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Appendix C 
 

Comments Received on Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
 
 SEA received approximately 229 comment letters on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SDEIS).  Below is a table listing each comment letter in the order in which they were entered into 
SEA’s Environmental Correspondence Tracking database.  (This database is available on the Board’s website 
at www.stb.dot.gov and contains the environmental correspondence pertaining to all recent cases before the 
Board.  The letter numbers are generated for the database as a whole and are not case specific.  Thus, the 
numbers in the table below are not necessarily sequential.) 
 
 The postmark deadline for submitting comments was January 29, 2007.  However, SEA has included 
the comment letters that were postmarked after the deadline.  An asterisk after the letter number denotes that 
the letter was postmarked after the January 29, 2007 deadline. 
 

Copies of the actual comment letters received in reduced text format follow the table of contents.  
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EI-2613 James Greenwade 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 
101 South Main St. 
Temple, TX 76501-7602 

12/14/06 C-1 

EI-2627 Melinda Weiblen 
Self 
2520 FM 471 North 
Castroville, TX 78009-3400 

12/29/06 C-1 

EI-2628 James Weiblen 

Self 
550 North Harrison Avenue, 
Apt. 5205 
Tucson, AZ 85742 

12/29/06 C-2 

EI-2629 Glenn Weiblen 
Self 
2520 FM 471 North 
Castroville, TX 78009-3400 

12/29/06 C-2 

EI-2633 Arthur Weiblen 
Self 
545 Private Road 4753 
Castroville, TX 78009 

12/30/06 C-3 

EI-2634 Carolyn Marie Weiblen 
Self 
2918 Darlington Drive 
Highland Village, TX 75077 

12/30/06 C-4 

EI-2635 Adeline Weiblen 
Self 
545 Private Road 4753 
Castroville, TX 78009 

12/30/06 C-5 

EI-2636 Anthony Weiblen 
Self 
2918 Darlington Drive 
Highland Village, TX 75077 

12/30/06 C-5 

EI-2638 Fred L. Weiblen 
Self 
P. O. Box 395 
Castroville, TX 78009 

12/30/06 C-6 

EI-2639 Carl K. Eisenhauer 
Self 
3110 CR 4516 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/9/07 C-7 

EI-2640 Mavis M. Bohl 
Self 
224 Lower LaCoste Road 
Castroville, TX 78009 

1/8/07 C-9 

EI-2641 Courtney Eisenhauser 
Self 
3110 CR 4516 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/9/07 C-9 

EI-2642 Carolyn B. Weiblen 
Self 
P. O. Box 395 
Castroville, TX 78009 

12/30/06 C-11 

EI-2646 Beatrice B. Balzen 
Self 
905 Oakridge 
Pleasanton, TX 78064 

1/8/07 C-12 
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EI-2647 Wayne L. Marty 
Self 
891 CR 354 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter 

postmarked 
1/9/07 

C-12 

EI-2648 Jean Marty 
Self 
891 CR 354 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter; 

postmarked 
1/9/07 

C-12 

EI-2649 Joan S. Seekatz 
Self 
139 CR 2610 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/6/07 C-12 

EI-2650 Kelli Weiblen 
Self 
2106 North View 
San Marcos, TX 78666 

1/6/07 C-13 

EI-2651 Darrell Weiblen 
Self 
11027 Rivera Cove 
San Antonio, TX 78249 

1/6/07 C-14 

EI-2652 Christine Weiblen 
Self 
610 Townplace Drive 
College Station, TX 77840 

1/6/07 C-14 

EI-2653 Joey Weiblen 

Self 
BP Sunbury (Stockley Park) 
PO Box 4381 
Houston, TX 77210 

1/6/07 C-15 

EI-2654 Deborah Weiblen 

Self 
BP Sunbury (Stockley Park) 
PO Box 4381 
Houston, TX 77210 

1/6/07 C-16 

EI-2655 Harold Weiblen 
Self 
560 CR 461 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/6/07 C-17 

EI-2656 Cindy Weiblen 
Self 
560 CR 461 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/6/07 C-17 

EI-2657 Amanda L. Rothe 
Self 
1206 31st St. 
Hondo, TX 78861 

12/30/06 C-18 

EI-2659 Charles and Patricia S. 
Bigelow 

Self 
905 Eventide Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78209 

1/16/07 C-19 

EI-2660 Matthew C. Rothe 
Self 
1206 31st St. 
Hondo, TX 78861 

12/30/06 C-19 
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EI-2661 Wayne R. Balzen 
Self 
905 Oakridge 
Pleasanton, TX 78064 

1/8/07 C-20 

EI-2662 Robert N. Clark 
Self 
520 CR 368 
Mico, TX 78056 

No date on letter; 
postmarked 1/12/07 C-20 

EI-2663 Michael Weiblen, P.E. 
Self 
175 CR 373 
Rio Medina, TX 78066 

1/8/07 C-20 

EI-2664 Judith Weiblen 
Self 
175 CR 373 
Rio Medina, TX 78066 

1/8/07 C-21 

EI-2666 Max Walden 
Self 
655 CR 365 
Quihi, Texas 78861 

1/20/07 C-22 

EI-2668 
F. Lawerence Oaks, 

State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

Texas Historical Commission 
P. O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711-2276 

1/19/07 C-22 

EI-2669 Trey Tschirhart 
Self 
811 Vienna St. 
Castroville, TX 78009 

1/8/07 C-23 

EI-2670 Lorin Tschirhart 
Self 
811 Vienna St. 
Castroville, TX 78009 

1/8/07 C-24 

EI-2671 Loren D. Bane 
Self 
12623 Hunters Chase 
San Antonio, Tx 78230 

No date on letter; 
recorded on 1/22/07 

by SBT 
C-25 

EI-2672 Elizabeth Wood 

Self 
Beth Wood 
671 CR 252 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-25 

EI-2673 Hannah Wood 
Self 
671 CR 252 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/10/07 C-25 

EI-2674 Mary FitzSimon 
Self 
523 Private Rd. 3515 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/13/07 C-26 

EI-2675 
(duplicate of EI-2720) Larry Coyle 

Self 
601 CR 375 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

1/14/07 C-26 

EI-2676 Jimmy K. Walch 
Self 
342 Rasa Dr. 
San Antonio, TX 78227-3223 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by SBT 

1/23/07 
C-26 
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EI-2677 John A. & Janice S. 
Waits 

Selves 
1404 County Road 265 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/18/07 C-27 

EI-2678 Robert and Robyn 
Hargrove 

Selves 
6810 Vine Street 
Austin, Texas 78757 

1/23/07 C-27 

EI-2679 James Wardwell 
Self 
440 Private Road 234 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/24/07 C-278 

EI-2680 Sandra Fuchs 
Self 
P. O. Box 1028 
Lytle, TX 78052 

1/24/07 C-28 

EI-2681 Angela R. Overley 
N. Stewart Overley 

Selves 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

1/23/07 C-28 

EI-2682 Staci and Curtis Boehme 
Selves 
135 CR 2610 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/15/07 C-29 

