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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC 20423

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
DOCKET NO. AB-33 (Sub-No. 189X)

Union Pacific Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption - in Eau Claire County, WI

BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) has filed an gpplication seeking
authority under 49 U.S.C. 10903 to abandon and discontinue service on the Eau Claire Industria Lead
from MP 0.00 near N. Barstow Street to MP 1.65 south of Truax Blvd., adistance of 1.65 milesin
Eau Clare, Wiscondain. Thelineislocated in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. A map depicting therall
line in relationship to the area served is appended to the report. If the gpplication is gpproved, the
railroad will be able to salvage track, ties and other railroad appurtenances and to dispose of the right-
of-way.

DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE

According to UP, the line was originaly constructed in approximeately 1870 by the West
Wisconsin Railway. It is congtructed with 80-pound rail. UP intends to salvage the track structure and
dispose of the underlying red edtate.

The sole shipper on the lineis Centrd Storage Warehouse (CSW), which ships and receives
various frozen, canned, and dried foods and dairy products. CSW handled 70 carsin the year 2000
and 74 carsin the year 2001. Asaresult of an agreement between UP and CSW, CSW will relocate
its current rail activity to the nearby station of Menomonie and handle the storage and consignment of
the remaining railed commodities a tha point. No traffic on the lineis anticipated in the future from this
shipper. All other customers once served by the line have either closed their facilities or have ceased
using rall freight transportation. There will be no impact on areatraffic patterns or fud consumption
because there will be no diverson of rail traffic to truck traffic.

The right-of-way of the proposed abandonment is 150 feet wide as it comes out of the main
lineto the ChippewaRiver. After it crossestheriver, itisgeneraly 100 feet in width. The topography
of the lineis dightly hilly near the Chippewa River and levels out asit travels west and north. The
adjacent useis either light indudtrid, commercid or resdentid. The right-of-way congsts of
approximately 14.58 acres, of which dl is non-reversonary. Thereis no title limitation and the right -
of-way is suitable for other public purposes. The City of Eau Claire has expressed interest in using the



corridor for arecreationd trail. UP will attempt to donate the bridge over the Chippewa River to the
City. If the City of Eau Clairefailsto obtain the property for arecregtiond trail, the property on theline
will be sold to the adjoining landowners. Based on information in UP s possession, the line does not
contain federaly granted right-of-way.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

UP submitted an environmenta report that concludes the qudity of the human environment will
not be affected sgnificantly as aresult of the abandonment or any post-abandonment activities,
including salvage and digposition of the right-of-way. UP served the environmenta and historical
reports on a number of appropriate Federd, state, and loca agencies as required by the Surface
Transportation Board's (Board' s) environmenta rules [49 CFR 1105.7(b)]. We have reviewed and
investigated the record in this proceeding.

The United States Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Green Bay ES Fidd
Office has concluded that, due to the nature and location of the proposed activities, no federdly listed
threatened and endangered species or critica habitat will be affected.

The Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, . Paul Didtrict, hasindicated that the
project, as proposed, is not within the regulatory jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers. No
Department of the Army permits are required because no work is proposed in or over anavigable
water of the United States and no dredged or fill materid will be discharged in any water of the United
States.

Two rallroad bridges are located on the line proposed for abandonment. The 31-foot railroad
bridge over Forest Street was congtructed in 1941. The 720-foot railroad bridge over the Chippewa
River was congructed in 1881. The Wisconan Higtoricd Society (Wisconsn SHPO) has advised us
that the Chippewa River Bridge, based on the information provided, may be digible for incluson in the
National Register of Higtoric Places. The Wisconsin SHPO has asked UP to prepare a determination
of digibility form for the bridge for them to review. UPis currently complying with this request.

CONDITIONS

We recommend that the following environmenta condition, addressing the environmenta
concerns discussed above, be placed on any decision granting abandonment authority.

The Wisconan Higtorica Society (Wisconsin SHPO) has determined that the bridge over the
Chippewa River may be digible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Pending
resolution of thisissue, UP shdl retain itsinterest in and take no stepsto dter the higtoric integrity of the
bridge until completion of the Section 106 process of the national Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.S.C.
470f.




CONCLUSONS

Based on the information provided from al sources to date, we conclude that, as currently
proposed, abandonment of the line will not sgnificantly affect the quaity of the human environmen.
Therefore, the environmenta impact statement process is unnecessary.

Alternatives to the proposed abandonment would include denid (and, therefore, no changein
operations), discontinuance of service without abandonment and continued operation by another
operator. In any of these cases, the existing qudlity of the human environment and energy consumption
should not be affected.

PUBLIC USE

If abandonment and salvage of the rail line does take place, the right-of-way may be suitable
for other public use. A request containing the requisite four-part showing for imposition of a public use
condition (49 CFR 1152.28) mugt be filed with the Surface Transportation Board and served on the
railroad within the time specified in the Federal Register notice.

TRAILSUSE

A request for anotice of interim trail use (NITU) is due to the Surface Transportation Board,
with a copy to the raillroad, within 10 days of publication of the notice of exemption in the Federa
Regiser. However, the Board will accept late-filed requests as long asiit retains jurisdiction to do so.
This request must comply with the Board' srules for use of rights-of-way astrails (49 CFR 1152.29).

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The Board' s Office of Public Services (OPS) responds to questions regarding interim trail use,
public use, and other reuse dternatives. Y ou may contact OPS directly at (202) 565-1592 or mail
inquiries to the Surface Transportation Board, Office of Public Services, Washington, DC 20423.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENTS

If you wish to file comments regarding this environmenta assessment, send an original and two
copies to Surface Transportation Board, Case Control Unit, Washington, DC 20423, to the attention
of Kenneth Blodgett, who prepared this environmental assessment. Pleaserefer to Docket No. AB-
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33 (Sub No. 189X) in all correspondence addressed to the Board. If you have any questions
regarding this environmenta assessment, you should contact Kenneth Blodgett, the environmenta
contact for this case by phone at (202) 565-1554, fax at (202) 565-9000, or e-mail at

blodgettk @stb.dot.gov.

Date made available to the public: July 12, 2002.
Comment due date: August 12, 2002 (30 days).
By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief, Section of Environmenta Analyss.

Vermon A. Williams

Secretary
Attachment



ATTACHAERT L

BEGIN ARAMDOMWE

o WI

LEGENTE
AR LIMES TO BE ABANDOMWOCD
GTHER LIFRA LIMES
GTHEER AMLAGADRS
S+ YEAR JLO STRUCTURES
FRINCIHAL HiDHWAYS
CTHER AOADS

| ;
—— .
T A MP. 040
Ce = o Tlair e . e ecd
[, 1H 1] CTE | S AP AL
| o 1=l PALCIDATI TREE T LA TETaL 3F 1 ES WMIEE

Ih all i, Lht oalhl 2004Ty, wlE25kEA1RM

LION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO.
EAL CLAIRC 'MOJSTRIAL LEAD

MGL 0+ YeEAS QLD STRJCTURES

SAI0 ann Eo

LA ——— e ey

£ ECHE AR IND I ERT TUARRSN £ AT AR DG




