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Carrie Stegvik
118 Dundee Avenue

Barrington, IL  60010

stegvik@sbcglobal.net
February 8, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket No.  35087

Dear Phillis:

It was nice to meet you on the day of the STB scoping meeting in Barrington.  Thank you so much for being present to hear what the community had to say about the sale of the EJ&E to the Canadian National Railroad.

As you know, the plans that CN has for the EJ&E will greatly affect the lives of thousands in towns along the EJ&E line.  Of all of those towns, Barrington will probably be the most affected.   I know that you’ve heard from many of my neighbors listing all the ways that Barrington would be harmed if the freight traffic on the EJ&E went from 5 trains to 20 trains per day.  Now I’d like to let you know how it would harm my family.
Our house lies on the Northwest corner of Dundee Avenue and Station Street, about 600 feet east of the EJ&E. When we bought our house 12 years ago, we were concerned enough to call the EJ&E offices to ask about the amount of trains that went by.  They said that they ran 5-7 trains per day, mostly at night.  We asked if they ever planned on increasing that amount and they replied that if they wanted to drastically increase the amount of trains, they would have to spend millions of dollars in updating grade crossings throughout the area.  Since they didn’t have the budget or inclination to do that, they would not be increasing their traffic.   We were still concerned about what would happen if there was ever a hazardous chemical spill from a train derailment, but decided that the chances would be slim since there were so few trains on the line.  In the end, we bought the house and have been very happy with the light freight traffic.  However, if CN is allowed to run 20+ trains per day on that line, our lives will be very different. 

We are still occasionally awakened during the night by the shaking that the current freight trains cause.  We can’t keep any decorative items on top of our armoire because the shaking of our house causes them to “walk” off of the top and fall to the floor.  Our headboard will sometimes bump the wall from the shaking.  Sometimes trains will blow their horns at 3:00 a.m.  If the traffic increases, we won’t be able to get a decent night’s sleep.
We’re lucky to have a 4th grader and a 1st grader who are able to walk to Hough Street Elementary School, which is a block to the East of us.  We love that our kids can walk to school and will be able to walk the two blocks to Barrington High School, especially since the traffic on Dundee Avenue is such a nightmare during the morning rush hour.  Students and buses driving to the high school are backed up on Dundee Avenue from Lake Cook Road (one block to our North) all the way down to Otis Road.  Lucky us, right?  Well, not if CN has their way.   Since the high school sits on the West side of the tracks, our children may have to wait for quite a while at the rail crossing in all sorts of weather for a really long freight train to pass.  I should say that I hope that they wait and not try to beat the train by crossing when the gates are down, as I’m sure many students on foot and in their cars are bound to do.   During your field study, please take time to sit by the railroad crossing by the high school during arrival and dismissal times.  You’ll be stunned at the amount of students driving and on foot.   The safety of our kids and all of the other students will be in jeopardy if the CN deal is approved.   
Traffic in Barrington is our #1 problem.   Right now the major arteries through town are just jammed.  Barrington also has the Union Pacific railroad running through the center of town.  The Metra commuter line runs on the UP and comes through Barrington hourly from 5:00 a.m. through midnight, and even more often during the rush hours.   When a Metra train comes through town, everything stops, especially since the UP crosses both Lake Cook Road and Route 59 1 block away from each other.  I’m curious to know when CN is planning on running their trains since the EJ&E crosses the UP tracks in town, and we all know that the Metra commuter traffic take precedence over freight  traffic.   If the Metra comes through town every hour, does this mean the CN will be running their trains during the 55 minutes between commuter trains?  If so, I can’t imagine trying to drive through town.  Each hour, we’ll be waiting for 10 minutes or longer per train!  A trip that would normally take me 10 minutes from one end of town to the other will take me 30 minutes or more.  Not only will my family be affected by this, but so will the thousands of people who commute though Barrington each day.    If CN decides to run most of its freight trains at night, my family won’t be able to sleep!
I’ll be sad to see some of the great businesses in town shut down, which most will have to do.  Many people who frequent our shops and restaurants don’t even live in town.  They commute through and stop because this restaurant or that store is on the way home.  If CN has their way, traffic will become unbearable and those commuters will do all that they can to avoid Barrington altogether.  Those who live in the Barrington areas outside of town (such as Lake Barrington, Barrington Hills, South Barrington) won’t stop to shop here either, and this is their home town!  They’ll go to Lake Zurich, Algonquin, or Hoffman Estates.  The residents who can walk to town (like us) won’t be able to sustain an entire village full of businesses, so Barrington will become a ghost town very quickly.    That’s pathetic, considering that this town is over 100 years old and boasts one of the largest Historic districts in the state.  

Right now, if there is an emergency, the police, fire department or ambulance can be at my house within 3-5 minutes.  Heaven help my family if the CN deal is approved.  The Barrington Public Safety building lies just east of the EJ&E on Route 14.  If there is an emergency, the quickest way for police or fire vehicles to get to my house is to head West on Route 14, go 
over the EJ& E tracks, turn South on Route 59 and turn West on Lake Cook Road.  This would be impossible if there is a freight train on the EJ&E.  The vehicles could head East on Route 14 and turn West on Lake Cook Road, unless there is a Metra train or freight train in the Union Pacific line.  If that is the case and we have a fire, our house will now be ashes.  If there is an intruder in our home, we could all be killed.    Good Shepard Hospital is the closest hospital and is 7 minutes away.  It is also the closest major Cardiac center in the area.   Too bad for us that it lies northwest of the EJ&E tracks.  One freight train and my family cannot get there at all.  We’ll have to detour to Alexian Brothers Hospital in Hoffman Estates (up to 15 minutes away) or to Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington Heights (over 20 minutes away).    If our medical emergency is a matter of life and death, where one minute can make the difference between paralysis, brain damage or worse, our chances of making a full recovery become very slim indeed.   
IF CN has their way, and we have 20+ freight trains rumbling through town, the likelihood of a hazardous chemical spill resulting from a train derailment goes up dramatically.   Most of the homes in the village, not to mention 3 schools, reside within a quarter mile of the EJ&E tracks.  Considering that emergency vehicles would not be able to reach half of town if a derailed train blocks most of our crossings, we’d have a huge disaster on our hands.  This might seem dramatic until you look at how terrible CN’s safety record is.  Just ask the Canadians about what awful railroad partners CN is and you’ll see why we do not want these people here!  

My story is just one of hundreds of similar stories in Barrington.  A recent article in the Chicago Tribune contains a quote from a CN official that Barrington residents are just being “selfish” because we are trying to stand in the way of CN increasing the efficiency of rail traffic in the Chicago area.   If Barrington and all of the other towns in Northern Illinois who are protesting this madness get our way, the worst that will happen is we may have to wait an extra day to receive some imported goods from China.  If CN has their way, Barrington as we know it will cease to exist.  The quality of life for Barrington residents will greatly diminish as well as the quality of life for the thousands of people who commute through Barrington on a daily basis.   I’d be curious to know how CN plans to resolve these problems.  You can bet that any solutions they recommend will also come with a request that they either be partially or fully funded by the American taxpayers.  I ask you, who is being selfish here?  Barrington residents who are trying to protect our town that has existed for over 100 years, or Canadian National, who is trying to protect the millions of dollars of potential revenue that this deal will generate?  I think the answer is obvious.

I implore you to not approve the sale of the EJ&E to the Canadian National Railroad.  The cost in terms of the safety and welfare of thousands of Illinois citizens, as well as the financial cost, isn’t worth moving a few trains a little faster through the Chicago area.    
Best Regards,

Carrie Stegvik
