from The United States Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. A copy of their response that states
the proposed abandonment will not cause a conversion of Prime Farmland is attached in

Appendix C.

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105.8.

RESPONSE: Not applicable, as the property is not located in a coastal zone.

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.5.C. 10906 and explain why.



RESPONSE: NSR may not have fee titie to the entire right of way underlying
the line proposed for abandonment; therefore, NSR may not have a contiguous corridor

available for public use.

49 CFR 1105.7(e){4) Energy.
(i} Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.
RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,

and the line did not carry any energy resources when it was last in operation.
(i Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be
affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,

and the line did not carry such commodities when it was last in operation.

(i) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decreass in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

RESPONSE: The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in

id

overall energy efficiency as no freight or passenger traffic has moved over the line for

many years.

{iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than:
(A} 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B} An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given.



RESPONSE: No traffic will be diverted from rail to motor carriage as a result of

the proposed action.

45 CFR 1105.7(e}{5) Air.
(1) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected

by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect

on air emissions.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded.

(i) If the proposed action affects a class | or nonattainment area under the Clean Air

Act and will result in either:

(A} Anincrease in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross fon miles
annually) or an increase of af least three trains a day on any segment of rall line,

(B} An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity),
or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation

Plan.
RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded. Henry, Fayette, and

Wayne Counties are in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard

(NAAQS) pollutants according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.



is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service, safety
practices (including any speed restrictions),; the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available} on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials

in the event of a coliision or derailment.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.

49 CFR 1105.7(2}{6) Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state
whether the proposed action will cause:

(i} An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or
{i) An increase o a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.

If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these recepiors if the thresholds are surpassed.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceedsd.

49 CFR 1105.7(e}{7) Safety.

(i} Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time al railroad grade crossings).

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the captioned rail line will have no significant
effect upon public health or safety. Moreover, the closing of eight at-grade crossings on
the segment to be abandoned enhances public safety by eliminating distractions to
vehicular traffic crossing the line. These crossings are at M Avenue, N Avenue, O

Avenue, P Avenue, Q Avenue, R Avenue, and Neuman Road.



(i} If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.

(i) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sifes
and the types of hazardous malerials involved.

RESPONSE: NSR has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites
where there have been known hazardous material spills on the right of way or in

adjacent areas.

49 CFR 1105.7{e}{8) Biological Resources.
(i} Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.
RESPONSE: NSR does not believe that any federally listed endangered species
or their habitats will be adversely affected by the abandonment. A consultation was
requested from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to

surrounding habitats and species. USFWS responded that there are no objections to

the project as currently proposed. A copy of their response is attached in Appendix C.



(i) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or foresis
will be affected, and describe any effects.

RESPONSE: Based on the site investigation, the line segment proposed for
abandonment does not pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or
wildlife sanctuaries. No adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, National Parks or

Forests, or State Parks or Forests are anticipated.

49 CFR 1105.7{e}{9) Water.
(i} Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed

action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water guality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies.

RESPONSE: There are no plans to remove or alter the contour of the roadbed
underlying the rail line to be abandoned. This line segment crosses no waterways.
Since there are no plans to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill
materials in connection with the proposed abandonment, water quality impacts are not
expected in connection with the proposed action. Consultation was requested from the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management and from the United States

Environmental Protection Agency.

(i} Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Cormps of Engineers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act {33 U.S.C. 1344} are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be

affected. Describe the effects.

RESPONSE: This line segment crosses no waterways. The geometry of the

roadbed will not be altered and no in-stream work is contemplated. No discernible



effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent wetlands are expected in connection
with the proposed abandonment. Consequently, the railroad does not believe a Section
404 permit will be required in connection with the proposed abandonment. The
Department of the Army Corps of Engineers responded that authorization is not
required for the proposed actions. A copy of their response is attached in Appendix C.

(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342)
are required for the proposed action.

RESPONSE: This line segment crosses no waterways. There are no intentions
to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the line to be abandoned, to undertake in-
stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials. There should be no significant
effects to water quality or the need to acquire a Section 402 permit under the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act; however, consultation was requested from the Indiana

Department of Environmental Management and from the United States Environmental

Protection Agency.

