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MARK WILLIAMS DAN FORSTER 
COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR 

 

NONGAME CONSERVATION SECTION 
2065 U.S. HIGHWAY 278 S.E. | SOCIAL CIRCLE, GEORGIA 30025-4743 

770.918.6411 | FAX 706.557.3033 | WWW.GEORGIAWILDLIFE.COM 

 
December 27, 2013        
 
Kevin Starner 
Project Manager 
Skelly and Loy, Inc. 
449 Eisenhower Boulevard, Suite 300 
Harrisburg, PA   17111 
 
Subject:  Known occurrences of natural communities, plants and animals of highest priority 
conservation status on or near STB Finance Docket No. 35756, Hartwell Railroad Company, 
Elbert County, Georgia 
 
Dear Mr. Starner: 
 
This is in response to your request of December 13, 2013.  According to our records, within a 
three-mile radius of the project site, there are the following Natural Heritage Database 
occurrences:  
 
  GA Notropis scepticus (Sandbar Shiner) approx. 2.0 mi. NE of site in Beaverdam Creek 
  GA Sedum pusillum (Granite Stonecrop) approx. 2.5 mi. SE of site  
  Savannah River Lakes [DOD/COE] approx. 2.5 mi. NE of site   
 
* Entries above proceeded by “US” indicates species with federal status in Georgia (Protected or 
Candidate). Species that are federally protected in Georgia are also state protected; “GA” 
indicates Georgia protected species. 
  
Recommendations:  
 
We have no records of high priority species or habitats within the project area.  Since this project 
is in an urban setting, it is not likely to negatively impact rare species or habitats.  
 
We are concerned about streams and other habitats that could be impacted by the proposed rail 
improvement project.  We recommend that stringent erosion control practices be used during 
construction activities and that vegetation is re-established on disturbed areas as quickly as 
possible. Silt fences and other erosion control devices should be inspected and maintained until 
soil is stabilized by vegetation.  Please use natural vegetation and grading techniques (e.g. 
vegetated swales, turn-offs, vegetated buffer strips) that will ensure that the road or ROW does 
not serve as a conduit for storm water or pollutants into the water during or after construction. 
These measures will help protect water quality in the vicinity of the project as well as in 
downstream areas.  
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NEW ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COORDINATOR 
 
Please send all future correspondence to Anna Yellin, Environmental Review Coordinator.  
Email correspondence is preferred.  I can be contacted at anna.yellin@dnr.state.ga.us or 706-
557-3283. 
 
Disclaimer:  
 
Please keep in mind the limitations of our database.  The data collected by the Nongame 
Conservation Section comes from a variety of sources, including museum and herbarium 
records, literature, and reports from individuals and organizations, as well as field surveys by our 
staff biologists.  In most cases the information is not the result of a recent on-site survey by our 
staff.  Many areas of Georgia have never been surveyed thoroughly.  Therefore, the Nongame 
Conservation Section can only occasionally provide definitive information on the presence or 
absence of rare species on a given site.  Our files are updated constantly as new information is 
received.  Thus, information provided by our program represents the existing data in our 
files at the time of the request and should not be considered a final statement on the species 
or area under consideration. 
  
If you know of populations of highest priority species that are not in our database, please fill out 
the appropriate data collection form and send it to our office.  Forms can be obtained through our 
web site (http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1376) or by contacting our office.  If I can be of 
further assistance, please let me know.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Anna Yellin             
Environmental Review Coordinator 
 

Data Available on the Nongame Conservation Section Website 
 

 Georgia protected plant and animal profiles are available on our website. These accounts cover basics like 
descriptions and life history, as well as threats, management recommendations and conservation status.  
Visit http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/2721. 

 
 Rare species and natural community information can be viewed by Quarter Quad, County and HUC8 

Watershed.  To access this information, please visit our GA Rare Species and Natural Community 
Information page at: http://www.georgiawildlife.com/conservation/species-of-concern?cat=conservation. 

 
 Downloadable files of rare species and natural community data by quarter quad and county are also 

available.  They can be downloaded from: http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1370. 
 

 cc: Victoria Rutson 
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January 16, 2014 
 
Victoria Rutson, Director 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, DC 20423 
Attn: Diana Wood, OES Project Manager 
 
RE: STB 35756: Hartwell Railroad Company – Construction and Operation Exemption 
 Elbert County, Georgia 
 HP-131217-002 
 
Dear Ms. Rutson, 
 
 Concerning the above referenced project, and based on recent conversations with the Surface 
Transportation Board, HPD offers the following recommendations to assist the Surface Transportation Board (STB) 
in complying with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended 
(NHPA).   
 
 The subject project consists of the construction and operation of approximately 1,400 feet of connecting 
track between the Hartwell Railroad Line and the adjacent CSX Abbeville Line. Based on the information provided, 
HPD concurs that no archaeological resources that are eligible for or listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) will be affected by the proposed undertaking, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), due to previous 
disturbances.  Concerning historic properties, HPD concurs that both the Hartwell Railroad Line and the CSX 
Railroad Line are eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A for transportation and commerce.  HPD concurs 
that the subject project, as proposed, will have no adverse effect to the rail lines within the project’s area of 
potential effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.5(d)(1).   
 

However, it is HPD’s determination that the Century Granite Company is eligible to the NRHP under 
criteria A for industry. Therefore, HPD finds that the subject project, as proposed, constitutes an adverse effect to 
historic properties located within the subject project’s area of potential effect (APE), as defined in 36 CFR Part 
800.5(a)(2). 
 
