MACKENZIE

RAIL EXTENSION

Iditarod Dog Sledding Historic District Workshop
Tuesday, June 28, 2011
6:00-8:00 pm

Willow Area Community Organization Center, Willow, Alaska

AGENDA
I.  Welcome and Introductions - Rosetta Alcantra, HDR

II.  Purpose/Format of the Iditarod Dog Sledding Historic District (IDSHD) Workshop -
Rosetta Alcantra, HDR

a. Overall Goals of the IDSHD Workshop
1. Provide project update and background
2. Develop Area of Potential Effect (APE)

3. Identify/discuss important features, functions and uses of IDSHD
trails/structures in the APE

4. Identify/discuss potential mitigation measures for IDSHD trails/structures in APE
b. Participant Goals?
c. Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) — Involvement and Goals
d. Workshop Format

lll.  Project Update and Background - Brian Lindamood, ARRC

IV.  Section 106 Process Overview - Elizabeth Grover, HDR
a. What is the consultation process for the PMRE project?

b. Whatis an APE?
1. Whatis the proposed APE for the PMRE project?

c. Whatis a historic district/cultural landscape?
1. Whatis the IDSHD?

V.  Breakinto Small Working Groups
VI.  Small Working Groups Report Back
VII. Next Steps

VIll.  Adjournment
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Project Description
'The Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB) and the
Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) propose

to construct a 32-mile rail line in the Susitna

Section 106 Facts

River Valley to connect the Borough’s Port
MacKenzie to the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s
(ARRC) existing mainline track just south of
Houston. The proposed rail line would provide
freight services between the Port and Interior

Alaska.

On March 25,2011, the Surface Transportation
Board (STB) recommended the Mac Central
and Houston South as the selected route in the
Final Environmental Impact Statement for the
Port MacKenzie Rail Extension.

'The federal board approves all new rail line
construction in the nation. The 32-mile

rail extension will link the deepwater Port
MacKenzie to the mainline of the Alaska
Railroad. The STB finding finalizes a rigorous
environmental impact study, field work and
public involvement process that began in 2007.

Project Schedule

March 2011: Release of Final EIS.
April 2011: Permit Application Package
Submittal

Late Spring

2011: Record of Decision
2011-2012: Construction of Mac Central
Segment anticipated ending
near Ayrshire Avenue.
2012-2013: Construction of Modified
Connector 3, Houston and
Houston South segments.
2013-2014: Track and railroad facilities to

be constructed.

Purpose of the Iditarod Dog Sledding
Historic District Workshop

'The new rail line will cross several officially
recognized recreational trails within the Iditarod

Dog Sledding Historic District IDSHD).

'The Programmatic Agreement (PA)—a
document that describes the actions that will

be taken by the parties in order to meet their
responsibilities under the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA)—between the Surface
Transportation Board, Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, and Alaska State Historic
Preservation Officer determined that the Iditarod
Dog Sledding Historic District is eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Place
at the national level of significance between 1967
and 1978.

'This workshop is being held to review the
important features, functions and uses of
IDSHD trails/structures in the project area, and
to determine how trail access will remain intact
during and after construction.

During the workshop, participants will review
ARRCs plans for trail crossings and other
mitigation measures. Within 60 days after the
workshop ARRC will summarize the outcome
of the workshop and develop an implementation
plan.

In addition, the workshop will identify those
individuals who wish to become consulting
parties” under Section 106 of the NHPA, and
who are interested in working with the ARRC
as part of a focus group to fully review and
understand the historic significance of the
district. This group will review the proposed final
Area of Potential Effect (the geographic area or
areas within which a project, activity, program or
practice may cause changes in the character or
use of any cultural resources present).

* A consulting party can be any person or group that has demonstrated
a legal/economic relation to a project or demonatrated interest in the
project’s effects on historic properties (or cultural resources eligible for

listing on the National Register).

www.portmacrail.com



General Contact Information

Borough Contact:
Patty Sullivan, MSB Public Affairs Director
Phone: (907) 745-9577

Email: psullivan@matsugov.us

Railroad Contact:

Stephenie Wheeler, ARRC Corporate
Communications Officer

Phone: (907) 265-2671

Email: wheelers@akrr.com

Section 106 Contact Information

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office Contact:
Doug Gasek, Architectural Historian

Phone: (907) 269-8726

Email: Doug.Gasek@alaska.gov

HDR Alaska, Inc. Contact:

Elizabeth Grover, Cultural Resources Specialist
Phone: (907) 644-2077

Email: Elizabeth.Grover@hdrinc.com

www.portmacrail.com




Please discuss the following questions:

Does the proposed APE encompass the areas where
impacts would likely occur? If not, where should the
APE be altered to include these areas?