EI-2683 Jennifer L. Lindsey 
Self 
P. O. Box 93 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/18/07 C-29 

EI-2684 Glenn K. Lindsey 
Self 
190 CR 4512 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/18/07 C-29 

EI-2685 Gary E. Balzen 
Self 
5527 Timber Trace 
San Antonio, TX 78250-4208 

1/14/07 C-29 

EI-2686 Henry Balzen and 
Arleen Balzen 

Selves 
281 CR 265 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/15/07 C-30 

EI-2688 
(duplicate of EI-2787) 

Ned Meister, Director 
Commodity and 

Regulatory Activities 

Texas Farm Bureau 
P. O. Box 1689 
Waco, TX 76701-2689 

1/26/07 C-31 

EI-2707 Aliska Jakob 
Self 
521 Private Road 3515 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/29/07 C-32 

EI-2708 David F. Barton 
The Gardner Law Firm 
745 E. Mulberry Ave., Suite 100 
San Antonio, TX 78212-3167 

1/29/07 C-32 

EI-2709 Bret  Bigelow 
Self 
111 W. Silver Sands 
San Antonio, TX 78216 

1/19/07 C-39 

EI-2710 Natalie Weiblen Henry 
Self 
25615 Little Brook 
San Antonio, Texas 78260 

1/16/07 C-39 
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EI-2711 Reese A. Henry III 
Self 
25615 Little Brook 
San Antonio, Texas 78260 

1/16/07 C-40 

EI-2712 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

1/29/07 C-41 

EI-2713 John Cornyn, United 
States Senator 

Constituents 
Washington, DC 10510-4305 1/25/07 C-45 

EI-2714 Alyne Fitzgerald 

Quihi & New Fountain Historical 
Society 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/21/07 C-45 

EI-2715 Nora L. Winkler 
Self 
P. O. Box 369 
Castroville, Texas 78009 

1/22/07 C-46 

EI-2716 Lester R. Landrum 
Self 
776 CR 354 
Hondo, TX  78861 

1/23/07 C-47 

EI-2717 Joyce M. Landrum 
Self 
776 Cr. 354 
Quihi, TX 78861 

1/19/07 C-48 

EI-2718 T. Lynn Allbritton 
Self 
4297 County Road 145 
Alvin, Texas 77511 

1/15/07 C-48 

EI-2719 Robert T. Fitzgerald, 
President 

The Medina County Environmental 
Action Association, Inc. 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/21/07 C-48 

EI-2720 
(duplicate of EI-2675) Larry Coyle 

Self 
601 CR 375 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

1/14/07 C-49 

EI-2721 Alfred M. Bishop 
Self 
241 CR 253 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/13/07 C-50 

EI-2722 Jerriene R. Bishop 
Self 
241 CR 253 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/13/07 C-50 

EI-2723 Sylvia Greer 
Self 
496 CR 253 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/15/07 C-51 

EI-2724 Terry Greer 
Self 
496 CR 253 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/15/07 C-51 
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EI-2725 Damien Dclozier 
Self 
337 CR 363 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter; received 

by STB 
1/29/07 

C-52 

EI-2726 Margaret A. Skalka, RN 
Self 
3122 CR 265 
Mico, TX 78056-5004 

1/19/07 C-52 

EI-2727 Dennis R. Skalka, DVM, 
MPH 

Self 
3122 CR 265 
Mico, TX 78056-5004 

1/14/07 C-54 

EI-2728 Tom Walpole 
Mary Walpole 

Selves 
5201 FM 2676 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/15/07 C-55 

EI-2729 Garry and Beth Allen 
Selves 
141 CR 454 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/15/07 C-55 

EI-2730 Yolanda A. Verastezni 
Victor M. Verastezni 

Self 
4311 CR 4516 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-55 

EI-2731 Frank A. Fournier III and 
wife, Dottie Singleton 

Selves 
595 County Road 354 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/17/07 C-56 

EI-2732 Donato Rios, Jr. 
Self 
6009 Fm 2676 
Quihi, Tx 7861 

1/10/07 C-56 

EI-2733 Joseph Rodriquez 

Self 
4628 Knottingwood Ct., 
Bldg. 264 
Austin, Texas 78744 

12/14/07 
(recorded as 

1/14/07) 
C-57 

EI-2734 Richard Fournier 
Self 
No address shown. 
No envelope attached. 

12/14/07 
(recorded as 

1/14/07 
C-57 

EI-2735 Wesley Haby 
Self 
7401 FM 2676 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter; rec’d 
1/29/07 by 

STB. 

C-57 

EI-2736 
The Portenier Family, 

Ted, Robin, Paige, 
Brentlee & Treyton 

Selves 
331 County Rd. 252 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter; rec’d 
1/29/07 by 

STB. 

C-58 

EI-2737 Wayne, Holly, David, 
Justin, and Cody Dykes 

Selves 
1910 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

No date on 
letter; rec’d 
1/29/07 by 

STB. 

C-58 
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EI-2738 Paula & Richard Dowell 
Selves 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

No date on 
letter; rec’d 
1/29/07 by 

STB. 

C-58 

EI-2739 Travis H.P. Prok 
Self 
601 CR 252 
Hondo Texas 78861 

1/20/07 C-58 

EI-2740 J.D. and Joyce McKay 
Selves 
915 C.R. 454 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/21/07 C-59 

EI-2741 Rosalie Fournier 
Self 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

12/14/07 
(recorded as 

1/14/07 
C-59 

EI-2742 Jacque Conrad 
Self 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

1/16/07 C-59 

EI-2743 Scott Conrad 
Self 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

1/16/07 C-59 

EI-2744 Doris Johnson 
Self 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

1/14/07 C-60 

EI-2745 Corey and Natalie Burke 
and family 

Selves 
No address on letter. 
No envelope attached. 

1/14/07 C-60 

EI-2746 L. P. (Pat) Landrum 
Self 
776 CR 354 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/15/07 C-60 

EI-2747 Peggy J. Law 
Self 
6121 FM 2676 
Hondo, TX 78861 

01/08/07 C-61 

EI-2748 Lynn Haby 
Self 
890 P.R. 3810 
San Antonio, Texas 78253 

1/12/07 C-61 

EI-2749 Necey Schulte 
Self 
1901 22nd Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/12/07 C-61 

EI-2750 Linda L. Gerdes 
Self 
450 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-61 

EI-2751 Archie R. Gerdes 
Self 
450 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-62 
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EI-2753 John & Brenda Kennerly 
Selves 
555 P.R. 3501 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/13/07 C-63 

EI-2754 Bill and Mary Belle 
Snyder 

Selves 
2501 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/29/07 C-63 

EI-2755 Robert Reed, D.O. 
Self 
741 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-63 

EI-2756 Grace R. Reed 
Self 
742 CR 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-64 

EI-2757 Joe Balzen and Erna 
Balzen 

Selves 
No address on letter; 
No envelope with letter. 

