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Jeffrey and Jennifer Palmo

124 Raymond Ave

Barrington, IL 60010

January 17, 2008
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC  20423

Attn:  Phillis Johnson-Ball

Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Phillis Johnson-Ball 
Please accept this letter as an official record of extreme opposition to the proposed purchase of the EJ&E Railroad Tracks by the Canadian National Railway (STB Finance Docket No. 35087).  We have lived in Barrington for the past four years and own a home less than 200 yards from the EJ & E Railroad tracks.  The tracks are visible from our yard and home and we drive, walk and bike over them countless times each day.  We purchased our home after careful research, including review of zoning maps, interviews with the neighbors, and exhaustive internet searches to determine the state of the roads, traffic, crime rates, school districts, local government, and rail traffic.  Our purchase was not taken lightly, and we bought with the intention of it being the last home we ever own.  The community of Barrington is a safe, friendly, quaint and supportive place to raise children and build a life, and we have never once been disappointed in the decision we made to move here and raise our family.  Please be aware that while the safety and security of our children is our primary concern, it is not the sole reason that we are protesting this acquisition and the plans of the Canadian National Railway.  Allowing this purchase to proceed would have disastrous consequences on our quality of life and would negatively impact every area of our everyday lives.  Note the following:  
· Neighbors we have come to know and love will move from their homes, taking our children’s playmates with them.
· Home values will decrease to the point of negative equity, ruining our neighborhood and all that we have worked for.  Negative equity would result in increased foreclosures, leaving the neighborhood ravaged and empty.
· Police, Fire and Rescue personnel will not be able to reach our home, or any of the homes in the west section of town, in the event of an emergency.  Increased freight traffic will impact Route 14, Route 59, and Lake Cook Road, the three existing thoroughfares in the community.  
· Traffic, including students leaving the High School at the end of the school day, will be unimaginably bad.  Cars sitting on Lake Cook Road waiting for long and frequent trains to pass will increase the level of pollution and will make it impossible for us to turn out of our street (which is the only exit out of the neighborhood). 

· Cars and trucks will be forced to sit on our street in front of our home for long periods of time due to backed up traffic on Lake Cook Road.  This will endanger the lives of our children as they cross the street to play, to walk to the park or walk to school.  Traffic will cause a serious danger to our pets and the wildlife (squirrels and birds) in the neighborhood as well.    

· School bus routes will be negatively impacted, as our school buses must cross the affected railroad tracks to reach the schools.  Rides on the school bus will be much longer and will not be as safe with the potential for buses to be “stuck” on tracks because of the traffic.

· Commute times for drivers who travel east to their jobs (the majority of Commuters) and even for Commuters riding Metra to Chicago, will dramatically increase, with the potential for double or even triple commute times because of these proposed changes.  Traffic is already extremely challenging, and adding delays because of freight train traffic would have a drastic negative impact on the area, including a negative financial and environmental impact.  (More gas wasted, more pollution, more wasted money, and ultimately more tax payers moving away from the Chicago area altogether in despair and frustration). 

Finally, the quality of the very air we breathe and the noise level in the neighborhood will suffer as well.  More trains mean more air pollution and an extreme rise in the level of “train noise”.  Please know that we purchased our home understanding that our tracks were seldom used, with 3 – 5 trains per day.  We have no issues with 3-5 trains per day.  The issues with 15-20 trains per day, however, are exponentially larger. 
In closing, we implore you not to believe that building bridges or overpasses for the trains or roads will solve these problems.  No amount of money could build bridges on all three of the major roads in our community, and doing so would ruin the pleasant, small-town feel that Barrington is known for.  These tracks are surrounded by homes and families, not stockyards and freight depots.  This is not an industrial area and there is no room for bridges or overpasses within our small, historic town.  Indeed, building a bridge over the tracks by our home would mean a bridge right outside of our front door, or worse, no home for us at all.
Please do the right thing for the people of our Community and other Communities that will be similarly impacted.  Consider our safety, our health, and our children and block this proposal.

Thank you in advance for considering our opinion.

Sincerely, 
Jeffrey and Jennifer Palmo
Rebecca, Nina and Maya Palmo
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