49 CFR 1105.7(e}(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed tc mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expecied to produce
adverse environmental impacts. Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as
removal of rall, ties, and other railroad appurtenances. The railroad will undertake all

reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does

not produce adverse environmental impacts.



HISTORIC REPORT

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon and C&NC
Railroad Corporation (CNUR) proposes to discontinue service and operating rights
under a lease over 0.12 miles of rail line between Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R
0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, indiana; 0.76 miles of rail line between Milepost R
1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and 0.61 miles of rail line
between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the City of Connersville and
Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana.

Following abandonment and discontinuance of service and operating rights the
fine segment will be salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track
structure from the existing roadbed. The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as
is and existing drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structure is
removed, the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast will be
removed. No digging or burying of any kind is permitied. All track material is removed
and steel is either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be reused in other railroad
operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and
regulations.

The alternative to abandonment and discontinuance of service and operating
rights is to not abandon or discontinue service and operating rights over the line and

retain the frack in place. This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would incur



opportunity and other holding costs that would need to be covered by other customers

were this line segment o be retained.

Two maps delineating the line proposed for abandonment are attached in

Appendix A

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

(1) U.8.G.S. Topographic Map - Maps were furnished to the Indiana Department of

Natural Resources, Division of Historical Preservation and Archeology.

{2}  Written Description of Right of Way - The right-of-way width varies along the

line, but is 66" at the widest point. The proposed segment is between railroad Milepost R
0.00 and R 0.1205, R 1.1628 and R 1.92, and Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41.
Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB) policy, the railroad right-of-way will
constitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking.

{3} Photographs — There are no structures on the line.

{4y  Date of Construction of Structures — Not applicable.

{5} History of Operations and Changes Contemplated

The lines of railroad that are the subject of the related notice to the STB consist
of 0.12 miles of rail line between Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 and 0.76 miles
of rail line between Milepost R 1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County,
indiana; and 0.61 miles of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 541 in
Connersville and Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties,

Indiana. The rail line segments to be abandoned are referred to as the “R line” and the



‘CB line”.

The segment of the R line to be abandoned was originally part of a railroad called
the New Castle and Rushville Railroad (NC&R) incorporated December 4, 1878. NC&R
was built in 1881 and consolidated with Fort Wayne, Cincinnati, and Louisville on
November 11, 1886. The Fort Wayne, Cincinnati, and Louisville Railway was organized
by the purchasing bondholders of the Fort Wayne, Muncie, and Cincinnati Railroad. The

line was then sold to the Lake Erie and Western Railroad (LE&W) on May 28, 1890.

The segment of the CB line to be abandoned was criginally part of a railroad
called Fort Wayne, Muncie, and Cincinnati Railroad, which was incorporated in 1868
afier consolidating with The Cincinnati, Connersville, & Muncie Railway. Fort Wayne,

Muncie, and Cincinnati Railroad took on many debts from the Cincinnati, Connersville,

& Muncie Railroad.

The CB line was then sold at foreclosure to the Fort Wayne, Cincinnati, and
Louisville Railroad on December 6, 1881. The Fort Wayne, Muncie, and Cincinnati
Railroad was part of the Fort Wayne, Cincinnati, and Louisville Railway for 5 years
before the New Castle and Rushville Railroad (from the R line) was consolidated with
Fort Wayne, Cincinnati, & Louisville Railway. In 1890 the line was sold to The Lake Erie
& Western (LE&W). The LE&W branch was a line that extended from Fort Wayne {o
Connersville; the New Castle line split off to Rushville. LE&W merged with The New

York, Chicago, and St. Louis Railroad popularly known as the “Nickel Plate Road”, in

1923.



The Nickel Plate Road had been organized in 1881. Nickel Plate’s mainline
extended from Cleveland to Chicago, with a line from Fort Wayne to St. Louis and one

from Cleveland to Buffalo.

The Nickel Plate merged with Norfolk and Western Railway Company (N&W) in
1984. N&W began in 1838 with a nine-mile line from Petersburg to City Point, Virginia.

The N&W participated in more than 200 railroad mergers spanning a century and a half.

N&W and Southern Railway Company became subsidiaries of Norfolk Southern
Corporation in 1982, In December 1990, Norfolk and Western Railway Company was

consolidated into Southern Railway changed its name to Norfolk Southern Railway

Company (NSR}.

