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WHEELING & LAKE ERIE RAILWAY COMPANY--ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION--
     IN HARRISON AND JEFFERSON COUNTIES, OH

Decided:  October 28, 1997

Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway Company (W&LE) filed a notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1152 Subpart F--Exempt Abandonments to abandon an approximately 11.4-mile line of
railroad on the Georgetown Branch, from milepost 0.0 in Adena to milepost 0.5 at AC&NA
Junction and from milepost 0.0 at AC&NA Junction to milepost 10.9 at the former Georgetown
Coal Preparation Plant, in Harrison and Jefferson Counties, OH.  The notice was served and
published in Federal Register on October 2, 1997 (62 FR 51714-15).  The exemption is scheduled
to become effective on November 1, 1997.
   

The Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) has issued an environmental
assessment (EA) in this proceeding, served October 14, 1997.  In the EA, SEA indicated that an
evaluation of the potential impact of this project on historic resources has not been completed.  SEA
recommends that a condition be imposed requiring W&LE to retain its interest in and take no steps
to alter the historic integrity of all sites and structures on the right-of-way that are 50 years old or
older until completion of the section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act, 16
U.S.C. 470f.  The recommended condition will be imposed.

This decision will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or
conservation of energy resources. 

It is ordered:

1.  This proceeding is reopened.

2.  Upon reconsideration, the exemption of the abandonment of the line described above is
subject to the condition that W&LE retain its interest in and take no steps to alter the historic
integrity of all sites and structures on the right-of-way that are 50 years old or older until completion
of the section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C. 470f. 

3.  This decision is effective on the service date.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings.

                                                                                       Vernon A. Williams   
                                                                                                Secretary                                  


