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State of Washington, Department of Transportation--Acquisition Exemption—Paouse River and
Coulee City Railroad, Inc.

The State of Washington, Department of Transportation (WSDOT), a noncarrier, has
filed a verified notice of exemption under 49 CFR 1150.31 to acquire from Palouse River and
Coulee City Railroad, Inc. (PRCC) certain physca assets of seven rall lines and the underlying
rights-of-way, totaing gpproximately 188 milesin the State of Washington. Therall linesare as
follows. (1) the Hooper Jct.-Winonaline, between milepost 26.6 at Hooper Junction and
milepost 52.3 a Winong; (2) the Thornton-Winona line, between milepost 0.0 a Winona and
milepost 31.7 at Thornton; (3) the Winona-Endicott line, between milepost 52.3 at Winona and
milepost 57.9 at Endicott; (4) the Endicott-Colfax line, between milepost 57.9 at Endicott and
milepost 77.7 a Colfax; (5) the Colfax-Maoscow line (a) between milepost 0.0 at Colfax and
milepost 18.7 at Pullman, and (b) between milepost 75.9 at Pullman and milepost 84.05 at the
Washington-ldaho State line; (6) the WIM line, between milepost 0.0 at Palouse and milepost
3.85 a the Washington-ldaho State ling; and (7) the P& L line, between milepost 1.0 at

Marshal and milepost 75.9 a Pullman.
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At the time of filing of the verified notice, WSDOT and PRCC were in the process of
finaizing a purchase and sde agreement whereby: (1) WSDOT will acquire PRCC'sright, title
and interest in certain tracks, track materids and the underlying rights-of-way of seven rall lines,
and (2) PRCC will retain a permanent, exclusiverall freight easement to provide rall freight
service over thelines. WSDOT dates that it will not be providing rail freight service over the
lines

The transaction was expected to be consummated on or shortly after November 5,
2004.

If the notice contains false or mideading information, the exemption is void ab initio.*
Petitions to reopen the proceeding to revoke the exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) may be
filed a any time. Thefiling of a petition to revoke will not autometically stay the transaction.

An origina and 10 copies of al pleadings, referring to STB Finance Docket No.
34609, must be filed with the Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. In addition, a copy of each pleading must be served on Jeanne
A. Cushman, Assstant Attorney General, 905 Plum Street SE, Building 3, P.O. Box 40113,
Olympia, WA 98504.

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at

“WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.”

1 WSDOT gaesthat it will be filing amotion to dismiss the notice of exemption in this
proceeding. When the motion isfiled, it will be addressed in a subsequent Board decision.
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Decided: December 3, 2004.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings.

Vermon A. Williams

Secretary