In 1997 NSR leased 22.42 miles of the line between Connersville and Beesons,
IN, including the lines which are the subject of this filing, to C&NC Railroad Corporation
(C&NC). In 2011 a new lease was executed between C&NC Railroad, LLC and NSR
which excludes the subject lines no longer in operation. C&NC Railroad, LLC continues

to operate the remaining 20.93 miles of line.

{6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - Not applicable.

{7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic

Places — There are no structures on the line or within the APE for this undertaking. The
railroads have no reason to believe that there is any likelihood of finding archaeological

resources or historic properties on the line proposed for abandonment.



(8} Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recove

The railroads are not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or
environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery. Moreover,
abandonment of the line and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any
potential archaeological resources. The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially
disturbed in the construction of the railroad line by grading and filling. Abandonment
and salvage of the line will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level of
initial disturbance.

{9)  Follow-Up Information - Additional information will be provided as appropriate.




APPENDIX A
Site Map
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RECIPIENT LIST

Proposed Rail Line Abandonment of the segment of rail line betwesn 0.12 miles of rail line
betwsen Milepost R 6.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; 0.76 miles
of rail line between Milepost R 11829 and R 1.82 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and 0.81
miies of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the City of Connersvilis and
Washington Township, located in Faystie and Wayne Counties, Indiana.

Leonard Urban, Mayor
City Hali

504 Ceniral Ave
Connersville, IN 47331

Jirn 8mall, Mayor
227 North Main Slrest# 1
New Castls, IN 47382

Billy Jobe, Trustee
Washington Townshig
P.O. Box 355

Milton, IN 47357

Fayette County Administration
401 Central Avenue
Connersville, IN 47331

Jodie Brown

County Commissionsrs

101 S. Main Street 3" Floor
New Castle IN 47362

Beth Fields
401 East Main Sireet
Richmond, IN 47374

Indiana Department of Transportation

Railroad Seclion

100 N. Senate Avenue
1GON, Room N8O1
Indianapoiis, IN 45204

United States Army Corps of Engineers

Louigville Digtrict
P.O. Box 58
Louisville, KY 40201

USDA-NRCS
6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapalis, IN 46278

indiana Dapt. of Environmentsal Management
indiana Government Center

100 N. Senate Avenue

indianapolis, IN 46204

U. 8. Environmentai Protection Agency
Region & - Water Protection Division
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, 1L 60604

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Scott Pruitt

Bloomington Field Office
820 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403

National Park Service
Michae! Reynolds
Midwest Region

801 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 88102

NOAA -National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Services Division
Room 9202, NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Bpring, MD 20810-3282

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and Archeology
402 West Washington Sireet

Indiana Government Center South, Room W256
indianapolis, IN 48204

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Mike Molnar

Water Division

402 West Washington Street, Room W2615
indianapolis, IN 46204

Victoria Rutson

Giractor, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface transportation board

395 E Strest, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001



Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Placs
Norfolk, VA 23810-8207
{757)529-2803

May 31, 2012

RE:  STB Docket No. AB-280 (Sub-No. 326X, Norfolk Southermn Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Fayelte, Henry, and Wayne Counties, indiana

Dear Sir/Madan

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail fine between 0.12 miles of rail line
between Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana; 0.76
miles of rail line between Milepost R 1.1629 and R 1.92 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana;
and 0.61 miles of rail line between Milepost CB 4.80 and Milepost CB 541 in the City of
Connersville and Washington Township, located in Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana.

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. Two maps of the proposed ftrack
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this reporl. Appendix B of this report lists the

various agencies receiving it.

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, i you identify any
adverse environmental effects pleass describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them.
Please provide us with a written response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be
included in the Report and sent {o the Surface Transportation Board (8TB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board’s Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis (8EA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mall to!

