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I'm encouraged by Canadian National

Railroad's interest in acquiring the EJ&E
Railroad. I think it makes a very elegant
addition to their total railroad system.

It's very clear to me the obvious
advantages to having the EJ&E Railroad forming a
ring and connecting the five railroad routes that
make up their system in the Chicagoland area.

I'm some concerned about the
additional traffic at grade particularly in the
area between the Gary and -- Gary Highland route
heading south, but I think that the -- that can
be outweighed by the obvious advantages to the
rest of the system and the savings and time and
elimination of stalled trains and other parts of
the system.

I'm also happy that there will be
more efficient movement of what might be
considered hazardous material because I think
that railroads provide a safe, the safest way to

move those hazardous materials through an area.

I like that much more than the alternative which
might be putting that material on trucks which I
think is more risky for moving it. So I want
to -- the other concern is the negotiations
between the railroad and the airport.

The city places considerable
importance on getting cooperation from the
railroads and moving the lines that are

obstructing the expansion of the airport's
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runways. So it would be a matter that should be
important to the railroad and it's important to
residents of Gary, but I think overall the match
between the purchase Tooks Tike a good one and
would have a great advantage for both the
railroad's profitability and the use of -- and

moving freight through the area.
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