1/20/07 C-64 

EI-2758 Velda E. Workman 
Self 
4383 CR 4516 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-64 

EI-2759 Mrs. Kenneth D. Fischer 
and Kenneth Fischer 

Selves 
P. O. Box 1091 CR 355 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/14/07 C-64 

EI-2760 Barbara Lappe 
Self 
290 CR 454 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/14/07 C-65 

EI-2761 Will Gilliam 
Self 
CR 365 
Quihi, Texas (no zip code) 

1/14/07 C-65 

EI-2762 Steve Lapp 
Self 
290 CR 454 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/14/076 C-66 

EI-2763 Katherine Baxter 
Self 
222 County Road 363 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-66 

EI-2764 Lynette Stewart 
Self 
3619 FM 2676 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/14/07 `C-66 

EI-2765 Randy T. Johnson 
Self 
No address on letter 
No envelope attached 

1/14/07 C-67 

EI-2766 
Copies of a form letter 

submitted by 46 
individuals 

No addresses on letter 
No envelope attached 1/19/07 C-67 
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EI-2769 
Thomas H. Diggs, 
Chief Air Planning 

Section 

US EPA, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

1/8/07 C-79 

EI-2770 

Karen Muennink 
Laura Maney 

Robert N. Hancock 
Priscilla Hancock 
Jonele W. Taylor 

J.A. Ruiz 
Patricia Pizzini 

Fred Pizzini 

The Medina county Historical 
Commission Members 
No return address shown 
No envelope attached. 

1/22/07 C-79 

EI-2771 James and Donna Dittmar 
Selves 
881 County Road 353 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/24/07 C-80 

EI-2772 
Petition submitted by the 

Medina Residents for 
Economic Growth. 

No addresses shown 
No envelope attached Rec’d 1/26/07 C-80 

EI-2773 
Petition submitted by the 

Medina Residents for 
Economic Growth. 

No addresses shown 
No envelope attached Rec’d 1/26/07 C-86 

EI-2774 
Petition signed by 10 
residents of Medina 

County 

No addresses shown 
No envelope attached Rec’d 1/30/07 C-98 

EI-2775 Melvin and Judy Dittmar 
Selves 
3980 FM 2676 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/24/07 C-98 

EI-2776 Leslie A. Semmetmann 
H.E. Semmetmann 

4125 CR 251 
Hondo, TX 78861 1/23/07 C-99 

EI-2777 Jimmy Stewart 
Self 
3619 FM 2676 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/22/07 C-99 

EI-2778 Francis L. Fleming 
Self 
435 C.R. 260 W 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/20/07 C-99 

EI-2779 Russell J. Mangold 
Self 
807 33rd Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861-3513 

No date on 
letter/rec’d 

1/30/07 
C-100 

EI-2780 Verlyn Mangold 
Self 
807 33rd Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861-3513 

No date on 
letter/rec’d 

1/30/07 
C-100 

EI-2781 Duane Jungman 
Self 
1899 Cr 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on 
letter/rec’d 

1/30/07 
C-101 
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EI-2782 Doris Elaine Saathoff 
Jungman 

Self 
1899 Cr 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on 
letter/rec’d 

1/30/07 
C-101 

EI-2783 Ray H. Wardwell 
Self 
180 County Road 368 
Mico, TX 78056 

1/24/07 C-101 

EI-2784 Nora L. Winkler 
Self 
P. O. Box 369 
Castroville, Texas 78009 

1/25/07 C-102 

EI-2785 Carolyn & Duane Wiemers 
Selves 
400 CR 455 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/20/07 C-102 

EI-2786 Glenn Schweers, Jr. 
Self 
1331 Hazelbury Lane 
San Antonio, Texas 78253 

1/24/07 C-104 

EI-2787 
(duplicate of EI-2688) 

Ned Meister, Director 
Commodity and 

Regulatory Activities 

Texas Farm Bureau 
P. O. Box 2689 
Waco, Texas 76702-2689 

1/26/07 C-104 

EI-2788 Sean Feneley 
Self 
1600 County Road 351 
Hondo, TX 78861 

01/25/07 C-104 

EI-2789 Deborah Landrum Love 
Self 
14365 Cornerstone Village 
Houston, TX 77014 

1/14/07 C-105 

EI-2790 
Petition signed by Robert 
J. Heyen, Kay Heyen, and 

Michael Heyen 

Selves 
No address shown 
No envelope attached 

No date on 
petition; 

received by 
SGR 1/31/07 

C-106 

EI-2791 Julianne Fletcher 
Executive Director 

Preservation Texas 
P. O. box 12832 
Austin, Texas 78711 

1/18/07 C-105 

EI-2792 David Barton 
The Gardner Law Firm 
745 E. Mulberry Ave 
San Antonio, TX 78212-3167 

2/1/07 C-106 

EI-2793 John Weiblen 
Self 
26003 Copperas Lane 
San Antonio, TX 78260 

12/30/06 C-106 

EI-2794 Tammy Weiblen 
Self 
26003 Copperas Lane 
San Antonio, TX 78260 

12/30/06 C-107 

EI-2796 Glenn R. Schweers 
Mary Jo Schweers 

Selves 
2602 Avenue K 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/26/07 C-108 
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EI-2797 

TP Pilam Coahuiltecan 
Nation Tribal Council 
Signed by:  Raymond 

Hernandez, Richard c. Garay, 
Jesus Reyes, and Marizella 
Mariana Medrano-Boyd. 

Tribal correspondence. 
273 Nicks Rd. 
Comfort, Texas 78013 

1/27/07 C-109 

EI-2798 Joseph Salomon 
Self 
No return address shown. 
No envelope attached. 

1/26/07 C-161 

EI-2799 Vicki L. Salomon 
Self 
No return address shown. 
No envelope attached. 

1/26/07 C-162 

EI-2800 Velda J. Jarrell 
Self 
651 County Road 354 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/23/07 C-162 

EI-2801 Mary F. Walpole and 
Tom Walpole 

Selves 
5201 FM 2676 
Hondo TX 78861 

1/27/07 C-162 

EI-2802 Form letters submitted by 12 
individuals. 

No addresses shown on letters.  
No envelopes attached. 1/19/07 C-163 

EI-2808 Jack Love 
Self 
P. O. Box 6301 
Mico, TX 78856 

1/11/07 C-166 

EI-2809 Aliska Jakob 
Self 
521 Private Rd. 3515 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-170 

EI-2810 Robert Jakob 
Self 
521 Private Rd. 3515 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/13/07 C-170 

EI-2811 Vicki Lynn Balzen-Jeter 
Self 
260 CR 354 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/24/07 C-171 

EI-2812 Petition signed by 14 
individuals Petition 

No date on 
petition; 
received 
2/5/07 by 

STB. 

