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The Honorable Daniel Elliot, II1
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Dear Chairman Elliot:

As you prepare for the Surface Transportation Board’s review of the regulatory structure
of the rail industry, I write to share my perspective on this vital part of the economy. I wish to
express my strong support for a healthy and vibrant freight railroad network, not only in
California but across the entire nation.,

As a Senior Member on the House Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous
Materials, and a member of the Southern California Congressional delegation, I am fully aware
of the need for a robust freight railroad network. Southern California is the largest gateway for
trade in the country, with 25 percent of the nation’s exports and imports flowing through our
seaports and airports. The combined ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are ranked as the
nation’s largest and the world’s third largest deep-sea ports. The Alameda Corridor East Trade
Corridor, which includes the BNSF and Union Pacific lines that run through Los
Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside counties, is valuable to our nation’s mobility,
economy, and overall livelihood.

The U.S. freight rail network is extraordinary not only in the world, but also when it
comes to other means of transportation in the U.S. In fact, the United States Department of
Transportation estimates that the demand for rail freight transportation, measured in tonnage,
will increase 88 percent by 2035. I would hope that the railroad industry’s commitment to
directly invest a quarter of their revenue back into their networks, and the projected need for rail
freight, illustrates that the existing regulatory environment is working.

Thank you for your time to consider my comments, and I ask that you carefully consider
the impact our railroads have our national economy as you analyze these issues.

Siggerely,

y

GA%Y G. MILLER
Member of Congress
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