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By petition filed on March 25, 2003, The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company
(BNSF) seeks an exemption pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502 from the prior gpproval requirements of 49
U.S.C. 11323-25 to acquire the interest of the current operator and to operate a 52-mile line of
rallroad extending from Garrison to Butte, MT. The current operator is Montana Western Railway
Company, Inc., aClass |l carrier and lessee of the line, which is owned by the Oregon Short Line
Railroad, asubsdiary of Union Pecific Railroad Company (UP). BNSF requested expedited handling
of its petition. Replies are currently due on April 14, 2003.

By letter filed on April 9, 2003, UP requests an extension until May 5, 2003, to fileitsreply.
UP dtates that the purpose of the extension is to facilitate negotiations between UP and BNSF

concerning this transaction. UP assarts that it is authorized to state that BNSF has no objection to the
extension request.

UP srequest is reasonable and will therefore be granted.

|t is ordered:

1. Thedeadlinefor UPto fileitsreply is extended to May 5, 2003.
2. Thisdecison is effective on its date of service.

By the Board, Vernon A. Williams, Secretary.

Vermon A. Williams
Secretary