Surface Transportation Board,
385 E Strest, 8.W., Room 1108
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your wrilten commenis
{(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmenta! impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston Comegys
by email at Kearston.Comegys@nscorp.com, or by mail to:




Kearston Comegys
Coordinator-Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincersly,

Marcellus C. Kirchner
Diractor Strategic Planning
MNorfolk Southern Railway Company
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Comegys, Kearston

From: Estill, Leslis A LRL [Laslie A Estil@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, Oclober 12, 2011 12:33 PM

To: Comegys, Kearston

Ce: McKay, Gregory ALRL ‘

Subject: Norfolkk Southemn Railway Company - Abandonmeant in Henry, Fayelte, and Wayne Counties,
Indiana (UNCLASSIFIED)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Siatus: Flagged

Categories: unavailable

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Ms. Kearston Comegys

This is in response to your reguest dated October 6, 2811 concerning the proposal by Norfolk
Southern Railway to abandon and remove rail lines in Henry, Fayette, and Wayne Counties,
Indiana. The proposed removal will use existing access roads and the existing railroad
right-of-way. The underlying railbed will not be disturbed, there will be no fill meterial
used, and there will be no dredging. In addition, 211 removed tracks and debris will taken

to an upland location off site,

The Corps’ comments for this proposal will be summardized in this email response. Any
discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands, will
require & Department of the Army (DA) permit under Section 484 of the Clean Water Act. In
addition, a DA permit is required under Section 19 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1895 for
the placement of any structurs or work that tskes place in, under, or over 2 navigable water.

Based on the information you submitlted, it appears that no waters of the U.5,
will be impacted by the proposzl. IFf no waters will be impacted then the Corps’ HRegulatory
Branch has no authority over the activity and thers 13 no need to apply for a DA permit.

However, if your project does necessitates any regulated work in waters, please submit a3 DA
permit application prior to any work. The DA permit application and additional information
can be found on our website at http://www.lrl uszce army.mil by clicking on "How do

I...0btain a Permit.”
If you have any guestions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sipcerely,

Leslie Estill

Regulatory Specialist
North Section

Louisville District

Us Army Corps of Engineers
OFfice Phone {582) 315-6711

Comments on our Regulatory Services sre invited:
hWitp://ice disa.mil/index, cfm?fa=cardisite 1d=915&service provider 1d=116697

[






nt of Agriculture

ONRCS

Meztural Hesournes Conservalion Serdos
6018 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapciis, IN 46278

Ocicher 26, 2011

Marcellus C, Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Three Commercial Place
MNorfoll, Virginia 23510-9202

Dear Mr. Kirchner:

The revised proposed project to abandon approximately 1.5 miles of rail lines in Henry, Fayette
and Wayne County, Indiana, as referred 10 in your letter received October 11, 2011, will not
cause a conversion of prime farmiand.

If you need additional information, please contact Lisa Bolton st 317-200-3200, extension 342,

Sincerely,
%M
JAI\F%‘ B HARDISTY
te Conservationist

Helping Psopls Help the Land

B Equat Opg ity Pr i v




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 990
Bloomington, MIN 55437-1458

FWS/NWRS-RE - General October 26, 2011
Railroad Abandonments

Ms. Kearston Comegys
Coordinator-Abandonments
Strategic Planning — 12 Floor
Norfolk Southern Corporation
3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, Virginia 23510

RE: Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company —
Abandonment — in Henry, Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana

Dear Ms. Comegys:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of 0.12 miles of rail
line between Milepost R 0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana;
abandonment of 0.76 miles of rail line between Milepost R 1.1629 and Milepost R 1.92 in New
Castle, Henry County, Indiana; and abandonment of 0.61 miles of rail line between Milepost CB
4.80 and Milepost CB 5.41 in the City of Coumnersville and Washington Township, located in

Fayette and Wayne Counties, Indiana.

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonments. We do not have
any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonments.

Sincerely,

%Zicﬁ )§ C/;Zmﬂ

Patrick G. Carroll
Senior Realty Officer
Division of Realty



’

) p,:}_g‘\‘: United Stat_es Department of the Interior  [rsa¥fion=)
dE Fish and Wildlife Service oy /|

0> Bloomington Field Office (ES)
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273

Noveinber 1, 2011

Ms. Kearston Coinegys, Coordinator-Abandomnents
Strategic Planning ~ 12" Floor

Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Cominercial Place

Norfolk, VA 23510

Project No:  Norfolk Southern Railway Company Abandonment
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)
County(ies): Henry, Fayette, Wayne

Dear Ms. Comegys:

This responds to your letter dated October 6, 2011, requesting our comments on the aforementioned
project,

These conments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16
U.8.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,
the Endangered Species Act 0of 1973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy.

