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-----Original Message-----
From: Paul.Johnson@faa.gov [mailto:Paul.Johnson@faa.gov]
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2008 6:33 AM
To: Phinney, Elizabeth
Subject: Northern Columbia Basin Railroad Project

Elizabeth,

We have reviewed your letter dated June 27, 2008 regarding Railroad
links to be constructed near Grant County Airport.  The proposal should
be airspaced with the FAA using the attached link and should be filed as
an "not located on airport property" submittal.

https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/portal.jsp

Paul Johnson P.E.
Seattle Airports District Office (SEA-631)
(425) 227-2655
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From: Neils, Chandra - Spokane, WA [mailto:Chandra.Neils@wa.usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 11:55 AM 
To: Spellecacy, Ronalee R. 
Subject: RE: Land use sheet 1 of 3 
 
Hi Rona, 

According to the Farmland Protection Policy Act, Subtitle 1, Section 2.(c).(1).(A)……..”[Prime 
farmland] does not include land already in or committed to urban development or water 
storage.”  I will complete the form I have here and mail back to you for your records.  I don’t 
need any further information on this project.  The form will go out in today’s mail.  I enjoyed 
working with you.  If you need further assistance please contact me.  Thanks, 
  

Chandra Neils  
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Upper Columbia Fish and Wildlife Office
11103 East Montgomery Drive

Spokane, WA 99206

April 6,2007

Elizabeth Phinney
WSDOT Rail Office
P.O. Box 47407
Olympia, WA 98504-7407

Subject: Species List for the STB Finance Docket No. 34936, Northern Columbia Basin
Railroad Project in Grant County, WA

Dear Ms. Phinney:

This responds to your recent request for a list of threatened and endangered species. For your
convenience, updated countywide species and habitat listings are now available on our website at
http://eastemwashington. rvvs.eov. To view the listings in your area of concern, select "county
species lists" within the ESA programs page, and then select the county of interest. The lists
available on our website are compliant with Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended (Act), and are the most current available listings of endangered, threatened and
proposed species and critical habitats in a given area. For optional consideration, the lists also
contain updated candidate species.

When you submit a request for Section 7 consultation, we request that you include your
downloaded species list and the date it was downloaded, as an attachment. If applicable, please
also include the United States Fish and Wildlife Service reference number on your consultation
request. This will document your compliance with 50 CFR 402.12 (c).

Should your project plans change significantly, or if the project is delayed more than 90 days,
you should update your species lists through our website and through the above listed agencies.
Thank you for your efforts to protect our nation's species and their habitats. If you have any
questions concerning the above information, please contact Suzanne Audet at (509) 893-8002, or
via email at Suzanne_Audet@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Supervisor
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APR 11 2007
WSDOT RAIL OFFICE

STATE OF WASHINGTON fc: I "

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORIC PRESERVATION
f 063 S. Capitol Way, Suite 106 - Olympia, Washington 98501

Mailing address: PO Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington 98504-8343
(360)586-3065 • Fax Number (360) 586-3067 • Website: www.dattp.wa.gov

April 10,2007

Ms. Christa Dean
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

In future correspondence please refer to:
Log: 041007-02-STB
Property: STB Docket No. 34936, Northern Columbia Basin Railway Project
Re: More Information Needed

Dear Ms. Dean:

Thank you for contacting our office. We have reviewed the materials you provided for this project. In order to
complete our review we require the following material to be provided to our office:

• Could you please provide more detailed information regarding the proposed alignment construction and/or
modification? By defining your area of potential effect (APE), it allows our office to officially begin the
consultation process and provide you with the guidance that you require.

We would appreciate receiving any correspondence or comments from concerned tribes or other parties that you
receive as you consult under the requirements of 36CFR800.4(aX4) and the survey report when it is available.

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf of the State Historic
Preservation Officer pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing
regulations 36CFR800. Please feet free to contact me should you have any specific questions about our request and
we took forward to receiving this material.

Please note that DAHP has developed a set of cultural resource reporting guidelines. You can obtain from our
website. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Matthew Sterner, M.A., RPA
Transportation Archaeologist
(360) 586-3082
matthew.stenieitSldahp. wa.gov

Cc: Elizabeth Phinney, WSDOT, Rail Office, MS 47407

DEPARTMENT Of ARCHAEOLOGY t HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Ptotect be tot. Shape the future
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"Honsinger, Dave" To "Phinney, Elizabeth" <PhinneE@WSDOT.WA.GOV>,
<HonsinD@WSDOT.WA.GO <christa.dean@stb.dot.gov>
V> cc

05/03/2007 11:25 AM bcc

Subject Northern Columbia Basin Railroad Project

This email is in response to the April 2, 2007 letter from Victoria Ruston in regards to the beginning of the
environmental review for the proposed rail improvement and expansion project in the Moses Lake,
Washington area.