          When an adverse effect on a historic property is found, the federal agency must notify the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation and consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer on ways to mitigate adverse effects 
to historic properties. HPD would also like to make it clear that this determination of adverse effect is not the end of 
the review process.  We will work with the federal agency and other consulting parties to develop a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) to address the adverse effects of this undertaking.   
 

We look forward to working with you as this project progresses.  Please refer to project number HP-
131217-002 in any future correspondence regarding this undertaking.  If we may be of further assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 404-291-7627 or david.crass@dnr.state.ga.us or Karen Anderson-Cordova, 
Environmental Review Program Manager at 404-651-6461 or karen.anderson-cordova@dnr.state.ga.us’ 
 
     

V/r, 
   
 
       Dr. David Crass 
       Division Director, 
       Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
DC:kac 
Cc: Kevin Starner, Skelly and Loy, Inc. 
 Burke Walker, Northeast Georgia Regional Commission 

V/r,

DDrDDDDDDD . David CrCrCCCCCCCCCCrCrCCrCCCCCCrCCCCCCCrCCrCrCCCCrCrCrCrrCrass
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January 9, 2014 
 
Victoria Rutson, Director 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, DC 20423 
Attn: Diana Wood, OES Project Manager 
 
RE: STB 35756: Hartwell Railroad Company – Construction and Operation Exemption 
 Elbert County, Georgia 
 HP-131217-002 
 
Dear Ms. Rutson, 
 
 The Historic Preservation Division (HPD) has received information submitted concerning the above 
referenced project.  Our comments are offered to assist the Surface Transportation Board (STB) in complying with 
the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA).   
 
 The subject project consists of the construction and operation of approximately 1,400 feet of connecting 
track between the Hartwell Railroad Line and the adjacent CSX Abbeville Line. Based on the information provided, 
HPD concurs that no archaeological resources that are eligible for or listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) will be affected by the proposed undertaking, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), due to previous 
disturbances.  Concerning historic properties, HPD concurs that both the Hartwell Railroad Line and the CSX 
Railroad Line are eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A for transportation and commerce.  HPD concurs 
that the subject project, as proposed, will have no adverse effect to the rail lines within the project’s area of 
potential effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.5(d)(1).   
 

However, HPD is unable to concur with STB’s determination the Century Granite Company is not eligible 
to the NRHP without additional information.  Since Elbert County is considered the “Granite Capital of the World” 
and one-third of the nation’s granite monuments come from Elbert, it is HPD’s opinion that the Century Granite 
Company could potentially be eligible for listing in the NRHP.  HPD requests the following information in order 
to evaluate the proposed project: 
 

 Information regarding the history of the Century Granite Company, placed in the context of Elbert 
County, nearby Elberton, and other granite companies in the area 

 Photographs, keyed to a map, and other documentation of the existing buildings to show the integrity 
of the site   

 Site plan including location of the new track to be laid 
 
 We look forward to reviewing the requested information and working with you as this project progresses. 
Please refer to project number HP-131217-002 in any further correspondence regarding this undertaking. If we may 
be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Jennifer Dixon, Environmental Review Specialist, at (404) 
651-6546 or Jennifer.dixon@dnr.state.ga.us.      

Sincerely, 
   
 
 
       Karen Anderson-Cordova 

Program Manager 
Environmental Review and Preservation Planning 

KAC:jad 
Cc: Kevin Starner, Skelly and Loy, Inc. 
 Burke Walker, Northeast Georgia Regional Commission 

Sincerely,
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Lyn Brumby Allen, Director 
Economic Development 

“Where You Want To Invest” 
OFFICE: 706-384-5112 | FAX: 706-384-3204 

P.O. BOX151  |165 ATHENS STREET  |  CARNESVILLE, GEORGIA 30521 
WWW.FRANKLIN-COUNTY.COM  |  IBA@FRANKLIN-COUNTY.COM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2014 
 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, DC  
 
 
Dear Madam/Sir: 
 
The Hartwell Railroad Company is seeking to establish an interchange with CSX Transportation in 
Elberton, GA under Docket Number FD 35756.  The establishment of this interchange track will reinstate 
service which was lost with Norfolk Southern Corporation’s abandonment of two miles of track in 
Elberton in 1995.  The establishment of this interchange track will greatly enhance local business’ access 
to both east coast Class I railroads and the resultant economic benefit. This area of Georgia has only 
minimal infrastructure and access to this additional rail service will provide tremendous benefit to this 
economically struggling region.  
 
In particular, it will give our existing industries, and potential new industries, access to another Class I 
railroad’s direct points without the undue burden and cost of using two Class I railroads for delivery.  
This will result in improved transit times as well as creating a more competitive economic environment.  
Access to vendors and customers in new markets that have been cost prohibitive in the past due to 
transportation will be a direct benefit.  During the last 40 of 48 months the unemployment rate in Franklin 
County, Georgia, has been a double digit percentage.  This CSX connection will give us a greater 
opportunity to attract new companies and create new jobs. 
 
We strongly support the approval of Hartwell Railroad Company’s Petition for construction of this 
interchange under the above docket number.  The benefit will not only help our communities and our 
region, it will improve the transportation infrastructure as the United States economy moves forward.  
Since rail maintains its infrastructure, it will aid in getting trucks off of the highways, which are already in 
need of significant improvements.  We see nothing but a Win-Win for everyone with your approval of 
this Petition, and we ask for your most careful consideration and approval.     
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lyn Brumby Allen 
 
Lyn Brumby Allen 
Director of Economic Development 
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