Scoping Comment for the Proposed Canadian
National Railway Company Acquisition of the
Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway Company
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Environmental Impact Statement Comment Form
How Do | Submit Comments? 03350 .0l \ oD, ﬁAL\/O\ZS’JI\/ PCTL .poN0.0.N.LF

= Written Comments: Compiete and submit this form at the public open house scoping meeting, or follow the directions on the reverse
side of this sheet to mail your comments.

= Recorded Comments: Provide your comments to a member of the project team or court reporter at this public open house scoping
meeting, or call the toll-free project information line: 1-800-347-0689.

= Electronic Comments: Submit electronic comments by visiting the Surface Transportation Board's website, www.stb.dot.gov, under
the heading “E-Filing.”

Please refer to STB Finance Docket No. 35087 in all correspondence addressed to the Surface Transportation Board
Comments must be submitted by February 1, 2008. g
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Surface Transportation Roard
CN-EJ&E EIS - FD-35087
What scoping meeting did you aﬁmm@mmm Mundelein, Barrington, Joliet, Matteson, Gary, West Chicago, Chicago.
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 GUESTESSAY,

MICHAEL DEERINS -

Our health an

 Michael Deering is directorof |
communications at Advocate Good |

Skt

. People who“wo;k in healthcére ,
and medicine — particularly in trau-

in our communities. It's notajobto -
themsomuch asitisa calling. They
love what they do, and their first pri-
ority is to do what’s right for their .
patients.

“That's why at Advocate Good
Shepherd Hospital we're so con-
cerned about the Canadian National

faced. and it will forever change the

. character of our town. We're not ex-
‘ when we say, lives can —

aggerating
andveryhkalvmﬂbelostthmxgh

this proposition.
, Good Shepherd isa Level I

'n-aumaCenter,andthatnmansthat
whandka]lhatthemostdirecas-
; es.Ourana-gencydgpartmentm
dled 750 serious trauma cases last
i athird ofam-

1 2 _&dsaféty |
is getting railroaded

lice and fire teams to arrive, assess
the victims, work to extricate them,
mdﬂnformambuhmemm :
tims are then transported here, all
while the golden Hour's clock is tick-
ing. It often leaves :

our doctors, sur-
cious little time on their side to tr I.z

the victims in the “golden hour” If
extra 10 to 15 minutes for a freight

tain, thir lives are compromised. I
they're hemorrhaging, they could
tracks to clear. They'll be literally
hemedmbyﬂiesemnmgbam. 3>
ers, unable to reach the hospital |
west-oznorthbmmdthm.ghm e
* And, Illinois law states that for
Good Shepherd to serve as a traumia
must be able to arrive within 30



cians are oh the wrong side of the
trhcis, they will notbeabletoamveg
in time to help. g !
MembersofourERarealltoofa— ¢
miliar with another danger posed by
train traffic. Many were here in Oc-
tober 1995, working te save the lives
of Fox River Grove children aftera
tmmf,orethrmghtheirschoolbus i
killing seven and seriously injuring |
24, Tt was heartbreaking, and they1l
\neverforgetxt.TheBarmgton e g

\Imnmma Wi £ U PRS-

School Board reports that school
| buses cross the EJ&E line nearly.

! 400 times per day. e
: Heertdlseaselsthenumherone
kﬂlarmllhnms and the reason we §
established our outstanding, state- -
of-the-art cardiac care center, con- *
sidered by many to be the finestin |
theregion.lfapemonhasaheartat—~
tack in downtown Barrington,
they’re just 10 minutes from Good ‘
Shepherd’s ER and cardiac center.
But, if their ambulance’s path is
blocked by a freight train, they’re 13 |
miles and 23 minutes from North- .
" west Community and 12 miles and . |
22 minutes from Sherman -the
next two closest accessible hospitals
with comprehensive cardiac capabil-
ity

~ Ifthe victim is in cardiac arrest,
it's a fact that every minute treat-
' ment is delayed, it increases the.
likelihood of mortality by 10 per-

| cent. If they wait just five minutes

- for a freight train to pass - as CN
‘representatives at the hearing boast-
ed would be the best case scenario—

- the victim faces a 50/50 proposition
that they’re not going to see another
cla_v,r'l‘hmlat.ostwnot-"lmsOff-hefact
that paramedics might notevenbe *
able to reach many of our citizens,
who'll now find themselves literally -
on the wrong side of the tracks. If
the best case is that CN’s 1.5 mile- -
{mmwmmremmm

cross six Barrington intersections,
the proposed 29 trains will block our
madsﬁrtwohm;rsandwmmutes I
ofeveryday. :
Manymtheemergencymm ‘z
can look back to instances when |
Barrington women arrived by car-

just in time to give birth in the ER.

