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SURFACE TRANSPORTATI ON BOARD
WASHI NGTON, DC 20423

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

AB- 57 (SUB- NO. 51)
The SOO LI NE RAI LROAD COVPANY -- ABANDONMENT -- | N Roberts
County, South Dakot a.

BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the Soo Line Railroad Conpany (Soo Line)
has filed an application seeking authority under 49 U. S.C. 10903
to abandon its railroad line | ocated between m | epost 208.8, near
Rosholt, SD and railroad m | epost 228.2, near Veblen, SD, a total
di stance of 19.4 mles, which traverses through United States
Postal Codes 57224, 57225, and 57260, in Roberts County, South
Dakot a. A map depicting the rail line in relationship to the
area served is appended to the report. If the application is
approved, the railroad will be able to salvage track, ties and
ot her railroad appurtenances, and to dispose of the right-of-way.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE LI NE

The proposed Soo Line to be abandoned extends through a
rural open farm and area in northeastern South Dakota. In
addition, the entire Soo Line proposed for abandonnment traverses
t he Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Reservation in South Dakot a.

In its application, Soo Line provided data that indicates
currently, there is one active shipper on the line, Cenex Harvest
States Elevator, located in Claire Cty, South Dakota. The Soo
Li ne operates service between Rosholt and Claire City on an as-
needed basis, and 33 trains nmade round trips during the base
year.!

!, According to Soo Line' s application, this train traffic was comprised of approximately 375 carloads of
mostly grain. On average, thistraffic if moved by truck would add approximately 6.75 trucks per day to area
highways. The impact of thistruck traffic is not expected to be significant. Soo Linewill continueits mainline
service into Rosholt, South Dakota. Soo Line claimsin its application that it can no longer justify operation or
maintenance of theline.



There are 3 bridges and approximately 130 cul verts on the
Soo Line proposed for abandonment. The 3 bridges on the right-
of -way are | ocated at mlepost 209.61, 212.69 and 234.48. Al 3
bridges on the right-of-way are |l ess than 50 years ol d.

ENVI RONVENTAL REVI EW

Soo Line submtted an environnental report that concl udes
the quality of the human environnment will not be affected
significantly as a result of the abandonment or any post-
abandonment activities, including salvage and disposition of the
right-of-way. Soo Line served the environnental and historical
report on a nunber of appropriate Federal, state, and | ocal
agencies as required by the Board's environnental rules at 49 CFR
1105.7(b). We have reviewed and investigated the record in this
proceedi ng. Also, we have consulted with appropriate agencies
and individuals to verify the railroad' s report and to obtain
addi tional information and comments regarding the potenti al
environmental and historic effects of the proposed abandonnent.

As in AB-57 (Sub- No. 48X)2? and AB-57 (Sub-No. 50X)3,
abandonnment proceedings related to this proceeding, the South
Dakota Hi storic Preservation Oficer (SHPO, considers the
abandonnent of the proposed rail |ine would have an adverse
effect on historic properties, and has identified the entire
railroad corridor as eligible for inclusion in the National
Regi ster of Historic Places, pursuant to the National Hi storic
Preservation Act, 36 CFR Part 800 Criterion A

In addition, because the entire right-of-way traverses the
Si sset on Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Reservation, pursuant to 36 CFR
800.2(c), it is necessary for the Soo Line to consult with
appropriate representatives of Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tri bal
Reservation, prior to any abandonnent and sal vage activity. The
purpose of this consultation will be to ascertain whether any
tribal resources nay be adversely affected and to determ ne
appropriate mtigation if necessary.

2 |nitsdecision served November 17, 1999, in STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 48X), milepost 208.8
to milepost 236.3, the Board denied the Soo Line’ s petition for exemption because the Soo Line failed to show
that its economic burden outweighed the harm that would befall shippers, the public and the surrounding
community, if the line were abandoned.

# Soo Line chose to bifurcate segments of the line and file them independently in STB Docket No. AB-
57 (Sub-No. 50X), milepost 228.2 to milepost 236.3, and in the current proceeding STB Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-
No. 51), milepost 208.8 to milepost 228.2. Inits decision served February 8, 2000, in STB Docket No. AB-57
(Sub-No. 50X), the Board granted the Soo Line abandonment authority.



Simlarly, the South Dakota Departnent of Environnent and
Nat ural Resources (DENR) has expressed concern regardi ng storm
and surface-water discharge due to salvage activity. DENR
requests that the Soo Line further consult with DENR to determ ne
if a permt for surface and stormwater discharge is required
prior to salvage activity, and to inplenent the Best Managenent
Practices for salvaging in areas with potential soil and erosion
pr obl ens.

