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Glenn W. Reed

376 West County Line Road

Barrington, Illinois  60010

(847) 381-6206

Email:  glenn.w.reed@gmail.com
January 28, 2008
Surface Transportation Board

United States Department of Transportation

395 E Street, SW

Washington DC  20423

Attn:  Phillis Johnson-Ball

Re:
Environmental Filing

STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Reference is made to the above-captioned STB Finance Docket.  This letter is submitted in response to the U.S. Surface Transportation Board’s (STB) Request for Comments on the Draft Scope of Study on Environmental Impact Statement, as included as Appendix A in the Notice, as published on December 21, 2007 in the Federal Register.  For the reasons set forth in this letter, the undersigned respectfully requests that the STB impose the broadest scope possible in its assessment of the environmental and other impacts of the proposed acquisition by the Canadian National Railroad (CN) of control of EJ&E West Company.

I have lived with my wife and three children in the Barrington, Illinois area continuously since 1983 and prior thereto during the years 1967-1978.  I currently reside in Barrington Hills, Illinois, approximately 3.5 miles west of the center of the Village of Barrington and 3.0 miles west of the crossing of the EJ&E railroad and West County Line Road (Main Street).  
CN filed an application on October 30, 2007 with the STB to purchase the EJ&E freight railroad line that runs through the center of the Village of Barrington.  As disclosed in its filings with the STB, CN plans to increase traffic on the line in three ways:  by rerouting of existing freight traffic from Chicago, by adding new traffic (including significant amounts of traffic from western Canadian ports), and by making the EJ&E route available to the four other mega-railroads that operate in the greater Chicagoland area.   
This purchase and subsequent rerouting and growth of significant freight traffic on the EJ&E route will have a major detrimental impact on traffic flow and public safety throughout the entire region.  However, due to the peculiar alignment and routing of rail lines in the area, Barrington and the Barrington area communities will be particularly negatively impacted by the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E line by CN and the resulting increased traffic on the line.  The EJ&E route bisects the community generally in a northeast to southeast direction, with a total of eight grade crossings, including a crossing at each of the major north/south (Illinois Route 59/Hough Street) and east/west (Main Street/County Line Road) arterial highways forming the central cross streets of the community and at US Route 14/Northwest Highway (a four lane highway bypassing the central business district to the north).  Similarly, the Union Pacific northwest line bisects the village in a southeast to northwest direction, with four grade crossings in the area, including a crossing at Illinois Route 59/Hough Street and Main Street/County Line Road.  Accordingly, train traffic under current conditions generally has a very negative impact on congestion in the community, as trains cannot traverse Barrington without crossing both north/south and east/west arterial, heavily traveled, roads.  With the prospect of an additional 20-plus trains per day on the EJ&E route (up from 3-5 trains per day currently), an already heavily congested area will be made more so, with dire effects to public safety and increased noise and air pollution.  Gridlock induced by increased traffic on the EJ&E line threatens the functionality and future viability of the entire region. 
The acquisition of the EJ&E line by CN as proposed will negatively impact public safety, traffic flows and the environment:
· Fire, police and other critical care officials have expressed their concerns over the dangerous impact that the increased freight traffic could have on their ability to deliver emergency medical and other services.  Good Shepherd Hospital (located approximately 3 miles to the northwest of Barrington center) is a regional healthcare provider with a cardiac care center and a state-of-the-art emergency department, and delays in fire, ambulance or police help due to emergency responders waiting for a freight train to clear a crossing (or multiple crossings) could mean the difference between life and death for those seeking 911 assistance.  
· The school board of Community Unit District 220 has estimated that school buses cross the EJ&E line nearly 400 times per day.  Increased traffic on the line will necessarily pose increased threats to the safety of our children.
· It has been estimated that approximately 8% of the housing units in the Village of Barrington are within 300 feet of the EJ&E right of way, and the line runs through environmentally sensitive areas, including recently established Citizens Park.  Increased traffic on the line will necessarily increase pollution from noise and noxious fumes, and a railcar spill of hazardous chemicals could have a disastrous effect on the region.

During the course of the scoping and EIS process, the STB has a statutory duty to consider the environmental and transportation impact (broadly defined to include safety, congestion and other issues) of the proposed acquisition.  The STB also has the authority to impose conditions that will have the effect of mitigating the negative impact of the acquisition on the environment and other considerations.  Toward that end, I respectfully request that the STB impose the broadest scope possible in its assessment of the environmental and other impacts of the proposed acquisition of EJ&E West Company and impose mitigating conditions, with meaningful financial penalties and sanctions to be imposed upon non-compliance.  Mitigating conditions could include (but certainly not be limited to) an absolute limitation on the number and length of trains, restrictions on grade crossing wait times and a prohibition or strict limitation on the transport of hazardous materials on the line.  
*  *  *  *  *
I thank you for your time and attention to this serious matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you have any questions or if I can supplement these comments in any way.

Very truly yours,

Glenn W. Reed