C-171 

EI-2813 Lisa J. Schweers 
Self 
8627 Berrywest Court 
San Antonio, TX 78240 

1/24/07 C-171 

EI-2814 Lois and Dave Hoesley 
Selves 
250 CR 365 
Hondo, TX 78861 

1/27/07 C-172 
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EI-2815 N. Portenier 
Self 
436 CR 386 
San Antonio, TX 78253 

1/29/07 C-172 

EI-2816 Neil Hernandez 
Self 
14125 Tobiano Trail 
Helotes, TX 78023 

No date on 
letter; rec’d 

by STB 
2/8/07 

C-172 

EI-2817 Morris Baxter 
Self 
222 CR 363 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

1/27/07 C-172 

EI-2818 Michael P. Jansky, PE 
Regional EIS Coordinator 

US EPA 
1445 Ross Avenue, Ste. 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 

1/29/07 C-173 

EI-2819 

Willie R. Taylor 
Director, Office of 

Environmental Policy and 
Compliance 

United States Department of the 
Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, DC 20240 

1/31/07 C-173 

EI-2820 Russell Hooten 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Wildlife Habitat Assessment 
Program 
Wildlife Division 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, TX 78744-3291 

1/29/07 C-173 

EI-2827 David Barton  02/12/07 C-174 
EI-2845 Dr. Bob Fitzgerald MCEAA 02/26/07 C-175 

EI-2846 
Duplicate of EI-2845 Dr. Robert Fitzgerald 

MCEAA 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

02/22/07 C-175 

EI-2848 F. Lawrence Oaks, SHPO Texas Historic Commission 02/28/07 C-176 

EI-2849 Carlos I. Uresti 
The Senate of The State of Texas 
P. O. Box 12068 
Austin, TX 78711 

0213/07 C-176 

EI-2850 Raymond Hernandez 
Tap Pilam Coahuiltecan Nation 
273 Nicks Rd. 
Comfort, TX 78013 

3/11/07 C-177 

EI-2853 
F. Lawrence Oaks, 

State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Texas Historic Commission 
P. O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711-2276 

3/15/07 C-177 

EI-2855 Anthony Weiblen 
Self 
2918 Darlington Drive 
Highland Village, TX 75077 

3/17/07 C-178 
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EI-2859 David F. Barton 

The Gardner Law Firm 
745 East Mulberry Avenue 
Suite 100 
San Antonio, TX 78212-3167 

3/15/07 C-178 

EI-2861 Dean McNew 
Self 
1590 County Road 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861-6431 

3/31/07 C-179 

EI-2862 David F. Barton 

The Gardner Law Firm 
745 East Mulberry Avenue 
Suite 100 
San Antonio, TX 78212-3167 

3/28/07 C-180 

EI-2865 Dean and Ronda 
McNew 

Self 
No return address on letter 4/3/07 C-182 

EI-2864 Jared Boehme 
Self 
1977 C.R. 4516 
Castroville, TX 78009 

4/3/07 C-181 

EI-2867 Ken Persyn 
Self 
510 CR 4643 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

4/4/07 
 C-182 

EI-2868 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

4/5/07 C-183 

EI-2871 David B. Barton 
The Gardner Law Firm 
745 East Mulberry Ave., #100 
San Antonio, TX 78212-3167 

4/5/07 C-185 

EI-2873 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

4/10/07 C-185 

EI-2874 Dr. James M. Bower 
Dr. Carolina Livi 

Selves 
325 Private road 3660 
Hondo Texas 78861 

4/8/07 C-188 

EI-2875 Courtney M. Eisenhauer Self 
No return address on letter 4/4/07 C-188 

EI-2876 Carl K. Eisenhauer Self 
No return address on letter 4/5/07 C-189 

EI-2877 Shannon Windrow 
Self 
306 Avenue M 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-190 

EI-2878 Matthew J. Windrow 
Self 
306 Avenue M 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-191 

EI-2879 John R. Windrow 
Self 
1207 Acorn Rd. 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-191 
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EI-2880 Vivian W. Windrow 
Self 
1207 Acorn Rd. 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-191 

EI-2881 Zachary R. Windrow 
Self 
1204 Oak Lane 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-191 

EI-2882 Melissa Windrow 
Self 
1204 Oak Lane 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/10/07 C-192 

EI-2883 Carolyn Jagge Boehme 
Self 
1642 U.S. Hwy 90 West 
Castroville, TX 78009 

4/3/07 C-192 

EI-2884 Nelson and Paulette 
Martin 

Selves 
1596 County Road 366 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/2/07 C-192 

EI-2885 Dean McNew and 
Ronda (Martin) McNew 

Selves 
1590 County Road 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861-6431 

3/30/07 C-192 

EI-2886 Jerry A. Martin 1450 County Road 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861-6431 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by stb 4/9/07 C-193 

EI-2887 
Duplicate of 

EI-2867 
Ken Persyn 

Self 
510 CR 4643 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

04/04/07 C-193 

EI-2888 Russell Hooten 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744-3291 

4/5/07 C-193 

EI-2889 (Mrs.)Jean Marty 
Self 
891 CR34 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

4/6/07 C-194 

EI-2890 Wayne Marty 
Self 
891 CR34 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

4/6/07 C-194 

EI-2893 Doris Elaine Saathoff-
Jungman 

Self 
1899 CR 366 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/12/07 C-194 

EI-2894 Yvonne Stein 
Self 
1889 CR 445 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/12/07 C-195 

EI-2895 Alvin Saathoff Self 
No address shown on letter 4/13/07 C-195 

EI-2896 Martha Jung-man-Otake 
Self 
8523 Braun Knoll 
San Antonio, TX 78254 

No date on letter; 
rec’d by STB 4/13/07 C-195 
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EI-2897 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

4/16/07 C-196 

EI-2898 Henry Balzen and 
Arleen Balzen 

Selves 
260 CR 354 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/13/07 C-196 

EI-2899 Robert Fitzgerald 

The Medina County 
Environmental Action 
Association, Inc. 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/13/07 C-196 

EI-2900 Sterley Jagge 
Self 
635 C.R. 464 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/3/07 C-197 

EI-2901 Mildred Mehr Jagge 
Self 
635 C.R. 464 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/3/07 C-197 

EI-2902 Jared Boehme and 
Janet Boehme 

Selves 
1977 C.R. 4516 
Castroville, TX 78009 

4/9/07 C-198 

EI-2906 Raymond Hernandez 
Tap Pilam-Coahuiltecan Nation 
273 Nicks Rd. 
Comfort, Texas 78013 

4/17/07 C-198 

EI-2907 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

4/18/07 C-198 

EI-2908 Cynthia Lindsey 
Section 106 Consulting Party 
P. O. Box 93 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

4/27/07 C-199 

EI-2912 Dean and Ronda 
McNew 

Selves 
1590 County Road 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date C-200 

EI-2923 Dr. Bob Fitzgerald and 
Alyne Fitzgerald 

Selves 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

5/3/07 C-204 

EI-2924 Dr. Bob Fitzgerald 
MCEAA 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