Babies were even delivered in our -
/parking lot as they pulled up. Imag-
ine how long 10 minutes will feel -
lparlmdmﬁmﬂofm&gﬂtes

while experiencing full contractions.

‘And,theCN’SPhﬁigwmmW:
than on® train on the average of
every hour of the day and night *
through the heart of our town.

- that bar them from reaching the

“smokestacks on rails.” Diesel

“’Ems“di&”!s ’ 15:1

There’s also the issue of

%@

~ Initsown application, CNin-
sists this transaction “will have

spectfully disagrees. This com-

munity faces very real public
health and safety threats from

Good Shepherd Hospital re-

no adverse safety effects.” Con-
sidering the realities, Advocate

hospital in time. That’s a fright-
enmgene—hmpunchforthen'

- safety.

|

kills. The irony is that the very

late matter in the United States;
rail traffic that causes more

it's one of the top triggers for

largest source 6f fine particu-
pollution will result in more

_ asthma attacks. And, asthma

- asthma attacks in children may

'

Just in 2006, our emer-
ncy room cared for 140 asth-  asthmaties. The increase in air

literally in people’s backyards,

matic attack patients, the ma-
Jority of them, children. With
we’ll get an intimate under-

the quadrupling of locomotives

the Canadxan National Railway.
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-also be the same freight trains

standing of why many environ-
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1, 600 say no way to rallway

swmar
M@m«wﬁﬂm

ﬂAnahnntedlwopeople
flocked to Makray Memorial

- Golf Club in Barrington to air

their concerns about a pro-
posed railroad deal that

" A coalition group of local
governments, Barrington
Communities Against CN

Railcongestxon provided -

attendees with signs

- meeting
that read, “People before

freight.” The group pur-

~ chased 5,000 yard-signs and

1,000 business signs, and
could not hand them out fast
enough to the residents who

hneduptogmbthembythe;ﬂ

:

stack.
‘Tmm:edabmttbe
increase in noise level,” saxd
Tracee Patterson, a Barring-
tlmrendmtwhocametnthe

opmhouaewhhherhmdﬁl-
‘dren to submit a written
~ statement to the STB. “It's al-
ready bad. And the traffic
T congestion is already horrible.
if you live in Barrington. Just
addmgmurusha:ﬂtounag-
ine.”

In addition to drumming
up public opposition, the Bar-
rington coalition has also
hired legal and public rela-

president

of Crosspoint Communica-

tions, took a break from

handing out signs to the lo-

cals to explain what his
agency hopes to achieve.

“Om'ﬁrstmquesttoﬂn
Surface Transportation Board
is to listen to what your com-
rmmxtymmin(and
er the alternatives,”
chak said. He explained the
meeting itself represented
the first step towards that
goal. The STB called for sev-
eral open houses as part of an
environmental impact study,
which it agreed to perform in
order to consider the pros and
cons of the Canadian Na-
tional deal.

“This is the next phase,
and that is, as they go around
do their open houses, to hear
from people,” Fedorchak said.

“And they're hearing an ear- |

M”

" He said there are three
possible outcomes of the
study: the STB could deny
Canadian National’s pro-
posed’ purchase and new
freight schedule, approve it,

oraﬂothmthcertammmh- .

iotherwaystoease rail con-
‘gestion in northeast Illinois;,

citing the CREATE program,
a public-private initiative to
improve the railroad network -

in and around Chicago.
“Everybody agrees we
need a comprehensive re-
lmmmm&
dress this,” he said. “Thereis
an alternative here and it'’s -
not moving 20 to 30 trains
through the suburbs.”
The pmposal does have
some fans in the suburbs,
though. Farther east, Buffalo
Grove officials have publicly

traﬁc,nmse,andsafety-—

_ will be studied and evaluated .

as STB staff prepare a draft
environmental impect state-.
nmt,deictmaRxﬁmn,

‘chnefoftheboardsenmm

memalanamissecum ~

. In addition to doing field
reaeamh. Rutson said that
public comment is “a very
unportant part of the

“These people hve here
every day, so nobody knows
thmmmmityheﬁa‘than
they do,” she said.

After the open house, Pa-

. tricia and David Janes were

nntsomvmcedthatthm

ings have been scheduled :
for Jan. 15 in Matteson, Jan. |
16mGary Ind, Jan. ¥7T i

anmandlm%m
C&umgo For more informa-

|



