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ST. TAMMANY PARISH
PATRICIA P. BRISTER
PARISH PRESIDENT

August 31, 2017

VIA E-MAIL nhmorris@crt.la.gov

Nicole Hobson-Morris
Executive Director
Division of Historic Preservation

Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
Oftice of Cultural Development

P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, La 70804

Re:  Tammany Trace
Partial Revocation of Railbanking
US 190 (Collins Blvd) Widening
H.004987

Dear Ms. Hobson-Morris:

With regards to Louisiana DOTD’s project H.004987 to widen US 190 across the Bogue
Falaya River, it was necessary for St. Tammany Parish to obtain a partial revocation of a Notice
of Interim Trail Use (“Railbanking Order”} covering a portion of the Tammany Trace within the
DOTD project area. This revocation is necessary to allow DOTD to construct entrance and exit
lanes from the new bridge structures onto Boston Street. As part of the granting of a partial
revocation of Railbanking, the Surface Transportation Board authorized the former rail carrier,
Nlinois Central, to abandon rail service on the affected segment, subject to a condition that requires
an NHPA Section 106 review from the Division of Historic Preservation.

This partial revocation of Railbanking concerns an area of the Tammany Trace
approximately 2.39 miles long commencing at mile marker 65 in Claiborne Hill (approximately at
the intersection of Jenkins Avenue with the Tammany Trace) and ending at mile marker 67.39 in
Covington (approximately at the southern terminus of De Porres Road). This will permanently
remove the possibility for the return of rail service within the DOTD project area, which will allow
DOTD to construct entrance/exit ramps to new bridge structures without consideration of railway
clearance heights. This partial revocation does not eliminate the Tammany Trace, which will
continue unaltered and/or be accommodated in the DOTD project area. The DOTD project
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involves no construction on or near the Tammany Trace, other than the new bridge structures
described above.

Your office has previously issued findings of no known historic properties being affected
by the DOTD project H.004987. Please see the three enclosed findings by Pam Breaux, State
Historic Preservation Officer, dated 9/19/11, 1/27/15 and 3/20/15 for reference. However, the
enclosed August 11, 2017 Decision of the Surface Transportation Board (partially vacating the
Railbanking Order and authorizing Illinois Central to abandon service) preserves the Section 106
condition. Illinois Central has advised the Parish that we need confirmation from the State Historic
Preservation Office that abandonment of rail service on the 2.39 mile segment will not adversely
affect any historic properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register.

An original Section 106 review for historic preservation conditions was performed when
Illinois Central and the Parish proposed in 1991 to railbank the 29.14 mile line that became the
Tammany Trace. Therein, the only historic preservation condition identified by the Division of
Historic Preservation was “Bridge NA 44.8” spanning Bayou Lacombe for its eligibility for listing
the National Register of Historic Places. Also known as the Bayou Lacombe Train Trestle Bridge,
this bridge is located multiple miles east of the current project area and will not be affected by the
new bridge constructions in Covington.

Enclosed please find a map depicting the entirety of the 1992 Railbanking, along with an
indication of the area approved for abandonment by the STB.

It is requested that your Division review the information and provide concurrence that no
historic or cultural properties will be affected by abandonment of this 2.39 mile segment. It is our
intention to forward your Divisions’s concurrence to both the Surface Transportation Board and
Canadian National as successor to Illinois Central to fully consummate the abandonment.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Reghrgs,

Jofieph L. Alphonse

/JLA
Enclosures
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Baton Rouge, Loulslana 70806
{225) 612-3000 Fax (225} 612-31%
Verdi Adam, P.E., Presdent QYA

Bob Boagnl, Chief Operating Officer LALISER

March 18, 2015

Rache! Walson

Division of Archaaology

QOffice of Culture, Recrealion, and Tourism
P.O. Box 44747, Capital Station

Balon Rouge, La 70804

Ms, Watson,
RE: US 190 / Collins Boulevard Widening

Please see the altached plans, project description, and maps for the proposed US 180 / Collins Boulsvard
Widening Projecl.

This project was originally cleared by your office on January 27, 2015. However, additional right of way may be
needed around the lumarounds of the project. Any possibie additional right of way will ba within 25 feet of the
existing right of way already reviewed. A map depicling the areas with the additional right of way and the original
clearance retumed 1o us by your office have also been atiached.

