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SURFACE TRANSPORTATI ON BOARD
WASHI NGTON, DC 20423

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

AB- 55 ( SUB- NO. 579X)

The CSX Transportation, Inc. — ABANDONMENT EXEMPTI ON —I n Par ke
and Verm I lion Counties, Indiana.

BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) has
filed a notice of exenption under 49 CFR 1152.50 seeking
exenption fromthe requirenents of 49 U S. C. 10903 in connection
wi th the abandonnment of service of 1.17 mles of railroad |line
between railroad m | epost BD 191.41 at Montezuma in Parke County,
and railroad mlepost BD 192.58, at Hillsdale in Vermllion
County I ndiana, which traverses through United States Postal Code
47862 and 47854. A map depicting the rail line in relationship
to the area served is appended to the report. |If the exenption
beconmes effective, the railroad will be able to sal vage track,
ties and other railroad appurtenances, and to di spose of the
right - of - way.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE LI NE

The proposed right-of-way to be abandoned transverses within
the communities of Hillsdale and Montezuma, |ndiana. There has
been no originating or termnating freight service on the
proposed right-of-way within the past two years. In addition,
inits application, CSXT states that there are no bridges or
structures within the proposed project area that are 50 years old
or ol der.

ENVI RONVENTAL REVI EW

CSXT has submitted an environnental report that concl udes
the quality of the human environnent will not be affected
significantly as a result of the abandonment or any post-
abandonnment activities, including salvage and disposition of the
right-of-way. CSXT has served the environnental report on a



nunber of appropriate Federal, state, and | ocal agencies as
required by the Board' s environnental rules at 49 CFR 1105.7(b).
We have investigated the record in this proceeding. Also, we
have consulted with appropriate agencies and individuals to
verify the railroad' s report and to obtain additional information
and comrents regarding the potential environnmental effects of the
proposed abandonnent. Contacts have included Town of Montezuma
Pl anni ng Board, Parke County Pl anning Comm ssion, Verm|llion
County Area Pl anni ng Comm ssion, |ndiana Departnent of

Envi ronnent al Managenent, U.S. Depart of Interior, US. Arny
Corps of Engineers, Natural Resource Conservation Service, U S.
Environnental Protection Agency, State Hi storic Preservation

O ficer and the State Budget Agency.

CONDI T1 ON

We recomend that the follow ng conditions be inposed on any
deci sion granting abandonnent authority:

1. The U S. Fish and Wldlife Service (US FW5), has
determ ned that the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), bald
eagl e (Haliaeetua | eucocephalus), and the fat
pocket book pearly mussel (Potamlis capax), my be
present within the proposed project area. To avoid any
adverse inpacts to these federally endangered speci es,
the US FWS recomends, that sal vage and abandonnent
activities should be avoided during the period of April
15 thru Septenber 15. Theref ore, SEA recommends, that
conducti ng sal vage and abandonnent activities wthin,

t he proposed project area, between the periods of Apri
15 thru Septenber 15, should be avoided to prevent the
possibility of incidental take of the Indiana bat
(Myotis sodalis), bald eagle (Haliaeetua

| eucocephal us), and the fat pocketbook pearly nussel
(Potam | is capax).

2. The US FWS has rai sed concerns about abandonnent and
sal vage activity occurring within the proposed project
area, because the route of abandonnent crosses the
Wabash River and Leat herwood Creek. The US FW5 contend
t hat in-channel work should be avoided during the fish
spawni ng season (April 1 - June 30), and that Best
Managenent Practices should be used to avoid or
m nimze runoff of sedinment or toxic substances into
the waterways. Therefore, SEA reconmmends, that (1) CSX
Transportation, Inc., avoid in-channel work occurring
within the fish-spawning season (April 1 - June 30),
and (2) CSX Transportation, Inc., coordinate with US
FW5 to inpl enment Best Managenment Practices to avoid or



mnimze runoff of sedinent or toxic substances into
t he wat er ways.

