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230 N. 1% Avenue, #5009

Phoenix, Arizona 85003-2046

{602) 280-8801

FAX {602) 2580-8809

JAN 1 0 2008

John Cook AICP, Scnior Associate
135 Main Street, Suite 1600
San Francisco, California 94103

Dear Mr. Cook:

This response 1s in regard to your email dated December 11, 2007, requesting information regarding the
presence of prime and unique land status for the proposed [reight railroad o spur from an exisung
Arizona Eastern Railroad near Safford and Solomon in Graham County, Arizona.

We reviewed the information provided, including the NRCS-CPA-106, and completed our portion of the
form. It is enclosed with this response. The following is noted:

1- The project proposal contains 24.63 acres of land that meets the definition of prime farmland.
However, the sum of the assessment criteria in Part VI and the L.and Evaluation relative value
in Part V15 138. Sum values less than 160 are considered as land already committed to urban
uses. Therefore, the proposed new project, if implemented as planned, is exempt from the
requirements of the FPPA and no further mitigation activities are required. A summary
report of the soils for your detined corridor has been provided for your analysis and later use,
if need be. The report includes a discussion of the soil types and their relative agricultural
productivity.

2- We do not see any immediate concerns or impacts that would directly affect wetland areas
associated with agriculture,

We recommend that any future development projects receive a prime farmland determination prior to any
construction activities. Should you have questions, please feel free contact Steve Smarik, Environmental
Coordinator, at 602.280.8785 or at the address shown above.

Thank you again for the chance to review the proposed project.

Sincerely,

Z A

ERIC BANKS
Assistant State Conservationist (P-FA)

Enclosure

cgl
Jennifer Varin, DC, Safford, Arizona
Steve Smank, Environmental Coordinator, NRCS, Phoenix, AZ

The Natural Resources Conservation Service pravides leadership in a partnership effart 1o help peaple
conserve, maintain, and improve our naturai ~esources and anvironment.

An Equal Oppartunity Provider and Employer



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MRCS-CPA-106

latural Rasources Consqrvalion Servisa
FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PRQJECTS

Rev 1-B1)

PART | (To b letnd by Fadard! Agency) 3. Dgle of Land cvaluaton Reguas! I‘ e
f # comp. ¥ ardl Agency) Z,(x_(.ﬂ* B 1 ke Ve srmei1 gt 4
| Ngme of Progect ] . . 5. Federal Agency Invoived '
ARz i SRty a Rfir e 20 M SNl g A AN Co i S S0 AAL
2. Type of Projeci & Couniy and Stale -
f o g s e Load LA dt e D fﬂu_;[.ﬁt'nf’c.-vfx; TR i e A A L4 A Z e v e
PART il (Ta be comphoted by NRCS ! 1. Dale Reguest Received by NRCS | 2 Person Completing F
{ ? d / ,/1.;{/ 27 = Sorar K
3 Does the commidor contain prime. unique statewide or local Importan farmiand? P 4 Acces [mgated P‘T'“Q' Farm Sue
2 ; ves L wo [ 2 g2 -
(If no, the FPPA dons not apply - Da nat complele addiional parts of this form) . LIS gere S
5. Mayor Crop(s) 8. Farmable Land In Governmant Jurisdiction 7. Amount of Farmiand As Delined in FPBA
Lotop 4{/14:/184 LJZ_.!.;} Acres: 976, 22 % 3,3 Acres: g5/ jﬁ;ﬂ %
d MNama Of Land Evalualion Sysled Used 9 Name of Local Sita Assessmen Sysism 10. Date Lend Evaluaton Returned by NRCS
. Alternative Corridor For Sogment _ RO [ A 770
Pa Ui {To b d by Fi
RT Ul {To ba complsted by Fadaral Agency) Carridar A Corridar 8 Corridar C Corridor D
A Tolal Acres To Be Convened Oirectly S 2 [ % 1>
B Total Acres To He Canvaried indirectly. Or To Rucewe Sanaces dad {0 A o
C Tolal Acres In Corndor g Licen] 0 0 0
PART IV (To be compiated by NRCS} Land Evajuation intormation
A Tota) Acres Prime And Unique Farmiand 52
B Tolal Acros Stalewde And Local Imporlan! Farmilsnd .
C Pearcentage Of Farmiand in County Or Local Gavl. Unit To 8e Converted - B )
0 Percentage Of Farmiand n Govt Junisdiclion With Same Or Higner Relative Value T e,
PART V (To be complsted by NACS) Land Evaluation imformabon Criterion Relative
value of Farmiand to Be Ssrviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points) £5
PART VI (To be complated by Federal Agancy) Corndor Maximum
Asgessment Crileria (Thesa critaris are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c)) | Points
Y Arga i Nonurban Use 15 /e
2 Penmeter in Nonurban Use 19 /0
3} Perceni O Corridor Being Farmed 20 Koy
4 Proleclion Provided By Stale And Loza’ Government 20 [4]
5. Size of Present Farm Unil Compared To Average 10 £ oot
G Creation Of Nonfarmabie Farmlang 5 L
7 Availablity Of Fasrm Supoit Sarvices S =
A On-Famm Invesimants 20 L]
9. Effects Of Convarsion On Farm Support Services 25 s
10. Compalindily With Exisling Agricultural Use 10 ¢
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT PCINTS 160 05 0 0 0
PART VIl {To be compieted by Fedaral Agoncy)
Relative Value Of Farmiand (From Pan V) 100 3
Total Cormdor Assessment (From Parl V1 above or a local site {
assessment) 80 5"5" 0 0 Y
TOTAL POINTS (Tolal of above 2 iings) 260 /3 & 0 0 0
' Comdor Selecled ¢ Total Acres of Farmlandy tobe | 3 Dale Of Selection: i Was A Lazal Side Assessmeni Usua?
Caonverted by Project .y ,
Fo i—rv.‘ary Lo J
pal 2467 s 3 w0 (7
5. Reason For Selgcton
) i .
£ b ool 12 fifpe .
“Sigature of Farson Compleling this Part |DA’!E 3

NOTE: Complete a form for each seqgment with more than one Allernale Comidor




	Appendix D cover
	NRCS response 011008.pdf

