FEBRUARY 15, 2008
The following comments are being submitted as part of the open comment period regarding the CN and EJ&E merger.  The comments were prepared and submitted in the interest of obtaining information in regards the following impacts on the City of Aurora, Illinois and surrounding communities.
1. Probability of increased train accidents and derailments (statistical analysis)

2. Effects on other rail traffic including the proposed passenger (STAR line viability)

3. At grade crossing safety mitigation at the various Aurora crossings

4. Type and amount of increased/new hazardous materials to be transported and what if any contingency and coordination plans does CN plan to afford Aurora

5. Potential effects on critical service (fire, police, medical, emergency response).  Most notable is access to Rush-Copley Hospital.  How will this be addressed?

6. Effects on area air emissions as regulated by the United States and Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (on both rail traffic and increase vehicular idling times at grade crossings).  What are the projected emission types and amounts and their impact on the residents of the City?

7. What is the historical accident data for similar lines and impact on those communities…what measures does/has CN put in place to ensure those are eliminated?

8. Potential impact on the large natural gas line that runs along sections of track in Aurora?

9. Noise pollution and its extent over the current system and what is the radial geographic impact?

10.Vibration and potential impacts on structural integrity of structures aligning the line?

11. Floodplain considerations along the Aurora section of the EJE track and ancillary impacts of adjacent areas.

12.What is the proposed impact (negative or otherwise) on the natural habitats of plants and animals?

13. Will grade crossings be provided with the latest safety technology?
14. What is the projected impact on the quality of life of those who live within the region?
15. Determinations should be made on potential impact on the City of Aurora water supply sources along the EJE track (in regards to potential spills)?

16. What is the potential financial impact on the City of Aurora if the acquisition of this line is approved by the STB?  What funds will be provided to Aurora from external sources to alleviate/mitigate the negative impact such an acquisition will have on the City?  

17. If CN provides financial and administrative assistance with mitigation of various impacts what is the projected timeframe for this assistance on each matter?

18. Will the City of Aurora be a participant in the preparation of the draft EIS (environmental impact statement)?  If so, how?  
Respectfully submitted by,

Bruce Schubert CSP, CHMM

1095 Aurora, Illinois  60505

630-585-0321