3. The US FWE has identified three (3) forested wetl ands
adj acent to the proposed abandonnent right-of-way. The
US FWS request, that CSX Transportation Inc.,
abandonnment and sal vage activities should avoid al
wet | and i npacts including drainage, filling, tree
cl earing, and disposal of debris, occurring within the
proposed project area. Therefore, SEA recomrends, that
CSX Transportation Inc., further consult with the US
FW5 to devise a plan where abandonnent and sal vage
activities wll avoid all wetland inpacts including
drai nage, filling, tree clearing, and di sposal of
debris, occurring within the proposed project area.

4. The Indiana State Hi storic Preservation Oficer has
I dentified the Wabash River Bridge and the CH&D Depot
as potentially eligible for inclusion in the National
Regi ster of Historic Places. Therefore, SEA
recommends, that a condition be placed on any deci sion
granti ng abandonnent authority requiring CSX
Transportation Inc., to retainits interest in and
take no steps to alter the historic integrity of the
Wabash River Bridge and the CH&D Depot until conpletion
of the 106 Process, National Historic Preservation Act,
16 U.S.C. 470f.

5. The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers (the Corps) has not
conpleted their review of the proposed abandonnent.
Therefore, SEA reconmmends, that CSX Transportati on,
Inc. further consult with the Corps prior to sal vage
of the right-of-way, to determne if the proposed
project is consistent with applicable Federal, State
and |l ocal water quality standards, and if permts are
requi red under Section 404 of the C ean Water Act.

CONCLUSI ONS

Based on the information provided fromall sources to date,
and subject to the recomended condition(s), we conclude that, as
currently proposed, abandonnent of the line will not
significantly affect the quality of the human environnment.
Therefore, the environnental inpact statenent process is
unnecessary.

Al ternatives to the proposed abandonnment woul d i ncl ude
denial (and therefore no change in operations), discontinuance of



servi ce w thout abandonnent, and continued operation by another
operator. In any of these cases, the existing quality of the
human envi ronment and energy consunption should not be affected.

PUBLI C USE
Fol | owi ng abandonment and sal vage of the rail |ine, the
right-of-way may be suitable for other public use. A request

containing the requisite four-part showing for inposition of a
public use condition (49 CFR 1152.28) nust be filed with the
Board and served on the railroad within the tine specified in the
Federal Register notice.

TRAI LS USE

A request for a notice of interimtrail use (NITU) is due to
the Board, with a copy to the railroad, within 10 days of
publication of the notice of the petition for exenption in the
Federal Register. Nevertheless, the Board will accept late-filed
requests as long as it retains jurisdiction to do so in a
particul ar case. This request nust conply with the Board's rul es
for use of rights-of-way as trails (49 CFR 1152. 29).

PUBLI C ASSI STANCE

The Board's O fice of Public Services (OPS) responds to
guestions regarding interimtrail use, public use, and other
reuse alternatives. You may contact OPS directly at (202) 565-
1592, or mail inquiries to Surface Transportation Board, Ofice
of Public Services, Room 848, Washi ngton, DC 20423.

COVMENTS

If you wish to file comrents regarding this environnenta
assessnment, you should send an original and two copies to Vernon
A Wllianms, Ofice of the Secretary, Room 711, Washi ngton, DC
20423, to the attention of Bernard L. Brown, who prepared this
envi ronnent al assessnent. Please refer to Docket No. AB-55 (Sub
No. 579X) in all correspondence addressed to the Board. |If you
have questions regarding this environnmental assessnent, you
shoul d contact Bernard L. Brown at (202) 565-1554.

Dat e made available to the public: June 2, 2000.
Comrent due date: June 22, 2000.



By the Board, Elaine K Kaiser, Chief, Section of
Envi ronnent al Anal ysi s.

Vernon A. WIliams
Secretary
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