5/6/07 C-204 

EI-2925 Julianne Fletcher 
Preservation Texas 
P. O. Box 12832 
Austin, TX 78711 

4/17/07 C-205 

EI-2926 

Alyne Fitzgerald Quihi & New Fountain Historical 
Society 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/25/07 C-205 
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EI-2927 Anthony Weiblen Weiblen Farms 
No address shown 4/29/07 C-206 

EI-2930 Anthony Weiblen Self 
No address shown 5/13/07 C-207 

EI-2931 Anthony Weiblen Self 
No address shown 4/29/07 C-208 

EI-2932 Lester R. Landrum 
Self 
776 CR 354 
Quihi, Texas 78861 

4/26/07 C-208 

EI-2933 
Duplicate of 

EI-2906 
Raymond Hernandez 

Tap Pilam-Coahuiltecan Nation 
273 Nicks Rd. 
Comfort, Texas 78013 

4/17/07 C-209 

EI-2934 Dean McNew 
Self 
1590 County Road 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

4/25/07 C-209 

EI-2935 Thomas R. Hester, Ph.D. Self 
No address on letter 4/17/07 C-210 

EI-2936 Alvin Saathoff Self 
No address on letter 4/13/07 C-210 

EI-2937 Duane Jungman 
Self 
1899 Cr 366 
Hondo, Texas 78861 

No date on letter C-211 

EI-2938 Christie McVay 
Self 
640 CR 366 
Hondo, TX 78861 

4/18/07 C-211 

EI-2939 Gary E. Balzen 
Self 
5527 Timber Trace 
San Antonio, TX 78250-4208 

4/10/07 C-211 

EI-2940 F. Lawrence Oaks 
Texas Historical Commission 
P. O. Box 12276 
Austin, TX 78711-2276 

3/15/07 C-212 

EI-2941 Ruth Toahty, 
NAGPRA Coordinator 

Comanche Tribe NAGPRA 
P. O. Box 908 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73502 

5/6/07 C-213 

EI-2959 C. Eisenhauer E-mail 6/7/07 C-213 

EI-2960 Ronald J. Ulbrich Medina County Commissioner 
Faxed letter 5/18/07 C-214 

EI-3040 David H. Coburn 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 

8/3/07 C-215 

EI-3109 Dr. Bob Fitzgerald 
MCEAA 
202 CR 450 
Hondo, TX 78861 

8/15/07 C-215 
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EI-3137 Madelyn Schott 
Self 
19903 Bandera Rd 
Helotes, TX 78023 

08/23/07 C-230 

EI – 3138 Joan Seekatz 
Self 
Joan Seekatz 
(Matt Saathoff Farm) 

08/23/07 C-230 

EI – 3445 David B. Casteel, P.E. 

Texas Department of 
Transporation 
P.O. Box 29928 
San Antonio, TX 78229 

12/21/07 C-230 

EI – 3499 Dr. Robert Fitzgerald 
MCEAA 
202 CR 3SO 
Hondo, TX 78661 

01/11/08 C-231 

EI – 3501 J. Thomas Hill 
Vulcano Materials Company 
P.O. Box 791550 
San Antonio, TX 78729 

01/03/08 C-232 

EI – 4456 Nancy Saiers Self 01/07/08 C-232 

GC-01 Mark Robertson 
Self 
P. O. Box 701328 
San Antonio, TX 78270-1328 

No date on letter. C-234 

GC-02 Zachariah Butler 
Self 
76405 Tamarisk Ave. 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 

No date on letter C-234 

GC-03 Thomas Roy Hester 
Self 
P. O Box 625 
Utopia, TX 78884 

No date on letter. C-234 
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STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2827

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: David Barton Date Received: 02/12/2007
  Group: Date of Letter: 02/12/2007

Submitter's Comments
This message is to inform you that the Executive Director of TCEQ signed, and the agency in turn issued, the air permit for the quarry
to Vulcan on February 2, 2007. The clock continues to run.

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/Final EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2827.htm3/13/2007 2:18:30 PM
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STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2845

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Dr. Bob Fitzgerald Date Received: 02/26/2007
  Group: MCEAA Date of Letter: 02/22/2007

Submitter's Comments
The Board of Directors of Medina County Environmental Action Association wish to submit the following comments relating to the 
Steptoe and Johnson LLP letter of January 29, 2007. 

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/Final EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2845.htm3/13/2007 2:18:02 PM

STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2846

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Dr Robert Fitzgerald Date Received: 02/26/2007
  Group: MCEAA Date of Letter: 02/26/2007

Submitter's Comments
Please see letter attached.

Image Attachment(s)

2007 02 22 MCEAA letter to STB.doc
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The Medina County Environmental Action Association, Inc. 
202 CR 450, Hondo, TX 78861                              Phone 830-741-5040       
www.dontmesswithquihi.com                           Fax  830-426-2060 

Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald, President                                                                    Jacque Conrad, Secretary 

Lester landrum, Vice-President                                                                                       mary walpole, Treasurer 

Archie gerdes, Director                                  Ted Portenier, Director 

Joe Balzen, Director                     Dwight Biediger, Website 

Alyne fitzgerald, communications                          erna balzen, membership 

 

February 22, 2007 

Surface Transportation Board 
Attn:  Victoria Rutson 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re:  Finance Docket #34284 

Dear Ms. Rutson: 

The Board of Directors of Medina County Environmental Action Association wish to submit the following comments 
relating to the Steptoe and Johnson LLP letter of January 29, 2007.  As you are aware, this letter relates Vulcan 
Materials/SGR comments on the SDEIS urging the STB to reinstate the SGR original proposed rail route and also asking 
for modification of certain mitigation measures previously contained in the DEIS and additional measures and 
modification of mitigation measures in the SDEIS. 

STB should note that the Vulcan/SGR requested changes in these mitigation measures would make them ineffective in 
protecting the environment that they were originally designed to protect and again points out the fact that these projects 
were conceived without proper environmental research.  What is being asked of the STB is to lower their standards, for 
example, of adding phrases to “the extent feasible” after the word “ensure” in mitigative measure 5A. 

In measure 15A, SGR is concerned that the use of lubricants “in the vicinity of the Edwards Recharge Zone may raise its 
own set of potential adverse impacts of such lubricants on the Recharge Zone.”  However, SGR is not at all concerned 
about placing ten one-thousand gallon fuel storage tanks on the very border of the Recharge Zone.  This again, shows 
Vulcan’s callous disregard, ignorance and lack of planning for the environmental safety of the Recharge Zone.  If Vulcan 
wishes to truly protect the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone, it should locate the fuel storage and maintenance area at the 
southern terminus where it would not be environmentally hazardous to the Edwards Aquifer.  Hopefully, this issue will be 
resolved in the FEIS, should a permit be granted. 