I apologize for not making your requested response date of May 2, 2007.

Regionally, WSDOT - North Central Region does not foresee any significant environmental effects that
could not be either avoided or mitigated. We assume you will proceed with the standard environmental
review process which will address the areas of cultural, historical, and biological issues that will be along
any proposed routes. We do not foresee any negative impacts to the highway transportation system from
the initial proposed routes. There could be positive impacts if any at-grade highway and railroad crossings
could be eliminated.

Please keep me posted and updated on your environmental review.

Dave Honsinger
North Central Region:
Transportation Planning Manager /
Assistant Program Manager
WA State Dept. of Transportation
1551 N. Wenatchee Avenue
Wenatchee, WA 98801
ph: 509.667.2906 fax: 509.667.2940
e-mail: honsinD@WSDOT.WA.GOV

















5GRANT COUNTY
FIRE DISTRICT

11058 Nelson Road NE, Moses Lake, Washington 98837-8812
Business (509) 765-3175 � Fax (509) 765-3550 � e-mail: fire5@grantcounty5.net � web: www.grantcounty5.net

Serving the Community Since 1949

August 10, 2007

Elizabeth Phinney
Rail Environmental Manager
WSDOT State Rail Office

Olympia, WA 98507

RE: Northern Columbia Basin Railroad Project

Dear Ms. Phinney,

Grant County Fire District No. 5 would like to take this opportunity make comments concerning the impact
on public safety and emergency response within our community as it relates to the Northern Columbia Basin
Railroad Project.  We were unable to attend the public meeting to comment on the matter.

We have taken a great deal of consideration in this matter and reviewed the Moses Lake Railroad Taskforce
Study, July 2003, and the Northern Columbia Basin Railroad Project Study, February 2006.  We have also
reviewed the Segment 1 and 2 maps that you provided us with on August 9, 2007.  We have the following
comments/recommendations based on the current project map:

1. Recommend that WSDOT review the impact of creating multiple crossings on a single route
of travel – Wheeler Road NE.  This impact would be reduced by keeping the rail north of
Wheeler Road.  If the rail is moved south of Wheeler Road it will cause a crossing of Road
L and second crossing on Wheeler Road.  This will cause significant delays and route
response issues for emergency vehicles trying to travel into a significant portion of our Fire
District.

2. If the section of the rail is moved south of Wheeler Road, congestion will be caused at the
existing access point at Wheeler and Road O NE by the movement of rail cars to a from
different spurs.  We already have four different crossing points within a 1 square mile area.

3. Recommend the WSDOT reconsider the recommendations made in the July 2003
Taskforce study.  Recommendations in this report indicated that in Scenarios 3-5 that the
main portion of the Railroad be kept north and away from traveling through the more



suburban and urban areas surrounding Moses Lake as is suggested in the current plan.
There are already spur lines that service the areas addressed in the Wheeler Road industrial
area.  These lines could be expanded without significant impact to road systems or
emergency response routes.

4. Based on the July 2003 Taskforce study, movement of the route further to north on
previously established rail beds would create less crossings in already congested areas of
Wheeler Road, Broadway, Road K NE and Stratford Road.  By moving the main route into
the Port of Moses Lake further north, it will decrease the potential for delays in access to
critical infrastructure and residential communities that will be significantly impacted by
traveling through the proposed areas.

Along the proposed route of Segment 1 and Segment 1 Alternate there is no rail usage for shipping or
receiving that we are aware of.  Most of that area is zoned for residential and commercial, not industrial.
There is significant potential throughout the proposed routes for crossing heavily traveled commuter roads,
both city and county.  Also, it creates the potential for incidents with hazardous materials on rail cars in
residential areas that could be avoided.

The study conducted by the Moses Lake Railroad Taskforce Feasibility/Cost Study suggests that moving the
rail north will improve potential for connection to other systems, without direct impact on more populated
areas.  We support this report, especially the proposed routes in Scenarios 3 through 5.  These still provide
improved access to the Port of Moses Lake, while minimizing the impact of rail crossings on areas requiring
greater emergency response.

We urge the WSDOT to consider the impact of such a significant number of crossings on a heavily traveled
area.  The movement of the existing railroad to southern area of Wheeler Road NE will significantly impact
the ability of the Fire District to provide effective and efficient serves to the taxpaying citizens and industries
that we serve in those areas.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Roger Hansen
Fire Chief

cc: Board of Commissioners, GCFD#5

Sent without signature to avoid delay.






