What are important features, functions and uses of
IDSHD trails/structures in the proposed APE (e.g.,
access and connectivity, visual way finders, or
different/distinct uses [freight, training, races])?

Do you feel that the PMRE project will affect dog
sledding or the features, functions and uses of IDSHD
trails through the proposed APE? If so, how?

What can be done to further reduce these impacts?
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Have more to contribute! Join the

Focus Group

Are you a long-term user of the trail system in the project area? Are you familiar with the
trails use and function during the historic period of significance, 1967 - 19782 If so, please
join the Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Focus Group to help the project team identify infor-
mation about the historic trails and features within the Iditarod Dog Sledding Historic District.
In addition, this group will assist in delineating the proposed Area of Potential Effect. The
focus group is tenatively scheduled to meet on July 7, 2010. Please attend and be a part
of one of the largest infrastructure projects the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has seen since
1971. For more project information visit:

www.portmacrail.com

Have Questions?
Section 106 Contacts

Alaska State Historic Preservation Office Contact:
Doug Gasek, Architectural Historian

Phone: (907) 269-8726

Email: Doug.Gasck@alaska.gov

HDR Alaska, Inc. Contact:

Elizabeth Grover, Cultural Resources Specialist
Phone: (907) 644-2077

Email: Elizabeth.Grover@hdrinc.com


























































Crossing Locations

Potential Effect (APE)

- Proposed Area of
", _. Proposed trail re-route
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~__+ Contributing trail
Contributing structure

Trail
Crossing Types

Road Multi-purpose

Trail

Crossing Type Summary

Millers Reach Rd.

Unnamed Big Lake Rec.Trail
Unnamed Big Lake Rec.Trail
Houston Lake Loop Trail (Crossing)
H-9.6 - Outflow of Muleshoe Lake

H-6.3 - Tributary of Little Su

Flat Lake Connectors Trail
(Iron Dog Trail)

H-4.3 - Tributary of Little Su

W Papoose Twins Rd.

At-Grade
At-Grade
At-Grade
Bridge
Bridge
Bridge
Bridge
Bridge

At-Grade

| W Susitna Pkwy

Iditarod Trail

H-0.8 - outlet of Diamond Lake
W Ayrshire Ave.

W Holstein Ave.

MC-4.5 - Unnamed Stream
Baker Farm Road

Figure 8 Lake Loop Trail

At-Grade
Bridge
Bridge
At-Grade
At-Grade
Bridge
At-Grade

19’ Culvert
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Finger Lake
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Area of Potential Effect
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Extent 1
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Trails, SRB&A 2010

Separated Grade Crossings
A Trail
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At-Grade Crossings
B Road
W Trail

NOTE: Crossing locations are based from
Mat-Su Borough GIS and field survey data
and may not align with what is shown on
the USGS base map.

1] 0.5 1 9
Miles
Diater May 12, 2011
Projaction: Alaska State Plane Zone 4 NAD B3
futhor, HDR Alaska Inc.
Sources: HDR Alesks, Inc., Hanson

Basemap: USGS 1:63,350
ANCHORAGE [8-8), TYONEK (2-1)




FIGURE 3

RnIL EXTENSION

e : i .
& SEGMEN:gz:(QSmfes)- y e e s pily
A Ts) S O A | Area of Potential Effect
: ) et I ' t USGS Base
' Extent 2
LEGEND

P Proposed Area of
L---Jd Potential Effect (APE)

—— Proposed Alternative

=== Traill

Proposed Contributing
= Trails, SRB&A 2010

Separated Grade Crossings
A Trail

A Multi-Purpose
At-Grade Crossings

B Road

B Trail

NOTE: Crossing locations are based from
Mat-5u Borough GIS and field survey data
and may not align with what is shown on
the USGS base map.

