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Public Record
Subject: California High Speed Rail Project Hequest for Permit and Public Hearing

Dear Ms. Brown:

My name is Karen J. Stout, and [ live in Kings Courd, California. [ am currently concerned with the path that the
California High Speed Rail Authority (Authorily) is taking in pursuing the California High Speed Rail Project (HSR
Project). Residems in California were misied in 2008 when the Authority and the California Legislature requested
that the voters of California approve a $9.95billion bond 1o support the HSR Project. Under false information the
voters approved this measure, which is commmonly referred o as Proposition 1A and expected that a high-speed il
project spanning from San Francisco to Los Angeles with connections to Sacmmento and San Diego would be built

y 2020 for approximately $38 billion. Uver many alfcrations and mampulations the Authbority plans to have initial
operation service open by 2032, and the cost now is 368 hillion lo only connect San Francisco to LA, Further
complicating the project is the fact that only $6 billion has been identified for construction, and the financing plan
relies almost exclusively on private sector investmerd and the F i govers or which neither has come up
with any funds beyond the $6 billion

As much as this is 3 roubled project form a financial perspective, this project stands to have significant impacts on
our local agricultural communitics and our local existing public transporiation systems. The Awthority has based
their alignment decisions on early closed door meeting between politicians and enginecers, which have lead (o the
alignments traveling along the east-side of the Contral Valley of Calffornia. What Hes in the way of the alignment
are multi-generational farming operation, low-income communnities and existing freighi and inter-city passenger rail
systems. The proposed HSR Project interferes with each of these in a significant manner, and all of which have
been downplayved and/or ignored by the Authority,

I implore vou to please open this project to a full imvestigation. This is vour dufy as an agency 10 OVersee passenger
rail service and freight mail service. The currently planned HERE Praject hae a significant chance of creating
negative impacts that will be deeply felf not only in this state but also scrass the nation, Americans are
spoiled with cheap foed prices. The more Impacts agriculture has in this " Bread Basket™ of the world the
more food prices will raise. There are other alignments through alkali sround instead of prime and
statewide-importance agriculfural land. As part of this investigation | also reguest that it be carried out ina
public fashion, with all attempts made for hearing to be held in Califormia. The public has continually been mislead
by the Authority and has had fo work diligently to counter the misinformation being provided by the Authority staff
and mumerous consuliants. The public should be afforded all opportanities fo relay concerns and issucs with your
board.

I would like to keep appraised of this issue in the lufure and any notices or findings on this case ¢an be sent to me at
the address or email address providad in the letier. [ look forward o providing fiture comments and concemns.

Karen J. Stout
2250 9% Ave.
Laton, Ca 93242-9620