Li kewi se, the National Ceodetic Survey (NGS) has inforned
SEA that eight (8) geodetic station nmarkers may be affected by
t he proposed abandonnment. NGS request that it receive not |ess
than 90 days’ notification in advance of any sal vage activities
that may affect the markers in order to plan for their
rel ocati on.

Therefore, SEA will recomrend appropriate mtigation
conditions as outlined bel ow

CONDI T1 ONS

SEA recommends the foll owm ng environnental conditions be
pl aced on any deci sion granting abandonnent authority:

1. The South Dakota Historic Preservation Oficer (SHPO
has identified the entire railroad corridor as eligible
for inclusion in the National Register of H storic
Pl aces. Therefore, SEA recomends, that a condition be
pl aced on any deci sion granting abandonnent authority,
requiring the Soo Line Railroad Conpany to take no
steps to alter the historic integrity of the railroad
corridor until conpletion of the Section 106 Process,
National Hi storic Preservation Act, 16 U S. C. 470f.

2. Because the entire right-of-way traverses the Sisseton
Wahpet on Sioux Tribal Reservation, pursuant to 36 CFR
800. 2(c), it is necessary for the Soo Line Railroad
Conmpany to consult wth appropriate representatives of
Si sset on Wahpeton Sioux Tribal Reservation, prior to
any abandonnent and sal vage activity. The purpose of
this consultation will be to ascertain whether any
tribal resources naybe adversely affected and to
determ ne appropriate mtigation if necessary.

3. The National Ceodetic Survey (NGS) has identified eight
(8) station markers that nay be affected by the
proposed abandonnent. The NGS has requested that it
receive not less than 90 days’ notification in advance
of any sal vage activities in order to plan for their



rel ocation. Therefore, we recommend, that the Soo Line
Rai | road Conpany consult with NGS at | east 90 days
prior to salvage activities in order to plan for their
rel ocation if appropriate.

4. The South Dakota, Departnment of Environnent and Natural
Resources (DENR), has expressed concern regardi ng storm
and surface-water discharge due to salvage activity.
Therefore, we recommend, that the Soo Line Railroad
Conmpany consult with DENR, to determne if a permt
for surface and stormwater discharge is required prior
to salvage activity and to inplenent the Best
Managenment Practices for salvaging in areas with
potential soil and erosion problens.

CONCLUSI ONS

Based on the information provided fromall sources to date,
and subject to the recomended condition(s), we conclude that, as
currently proposed, abandonnent of the rail line will not
significantly affect the quality of the human environnment.
Therefore, the environnmental inpact statenent process is
unnecessary.

Al ternatives to the proposed abandonnent woul d i ncl ude
denial (and therefore no change in operations), discontinuance of
servi ce wi thout abandonnent, and continued operation by another
operator. In any of these cases, the existing quality of the
human envi ronment and energy consunption should not be affected.

PUBLI C USE

Fol | owi ng abandonnment and sal vage of the rail |ine, the
right-of-way may be suitable for other public use. A request
containing the requisite four-part showing for inposition of a
public use condition (49 CFR 1152.28) nust be filed with the
Board and served on the railroad within the tine specified in the
Federal Register notice.

TRAI LS USE

A request for a certificate of interimtrail use (CITU) is
due to the Board, with a copy to the railroad, within 30 days of
filing of the application. Nevertheless, the Board will accept
|ate-filed requests as long as it retains jurisdiction to do so
in a particular case. This request nmust conply with the Board's



rules for use of rights-of-way as trails (49 CFR 1152. 29).

PUBLI C ASSI STANCE

The Board's O fice of Public Assistance (OPA) responds to
questions regarding interimtrail use, public use, and ot her
reuse alternatives. You may contact OPA directly at (202) 927-
6184, or mail inquiries to Surface Transportation Board, Ofice
of Public Assistance, Room 4412, Washi ngton, DC 20423.

COMVENTS

If you wish to file comrents regarding this environnenta
assessnent, you should send an original and two copies to Vernon
A Wlliams, Ofice of the Secretary, Room 711, Washi ngton, DC
20423, to the attention of Bernard L. Brown, who prepared this
envi ronnment al assessnment. Please refer to Docket No. AB-57 (Sub
No. 51) in all correspondence addressed to the Board. [If you
have questions regarding this environnmental assessnent, you
shoul d contact Bernard L. Brown at (202) 565-1554.

Dat e made available to the public: My 31, 2000.
Comment due date: July 5, 2000.

By the Board, Elaine K Kaiser, Chief, Section of
Envi ronnent al Anal ysi s.

Vernon A. WIIlians
Secretary

Attachnent (nap)
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