Voluntary Mitigation Measure #3 deals with welded rail.  Some seven years after this project was began, Vulcan now 
submits information from HDR Engineering firm that is “may not be practical or economical to use welded rail in the 
quarry loading area.  SGR is asking that this noise controlling measure (welded rail) as well as track lubricates now be 
omitted, inferring that there will not be much noise created by slow moving trains.  We object to these callous assertions.  
Are the inhabitants living near the quarry being told that their peaceful environment that they sought is no longer possible 
so that Vulcan’s “economical and practical way of doing things” takes precedence over their peace and quiet?  

In Mitigation Measure #6, we strongly object to any changes in dealing with highway crossing.  What Vulcan seeks here 
is gaining the approval of STB that grade separations over FM2676 and CR 4516 can be omitted.  The assumption in the 
DEIS being that there will be at-grade crossing with appropriate warning devices.  Inserting words and phrases such as 
“consistent with recognized highway safety standards taking into account the level of highway traffic at that crossing”,  
and the term “where appropriate”, would allow Vulcan to never build grade separations.  This can not be allowed by STB.  
MCEAA firmly believes that grade separation crossings are the only acceptable type of crossing for the above roads.

Vulcan has agreed to provide grade separation crossing at their expense when required to so.  It is up to STB to make this 
requirement now for the safety of the traveling public and to prevent loss of life and property.  We have reviewed your 
data concerning the probability of accidents and/or deaths. But what is not taken into account are the local conditions and 
the type of traffic that would utilize these roads (which has been previously related to STB), and the fact that this area is 
growing rapidly as San Antonio expands westward into Medina County, less than twenty-five miles away.  Medina 
County Commissioners Court has previously stated that it wants the safest type of crossings for its’ county roads crossed 
by the railroad.  Since CR4516 is the main road from Quihi to Castroville and Highway 90, a grade separation should be 
required by STB.  Do not allow Vulcan to escape its’ rightful duty by changing Mitigation #6. 

Mitigation #24—SGR wishes to change the STB directive concerning obtaining flood plain crossing permits from FEMA 
so as to make mitigation #24 meaningless and/or unenforceable.  MCEAA strongly objects to allowing this change.  SGR 
wants to cross flood plains (particularly the Quihi Creek at CR365 location), utilizing trestle type bridges (as is their 
intention for the proposed route and alternatives 1,2 and 3). This is certain to cause more than a 12” rise in the flood plain 
when debris is impounded by the trestle type bridges during heavy rainfall.  MCEAA has previously proven to STB in the 
publication concerning flooding caused by trestle type bridges in Los Angeles County California, and in the documentary 
“Texas Flash Flood Alley”, that debris in trestle bridges causes flooding.  As STB is aware, its selection of one of two 
eastern routes was made to prevent flooding, coupled with the fact that the Historic landscape of the Quihi area would be 
bypassed.  Now SGR is again struggling to get the proposed route, with all its severe environmental impacts, reinstated.  
SGR even threatens that it will seek to use its right of preemption, if mitigation measure #24 is not altered.  MCEAA is 
adamant that this Vulcan measure must not be altered or weakened. Vulcan’s planned use of trestle type bridges, which 
they claim are adequate, to ford streams and floodplains, are based on annual and average rainfall calculations. However, 
ten inch, or even six inch rainfalls are common in this area. We have even had a 22 in rainfall event in 24 hours in recent 
years.  Thus calculations by a licensed engineer, based on annual or average rainfalls, will misled FEMA, STB, and the 
Corp of Engineers. To be more accurate, calculations based on a ten-inch rainfall would be more accurate in predicting a 
worst-case scenario. It must be remembered that this rainfall amount would fall on an18,301-acre watershed above the 
quarry’s plant site and rail loop within the quarry should be required by STB. 

Mitigation #30—MCEAA understands SGR’s concerns on this measure which STB mitigation states that there should be 
avoidance of placing fill or structures in the creek channel that would be crossed.  This is particularly true because the rail
loop within the quarry lies between two branches of the Polecat Creek and cannot be constructed in this location without 
being in the creek channels.  This means trestle type bridges would be in some portions of the Polecat Creek.  This sets the 
stage for flooding into the quarry’s plant site when debris from the upland watershed clogs the trestle bridges.  Vulcan’s 
permanent berm along the northern plant site will not be able to withstand floodwaters.  This is yet another example of 
poor planning and lack of research of the area.  Has the Corp. of Engineers approved this plan and reviewed the placement 
of the rail line loop on trestle bridges in the Polecat Creek?  This must be done prior to FEIS so that this data can be 
reviewed and challenged if necessary. 

Mitigation #32—MCEAA would like to comment on the proposed change by SGR from a 4:1 berm to a 2:1 berm.  Since 
SGR has all but conceded that it will not manage the rail line if it is even built, and instead will seek another rail line to 
operate and manage the line.  The new operator should comment on this suggested change in berm rations.  MCEAA 
believes that SGR’s desire to “pinch pennies” in building a rail line and then disappearing from the responsibility of 
managing what it has created is unwise at best.  We would like reassurance that a rail line, if permitted, would be safe and 
not one subject to derailments.  We, in the San Antonio area, have experienced enough of these in the recent past.  Please 
respond to this comment in the FEIS. 

Mitigation #33—SGR requests to change this measure again demonstrating its desire to circumvent environmental 
protection by clinging to “let us do it our way” not STB’s recommended way.  Unless STB’s recommendations for 
preserving natural buffers contiguous to flood plains are honored, Vulcan will destroy them with their version of  “Best 
Management Practices”.  MCEAA’s recommendation is to leave #33 as written. 

Mitigation #31—We strongly disagree with SGR’s request to remove the words “to the design of the rail line” from this 
mitigation measure.  Without it, well structures such as windmills, electric lines, above ground water storage tanks and 
troughs and other structures could be torn down or damaged by the rail line construction and for operation. 
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Mitigation #45—We agree with SGR in its opinion that much of the work for the programmatic agreement has been done 
on the cultural resources.  STB’s choice of an eastern route, such as the MCEAA variation of the Medina Dam route, with 
only minor rail alignment change such as avoidance of crossing CR 461, could be achieved by moving the rail line 50 feet 
to the west. This route change would bypass almost all of the three historic areas noted in the DEIS and also would also 
eliminate the increased flooding potential by crossing less flood plain distance than any other eastern proposed route.  We 
would like to comment on the programmatic agreement once it is completed. Or better still, prior to its completion as we 
have been informed by our telephone conversation on February 22, 2007.               

In closing, MCEAA wishes to thank STB for its time and patience in considering the above responses to SGR comments.  
We believe that after due consideration STB should maintain its opinion that an eastern route is the least environmentally 
disruptive route, coupled with the mitigation clauses that will best protect the adjacent environment and issue the permit 
accordingly.  If Vulcan is serious about building this railroad and quarry, it will accept the permit and abide by the 
imposed mitigations.  If not, they can withdraw the permit application and start trucking.  We can live with that if they 
can.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President 
Medina County Environmental Action Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                MCEAA, Inc., for your Home, Health, and Heritage

STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2848

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: F. Lawerence Oaks, SHPO Date Received: 03/06/2007
  Group: Texas Historic Commission Date of Letter: 02/28/2007

Submitter's Comments
We are in receipt of your January 16, 2007 letter that offers specific mitigation measures should the railroad's original proposed route 
be utilized....