A preliminary review of lhe GIS mamlained by your office show no cullural resources within the additional 25 feel
of Right of Way, so no adverse effacl is anticipaled,

Please do not hesilale to conlact me al (225)612-4185 or cperez@gecinc.com with any further queslion or
information required.

Sincerely,
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December 19, 2014

STATE PROJECT NO.: H.004987

F.A.P.NO.: H004987

US 190/ COLLINS BOULEVARD WIDENING
ST. TAMMANY PARISH

RE: Solicitation of Views

JEFEERSOH ® ORLEANS ® PLAQUEMINES ® ST. BERNARD ® ST. TAMMANY ® TANO{PAHOA

[n the planning stages of a transportation facility, views from fedeml, state, and loca)
agencics, orgnnizations, and individuals are solicited. The special expertise of these
gtroups can assist the Regional Planning Commission (RPC), the Louisiana Depariment
of Transporiation (DOTD) aml the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with the
early identification of possible adverse economig, social, or enviconmental effects or
concems. Your assistance in this regard will be appreciated.

A preliminary project description and a location map are attached.

It is requested that you review the attached inforrnation and furnish us with your views
and comments by January 23, 2015, Replies shouid be addressed to:

G.E.C.,, Inc,

Altn: Jeff Robinson, P.E.
8282 Goodwood Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Mr. Robinson can alsa be contacted via cmail at jrobins{@yeecine com or fax at (225)

612-4270.

Please include “State Project No. H.004987" in your reply.

N? knowa bistoric properties wil be affected by
thisundertuking. This effecr determination could

change should new informauon come 10 vur
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Pam Breany . e
Stae hsteric Preservation Officer
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State Project No. 700-52-0200
*U.S. Highway 190 (Collins Blvd.)” Widening - Environmental Assessment
US 190 Bridge over LA Hwy. 21 and Bogue Falaya Riyer

{US 1908 to LA 25)
St. Temmany Parish, LA
Environmental Assessmient
Ms, Fam Breaux "
State Historic Preservation Officer : T T T T
Departmerit of Culture, Recreation and Tourlsm R e s dermafublion cing
Office of Cultural Development ch::?::o,":muld new tnfopmatian cedic 1o ous
£.0. Box 44247, Capitot Station ™ ‘

A }
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 th Creaui. o /nq, y
RE: No Historlc Properties Affectid 'lSTul:l:}:-ﬁ::fr!L Breserintioh Olficer e
Ms, Breaux;

The Reglonal Pianning Commission (RPC} apd the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development

dra sponsoring an; Environptental Assessmeént that will examina altematives for widening. “US Hwy,
190 (Coillins Bivd. )" fromy US 1908/ W. Front Street to LA 25/N. Colilns Bivd. This project will include a bridge
crossing the Bogue Fajaya River; in addition to the road widening project from three lanes {one lane on each
direction and & continuous tirning lane) to folr Tanes with a ralsed medlan; and providing some modification to
lnclwe'iieisntersedwons: as well- as some eshancements of the roadway. Total length of the project Is to be abaut
2,29 miles.

Staff from GEC Krebs-LaSalle searched the Loulsiana Divistons of Historic Preservation and Archaeology GIS-
databasas to identify existing archaeclogical sites, standing structures and districts listed or deemed eligiblé for
Incluslon on the Natlonal RegisteY of Historic Places (NRHP) within or adjacent to the profect area. No historke
propesties, archaeological sites, ordistricts were Identifled adjacent to the project area. Howeveér, the'US 190
bridge over the Bogue Falaya, (Structure #62520593001701) constructed in 1958, Is potentially a Historic bridge.

The project area Is along the *US Hwy. 190 (Collins Blvd.)" corridor northeast of Covington, The project study
area extends from approximately US 190B/West Front Street on the southern terminus whera It will tie-In to an
existing four lane divided highway and will extend north to the ndrthern terminus where it will tiadin to an
existing four lane divided highway LA 25/N./Coliins Blvd, This stretch of raadway 15 an important link for
motorists travelling to ahd from the 1-12 Corfidor and Causeway to Covington. Thers are primarily commerdial
land uses along elther side of the.roadway, with resideritial subgivisions nearby. All improvements will be within
the existing LAROTD Right-of-Way,

The bridge Is-cuiently over capadity, and is In need of replacement. It is structurally sound, but Is not
constructed to current standards, ;

Celebrating 25™ Annilversary

Enginesring » Economiss » Encry + Environmantal » GIS « Planning » Transportzlion = Survéying
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
DECISION AND NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE OR ABANDONMENT
Docket No. AB 43 (Sub-No. 154X)

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION—
IN ST. TAMMANY PARISH, LA.

