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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC 20423

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
DOCKET NO. AB-844 (Sub-No. 0X)

Santa Maria Valley Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption - in Santa Barbara County,
CA

BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the Santa Maria Vdley Railroad Company (SMVRR) filed a notice of
exemption under 49 CFR 1152.50 seeking exemption from the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10903 for
SMVRR to abandon a portion of linein Santa Barbara County in Cdifornia(CA). The portion of rall
line proposed for abandonment spans 4.87 miles from Milepost 9.75 at College Drive to Milepost
14.62 & Gates Station. A map depicting the rail line in relationship to the area served is gppended to
thisreport. If the notice becomes effective, SMVRR would be able to salvage track, ties and other
railroad appurtenances and dispose of the right-of-way (ROW).

DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE

Therall lineislocated in Santa Barbara County in southern Cdifornia. According to SMVRR,
there has been no originaing or terminating rail traffic on the subject line for the past 2 years. SMVRR
has dso stated that there is no overhead rail traffic on the line.

Land usein the vicinity of the ROW is gpproximatdy 95 percent agricultural and 5 percent
resdentid. The City of Santa Mariaislocated to the north and west of therail line. The width of the
ROW varies but is generdly 25 feet on each Sde of the main track centerline. SMVRR owns the
ROW and intends to offer it for sale to adjacent property owners. The subject rail line was constructed
in 1911, the year in which SMVRR was chartered. The line wasinitialy used to haul crude ail. Inlater
years, however, agricultura commodities replaced crude oil as the predominant materia moved on the
line. Theladt rail car handled on the subject line was in November, 1997.

SMVRR dated that there are no structures on the ROW that are 50 years of age or older.



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The applicant submitted environmenta and historica reports that indicate that the qudity of the
human environment would not be affected significantly as aresult of the abandonment or any pod-
abandonment activities. The gpplicant served these reports on a number of appropriate Federd, state,
and local agencies as required by the Surface Trangportation Board's (Board) environmenta rules[49
CFR 1105.7(b)]. We have reviewed and investigated the record in this proceeding.

At the time this document was prepared, none of the Federd, state or local agencies that were
served copies of the gpplicant’s environmentd report had responded.

SMVRR dates that the contour of the roadbed under the rail line would not be changed
appreciably during abandonment activities, and that the aredl extent of disturbed areas would be kept to
aminimum and limited to the ROW wherever possble. Therefore, if prime agriculturd land is present,
any impacts would be expected to be minimd.

Noise emissions associated with rail remova and savage operations would be temporary and
would not be expected to have significant impacts on adjacent land uses.

Because traffic has not moved on the subject rail line for the past 2 years, the proposed
abandonment would not be expected to impact the development, use and transportation of energy
resources or recyclable commodities, or result in the diversion of rail traffic to truck traffic that could
result in impactsto air quality or theloca transportation network.

SMVRR sated thet it is unaware of any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or Nationd or state
parks or forests that would be affected by the proposed abandonment.

According to SMVRR, the subject rail line does not cross any creek, stream or river.
Therefore, the proposed abandonment would not be expected to impact water qudity or floodplains.
SMVRR dated that it has no knowledge of any hazardous waste Sites or Sites of hazardous materia
spills that would be affected by the proposed abandonment.

The Nationa Geodetic Survey has not yet completed its review of the proposed abandonment,
and we, therefore, recommend a condition to address this concern.

The Cdifornia Department of Parks and Recregtion, Office of Higtoric Preservation (CA State
Historic Preservation Office or SHPO) has not completed its assessment of the potentid impact of this
project on historic resources, and we, therefore, recommend a condition to address this concern.



CONDITIONS

We recommend that the following environmenta conditions be placed on any decison granting
abandonment authority:

1. The applicant shdl retain itsinterest in and take no stepsto dter the higoric integrity of the
ROW until completion of the Section 106 process of the Nationa Historic Preservation Act, 16
U.S.C. 470f.

2. The gpplicant shdl retain the integrity of the rall line until the National Geodetic Survey has
completed its review of the abandonment proposa and determined if any geodetic markers
could be adversdly affected.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the information provided from al sources to date, we conclude that, as currently
proposed, abandonment of the line would not Sgnificantly affect the quality of the human environment.
Therefore, the environmenta impact statement process is unnecessary.

Alternatives to the proposed abandonment would include denid (and, therefore, no changein
operations), discontinuance of service without abandonment and continued operation by another
operator. In any of these cases, the existing qudity of the human environment and energy consumption
should not be affected.

PUBLIC USE

If abandonment and salvage of the rail line does take place, the ROW may be suitable for other
publicuse. A request containing the requisite four-part showing for impaosition of a public use
condition (49 CFR 1152.28) mugt be filed with the Surface Transportation Board and served on the
railroad within the time specified in the Federal Register notice.

TRAILSUSE

A request for anotice of interim trail use (NITU) is due to the Surface Transportation Board,
with a copy to the railroad, within 20 days of publication of the notice of exemption in the Federa
Regiger. However, the Board will accept late-filed requests as long asiit retains jurisdiction to do so.
This request must comply with the Board' s rules for use of ROWs as trails (49 CFR 1152.29).



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The Board's Office of Public Services (OPS) responds to questions regarding interim trail use,
public use, and other reuse aternatives. Y ou may contact OPS directly at 202-565-1592 or mail
inquiries to the Surface Transportation Board, Office of Public Services, Washington, DC 20423.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENTS

If you wish to file comments regarding this environmenta assessment, send an original and two
copies to Surface Transportation Board, Case Control Unit, Washington, DC 20423, to the attention
of David Navecky, who prepared this environmental assessment. Please refer to Docket No. AB-
844 (Sub-No. 0X) in all correspondence addressed to the Board. Questionsregarding this
environmental assessment should bereferred to David Navecky at 202-565-1593
(naveckyd@stb.dot.gov).

Date made available to the public: November 19, 2002.

Comment due date: December 3, 2002

By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief, Section of Environmenta Analyss.
Vernon A. Williams

Secretary
Attachment
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