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/Final EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2848.htm3/13/2007 2:17:05 PM
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STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2859

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: David Barton Date Received: 03/20/2007
  Group: The Gardner Law Firm Date of Letter: 03/20/2007

Submitter's Comments
Attached please find a copy of recent correspondence to EPA Region 6.

Image Attachment(s)

l-Jansky EPA R6 031507.pdf EI-1313 EPA DEIS comments.pdf EI-2818 EPA SDEIS comments.pdf

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/... EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2859a.htm3/26/2007 11:21:52 AM
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STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2862

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: David F. Barton Date Received: 03/28/2007
  Group: The Gardner Law Firm Date of Letter: 03/28/2007

Submitter's Comments
Enclosed please find our follow up on behalf of MCEAA to Monday's NHPA consultation meeting regarding the Proposed Route. 

In addition, we note here for the record our comments at that meeting with respect to 44 C.F.R. 60.3 and specifically 60.3(d), which is 
the applicable federal requirement for NFIP-participant communities such as Medina County to abide by with respect to development
of structures within floodplains. This requirement is federal law, is not discretionary for NFIP-participant communities and cannot be 
preempted. MCEAA reiterates that the applicant's suggestion on this point-- to modify mitigation conditions to make obtaining a permit
from the floodplain administrator optional-- should be rejected.

Image Attachment(s)

l-Agency Consulting Parties 032807.pdf

file:///W|/Final%20EIS%20Document/17%20Appendix%20C/Individual%20Letters/EI-2862a.htm4/2/2007 1:57:10 PM

Page C-180



Page C-181



Page C-182



Page C-183



Page C-184



STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2871

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: David F. Barton Date Received: 04/05/2007
  Group: The Gardner Law Firm Date of Letter: 04/05/2007

Submitter's Comments
There has been an important and urgent development regarding the NHPA consultation for the applicant's proposed route that is 
described in the attached letter.

Image Attachment(s)

l-Agency Consulting Parties 040507.pdf

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/... EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2871a.htm4/19/2007 10:27:45 AM

STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2873

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: David H. Coburn Date Received: 04/10/2007
  Group: Steptoe & Johnson Date of Letter: 04/10/2007

Submitter's Comments
This letter will reply on behalf of Southwest Gulf Railroad (SGR) to the January 21, January 29 and February 22, 2007 comments 
submitted by the Medina County Environmental Action Association in response to the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement issued in this proceeding.

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/...l EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/EI-2873.htm4/17/2007 10:44:16 AM
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STB Incoming Correspondence Record

#EI-2878

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Matthew J. Windrow Date Received: 04/10/2007
  Group: Date of Letter: 04/10/2007

Submitter's Comments
See Attachment(s) below.

Image Attachment(s)

EI-2878.pdf Untitled.pdf

file:///P|/Southwest Gulf Railroad Company (SGR)/FINAL EIS/... EIS Document/17 Appendix C/Individual Letters/ei-2878A.htm4/19/2007 10:29:52 AM
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#EI-2924

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Dr. Bob Fitzgerald Date Received: 05/07/2007 
  Group: MCEAA Date of Letter: 05/06/2007 

Submitter's Comments
MCEAA Comments on Teleconference Meeting April 20, 2007. 
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#EI-2925

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Julianne Fletcher Date Received: 04/30/2007 
  Group: Preservation Texas Date of Letter: 04/17/2007 

Submitter's Comments
Comments from the March 26, 2007 Section 106 meeting and the April 5, 2007 Steptoe & Johnson letter. 

#EI-2926

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Anthony Weiblen Date Received: 04/30/2007 
  Group: Weiblen Farms Date of Letter: 04/29/2007 

Submitter's Comments
Weiblen Farms is eligible to apply for the Texas Family Land Heritage Program.  
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#EI-2927

Correspondence Information

  Docket #: FD 34284 0 
  Name of Sender: Alyne Fitzgerald Date Received: 04/27/2007 
  Group: Quihi & New Fountain Historical

Society  
Date of Letter: 04/25/2007 

Submitter's Comments
Comments from the April 20, 2007 teleconference call. 
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August 23,2007

#3/37

0"

Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

ATTN: Ms. Victoria Rutson

RE: STB Finance Docket No. 34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Medina County, TX

Dear Ms, Rutson:

I am writing this letter because I do not think it is right or justified that a railroad could be
built on my property or anyone else's property in Medina County. Why or Why not?

1 . Our family purchased this property in 1 960. We have lived at this location and
fanned this land for over 47 years. That is almost the 50 years that is required to
be a historical site.

2. The recent flooding, without the railway, was horrendous. Roads were covered
with water; creeks were on the rise. What if the railways would have been hi place
and routed the water into our homes and no telling where else?

3 . Why does a private company have the right to take our land for their profit?
Eminent domain should only involve public transportation not private business.

Please consider the damage a rail system would do to "Upper Quihi".

Request, if a rail system is necessary, run it along SH 471 and then Hwy 90 not through
the middle of farms and ranches.

Thank you for taking your tune to read and consider my request. Your reply to my questions
would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Madelyn Schott
19903BanderaRd
Helotes, TX 78023
210 695-3429
210 240-6422
mashelotes@aol.com

Joan Seekatz
139 CR 2610
Mico, Texas 78056

August 23,2007

Ms. Rini Ghosh
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N. W.
Washington, DC 20423-001

Dear Ms. Rini and Board Members,

I do not want a quarry or a railway that would cross my family's farmland in upper
Quihi. Two creeks run through our property and would be impacted by a railway.

My mother has lived and owned the same home and farm for over fifty years. The home
is a Circa 1910 farmstead with a L-plan dwelling. A creek runs directly next to the home
and the home would be damaged by the flooding caused by the Vulcan railway.

My home is on the same family property but near the Quihi Creek. It would also be
flooded by the construction of a railway using the old Medina Dam route, referred to as
the MCEAA Medina Dam Alternative.

A railway across our property would change the farmland as we know it today. The train
would be hazardous to the members of my family driving farm equipment to the back
fields and to the cattle who graze on the farm.

I am opposed to Vulcan's new quarry in Medina County and to Vulcan's railway to
Dunlay.

Sincerely,

>2 \ —
oan Seekatz <£/

(Matt Saathoff Farm)
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202 CR 4SO, Hondo, TX 78861
www.dontme88Withquihi.com
Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald, President
Lester Landrum, Vica-President
Archie Gerties, Director
Randy Wood, Director
Alyne Fitzgerald, Communications

.«,»»830-741-5040
•<&» 830-426-2060

Jacque Conrad. Secretary
Mary Walpote, Treasurer

Ted Portenier, Director
Em? Balzen Membership

Ms. Diana Wood
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20423-0001 11 January 2008

Subject: STB Finance Docket #34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad Company-
Construction and Operation Exemption - Medina County, TX.