Decided: August 10, 2017

By decision served on July 2, 1992, the Board’s predecessor, the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC), under 49 U.S.C.§ 10502, exempted from the prior approval requirements of
49 U.8.C. § 10903, the abandonment by Illinois Central Railroad Company (IC) of a 29.14-mile
rail line between milepost 38.25 near Colt and milepost 67.39 near Covington in St. Tammany
Parish, La. (the Line).! The exemption became effective on August 3, 1992,

By decision and notice of interim trail use or abandonment (NITU) served on October 27,
1992, the proceeding was reopened and a 180-day period was authorized for STPG to negotiate
with IC for acquisition of the 29.14-mile line for use as a trail under the National Trails System
Act, 16 US.C. § 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29. On December 30, 1992, IC and the STPG
executed a contract for sale and railbanking agreement in which IC conveyed all of its interest in
the Line to St. Tammany Parish. STPG created a recreational trail on the corridor, now known
as the Tammany Trace.

In a petition filed on July 13, 2017, STPG states that the State of Louisiana, Department
of Transportation and Development (DOTD) has contacted STPG regarding construction of new
bridge spans for U.S. Highway 190 crossing the Bogue Falaya River and over the Line. The new
bridge spans would include various entrance and exit ramps not currently existing on Boston
Street/Business Highway 190 and State Highway 21. According to STPG, the=sew bridge spans
and road improvements are needed to alleviate severe traffic congestion along all roadways in
the area, but the necessary approach and departure angles of the entrance and exit ramps will
interfere with required railroad height clearances.

In the petition, STPG states that it supports DOTD’s proposed construction of the new
bridge and road improvements and requests that the Board modify and partially vacate that

! The agency’s authorization was subject to employee protective conditions; a historic
preservation condition under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C.
§ 30618 (a barrier to consummation); a condition requiring St. Tammany Parish Policy Jury
(now known as the St. Tammany Parish Government) (STPG) to consult with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service concerning the removal of pine trees; and a 180-day public use condition. The
public use condition has expired. The other conditions remain in effect.





Docket No. AB 43 (Sub-No. 154X)

portion of the NITU between milepost 65 near Claiborne Hill and milepost 67 39 in Covington,
and issue a replacement NITU to apply only to the portion of the Line between milepost 38.25
and milepost 65. Once the NITU is vacated and 1C consummates the abandonment, DOTD will
be able to construct the entrance and exit ramps to the new bridge spans. STPG states that when
the Line was active it was stub-ended at Covington. The east end of the Linz intersects with the
Norfolk Southern’s New Orleans and Northeast District line near North Slidell, La. STPG states
that the Tammany Trace trail will be rerouted in the proposed project area to accommodate

continued, uninterrupted use. In a response filed on July 18, 2017, IC states that it has no
objection to STPG’s request.

STPG has complied with the requirements of 49 C. F.R. § 1152.29(d)(2) regarding a
request to modify a NITU for a portion of the right-of-way. Therefore, this proceeding will be
reopened and a replacement NITU will be issued for the portion of the line between milepost
38.25 and milepost 65. IC may fully abandon the remaining portion of the line between milepost
65 and milepost 67.39, subject to any outstanding conditions.

It is ordered:

I. This proceeding is reopened.

I

. The NITU served in this proceeding on October 27, 1992, is vacated.

3. A replacement NITU applicable to STPG for that portion of the line between milepost
38.25 and milepost 65 is issued.

4. Interim trail use/rail banking is subject to the future restoration of rail service and to
the sponsor’s continuing to meet the financial obligation for the right of way.

5. If the trail sponsor intends to terminate trail use, it must send the Bourd a copy of this
deciston and notice and request that it be vacated on a specified dalec.

T ——

6. STPG may fully abandon the remaining portion of the line between milepost 65 and
67.39, subject to any outstanding conditions, including the section 106 condition.