(To North)

wthor: HOR Alaska, In
ouur’es HOR Alaska, Ire.. Ha'son
Easemap: LISGS 163360
ANCHORAGE (B8-8,C4), TYONEK [B-1.C-1)

 SEGMENT 3 (J 9
SEGMENT 2 (8. 4
(Ta Soum)
. £
MACKENZIE " g
S )
L PROJECT] =
EROJECT I 2
%
E 0 05 1 @
— ]
= Miles
=0
E‘ Date: Neay 12, 2011
Projection: AI&!N: Siate Plare Iun: 4, NAD 83




FIGURE 4

[ R > S :_.; A%,_ et U e Y Area of Potential Effect
S «Jownshrp 1 2 L S 13170 Nort s Township 18N v USGS Base
| &MENT 6(1.2 miles) Spnoe3v: A Extent 3

LEGEND

g===1 Proposed Area of
L———2 Potential Effect (APE)

—— Proposed Alternative
~==—= Trail

Proposed Contributing
~777 Trails, SRB&A 2010

Separated Grade Crossings

(Iu Nor rh)

5 SEGMENT. 5 (5 0 mh‘es) a*“‘ et : desAl A Trail

SEGMENT4 (6. gmnes)' N T e T o A Multi-Purpose

(To South) L 1 _ Py o e -

‘Lake T L D : ) i y At-Grade Crossings

; B Road
B Trail
- _Townsh:p HN ; o f'_ . el s et 3 NOTE: Crossing locations are based from
. Range 4W : : Ty i 4 ; BEs. g i Mat-5u Borough GIS and field survey data
- g % s iy ! ! and may not align with what is shown on

the USGS base map.

0 0.5 1
I ——
Miles
Date: Neay 12, 2011

! Prajectan: Alaska Siafe Plane Zane 4 NAD 33
A Bushor: HOR Mlaska,

Township 16N ~ | & ph S e Township 16N ! Sourex HOR sk
i ' : i Range 3w e 4 BMCHORAGE (C-E) TYOMEK (C-1)

Hansan




FIGURE 5

Area of Potential Effect
Aerial Imagery
Extent 1

LEGEND

Proposed Area of
=1
L_—_i Potential Effect (APE)

—— Proposed Alternative
=== Tiail

Proposed Contributing
Trails, SRB&A 2010

== Highway
=— Medium Rd
== Minor Rd
Separated Grade Crossings
A Trail
A Multi-Purpose
At-Grade Crossings
B Road
B Trail

0 0.5 1
| M T
Miles
Date May 12, 2011
Projection: Alaska State Plane Zone 4 NAD B3
Author, HDR Alaska Inc.

Sowmes: HDR Alesks, Inc., Hanson
Basemep: NRCS Imapery 2004




FIGURE 6

S S CCMENT3 (5.9 miles) B Area of Potential Effect
P (70 south) ' : Aerial Imagery
& : ; e - Extent 2
i )
! LEGEND
|

{——-1 Proposed Area of
L—--2 Potential Effect (APE)

Proposed Alternative
s TrAl

Proposed Contributing
==== Trails, SRB&A 2010

=== Highway
=— Medium Rd
Minor Rd
Separated Grade Crossings
A Trail
A Multi-Purpose
At-Grade Crossings

B Road
B Trail
EAY
(S FATE]
[REETCE] g . w0 (%)
Miles

Dt Wy 12, 2011
Frojection: Alaska State Plane Zone 4 NAD B3
Huthor, HOR Alasia, Inc,
Sowmes: HDR Alesks, Inc., Hanson
Basemep: NRCS Imapery 2004




FIGURE 7

(!o Norm)
SEGMENT6 (112 miles) & %
SEGMENT5 (5.0 miles)

(To South) ‘ :

Area of Potential Effect
Aerial Imagery
Extent 3

LEGEND

-——y Proposed Area of
—-—4 Potential Effect (APE)

Proposed Alternative

=== Trail

Proposed Contributing
Trails, SRB&A 2010

== Highway
= Medium Rd
Minor Rd
Separated Grade Crossings
A Trail
A Multi-Purpose
At-Grade Crossings
B Road
B Trail

o 0.5 1 9
Miles
Date: Neay 12, 2011
Projection: Alauka Siste Plare Zone 4, NAD 83
wthor HDR Alaska, Inc,

Souu.ss HOR Alaska, inc. Hansan
Basemap: NRCS Imageny 2004




	Postcard.pdf
	Front of Postcard.pdf
	Back of Postcard