Dear Ms, Wood:

After reviewing David Coburn's Dec. 13, 2007, emailed letter to you, Medina County Environmental Action
Association (MCEAA) submits the following comments.

In his letter, Mr. Coburn, as he has repeatedly done in the past, states that MCEAA's concerns and comments
are unjustified and bogus. Just as he has done in the past, he offers no proof that the SGR rail-loop and other
quarry related features will not significantly affect floodways of the Polecat and Elm creeks. Instead, he places
the responsibility on the Medina County Flood Plan Administrator, Mr. Pat Brawner, whom Mr. Coburn states
would not permit, or allow, any railroad or railroad related structures to be built that would violate FEMA
regulations.

The truth of the matter is that the County Floodplain Administrator here, as in many if not most counties in
Texas, has no formal hydrological training or expertise. He is not an expert and cannot render an expert
opinion. Deference to him, in the form of delegation of further analysis, is equivalent to a mere conclusory
statement by STB that no impact will occur Were MCEAA to present expert opinion to the contrary on any new
discussion of flooding in the Final EIS that made such a delegation and/or conclusory statement, it would be
uncontradicted in the record. For this reason, as MCEAA has urged previously, a hard look, including a
quantitative look, must be taken at the bridges in this proposal at this time, not after the license is issued.

In addition, Mr. Brawner has repeatedly stated that he is forced to rely on FEMA guidelines; and the signatures
of licensed engineers report that Vulcan/Southwest Gulf Railroad (SGR) will not appreciably affect flooding
downstream of this rail-loop. Therefore, permitting of this rail-loop and its related fuel storage and maintenance
area, and their related infrastructures, will be accomplished on data submitted by Vulcan/SGR. Mr. Brawner
has also stated that FEMA, in its current state, does not have the resources to adequately review and/or
challenge this data. Therefore, MCEAA and the public are unfairly subjected to bear flooding risks with I980's
maps done by extrapolation not by actual measurements. MCEAA believes this is a perfect example of "the fox
guarding the henhouse", and it will have the foreseeable result of needless loss of life and property.
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Surface Transportation Board, Diana Wood, 1 1 Jan 08, page 2

The STB must not issue a permit for this railroad based on the biased, unproven data of the applicant. Best
Management Practices (BMP) and the "trust us" philosophy are not fail-proof.

Review of the latest map submitted with Mr. Cobum's Dec. 13, 2007 email shows that */* of the plant site and
all of the fuel storage and maintenance areas are islands surrounded by floodways in the path of 18,391 acres of
drainage. The entrance to the plant site by SGR has to cross over approximately 1 , 1 00 feet of this floodway on
a bridge whose design is yet to be disclosed. (See accompanying attachments.) The height of this bridge will
admittedly be at least 15 feet above this floodway at its highest point. MCE AA wants more details of this
construction.

As the evidence shows, it is clear that Vulcan/SGR selected the quarry site prior to a full analysis of this truly
unsuitable site. Now it is locked into trying to defend its flawed decisions. This letter points out once again
why MCEAA has steadfastly urged STB to reconsider its decision to require an EIS on the entire quarry,
considering it as a connected action to the railroad, rather than a cumulative impact. We again make this plea.
Only a thorough ETS on the quarry will disclose the true environmental impacts of these projects,

Sincerely,

*
Encl: Map: D. Coburn 13 Dec 07

Points of Concern
Dr. Robert Fitzgerald

cc: Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison President, MCEAA
284 Russell Senate Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator John Comyn
517 Hart Senate Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

US Representative Ciro Rodriguez
Congressional District 23
2458 Rayburn House Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

State Senator Carlos Uresti
P, O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 7871 1-2068

State Representative Tracy King
District 43
P. O. Box 291
Austin, TX 78768

State Representative David Liebowitz
District 117
P O. Box 291
Austin, TX 78768
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STB letter, Diana Wood, 11 Jan 08, page 3

FEMA Representative Glenn Beard
800 N. Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209

Pat Brawner
Medina County Environmental Health
Floodplain Administrator
709 Avenue Y
Hondo, TX 78861

County Judge Jim Barden
Medina County Courthouse, Room 101
Hondo, TX 78861

Ronnie Ulbrich
County Commissioner, Precinct 1
1100 16* St., Room 101
Hondo, TX 78861

Ms. Java Zyman-Penobshek
URS Corporation
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20423-001

Gardner Law Firm
745 E. Mulberry Ave., Suite 100
San Antonio, TX 78212
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January 11,2008

Atch MCE AA letter to STB
Diana Woods, SEA

Points of Particular Concern for STB and FEMA to consider:

Please reference map accompanied by David Coburn's Dec. 13, 2007 email.

A train derailment in the quarry site could result in a diesel spill over the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone (EARZ), This scenario is foreseeable in at least 3 areas of the rail
loop, designated asl,2, and 4 on the accompanying map. MCEAA notes that erosion of
the rail loop could occur during periods of heavy rainfall in the upland watersheds of the
Polecat and Elm Creeks, This erosion could result in train derailments at the 1, 2, and 4
designations, and could also result in alterations of the floodways, flooding of the plant
site and contamination of the EARZ with diesel fuel. For example, the man-made
permanent rock bcrm SGR proposes to construct at point I is not fail-proof. Vulcan's
stormwater runoff plan submitted to and approved by Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) offers no proof that the rail loop infrastructure can
withstand typical flooding conditions that are noted to occur in this area at frequent
intervals. MCEAA has brought this to TCEQ's attention during their comment period to
no avail, MCEAA's request to the TCEQ for a public meeting to discuss water pollution
abatement and stormwater runoff plans was ignored. For the foregoing reasons, MCEAA
urges more finite details concerning these points be obtained by STB and FEMA before a
permit is granted

Moreover, MCEAA urges the STB and FEMA to seek more information concerning the
construction of the rail line as it enters the plant site. SGR acknowledges that the rail line
will require a bridge at this location. See #4 on map. However, details of its construction
have not been given, i.e. its type, length, and height above the floodplain. Will there be
connecting berms placed in the floodplain? If so, what is their length? How will they be
constructed and maintained? What will be the flooding effect by the placement of bridges
and berms in the floodplain?

Lastly MCEAA questions the possible altering of the floodway with increased flooding
potentials by the placement of the road connecting the plant site with the fuel storage and
maintenance area. See point number 3. The length of this road has not been disclosed. It
is located entirely in the floodway directly in the path of the drainage of 18,391 acres of
watershed. If this road is going to be constructed at-grade, as information obtained from
the Medina County floodplain administrator says it will be, MCEAA asks how this road
wilt be constructed and maintained without increasing the flooding potential and altering
the floodway.
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