7. This decision and notice is effective on its date of service.

By the Board, Rachel D. Campbell, Director, Office of Proceedings.
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ST. TAMMANY PARISH
PATRICIA P. BRISTER
PARISH PRESIDENT

August 31, 2017

VIA E-MAIL nhmorris@crt.la.gov

. . No known historic properties will be affected by this undertaking.
Nicole Hobson-Morris Therefore, our office has no objection to the implementation of this
Executive Director project. This effect determination could change should new information

o o0 . . . come to our attention.
Division of Historic Preservation

Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism 7;4/ PN e

Oftice of Cultural Development

P.O. Box 44247 Kristin P. Sanders

Baton Rouge La 70804 Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
2

Date  [9/08/2017 ]

Re:  Tammany Trace
Partial Revocation of Railbanking
US 190 (Collins Blvd) Widening
H.004987

Dear Ms. Hobson-Morris:

With regards to Louisiana DOTD’s project H.004987 to widen US 190 across the Bogue
Falaya River, it was necessary for St. Tammany Parish to obtain a partial revocation of a Notice
of Interim Trail Use (“Railbanking Order”} covering a portion of the Tammany Trace within the
DOTD project area. This revocation is necessary to allow DOTD to construct entrance and exit
lanes from the new bridge structures onto Boston Street. As part of the granting of a partial
revocation of Railbanking, the Surface Transportation Board authorized the former rail carrier,
Nlinois Central, to abandon rail service on the affected segment, subject to a condition that requires
an NHPA Section 106 review from the Division of Historic Preservation.

This partial revocation of Railbanking concerns an area of the Tammany Trace
approximately 2.39 miles long commencing at mile marker 65 in Claiborne Hill (approximately at
the intersection of Jenkins Avenue with the Tammany Trace) and ending at mile marker 67.39 in
Covington (approximately at the southern terminus of De Porres Road). This will permanently
remove the possibility for the return of rail service within the DOTD project area, which will allow
DOTD to construct entrance/exit ramps to new bridge structures without consideration of railway
clearance heights. This partial revocation does not eliminate the Tammany Trace, which will
continue unaltered and/or be accommodated in the DOTD project area. The DOTD project

JOSEPH L. ALPHONSE, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL | LEGAL DEPARTMENT
P.O. BOX 618 | COVINGTON, LOUISIANA | 70434 | JALPHONSE@STPGOV.ORG | 985-898-3427
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involves no construction on or near the Tammany Trace, other than the new bridge structures
described above.

Your office has previously issued findings of no known historic properties being affected
by the DOTD project H.004987. Please see the three enclosed findings by Pam Breaux, State
Historic Preservation Officer, dated 9/19/11, 1/27/15 and 3/20/15 for reference. However, the
enclosed August 11, 2017 Decision of the Surface Transportation Board (partially vacating the
Railbanking Order and authorizing Illinois Central to abandon service) preserves the Section 106
condition. Illinois Central has advised the Parish that we need confirmation from the State Historic
Preservation Office that abandonment of rail service on the 2.39 mile segment will not adversely
affect any historic properties listed or eligible for listing on the National Register.

An original Section 106 review for historic preservation conditions was performed when
Illinois Central and the Parish proposed in 1991 to railbank the 29.14 mile line that became the
Tammany Trace. Therein, the only historic preservation condition identified by the Division of
Historic Preservation was “Bridge NA 44.8” spanning Bayou Lacombe for its eligibility for listing
the National Register of Historic Places. Also known as the Bayou Lacombe Train Trestle Bridge,
this bridge is located multiple miles east of the current project area and will not be affected by the
new bridge constructions in Covington.

Enclosed please find a map depicting the entirety of the 1992 Railbanking, along with an
indication of the area approved for abandonment by the STB.

It is requested that your Division review the information and provide concurrence that no
historic or cultural properties will be affected by abandonment of this 2.39 mile segment. It is our
intention to forward your Divisions’s concurrence to both the Surface Transportation Board and
Canadian National as successor to Illinois Central to fully consummate the abandonment.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Reghrgs,

Jofieph L. Alphonse

/JLA
Enclosures

JOSEPH L. ALPHONSE, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL | LEGAL DEPARTMENT
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WWW.STPGOV ORG



	ER Routing Slip
	ER Routing Slip
	Date Received


	SHPO Approval - Tammany Trace Partial Revocation of Railbanking H.004987 US 190 (Collins Blvd) Widening
	Tammany Trace Partial Revocation of Railbanking H.004987 US 190 (Collins Blvd) Widening