Based on a review of the infornation you provided, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has no objections to
the project as currently proposed. This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as
required under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as ainended. However, should new
inforination arise pertaining to project plans or a revised species list be published, it will be necessary for
the Federal agency to reinitiate consultation. ~

We appreciate the opportunity to comnment at this early stage of project planning. If project plans change
such that fish and wildlife habitat inay be affected, please recoordinate with our office as soon as possible.
If you have any questions about our recoinmendations, please call (812)334-4261.

Sincerely yours,

(Y hishocdod S

Scott E. Pruitt,
Field Supervisor
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Jim Small, Mayor

November 10, 2011

Kearsion Comegys
Coordinaior-Abandonments
Strategic Planning

Norfolk Southern Corporation
3 Commerce Place

Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202

Dear Madam:

The City of New Castle, as approved by its Board of Works on Oclober 17, 2011,
endorses the abandonment of the 0.12 miles of Norfolk Southern rail line between Milepost R
0.00 and Milepost R 0.1205 and the 0.76 miles of Norfolk Southern rail line between Milepost R
1.1629 (*M” Avenue) and Milepost B 1.92 {Rilev Road) in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana.
This endorsement is contingent upon our understanding that the abandonment of the 0.12 miles
of rail line will not in any way Impact the ability of the Connersville & New Castle Raibroad to
have access to the interchange with the Norfolk Southern mainline from the CNUR Connersville
mainline or from the CNUR Rushville branch.

We encourage Norfolk Southern to “railbank™ the line south from Milepost R 1.629 (“M”
Avenue} to preserve the corridor for walking and non-motor trail use. This section of the line is
part of the overall Master Plan of Healthy Communities of Henry County, which includes plans
for the eventua] construction of five walking trails throughout the county. Two of these trails are
currently under construction. Acquiring this section of track would it well into that plan.

incerely,

8
Jim Small, Mayor

City of Mew Castle

Ce: Kim Cronk, President, Henry County Comimissioners
Jeft Ray, Healthy Communities of Henry County
Pete Bell, President, Connersville & New Castle Railroad

227 Merth Bain Street » New Castle, Indizng 47362 < (765} 529-7605 « Fax (765) 521-6846






Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment at New Castle, [N to Beesons, IN

At-Grade Crossings

MILEPOST STREET

R118 M Avenue

R1.27 N Avenue

R1.32 O Avenue

R 1.39 P Avenue

R 143 Q Avenue

R 1.50 R Avenue

R 1.92 Riley Road

CB5.32 Neuman Road




Environmental Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 CF.R. § 1105.7(b) and 48 C.F.R. § 1105.8{¢), the
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X} was mailed via first class mail on May 31, 2012 to the

following parties:

Leonard Urban, Mayor
City Hail

504 Central Ave
Connersville, IN 47331

Jim Small, Mayor
227 North Main Strest # 1
New Castle, IN 47352

Billy Jobe, Trustee
Washington Township
P.O. Box 355

Milton, IN 47357

Fayette County Administration
401 Central Avenue
Connersville, IN 47331

Jodie Brown

County Commissioners

101 S. Main Street 3" Floor
New Castle, IN 47362

Beth Fields
401 East Main Strest
Richmond, IN 47374

indiana Department of Transportation
Railroad Section

100 M. SBenate Avenue

TGON, Room NSO

Indianapoiis, IN 46204

United Siates Army Corps of Engineers
Louisvilie District

P.O. Box 58

Louisville, KY 40201

USDA-NRCS
£013 Lakeside Boulsvard
Indianapolis, IN 46278

indiana Dept. of Environmental
Management

Indiana Government Center
100 N. Senate Avenue
indianapolis, IN 46204

U. 8. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5 - Water Protection Division
77 Wast Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, 1L 60604

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Scott Prujtt

Bioomington Fisld Office
820 South Walker Sireet
Bloomington, IN 47403

MNational Park Service
Michael Reynolds
Midwest Region

801 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

NOAA -MNational Geodetic Survay
Geodetic Services Division
Room 8202, NGS/M2

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and
Archaology

402 West Washington Strest

indiana Government Center South, Room
W256

Indianapolis, IN 46204

indiana Department of Natural Resources
Mike Molnar

Water Division

402 West Washington Street, Room W2615
Indianapolis, IN 48204



Director, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transporlation Board

385 E Strest, 8W

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Marcellus Kirchner
May 31,2012




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 326X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
-~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

STB Docket No. AB-1093X

C&NC RAILROAD COMPANY
~ DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION —~
IN HENRY, FAYETTE, AND WAYNE COUNTIES, INDIANA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
[CAPTION SUMMARY/]



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Board
[Docket No. AB 290 (Sub-No. 326X), and AB 1093X]
Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment Exemption — In Henry, Fayette, and
Wayne Counties, Indiana;
and
C&NC Railroad Corporation — Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In Henry, Fayette, and
Wayne Counties, Indiana

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“NSR”) and C&NC Railroad Corporation
(“CNUR?”) jointly have filed a verified notice of exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. part 1152,
subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights) for —
(A) NSR to abandon a total of approximately 1.49 miles of non-contiguous rail line segments
(hereinafter, the “Lines”) located in Henry, Fayette, and Wayne Counties, Indiana, consisting of
the following: (1) roughly 0.12 miles of rail line extending between milepost R 0.00 (near Broad
Street) and milepost R 0.1205 (near the intersection of S. 16th St. and Indiana Ave.) in New
Castle, Henry County, Indiana; (2) roughly 0.76 miles of rail line extending between milepost R
1.1629 (near the intersection of Cherrywood Avenue and M Avenue) and milepost R 1.92 (near
the intersection of Cherrywood Avenue and Riley Road) in New Castle, Henry County, Indiana;
and (3) roughly 0.61 miles of rail line extending between milepost CB 4.80 (west of Neuman
Lake Road in Connersville, Fayette County, Indiana) and milepost CB 5.41 (near Whitaker Drive
in Washington Township, Wayne County, Indiana); and (B) CNUR to discontinue its rail
common carrier obligation over the Lines. The Lines traverses United States Postal Service Zip

Code territories 47331, 47357, and 47362.



NSR and CNUR have certified as follows: (1) no local traffic has moved over the Line
for at least 2 years; (2) there is no overhead traffic on the subject Line (and that any overhead
traffic could be re-routed over other lines in any event); and (3) no formal complaint filed by a
user of rail service on the Line (or by a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such
user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is pending with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) or with any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of
complainant within the 2-year period. NSR also has certified that the requirements at
49 C.F.R.§ 1105.7(c) (environmental report), 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (transmittal letter),

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 (newspaper publication), and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to
governmental agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any employee adversely affected by the abandonment

shall be protected under Oregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch

Between Firth & Ammon, in Bingham & Bonneville Counties, Idaho, 360 L.C.C. 91 (1979). To

address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(d) must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of intent to file an offer of financial assistance (OFA) has
been received, this exemption will be effective on June 15, 2013, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve environmental issues,’ formal expressions

of intent to file an OFA under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2),” and trail use/rail banking requests

' The Board will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmental issues (whether raised by
a party or by the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-of-
Serv. Rail Lines, 5 .C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be filed as soon as
possible so that the Board may take appropriate action before the exemption’s effective date.

? Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing fee, which is currently set at $1,500. See 49
C.F.R. § 1002.2(H)(25).



under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 must be , 2013, Petitions to reopen or requests It
public use conditions under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.28 must be filed by , 2013, with the

Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the Board should be sent to NSR’s and CNUR’s
respective counsel as follows: Robert A. Wimbish, Baker & Miller PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania
Ave., NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20037; and

If the verified notice contains false or misleading information, the exemption is void ab
initio.

In connection with its proposed abandonment of the Lines, NSR has filed a combined
environmental and historic report which addresses the effects, if any, of the abandonment on the
environment and historic resources. OEA will issue an environmental assessment (EA) by

., 2013. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA by writing to OEA (Room
1100, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423-0001) or by calling OEA at (202)
245-0305. Assistance for the hearing impaired is available through the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339. Comments on environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days after the EA becomes available to the public.

Environmental, historic preservation, public use, or trail use/rail banking conditions will
be imposed, where appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29(e)(2), NSR shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify that it has exercised the authority granted and fully
abandoned the Lines. If consummation has not been effected by the filing of a notice of
consummation by June 15, 2014, and there are no legal or regulatory barriers to consummation,

the authority to abandon accorded to NSR will automatically expire.



By the Board, Rachel D. Campbell, Director, Office of Proceedings.
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